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THE ABBEY BEFORE THE EEFORMATION. 

Thb approach to the Abbey throagh theae gloomy monastic 
remains prepares the mind for its solemn contemplation. The 
Cloisters still retain something of the quiet and seclusion of 
former days. The gray walls are discoloured by damp, and 
crumbling with age : a coat of hoary moss has gathered over the 
inscriptions of the several monuments, and obscured the death's 
heads and other funereal emblems. The sharp touches of the 
chisel are gone from the rich tracery of the arches. The roses 
which adorned the keystones have lost their leafy beauty : every- 
thing bears marks of the gradual dilapidation of time, which yet 
has something touching and pleasing in its very decay. The sun 
was pouring down a yellow autumnal ray into the square of the 
Cloisters, beaming upon a scanty plot of grass in the centre, and 
lighting up an angle of the vaulted passage with a kind of dusky 
splendour. From between the arches the eye glanced up to a bit 
o£ blue sky or a passing cloud, and beheld the sun-gilt pinnacles 
of the Abbey towering into the azure heaTen. — Washington 
Irvino's Sketch Booky i. 899. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

THB ABBST BEFORE THE BEFOBICATIOK. 

WE have hitherto considered the Abbey in refer- 
ence to the general history of the country. It 
now remains to track its connection with the TheMon- 
ecdesiastical establishment of which it formed *'^^^- 
a part, and which, in its turn, has peculiar points of 
contact with the outer world. This inquiry naturally 
divides itself into the periods before and after the Bef- 
ormation, though it will be impossible to keep the two 
entirely distinct. There is, however, one peculiarity 
which belongs almost equally to both, and constitutes 
the main distinction both of the 'Monastery^ of the 
west' from other Benedictine establishments, and of 
the 'Collegiate Church' of the Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster from cathedrals in general 

The Monastery and Church of Westminster were, as 
we have seen,* enclosed within the precincts 



of the Palace of Westminster as completely tionwith 

the Filaoo. 

as the Abbey of Holyrood * and the Convent 

of the Escurial were united with those palaces of 

^ The independence of the Monasterj from episcopal jnzifldiction is 
of conrse common to all other great monastic bodies, and forms a part 
of the vast ' Presb^erian ' goyemment, which, before the Reformation, 
flonrished side by side with Episcopacj. What I have here had to 
trace is its pecnliar form in Westminster. 

3 See Chapter I. 

* This was trae eren when Holjrood was on the site of the CastiljB 
rock, of which a trace remains in the fact that the Castle is stiU a part 
of the parish of Canongate. (Joseph Kobertson.) 
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4 THE ABBEY BEFORE THE REFORMATION. 

the Scottish and Spanish sovereigns. The Abbey was, 
in fact, a Boyal Chapel^ on a gigantic scala The King 
had a private entrance to it through the South Tran- 
sept, almost direct from the Confessor's Hall,^ as well 
as a cloister communicating with the great entrance for 
State processions ^ in the North Transept. Even to this 
day, in official language, the coronations are said to 
take place in ' Our Palace at Westminster,'^ though the 
Sovereign never sets foot in the Palace strictly so called, 
and the whole ceremony is confined to the Abbey, 
which for the time passes entirely into the possession 
of the Crown and its officers. 

From this peculiar connection of the Abbey with the 
Palace — of which many traces will appear as we pro- 
its inde- ^^^^ — arose the independence of its ecclesias- 
pendenoe. ^jj^j coustitution and its dignitaries from all 
other authority within the kingdom. Even in secular 
matters, it was made the centre of a separate jurisdic- 
tion in the adjacent neighbourhood. Very early in its 
history, Henry III. pitted the forces of Westminster 
against the powerful citizens of London.^ Some of its 
privileges at the instance of the Londoners • were re- 
moved by Edward I. But whatever show of indepen- 
dence the City of Westminster still possesses, it owes 
to a reminiscence of the ancient grandeur of its Abbey. 
So completely was the Monastery held to stand apart 

1 * Capdla nottra/ 'peatliariM eapdla paUatii nottri principalis* ib Ed- 
ward in.'8 description of the Abbey. (Dngdale's MoiHuHeon, i. 312.) 

s See Chapter m. Gent. Mag. [1828], pt. i. p. 421. — Fires in the 
Palace are described as reaching the Monasterj. ( Aichiyea, a. d. 1334 ; 
Matt. Paris, ▲. D. 1269.) 

« Wettminftter Improvements, 14. 

« See London Gazettes of 1838. 

* Matt. Paris, a. d. 1250. ' Utinam non in alioram l«rionem/ is an 
annotation bj some jealoas hand. 

* Ridgwaj, pp. 52, 207 ; Bishanger, a. d. 1277. 
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ITS INDEPENDENCE. 6 

from the adjacent metropolis, that a journey of the 
monastic officers to London, and even to the manor of 
Paddington, is described as an excursion which is not 
to be allowed without express permission.^ The Dean 
is still the shadowy head of a shadowy corporation: 
and on the rare occasions of pageants which traverse 
the whole metropolis, the Dean, with his High Steward 
and High Bailiff, succeeds to the Lord Mayor at Temple 
Bar.^ In former times, down to the close of the last 
century, the Dean possessed, by virtue of this position, 
considerable power in controlling the elections, even 
then stormy, of the important constituency of West- 
minster. 

In like manner the See of London, whilst it stretches 
on every side, has never' but once penetrated the pre- 
cincts of Westminster. The Dean, as the Abbot before 
him, still remains supreme under the Crown. The 
l^end of the visit of St Peter to the fisherman had for 
one express object the protection of the Abbey against 
the intrusion of the Bishop of London^ 'From that 
time there was no King so undevout that durst it vio- 
late, or so holy a Bishop that durst it consecrate.* '^ 
The claims to be founded on the ruins of a Temple of 
Apollo, and by King Sebert, have the suspicious ap- 

1 Ware, 170. 

3 As in the reception of the Princem Alexandra in 1862. It was 
usual, down to the seventeenth centnry, for the Lord Mayors of London, 
after they had heen »wom into office in Westminster HaU, to come to 
the Abhej, and offer np their deyotions in Henry VIL's Chapel. 
(Widmore, p. 161.) It is probably a relic of this which exists in the 
payment for 'the Lord Mayor's Candle' in the Abbey. 

* There was an attempt made in 1845, under the energetic episco- 
pate of Bishop Blomfleld, to include the Abbey in the diocese of Lon- 
don, but it was foiled by the yigilance of Bishop Wilberforce, who, for 
that one year, occupied the Deanery of Westminster. 

« See Chapter L, pp. 11, 24. * More's Lift ofBxchard IIL 177. 
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6 THB ABBEY BEFORE THE REFORMATION. 

pearance of being stories intended to counteract the 
claims of St. Paul's Cathedral to the Temple of Diana, 
and of its claim to that royal patronag&^ Even the 
haughty Dunstan was pressed into the service, and was 
made, in a spurious charter, to have relinquished his 
rights as Bishop of London. The exemption was finally 
determined in. the trial between Abbot Humez and 
Bishop Fauconberg, in the thirteenth century, when it 
was decided in favour of the Abbey by a court of ref- 
erees ; whilst the manor of Sudbury was given as a com- 
pensation to the Bishop, and the church of Sudbury to 
St. Paul's CathedraL* An Archdeacon of Westminster, 
who is still elected by the Chapter, exercised, under 
them for many years, an archidiaconal jurisdiction ' in 
the Consistory Court under the South-western Tower. 
In the sacred services of the Abbey neither Archbishop 
nor Bishop, except in the one incommunicable rite of 
Coronation, was allowed to take part without the per- 
mission of the Abbot, as now of the Dean. When 
Archbishop Turbine consecrated Bernard Bishop of 
St David's, that Queen Maud might see it, probably in 
St. Catherine's Chapel, it was with the special conces- 
sion of the Abbot.* When the Bishop of Lincoln pre- 
sided at the funeral of Eleanor, it was because the 
Abbot (Wenlock) had quarrelled with Archbishop 
Peckham.^ From the time of Elizabeth, the privilege 
of burying great personages has been entirely confined 
to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster. From the 
first occasion of the assembling of the Convocation of 

1 Wharton, Ep. Land. p. 247. 

< Ibid. p. 29 ; Widmoie, p. 38. For the priyfleges in detail, see 
Flete, c. it. xii. 

s Wills were proved there till 1674. « Eadmer, p. 116. 

» Bidgwaj, pp. 103, 104 ; Wykee. 
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THE KORMAN ABBOTS. 7 

the Provinoe of Canterbuiy ¥dthin the precincts of 
Westminster, down to the present day, the Archbishop 
has always been met by a protest, as from the Abbot so 
from the Dean, against any infringement of the privi- 
leges of the Abbey. 

The early beginnings of the Monastery have been 
already traced. Its distinct history first appears after 
the Conquest, and is concentrated almost entirely in 
the Abbots. As in all greater convents, the ^n 
Abbots were personages of nearly episcopal ^»>» 
magnitude, and in Westminster their peculiar relation 
to the Crown added to their privileges. The Abbots 
since the Conquest, according to the Charter of the 
Confe^or, were, with two exceptions (Humez and Bos- 
ton), all chosen from the Convent itsell They ranked, 
in dignity, next after the Abbots of St Albans.^ A 
royal licence was always required for their election,^ as 
weU as for their entrance into possession. The election 
itself required a confirmation, obtained in person from 
the Pope, who, however, sometimes deputed the duty 
of installation to a Bishop. On their accession they 
dropped their own surnames, and took the names of 
their birthplaces, as if by a kind of peerage. They 
were known, like sovereigns, by their Christian names 
— as ' Richard the First,' or ' Richard the Second ' « — 
and signed themselves as ruling over their communities 
' by the grace of God.' They were to be honoured as 
' Vicars of Christ.' When the Abbot passed, every one 
was to rise. To him alone the monks confessed.^ A 

1 For the whole question of precedence, as between the Abbot of 
St. Albans, the Abbot of Westminster, and the Prior of Canterbury 
Cathedral, see Mr. Riley's preface to Walsingham's Chronicla of the 
AbboU of St. Atbaru, yol. iii. pp. Ixxii.-lxxv. 

2 Ware. • Ibid. p. 408. 
« Archives of St. Panl's, ▲. d. 1261. . 
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8 THE ABBEY BEFORE THE BEFOBMATION. 

solemn benediction answered in lus case to an episcopal 
consecration. It after his election, he died before re- 
ceiving this, he was to be buried like any other monk ; 
bat otherwise, his funeral was to be on the most sump- 
tuous scale, and the anniversary of his death to be 
always celebrated.^ 

Edwin, the first Abbot of whom anything is known, 
was probably, through his friendship with the Confes- 
Bdwin ®^^' ^^^ secret founder of the Abbey itself. 
io4d-fl8. jje^ though as long as he lived he faithfully 
visited the tomb of his friend, accommodated himself 
with wonderful facihty to the Norman Conqueror, and 
in that faciUty laid the foundation of the most regal 
residence in England. Amongst the Confessor's dona- 
tions to Westminster, there was one on which the Con- 
queror set his affections, for his retreat for hunting, ' by 
Origin of reason of the pureness of the air, the pleasant- 
Gasuo. ness of the situation, and its neighbourhood 
to wood and waters/ It was the estate of ' the wind- 
ing' of the Thames — 'Windsor.' « This the Abbot 
conceded to the King, and received in return some lands 
in Essex, and a mill at Stratford; in recollection of 
which the inhabitants of Stepney, Wliitechapel, and 
Stratford used to come to the Abbey at Whitsuntide ;^ 
and two bucks from the forest of Windsor were always 
sent to the Abbot on the Feast of St Peter ad Yincula.^ 



^ Ware, p. 10. — The MS. is here very imperfect; but for the fa- 
neralfl see the Islip BoU, mnd for the genml priyil^geB, see CkroHicU of 
Abingdon, ii. 336-350. 

^ Neale, i. 29. Windlee-ore, not the * winding-ehore/ as is generaUj 
said ; bnt, as I have been informed by a learned Scandinavian scholar, 
' the winding sandbank,' or ' the sandspit in a winding,' as in HeLring^r 
(Elsinore). 

' Akermann, i. 74. 

« Cartnlarjr; Dagdale, 1 310. 
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THE NORMAN AHBOTa 9 

Edwin was first buried in the Cloister ; afterwards, as 
we shall see, in the Chapter Hoose. 

To Edwin succeeded a series of Norman Abbots — 
Geoffrey, Vitalis, Gislebert, Herbert^ and Ger- 



vase, a natural son of King Stephen. Geoffrey 1068-74.' 
was desposed, and retired to his original Abbey me-si 
of Jumidges, where he was buried. In Vitalises J^*^ 
time the first History of the Abbey was writ- JJ^^ 
ten by one of his monks, Sulcard. Gislebert ^SJJ^ 
was the author of various scholastic treatises, Jf^!]^ 
still preserved in the manuscripts of the Cot- nmi'. 
tonian library.^ Then followed LaureDce, who nS^^. 
procured from the Pope the Canonisation of 
the Confessor, and with it the exaltation of himself 
and his successors to the rank of mitred Abbot 

Down to the time of Henry III. the Abbots had 
been buried in the eastern end of the South Cloister. 
Three gravestones still remain, with the rude effigies 
of these as yet unmitred dignitaries.^ But afterwards 
— it may be from the increasing impor- Pftpmon, 
tance of the Abbots — the Cloisters were left di«ii2». 
to the humbler denizens of the Monastery. 1214-22. 

Bttrkinc 

Abbot Papillon, though degraded from his 1222-46. 
office nine years before, was buried in the 124^8. 
Nava Abbot Berking was buried in a marble tomb 

1 Neale, i. 82. 

* Flete MS. — The names of the Abhots were inscribed in modem 
times, bnt aU wrongly. That, for example, of Gerrase, who was buried 
under a small slab, was written on the largest gravestone in the Clois- 
ters. The real order appears to have been this, beginning from the 
eastern comer of the South Cloister: Fostard in front of the dinner- 
bell ; Crispin and Herbert under the second bench from the bell ; Vitalis 
(under a small slab) and Gislebert (with an effigy) at the foot of Ger- 
▼aae (under a smaU stone) ; Humez (with an effigy) at the head of 
Gervase. The dinner-bell probably was hung in what was afterwards 
known as Littlington's Bel&y. 
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10 THE ABBEY BEFORE THE REFORMATION. 

before the High Altar in the Lady Chapel,^ then just 
begun at his instigation. Grokesley, who succeeded, 
had been the first Archdeacon of Westminster, and 
in his time the Abbey was exempted from all jurisdic- 
tion of the See of London. He lived in an alternation 
of royal shade and sunshine — sometimes causing the 
King to curse him and declare, 'It repenteth me that 
I have made the man ; ' ^ and send criers up and down 
the streets of London warning every one against him ; 
sometimes, by undue concessions to him, enraging the 
other convents, almost always at war with his own. 
He was buried first in a small Chapel of St. Edmund 
near the North Porch, and afterwards removed to St. 
Nicholas's Chapel, and finally, in Henry VL's time, 
to some other place not mentioned.^ 

The exemption from the jurisdiction of the See of 
London led to one awkward result It placed the 
Abbey in immediate dependence on the Papal See, and 
the Abbots accordingly (till a commutation and com- 
pensation was made in the time of Edward IV.) were 

^ It was remoyed when Henty VII.'s Chapel was bnilt, and his 
graye is now at the steps leadinfi^ to it. The grey stone and brass were 
yisible till late in the last centorj. (Cmll, p. 117 ; Sejmonr's Stow, ii. 
613.) 

s Matt Paris, 706, 726. 

* Mete. On July 12, 1866, in making preparations for a new 
Reredos, the workmen came npon a marble coffin nnder the High 
Altar. Fragments of a crosier in wood and iyory, and of a leaden 
paten and chalice, prove the body to be that of an Abbot ; whilst the 
absence of any record of an interment on that spot, and the fact that 
the coffin was without a lid, and that the bones had been tamed over, 
show that this was not the original grave. These indications point to 
Crokesley. From a carefol examination of the bones, he appears to 
have been a personage of tall stature, slightly halting on one leg, with 
a strong projecting brow ; and the knotted protuberances in the spine 
imply that he had suffered much from chronic rheumatism. See a 
complete account of the whole, by Mr. Scharf, in the Proceedings of 
the Society of Antiquaries, 2nd series, voL ill., No. 5, pp. 854-857. 
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obliged to travel to Borne for their confinnation, and 
eren to visit it once every two years. The inconven- 
ience was instantly felt, for Crokesley's sue- Lewitham, 
cesser, Peter of Lewisham, was too fat to ^'^ 
move, and before the matter could be settled he died. 
The journey, however, was carried out by the ^^ 
next Abbot, Bichard de Ware, and with mate- ^*****" 
rial results, which are visible to this day. On his 
second journey, in 1267, he brought back with ^^^^^ 
him the mosaic pavement — such as he must ^^^^^ 
have seen freshly laid down in the Church of ^ ^^' 
San Lorenzo — to adorn the Choir of the Church, then 
just completed by the King. It remains in front of 
the Altar, with an inscription, in part still decipherable, 
recording the date of its arrival, the name of the work- 
man who put it together (Oderic), the 'City' from 
whence it came, and the name of himself the donor. 
He was buried underneath it,^ on the north side. As 
in the history of England at large, the reign of Henry 
III. was an epoch fruitful of change, so also was it in 
the internal regulations of the Abbey. To us the 
thirteenth century seems sufficiently remote. But, at 
the time, everything seemed ' of modem use,' so start- 
ling were the 'innovations' begun by Abbot Berking, 
when compared with the ancient practices of the first 
Norman Abbots, ' Gislebert,' and his brethren ' of vener- 
able memory.' * To Abbot Ware, accordingly, was due 
the compilation of the new Code of the Monastery, 
known as his Consuetudines or ' Customs.' Opposite to 
Ware, on the south side, lies Abbot Wenlock w«dock 
who lived to see the completion of the work *»*"*** 
of Henry III., and who shared in the disgrace (shortly 

^ His stone coiBn was seen there in 1866. 

> Waze,pp. S57, 258, 261, 264, 291, 319, 344, 359, 495, 500. 
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to be told) of the robbery of the Boyal Treasury. 
KydyngtoD, '^^ profligate manners of the reign of Edward 
S!^^„^ II. were reflected in the scandalous election of 
1816-1884. ' Kydyngton,! ultimately secured by the influ- 
ence of Piers Graveston with the King. He was suc- 
ceeded by Curtlington, who was a rare instance of 
the unanimous election of an Abbot by Pope, King, 
Henley. ^^^ Conveut His grave began the inter- 
1884-44. ments in the Chapel of the patron saint of 
their order — St Benedict But his successor, Henley, 
lies under the lower pavement of the Sacrarium, oppo- 
site Kydyngton. Then occurs the one exception of 
a return to the Cloister. The Black Death fell heavily 
on Westminster. The jewels of the convent^ had to 
^rrAmifm, be sold apparently to defray the expenses. 
The BiAck Abbot Byrchestou and twenty-six monks were 

Death of "^ 

1B4& its victims. He was buried in the Eastern 

Cloister, which he had built; and they probably* lie 
beneath the huge slab in the Southern Cloister, which 
has for many years borne the false name of ' Gervase,' 
or more popularly ' Long Meg.' If this be so, that vast 
stone is the footmark left in the Abbey by the greatest 
plague that ever visited Europe. 

Langham lies by the side of Curtlington. 
umShun, The ouly Abbot of Westminster who rose to 
died 1876 ; the rank of Cardinal, and to the See of Canter- 
ny. »6s- bury, and whose departure from each succes- 
buW of sive oflBce (from Westminster to Ely, and from 

Canterboiy, 

JMJJ®; Ely to Canterbury) was hailed with joy by 
ises; those whom he left, and with dread by those 

1 He was buried before the altar, under the aonthem part of the 
lower pavement where the Easter candle stood, with a figure in brass. 
(Flete.) 

* Cartulary, 1849. * FaUer's WortJiies, iL 114. 
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whom he joined — is also the fiist in whom, l^^^ 
as far as we know, a starong local affection ^Sa^'* 
for Westminster had an opportunity of show- 



ing itself. His stem and frugal administration 
in Westminster, if it provoked some enmity from the 
older monks, won for him the honour of being a second 
founder of the monastery. To the Abbey, where he had 
been both Prior and Abbot, his heart always turned. 
The Nave, where his father was buried, had S^^o*- 

tion of tlia 

a special hold upon him, and through his N«ve. 
means it first advanced towards completion.^ In the 
Chapel of St Nicholas he was confirmed in the Archie- 
piscopal See ; and to the Chapel of St Benedict, at the 
close of his many changes, he begged to be brought 
back from the distant Avignon, where he died, and 
was there laid under the first and grandest ecclesias- 
tical tomb that the Abbey contains. Originally^ a 
statue of Mary Magdalene guarded his feet He had 
died on the eve of her feast It was from the enor- 
mous bequest which he left, amounting in our reckon- 
ing to £200,000, that his successor, Nicholas j^^, 
littlington, rebuilt or built the Abbot's house m^/m) 
(the present Deanery, where his head appears ^"^ 
over the entrance), part of the Northern and the whole 
of the Southern and Western Cloisters (where Hteimfld. 
his initials are still* visible), and many other *"*"• 
parts of the conventual buildings ^ since perished. In 
littlington's mode of making his bargains^ for these 
works he was somewhat unscrupulous. But he was 
long remembered by his bequests. In the Eefectory, 
to which he left silver vessels, a prayer for his soul 

1 Gleanings, 53. > Cartulary. • Gleanings, 210. 

^ The Btone came from the qnaniee of Beigate. (Azchivee.) 
» Cartolazy. 



liMton, 
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was always repeated immediately after grace.^ Of his 
legacies to the Chapter Library, one magnificent rem- 
nant exists in the Littlington Missal, still preserved. 
He died on St Andrew's * Eve, ' at dinner time,' at his 
manor of Neate, and was buried before the altar of 
St Blaize's ChapeL 

We trace the history of the next Abbots in the 
Colchester, Northcm Chapels. In that of St John the 
i^e^n. Baptist was laid the 'grand conspirator,' ' 
K^rtoS; William of Colchester, who was sent by Henry 
JJJJiS^ IV., with sixty horsemen to the Council of 
i4fl6-o». Constance,* and died twenty years after Shaks- 
peare reports him to have been hanged for his treason ; 
Kyrton lies in the Chapel of St Andrew, which he 
adorned for himself, as his family had adorned the ad- 
joining altar of St Michael;^ Milling — raised 
Miuing, by Edward IV. to the See of Hereford, but re- 

1400-74 • 

died 14M. turning to his old haunts to be buried ^ — and 

Esteney, ^ 

jgj^w. Esteney,^ the successive guardians of Elizabeth 
1488-1500. Woodville and her royal children, in the Chapel 

^ Cartnlarj. * Estenej's Niger Quatemar. p. 86. 

* Widmore, p. 102; Shakspeare's Richard II. Act t. ac. 6. The 
Prior of Westminster had already had a vision of the Ml of Richard II. 
(French Chronicle of Richard II. 139-224.) 

* Widmore, p. 1 1 1 ; Kymer, v. 95. William of Colchester succeeded 
for the time in establishing his precedence over the Abbot of St Al- 
bans : and it has been conjectured that this was the occasion of the 
portrait of Richard II. (Rilej's Preface to Walsingham's AhbtA* oj 
St. Albans, iii. p. IxxT.) ^ Cartulary. See Appendix. 

Milling's coffin was moved from the centre of the Chapel to make 
room for the Earl of Essex's grave (see Chapter IV.), to its present 
place on the top of Fascet's tomb. In 1711 it was erroneously called 
Humphrey de Bohun's. (Crull, p. 148.) 

7 Esteney lay at the entrance of the Chapel of St. John the Evan- 
gelist, behind an elaborate screen. The body was twice displaced — 
in 1706 (when it was seen) and in 1778, when the tomb was demol- 
ished for the erection of Wolfe's monument (Neale, ii. 195.) The 
fragments were reunited in 1866. 
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of St John the Evangelist During this time Flete, the 
Prior of the Monastery, wrote its meagre his- i.i!p,i5oo. 
tory.i Fascet, the Abbot who saw the close uifu^ 
of the fifteenth century, was interred in a soli- SS^igi. 
tary tomb in St Paul's ChapeL^ Finally IsUp, who 
had witnessed the completion of the east end of the 
Abbey by the building of Henry VII/s Chapel, him- 
self built the Western Towers as high as the roof, 
filled the vacant niches outside with the statues of 
the Sovereigns, and erected the apartments and the 
gallery against the south side of the Abbey by which 
the Abbot could enter and overlook the Nave. The 
larger part of the Deanery buildings subsequent to 
Abbot littlington seem in fact to have been erected 
in his time. He had intended to attempt a Belfry 
Tower over the central lantern.' In the elaborate rep- 
resentation which has been preserved of his obsequies,^ 
we seem to be following to their end the funeral of the 
Middle Ages. We see him standing amidst the ' slips ' 
or branches of the bower of moral virtues, TheMip 
which, according to the fashion of the fif- ^"* 
teenth century, indicate his name; with the words, 
significant of his character,^ 'Seek peace and pursue 
it' We see him, as he last appeared in state at 
the Coronation of Henry VIII. , assisting Warham in 
the act, so fraught with consequences for all the future 

^ The grares of Hawerden and Norwich are not known. 

' So at least it would seem. The tomb was subsequently moved to 
make way for Sir J. Packering's monument, and placed in the entrance 
to St. John Baptist's Chapel. 

» Dart, ii. 34. 

* See the Islip Roll, in the Library of the Society of Antiquaries ; 
in Vutusta Monumenta, vol. iv. 16-20; and Widmore, p. 206. The 
plate left by him remained till 1.540 (Inventory). 

« ' A good old father.' Henry VIII. {State Papen, vii. 30.) 
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history of the English Chnrch — amidst the works 
of the Abbey, which he is carrying on with all the en- 
eigy of his individual character and with the strange 
exorcisms of the age which was drawing to its close. 
We see him on his deathbed, in the old manor-house 
of Neate, surrounded by the priests and saints of the 
ancient Church ; the Virgin standing at his feet, and 
imploring her Son's assistance to John Islip — ^ Idip, 
Fill veniens, succurre JohannH' — the Abbot of Bury 
administering the last sacraments. We see his splendid 
'hearse,' amidst a forest of candles, before the High 
Altar, with its screen, for the last time filled with 
images, and surmounted by the crucifix with its atten- 
dant samts. We see him, as his effigy lay under the 
tomb in the little chapel which he had built,^ like a 
king, for himself, recumbent in solitary state — the only 
Abbot who achieved that honour. The last efflorescence 
of monastic architecture coincided with its imminent 
downfall ; and as we thus watch the funeral of Islip, 
we feel the same unconsciousness of the coming changes 
as breathes though so many words and deeds and con- 
structions on the eve of the Bef ormation. 

Such were the Abbots of Westminster. It seems 
ungrateful to observe, what is yet the fact, that in all 
their line there is not one who can aspire to higher his- 
torical honour than that of a munificent builder and 
able administrator : Gislebert alone left theological 
treatises famous in their day. And if from the Abbots 
we descend to the monks, their names are still 
more obscure. Here and there we catch a 
trace of their bunals. Amundisham, in the fifteenth 
century, Thomas Brown, Humphrey Boberts,* and John 

1 This chapel, which consiBts of an upper and lower storj, was 
called the Jeena Chapel. > Crnll, p. 21 1. 
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Selby^ of Northimiberland (known as a crrilian), in 
the sixteenth centniy, are interred near St Paul's 
Chapel ; Vertue in the Western Cloister.^ Five of them 
— Siilcard, John of Beading, Flete the Prior, Sichard 
of Cirencester,^ and (on a somewhat larger scale) the so- 
called Matthew ^ of Westminster — have slightly con- 
tributed to our historical knowledge of the times. Some 
of them were skilled as painters.^ In Abbot Littling- 
ton's time, a gigantic brother, whose calves and thighs 
were the wonder of all England, of the name of John of 
Canterbury, emerges into view for a moment, haTing 
engaged to accompany the aged Abbot to the sea-coast^ 
to meet a threatened French invasion which never took 
place. They obtained the special permission of the 
Chapter to go and fight for their country. When his 
armour was sold in London, ' no person could be found 
of a size that it would fit,^ of such a height and breadth 
was the said Johit' There are two, in whose case we 
catch a glimpse into the motives which brought them 
thither. Owen, third son of Owen Tudor, and uncle of 
Henry Y II., escaped from the troubles of his family into 
monastic life, and lies in the South Transept in the 
Chapel of St. Blaize.^ Another was Sir John Stanley, 
natural son of James Stanley, Bishop of Ely — the un- 
worthy stepson of Margaret of Richmond. A dispute 
with his Cheshire neighbours had brought him under 
Wolsey's anger ; he was imprisoned in the Fleet ; and 

1 Weerer, p. 265. » See Chapter IV. 

* Sejmoiir'B Stow, ii. 607. 

* * Matthew of Westminater'B ' Chxonide is made np of the chronicle 
of Matthew TwnB (whence the name), of St. Albans, and a continnatioD 
of it from 1265 to 1325, bj John Severe, otherwise John of London, a 
monk of Weetminster. (Madden's Preface to Matthew Paris, voL i. 
pp. xxT. xxri.) 

* Cartnlary. « lUd. ▲. d. 1286. ^ Sandford, p. 299. 
YOL. in. — 2 
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after his release, ' upon displeasure taken in his heart, 
he made himself a monk in Westminster, and there 
died/^ The deed still remains* in which, for this 
purpose, he solemnly affirmed his separation from his 
wife. 

The insignificance or the inactivity of this great com- 
munity, without any supposition of enormous vices, 
The explains the easy fall of the monasteries when 

life. ^ the hour of their dissolution arrived. The 
garrulous reminiscences wliich the Sacristan in Scott's 
' Monastery,' retains of the Abbot * of venerable mem- 
ory,' exactly reproduce the constant allusion in the 
thirteenth century which we find in the ' Customs of 
Abbot Ware.' The very designation used for them is 
the same ; their deeds moved in exactly the same homely 
sphere. The trivial matters which engross the attention 
of Abbot Ware or Prior Flete will recall, to any one 
who has ever visited the sacred peninsula of Mount 
Athos, the disputes concerning property and jurisdic- 
tion which occupy the whole thought of those ancient 
communities. The Benedictine Convent of Monte Cas- 
sino has been recently saved by the intervention of the 
public opinion of Europe, because it furnished a bright 
exception to the general tenor of monastic life. Those 
who have witnessed the last days of Vallombrosa must 
confess with a sigh that, like the ancient Abbey of 
Westminster, its inmates had contributed nothing to 
the general intelligence of Christendom. 

It is to the buildings and institutions of the monas- 
tery that the interest of its mediaeval history attaches ; 
and these, therefore, it must be our endeavour to recall 

1 Herbert's Hemy VIILy p. 800. 

^ The whole story, with the docmnentB, is giTen in the Ard^mologieal 
Journal, yoL xcviL pp. 72-84. 
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from the dead past It would be wandering too far 
from the Abbey itself to give an account of The 
the vast possessions scattered not only over e^tea. 
the whole of the present city of Westminster, from the 
Thames to Kensington, or from Yauzhall Bridge to 
Temple Bar, but through 97 towns and villages, 17 
hamlets, and 216 manors,^ some of which have still re- 
mained as the property of the Chapter. It is enough 
to recall the vast group of buildings which rose round 
the Abbey, as it stood isolated from the rest of the 
metropolis, like St Glermain des Pr^s at Paris, 'the 
Abbey of the Meadows,' in its almost rural reposa 

On this seclusion of the monastic precincts the 
mighty city had, even into the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, but very slightly encroached Their 



southern boundary was the stream which ran north-irBit 
down what is now College Street, then ' the minster, 
dead wall ' * of the gardens behind, and was crossed by a 
bridge, still existing, though deep beneath the present ' 
pavement, at the east end of College Street Close to 
it was the southern gateway into the monastery. The 
Abbots used to take boat on this stream to go to the 
Thames,^ but the property and the grounds extended 
far beyond. The Abbots Mill stood on the The mil 
farther bank of the brook, called the Mill ^ 

' The 

Ditch, as the bank itself was called Mill- 2^^*^ 

YineTaxtla 

bank. In the adjacent fields were the Orchard, J?,™**^ 
the Vineyard, and the Bowling Alley, which olSene. 
have left their traces in Orchard Street, Vine Street^ 

^ WuUmntter Improvements, 11. See Dagdale's MonoMtioon, i. 297- 
507. 

3 GUamnge, p. S29; see GetU. Mag. 1836.— The waU was polled 
down in 1776. 

* Wettmnuter Tn^prooemenU, p. 8. 

* Archives ; Pazcel 91, Item 16. Theze was a laige pond dose bjr. 
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and Bawling Stareet^ Farther still were the Abbot's 
Gardens and the Monastery Gardens, reaching down 
to the river, and known by the name of the Minster 
Gardens, which gradually faded away into the Monster 
Tea-gardens.^ Two bridges marked the course of the 
Eye or Tyburn across the fields to the noith-west 
One was the Eye Bridge, near the Eye Cross, in the 

island * or field or ' village of Eye ' (Ey-bury) ; 
tte Koighto' another was a stone bridire, which was re- 

garded as a military pass,^ against the robbers 
who infested the deep morass and which is now Bel- 
Tothin gntvia- Further south was the desolate heath 
•w^- of Tothill Fields. The name is derived from 
a high hill,^ probably, as the word implies, a beacon, 
which was levelled in the seventeenth century. At its 
foot was Bulinga Fen — the ' Smithfield * of Western 
London — which witnessed the burnings of witches, 
tournaments, judicial combats, fairs, bear-gardens, and 
the interment of those who had been stricken by the 
plagua® In one of its streams the ducks disported 
themselves, which gave their name to Duck Lane,' now 
swept away by Victoria Street. Another formed the 
boundary between the parishes of St. Margaret and St 

1 GUaninffs, p. 239. < Ibid. p. 229. 

* AU these names are collected in the ' Cartnlary.' 

* Hence ' Knightsbridge/ either from Sir H. Knyret, Knight, who 
there valiantly defended himself, there being assaulted, ' and slew the 
master-thief with his own hands/ (Walcott, p. 300.) Or, as Dean 
Milman reports the tradition, from the knights who there met the 
Abbot returning from his progresses with heavy money bags, and es- 
corted him through the dangerons jnngle; or ' Kingshridge' which, 
after all, appears to be the earlier name (see Dare's MemoriaU of 
Knightsbridge, p. 4), from Edward the Confessor. 

* See the petition of the inhabitants of Westminster in 1698, in the 
City Archives, given, with notes, by Mr. Bnrtt in the Arch€Bological 
Jwamal, No. 114, p. 141. 

* Walcott, p. 325. 7 ArchadogiaU Jowmal, p. 284. 
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John.^ A shaggy pool deep enough to drown a hone 
has gradually dwindled away into a small puddle and 
a vast sewer, now called the Kin^s Scholars^ Pond and 
the Xing^s Scholartf Pond Sewer. Water was conveyed to 
the Convent in leaden pipes, used until 1861, ^m a 
spring ' in the Convent's manor of Hyde (now Hydeiuiior. 
Hyde Park). The manor of Neate,' by the mumt. 
river-side in Chelsea, was a favourite country-seat of 
the Abbots^ There Littlington and Islip died. 

On the north-east, separated from the Abbey by the 
long reach of meadows, in which stood the country 
village of Charing, was another enclosure, PoM«Mioiif 
known by the name of the Convent Grarden north-east. 
— or rather, in Norman-French, the Cav/oent Garden, 
whence the present form, Covent Garden — with its 
grove of EItos and pastures of Long Acre, and ^^^^^ 
of the Seven Acres,^ For the convenience of <*•'^^• 
the conventual officers going from Westminster to this 
garden, a solitary oratory or chapel was erected on 
the adjacent fields, dedicated to St. Martin.® This was 
'St Martin-in-the-Fields.' The Abbot had a special 

I Weatmintter Improvements, 18. 

^ The water supply continaed till 1861, when it was cut off hy the 
railways. An old stone hoose over the spring bore the arms of West, 
minster till 1868, when it was snpplanted by a lesser stmctoze with a 
short inscription. 

* Cunningham's London, (The Neate Hoaaes.) John of Gaunt 
borrowed it from the Abbot for his residence during Parliament (see 
Arehaoloffieal Joumalf No. 114, p. 144). 

* Hyde and Neate were exchanged with Henty VlJl. for Hurley. 
(Dugdale, i. 282.) But the springs in ' Crossley's field ' were specially 
reserred for the Abbey by the Charter of Elizabeth in 1560, and a 
oonduit-house built over them, which remained till 1868. The water 
was supposed to be a special preservatiye against the Plague. (State 
Papers, May 22, 1681.) 

* Brayley's Londiniana, iv. 207. 

* Gent. Mag. [1826], part i. p. 30. 
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garden on the banks of the river, just where the pre- 
cincts of the city of Westminster succeeded to those of 
London, opposite to the town residences of the bishops 
of Carlisle and Durham, near the church of St. Clement 
Danes, called the ' Frere Pye Grarden.' ^ Beyond this, 
again, was the dependency (granted by Henry VII.) of 
St Martin'*. ^^^ coUcgiate church of St Martin's-le-Grand. 
te^rmnd. rpj^^ ^^^^^^ ^f Westminster became the Dean 

of St Martin's-le-Grand, and, in consequence of this 
connection, its inhabitants continued to vote in the 
Westminster elections till the Beform Act of 1832,^ 
and the High Steward of Westminster still retains the 
title of High Steward of St Martin's-le-Grand. 

From this side the Monastery itself was, like the 
great temples of Thebes, approached by a continual 
succession of gateways ; probably, also, by a consider- 
able ascent^ of rising ground. Along the nar- 
row avenue of the Royal Way * — the King's 
Street — underneath two stately arches, the precincts 
of the Palace of Westminster were entered. Close 
within them was the clock tower, containing the bell, 
which, under the name of Great Tom of Westminster, 
sounded throughout the metropolis from the west, as 
now from its new position in the east.^ The Palace 
itself we leave to the more general historians of West- 
minster. Then followed the humbler gateway which 
opened into the courtyard of the Palace, and farther 

1 See Archives : Ftocel 81, Item 5. 

3 Kempe'8 HiMtorif of St. Martin's-U-Gnrnd, and see Chapter VI. 

' The pieaent ground is nine feet above the original sorface of the 
island. ( WestminMter ImprovemefUSf 13.) 

^ When the King went to Parliament, faggots were thrown into the 
cart-mts of King Street to enable the state coach to pass. ( Wettmin^ 
iter Improvements, 19.) See Gent. Mag, 2866, pt. i. pp. 777, 778. 

« See Chapter VI. 
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THB GATEHOUSE. 28 

west, at what is now the entrance of Tothill Street, 
the Gatehouse or Prison^ of the Monastery.' 

The Gatehouse consisted of two chambers over two 
arches,' built in the time of Edward IIL, by Walter de 
Warfield, the cellarer or butler of the Abbey.^ Its 
history, though belonging to the period after ^^^^^ 
'the Beformation, must be anticipated here. 
It was then that whilst one of the chambers became 
the Bishop of London's prison for convicted clergy, and 
for Boman Catholic recusants,^ the other acquired a 
fatal celebrity as the public prison of Westminster. 
Here Bal^h was confined on the night before m,^ 
his execution. After the sentence pronounced SS.'m,"*** 
upon him in the King's Bench he was ' putt ^^^^ 
into a very uneasy^ and unconvenient lodging in the 
Gatehouse/ He was conveyed thither from West- 
minster Hall by the SheriiBf of Middlesex. The car- 
riage which conveyed him wound its way slowly 
through the crowds that thronged St Margaret's 
Churchyard to see him pass : amongst them he noticed 
his old friend Sir Hugh Burton, and invited him to 
come to Palace Yard on the morrow to see him die. 
Weekes, the Governor of the Gatehouse, received him 
kindly. Tounson, the Dean of Westminster, came and 
pray^ with him a while.^ The Dean was somewhat 

1 Cartolaiy. 

* Then Is a drawing of it in the Libfary of the Sodetjr of Antiqua- 
ries. ( See also Walcott, p. 273. ) 

* Cooper's Plans, 1808. (Soc. Ant. Lond.) 

* Stow, p. 176. 

* The Spanish Ambassador Gondomar had it cleared of these by 
order of James I. One of them was afterwards canonised. (Edwards's 
Life of Ralegh, i. 693.) 

* Public Record Office, State Papers (Domestic), James I., toI. ciii. 
No. 74. St. John's Life of Ralegh, ii. 343-369. 

f Tonnson's letter in Edwards's Life of Ralegh, ii. 489. 
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startled at Bal^h's high spirits, and almost tried to 
persuade him oat of them. Bat Balegh persevered, 
and answered that he was 'persuaded that no man 
that knew God and feared Him could die with cheer- 
fulness and courage, except he was assured of the love 
and favour of God towards him ; that other men might 
make show, but they felt no joy within.' Later in the 
evening his wife came to him, and it was then that, 
on hearing how she was to take charge of his body, he 
replied, ' It is well, Bess, that thou shouldest have the 
disposal of the dead, which thou hadst not always the 
disposing of, living.' Shortly after midnight he parted 
from her, and then, as is thought, wrote on the blank 
leaf in his Bible his farewell of life — 

Ey^n fiuch is Time, that takes on trust 
Our youth, our joys, our all we have, 

And pays us but with age and dust; 
Who in the dark and silent grave, 
When we have wander'd all our ways, 
Shuts up the story of our days. 

But from this earth, this grave, this dust, 

The Lord shall raise me up, I trust.^ 

After a short sleep, about four in the morning, 'a 
cousin of his, Mr. Charles Thynne, coming to see him, 
Sir Walter, finding him sad, began to be very pleasant 
with him ; whereupon Mr. Thjmne coanselled him : Sir, 
take heed you goe not too muche upon the brave 
hande; for your enemies will take exceptions at that. 

^ ' Verses said to have been found in his Bible in the Gatehouse at 
Westminster ' — ' given to one of bis friends the night before his suffer- 
ing.' ( Ralegh' t Poenu, p. 729.) Another short poem is also said to be 
' the night before he died : ' 

Cowards fear to die ; tut ooniage ttont, 

Bather than live In annff, will be pat out 

The well-known poem, called his ' Farewell/ also ascribed to this night, 
had already appeared in 1596. (Ibid. 727-729.) 
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THE GATEHOUSE. 26 

Good Charles (quoth he) give me leave to be mety, for 
this is the last merriment that ever I shall have in this 
worlde : but when I come to the last parte, thou shalte 
see I will looke on it like a man ; — and so he was as 
good as his worde.' At five Dean Tounson returned, 
and again prayed with him. After he had received the 
Communion he ' was very cheerful and merry, ate his 
breakfast heartily,' 'and took a last whiff of his be- 
loved tobacco, and made no more of his death than if 
he had been to take a journey.' ^ Just before he left 
the Gratehouse a cup of sack was given him. ' Is it to 
your liking?' 'I will answer you,' he said, 'as did 
the fellow who drank of St Giles' bowl as he went to 
Tyburn, " It is good drink if a man might but tarry by 
it."'^ The Dean accompanied him to the scaffold. 
The remaining scenes belong to Old Palace Yard, and 
to St Margaret's Church, where he lies buried. 

Sir John Elliot, who certainly, and Hampden prob- 
ably, had in boyhood witnessed Ralegh's exe- HMnpd«i 
cution, with deep emotion, were themselves •^™°*' 
his successors in the Gatehouse, for the cause ^'^'^''■**- 
of constitutional freedom.^ To it, from the other side, 
came the royalist Lovelace, and there wrote his lines — 

Stone walls do not a prison make, 

Nor iron bars a cage ; 
Minds innocent and quiet take 

That for an hermit-age. 
If I have freedom in my love, 

And in my soul am free. 
Angels alone, that soar above, 

Enjoy such liberty. 

1 Edwards's Ralegh, ii. 489. He said on the scaffold * I have taken 
the sacrament with Master Dean, and hare foigiven both Stnkeley and 
the Frenchman.' (Ibid. i. 701.) 

2 Edwards's Ralegh, i. 698. » Forster's StaUmen, i. 18, 53. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



26 THE ABBEY BEFORE THE REFORMATION. 

In it, Lilly, the astrologer, found himself imprisoned 
immediately after the Sestoration, 'upstairs 
where there was on one side a company of 
rude swearing persons, on the other side many Quakers, 
who lovingly entertained him/^ In it Sir Geoffrey 
Hudson, the dwarf, died, at the age of sixty-three, 
HadMD. under suspicion of complicity in the Popish 
Pepyi. Plot.^ In it the indefatigable Pepys,' Collier, 
the nonjuring divine, and Savage the poet, made their 
Corner. experience of prison life.^ In it, according to 
Savage. his own story, Captain Bell was incarcerated, 
captBen. and translated 'Luther's Table Talk,' having 
' many times begun to translate the same, but always 
was hindered through being called upon about other 
businesses. Thus/ he writes, 'about six weeks after 
I had received the same book, it fell out that one night, 
between twelve and one of the clock .... there ap- 
peared unto me an ancient man, standing at my bed- 
side, arrayed all in white, having a long and broad 
white beard hanging down to his girdle, who, taking 
me by my right ear, spoke these words following to 
me: Sirrah, will you not take time to translate that 
book which is sent you out of Germany? I will 
shortly provide for you both place and time to do it. 
And then he vanished away out of my sight .... 
Then, about a fortnight after I 'had seen that vision, 
I went to Wliitehall to hear the sermon, after which 
ended, I returned to my lodging, which was then in 
King Street, Westminster ; and sitting down to dinner 
with my wife, two messengers were sent from the 
Privy Council Board, with a warrant to carry me to 

» Life ofLOlyy p. 91. Edwards's nalegh, i. 699-715. 

^ In Peverilqfihe Peaky the Gatehonse is confounded with Newgate. 

3 Evelyn, iii. 297. « JohnMn's Poete, iii. 309. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE GATEHOUSK 27 

the Keeper of the Gratehouse, Westminster, there to be 
safely kept until further order from the hands of the 
Council — which was done, without showing me any 
cause at all wherefore I was committed. Upon which 
said warrant I was kept there ten whole years close 
prisoner; where I spent five years thereof in translat- 
ing the said book, insomuch that I found the words 
very true which the old man in the foresaid vision did 
say unto me, " I will shortly provide for you both place 
and time to translate it" ' ^ The Gatehouse remained 
standing down to the middle of the last century. The 
neighbourhood was familiar with the cries of the keeper 
to the publican opposite, ' Jackass, Jackass,' for gin for 
the prisoners. It was pulled down in 1777, a victim 
to the indignation of Dr. Johnson. One of its arches, 
however, was still continued in a house which was as 
late as 1839 celebrated as having been the abode of 
Edmund Burke.^ 

The office of Keeper of the Gatehouse was in the gift 
of the Dean and Chapter. Perhaps the most remark- 
able ' Keeper' was Maurice Pickering, who, in Keeper of 

f- , 1 -r 1 r« -n. theOate- 

a paper addressed to the Lord Treasurer Bur- bouae. 
leigh, in 1580, says : * My predecessor and my wief and 
I have kept this offis of the Gatehouse this XXIII. 
yeres and upwards.' He was considered a great man 
in Westminster, and in official documents he was styled 
' Maurice Pickering, gentleman.' At one time Mauice 
he and his wife are mentioned as dining at a issa 
marriage-feast at ' His Grace the Lord Bishop of Boch- 
estefs, in Westminster Close,' and at another as sup- 
ping with Sir Greoige Peckham, Justice of the Peace. 

1 Soother's Doctor, yii. 354-^56. 

* WtMtminMter Impraoements, 55. The order for its zemoTal is in the 
Chapter-Book, July 10, 1776. 
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On another occasion, when sapping with Sir 6eoi^ he 
foolishly let oat some of the secrets of his office in chat- 
ting with Lady Peckham (the Gatehoase at that time 
was fall of needy prisoners for religion's sake, whose 
poverty had become notorious). 'He told her Ladyship, 
in answer to a question she asked him, Yea, I have 
many poor people for that cause (meaning religion), 
and for restrainte (poverty) of their friends I fear they 
will starve, as I have no allowance for them. For this 
Master Pickering was summoned before the Lord Chan- 
cellor, examined by the Judges, and severely repri- 
manded ; ' upon which he sent a most humble and 
sorrowful petition to Lord Burleigh, ' praying the com- 
fort of his good Lord's merc^^ ' in the matter, and pro- 
testing that he had ever prayed for 'the prosperous 
reign of the Queene, who hath defended us from the 
tearinge of the Devill, the Poope, and all lus ravening 
woUves.' The Privy Council appears to have taken no 
further notice of the matter, except to require an occa- 
sional return of the prisoners in the Gratehouse to the 
Justices of the Peace assembled at Quarter Sessions.^ 
In the year of the Armada, Pickering pre- 
sented to the Burgesses of Westminster a fine 
silver-gilt 'standing-cup/ which is still used at their 
feasts, the cover (the gift of his wife) being held over 
the heads of those who drink. It has the quaint 
inscription — 

The Giver to his Brother wisheth peace, 

With Peace he wisheth Brother's love on earth, 
Wliich Love to seal, I as a pledge am given, 

A standing Bowie to be used in mirthe. 

The gift of Maurice Pickering and Joan his wife, 15SS. 

1 I owe this information to the kindness of Mr. Th>llope, Town- 
Clerk of Westminster. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE SANCTUARY. 29 

Passing the Gratehonse and returning from this anti- 
cipation of distant times, we approach the Sanctuary. 
The right of 'Sanctuary' was shared by the ThaSMc- 
Abbey with at least thirty other great English *°^- 
monasteries;^ but probably in none did the building 
occupy so prominent a position, and in none did it play 
so important a part The grim old Norman fortress,' 
which was still standing in the seventeenth century, is 
itself a proof that the right reached back, if not to the 
time of the Confessor, at least to the period when addi- 
tional sanctity was imparted to the whole Abbey by 
his canonisation in 1198. The right professed to be 
founded on charters of King Lucius,' and continued, it 
was believed, till the time of 'the ungodly King Vorti- 
gem.' It was then, as was alleged, revived by Sebert, 
and sanctioned by the special consecration by St Peter, 
whose cope was exhibited as the very one which he 
had left behind him on the night of his interview with 
Edric, and as a pledge (like St Martin's cope in Tours) 
of the inviolable sanctity of his monastery.^ Again, it 
was supposed to have been dissolved 'by the cursed 
Danes,' and revived ' by the holy king St Edward,' who 
had * procured the Pope to call a synod for the estab- 
lishing thereof, wherein the breakers thereof are doomed 
to perpetual fire with the betrayer Judas.* Close by 
was a Belfry Tower,* built by Edward III., in which 
hung the Abbey Bells, which remained there till Wren 
had completed the Western Towers, and which rang 

1 Arch. viu. 41. 

3 Detcribed in Archaolog. L 35 ; Kaitland's Loud. (Entinck), ii. 184 ; 
Gleanings, p. 228; Walcott, p. 81. 

* Evdog, iii. 346 ; More's Life of Richard III., p. 40; Rennet, i. 491. 
« Neale, i. 55; Dart (App), p. 17. See Chapter I. 

* Where now stands the Gmldhall, built 1805. ( Widmore, p. 11 ; 
GleaningM, p. 228 ; Walcott, p. 82.) 
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for coronations and tolled for royal funerals. 'Their 
ringings, men said, soured all the drink in the town.' 
The building, properly so called, included two churches, 
an upper and a lower, which the inmates were expected, 
as a ^ kind of penance, to frequent But the right of 
asylum rendered the whole precinct a vast 'cave of 
Adullam' for all the distressed and discontented of the 
metropolis who desired, according to the phrase of the 
time, ' to take Westminster.' Sometimes, if they were 
of higher rank, they established their quarters in the 
great Northern Porch of the Abbey, with tents pitched, 
and guards watching round, for days and nights 
together.^ Sometimes they darted away from their cap- 
tors, to secure the momentary protection of the conse- 
crated ground. 'Thieving' or 'Thieven'' Lane was 
the name long attached to the winding^ street at the 
back of the Sanctuary, along which ' thieves ' were con- 
ducted to the prison in the Gatehouse, to avoid these 
untoward emancipations if they were taken straight 
across the actual precincts.^ One such attempt is re- 
corded a short time before the Dissolution. In 1512, a 
sturdy butcher of the name of Briggs, in trying to res- 
cue Robert Kene * while being conveyed to the Gate- 
houst,' was killed by Maurice Davy the constable.^ 
Sometimes they occupied St. Martin 's-le-Grand (which, 
after the time of Henry VII., was, by a legal fiction, 
reckoned part of the Abbey ^), thus making those main 

^ It is also said that one object of St. Margaret's Church was to 
* relieve the soath aisle of the Abbey from this dangerous addition to 
the worshippers. ( Westminster Improvements^ 10.) 

^ Capgrave's Chron., p. 298 ; Walsingham, ii. 285. 

* The ancient plnral of ' Thieves.' See Westminster Improvements, 25. 
« Hence called Bow Street. (Walcott, p. 70.) 

* Smith, p. 27. « State Papers, H. Ym. 3509. 
f Stow, p. 615. 
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refuges ' one at the elbow of the city, the other in the 
very bowels.' 'I dare well avow it> weigh the good that 
they do with the hart that cometh of them, and ye 
shall find it much better to lack both than have both. 
And this I say, although they were not abused as they 
now be, and so long have been, that I fear me ever they 
will be, while men be afraid to set their hands to the 
amendment; as though Grod and St. Peter were the 
patrons of ungracious living. Now uuthrifts riot and 
run in debt upon the boldness of these places ; yea, and 
rich men run thither with poor men's goods. There 
they build, there they spend and bid their creditors go 
whistle for them. Men's wives run thither with their 
husbands' plate, and say they dare not abide with their 
husbands for beating. Thieves bring thither their 
stolen goods, and there live thereon. There devise they 
new robberies: nightly they steal out, they rob and 
reave, and kill, and come in again as though those 
places gave them not only a safeguard for tiie harm 
they have done, but a licence also to do more. How- 
beit much of this mischief, if wise men would set their 
hands to it, might be amended, with great thank of 
God, and no breach of the privilege.'^ 

Such was the darker side of the institution. It had, 
doubtless, a better nucleus round which these turbulent 
elements gathered. If often the resort of vice, it was 
sometimes the refuge of innocence, and its inviolable 
character provoked an invidious contrast with the ter- 
rible outrage which had rendered Canterbury Cathedral 
the scene of the greatest historical murder of our annals. 

1 Speech of the Duke of Bnckingham, in Sir T. More's Life of 
Richard III. vol. ii. p. 80. It is probably a dramatic speech pat into 
the month of a hostile witness ; bat it serves to show what were re- 
garded as notorioaa facts in More's time. 
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In fact, the jealous sensitiveness of the Chapter of 
Canterbury had given currency to a prediction that the 
blood of Becket would never be avenged till a similar 
sacrilege defiled the walls of Westminster.^ At last it 
came, doubtless in a very inferior form, but creating a 
powerful sensation at the time, and leaving permanent 
traces behind. 

During the campaign of the Black Prince in the 
North of Spain, two of his knights. Shackle and Hawle, 
had taken prisoner a Spanish Count. He returned 
home for his ransom, leaving his son in his place. The 
ransom never came, and the young Count continued 
in captivity. He had, however, a powerful friend at 
Court — John of Graunt, who, in right of his wife, 
claimed the crown of Castile, and in virtue of this 
Spanish royalty demanded the liberty of the young 
Spaniard. The two English captors refused to part 
with so valuable a prize. John of Gaunt, with a high 
hand, imprisoned them in the Tower, whence they es- 
caped and took sanctuary at Westminster. They were 
Murdiarof pursucd by Alan Bloxhall, Constable of the' 
ii?wm°*' Tower, and Sir Ealph Ferrers, with fifty 
armed men.^ It was a day long remembered in the 
Abbey — the 11th of August, the festival of St Tauri- 
nus. The two knights, probably for greater security, 
had fled not merely into the Abbey, but into the Choir 
itself. It was the moment of the celebration of High 
Mass. The Deacon had just reached the words of the 
Gospel of the day, ' If the goodman of the house had 
known what time the thief would appear/ * when the 
clash of arms was heard, and the pursuers, regardless 
of time or place, burst in upon the service. Shackle 

1 Walsiogham, ii. 378. > Ibid. 

s Widmore, p. 104. « Euiog. Hiat. iii. 342, 343. 
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escaped, but Hawle was intercepted. Twice he fled 
round the Choir, his enemies hacking at him as he ran, 
and at length, pierced with twelve wounds,^ sank dead 
in front of the Prior's Stall, that is, at the north side of 
the entrance of the Choir.^ His servant and one of 
the monks fell with him.^ He was regarded as a mar- 
tyr to the injured rights of the Abbey, and obtained the 
honour (at that time unusual) of burial within its walls 

— the first who was laid, so far as we know, in the 
South Transept, to be followed a few years later by 
Chaucer, who was interred at his feet. A brass eflSgy 
and a long epitaph marked, till within the last century, 
the stone where he lay,^ and another inscription was 
engraved on the stone where he fell, and on which his 
eflfigy may still be traced. The Abbey was The Abbey 
shut up for four months,^ and Parliament was Dec. s, ism. 
suspended, lest its assembly should be polluted by sit- 
ting within the desecrated precincts, and from the 
alleged danger of London.^ The whole case was heard 
before the King. The Abbot, William of Colchester, 
who speaks of * the horrible crime * ^ as an act which 
every one would recognise under that name, recited the 
whole story of St. Peter^s midnight visit to the fisherman,^ 
as the authentic ground of the right of sanctuary ; and 
carried his point so far as to procure from the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops an excommunication of the two 
chief assailants — which was repeated every Wednes- 
day and Friday by the Bishop of London at St. Paul's 

— and the payment of £200 from them (equal to at 

1 Widmore, p. 104. « Brayley, p. 26S. 

« Weever, p. 261. * Neale, ii. 269. 

* Widmore, p. 106. Cartolarj. • Brayley, p. 259. 

T 'mud factum horribile/ (Archiyes, Parcel 41.) 
8 Etdog, ill. 346. See Chapter L 

VOL. III. — 3 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



\ 



34 THE ABBET BEFORE THE REFORMATION. 

least £2,000) to the Abbey by way of penance. On the 
other hand, Shackle ^ gave up his Spanish prisoner, who 
had waited upon him as his valet, but not without the 
remuneration of 500 marks in hand and 100 for life;' 
and the extravagant claims of the Abbot led (as often 
happens in like cases) to a judicial sifting of the right 
of sanctuary, which from that time forward was refused 
in the case of debtors.^ 

This tremendous uproar took place in the early years 
of Richard II., and perhaps was not without its effect 
in fixing his attention on the Abbey, to which he after- 
wards showed so much devotion.^ Another sacril^e 
of the like kind took place nearly at the same time, but 
seems to have been merged in the general horror of the 
events of which it formed a part At the time of the re- 
ontrage of belliou of Wat Tyler, Johi^ Mangett, Marshal 

Wftt Tvlor 

1881. * of the Marshalsea, had clung for safety to one 
of the slender marble pillars round the Confessor's Shrine, 
and was torn away by Wat Tyler's orders.* The King, 
with his peculiar feeling for the Abbey, immediately 
sent to inquire into the act Within the precincts, 
close adjoining to St Margaret's Church, was a tene- 
ment known by the name of the 'Anchorite's House.' ^ 

^ He himself seems to have been buried in the Abbey, 1896. (Stow, 
p. 614.) 

« Widmore, p. 106. » Walsingham, i. 37S. 

« See Chapter HI. In addition to the proofs of Bichaid IL's in- 
terest in the Abbey there mentioned, may be given the foUowing 
corions incidents. The anniversary of his coronation was celebrated 
at the altar of St. John as long as he lived, 1395. He sent a portion 
of the cloth of gold, with 50 points of gold, in which the Confessor was 
wrapt, to his nncle the Dnke of Berry, 1397. His flight and deposition 
are carefully recorded in 1399. (Cartnlary.) The name of the maker 
of the moiUd of the statues of himself and his queen — William 
Wodestreet — in 1394, is preserved. (lb.) * Brayley, p. 266. 

^ Chapter Book, May 10, 1604. — It occurs in other entries as the 
Anchoret House, Its last appearance is in the Chapter Book, June 3, 
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Here, as often in the neighbourhood of great conventual 
buildings, dwelt, apparently from generation to gene- 
ration, a hermit, who acted as a kind of oracle to the 
neighbourhood. To him, as afterwards Henry V., so 
now Bichard II. resorted, and encouraged by his coun- 
sels, went out on his gallant adventure to Smithfield, 
where his presence suppressed the rebellion.^ 

A more august company took refuge here in the next 
century. Elizabeth Woodville, Queen of Edward IV., 
twice made the Sanctuary her home. The pi^^^^t 
first time was just before the birth of her wcSiJiu?^ 
eldest son. On tlus occasion she, with her ^<^*^*'^*^®- 
three daughters and Lady Scrope, took up their abode 
as ' sanctuary women,' apparently within the Sanctuary 
itsell The Abbot (Milling) sent them provisions — 
' haK a loaf and two muttons ' — daily. The Birth of 

* Edward V., 

nurse in the Sanctuary assisted at the birth, not. 14,1470. 
and in these straits Edward V. first saw the light ; and 
was baptized by the Sub-prior, with the Abbot as his 
godfather, and the Duchess of Bedford and Lady Scrope 
as his godmothers.^ The Queen remained there till her 
husband's triumphant entry into London. The second 
occasion was yet more tragical. When second vwt 
Bichard IIL's conspiracy against his nephews %^^^ 
transpired, the Queen again flew to her well- ^^'^ ^*^ 
known refuge — with her five daughters, and, this time, 
not with her eldest son (who was already in the tower), 
but with her second son, Bichard Duke of York. She 

1778. One of the hermits who lived here — perhaps this rery one, was 
buried in his own chapel. (Cartalaiy, see p. 431.) There was a her- 
mit of the same kind in the precincts at Norwich. They were also 
common in Ireland. The remains of such a hermitage exist close to 
the Cathedral of Kilkennj. See Grares's Kilkenny, p. 7 ; Arch, Journal, 
xi. 194-200; Kingsley's HermiU, 

^ Howe's Chrwude, p. 284. > Strickland, iii. 328. 
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crossed from the Palace at midnight, probably through 
the postern-gate, into the ' Abbot's Placa' It was in 
one of the great chambers of the house, probably the 
Dining-hall (now the CoU^e Hall), that she was re- 
ceived by Abbot Esteney.^ There the Queen 'sate 
alone on the rushes, all desolate and dismayed,' and all 
'about her much heaviness, rumble, haste, and business ; 
carriage and conveyance of her stuff into Sanctuary; 
chests, coffers, packers, fardels, trussed all on men's 
backs; no man unoccupied — some lading, some going, 
some discharging, some coming for more, some breaking 
down the walls to bring in the next way/ In this 
scene of confusion appeared Rotheram, Archbishop of 
York, who deposited with her the Great Seal, 'and 
departed hence again, yet in the dawning of the day. 
By which time he might, in his chamber window' 
[from his palace on the site of the present Whitehall] 
' see all the Thames full of boats of the Duke of Glouces- 
ter's servants, watching that no man should pass to the 
Sanctuary.' The Queen, it would seem, had meantime 
withdrawn into the fortress of the Sanctuary itself, 
where, as she said, ' her other son, now King, was bom 
and kept in his cradle;' and there she received the 
southern Primate, Cardinal Bourchier. It is instructive 
to observe how powerful the terrors of the Sanctuary 
were in the eyes both of besiegers and besieged. The 
King would have taken his nephew by force from the 
Sanctuary, but was met by the two Archbishops with 
the never-failing argument of St. Peter s visit to the 
fisherman, 'in proof whereof they have yet in the 
Abbey St Peter's cope to show.'* At last, however, 
even this was believed to have been turned by some 

^ His effigy, copied from hiB tomb, now hangs in the HalL 
* More's Uft of Edward F., p. 40. 
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ingenious casuist^ who argued that, as the child was 
incapable of such crimes as needed sanctuary, so he was 
incapable of receiving sanctuary. The Queen resisted 
with all the force of a woman's art and a mother's lova 
' In what place could I reckon him secure if he be not 
secure in this Sanctuary, whereof was there never yet 
tyrant so devilish that durst presume to break ? . . . . 
But, you say, my son can deserve no sanctuary, and 
therefore he cannot have it Forsooth he hath found 
a goodly gloss, by which that place that may defend a 
thief may not save an innocent .... I can no more, 
but whosoever he be that breaketh this holy sanctuary, 
1 pray God shortly send him need of sanctuary, when 
he may not come to it ! For taken out of sanctuary 
I would not my mortal enemy were.' 

The argument of the ecclesiastic, however, at last 
prevailed. 'And therewithal she said to the child, 
" Farewell, mine own sweet son ; God send you good 
keeping I Let me kiss you once, ere you go ; for God 
knoweth when we shall kiss one another again." And 
therewith she kissed him and blessed him, turned her 
back, and went her way, leaving the child weeping as 
fast' ^ She n^er saw her sons again. She was still 
in the Sanctuary when she received the news of their 
death, and ten months elapsed before she and the Prin- 
cesses left it The whole precinct was strictly guarded 
by Richard ; so that ' the solemn Church of West- 
minster and all the adjacent region was changed after 
the form of a camp or fortress.' 

At the same moment, another child of a princely 
house was in the monastery, also hiding from the ten'or 



1 Strickland's Qtums, iii. 331, 34S, 355, 377 ; Gxmii'b Prinee$MeB, iiL 
413. 
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of the ' Boar/ Owen Tudor, the uncle of Henry VIL, 
Q^^ had himself been sheltered in the Sanctuary 
Tudor. jjj ^he earlier days of the York dynasty, was 
now there as a monk, and was buried at last in St 
Blaise's GhapeL 

The last eminent person who received the shelter of 

the Sanctuary fled thither from the violence, not of 

Princes, but of Ecclesiastics. Skelton, the 

Skelton. 

earliest known Poet Laureate, from under the 
wing of Abbot Islip, poured forth against Cardinal 
Wolsey those furious invectives, which must have 
doomed him to destruction but for the Sanctuary, 
impregnable even by all the power of the Cardinal at 
the height of his grandeur. No stronger proof can be 
found of the sacredness of the spot, or of the indepen- 
dence of the institution. He remained here till his 
death,^ and, like Le Sueur in the Chartreuse at Paris, 
rewarded his protectors by writing the doggerel epitaphs 
which were hung over the royal tombs, and which are 
preserved in most of the older antiquarian works on 
the Abbey. 

The rights of the Sanctuary were di3Solved with the 
dissolution of the Abbey. Abbot Feckenham, as we 
End of the shall SCO, made a vigorous speech in behalf of 
1566. ' the retention of its privileges ; and under his 
auspices three fugitives were there, of very unequal 
rank, *for murder;' a young Lord Dacre, for killing 
'Squire West;' a thief, for killing a tailor in Long 
Acre ; and a Westminster scholar, for 'killing a big boy 
that sold papers and printed books in Westminster 
HalL'* These probably were* its last homicides. 

^ He was bnried in St. Margaret's Clmrchjard, 1529. 

* Machyn's Diartf, Dec. 6, 1556. See Chapter YI. 

' There seems to have been mach discussion as to a case in which 
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After the accession of Elizabeth its inmates were re- 
stricted chiefly to debtors, under the vigilant super- 
vision of the Dean and the Archdeacon. But at last 
even this privilege was attacked. On that occasion, 
Dean Groodman pleaded the claims of the Sanctuary 
before the House of Commons, and, abandoning the 
l^end of St Peter, rested them on the less monastic 
but not less apocryphal charters of King Lucius.^ 
Whatever there might be in other arguments, there was 
' one strong especial reason for its continuance here. This 
privilege had caused the houses within the district to 
let welL' ^ For a time the Dean's arguments, fortified 
by those of two learned civilians, prevailed. But 
Elizabeth added sterner and sterner restrictions, and 
James I. at last suppressed it with all other 
Sanctuaries.^ Unfortunately, the iniquity and 
vice which gathered round the neighbourhood of the 
Abbey, and which has only in our own time been 
cleared away, was the not unnatural result of this 
' City of Sefuge,' a striking instance of the evils which, 
sooner or later, are produced by any attempt to exalt 
local or ecclesiastical sanctity above the claims of law, 
and justice, and morality. The 'Sanctuaries' of me- 
diaeval Christendom may have been necessary remedies 
for a barbarous state of society; but when the bar- 
barism of which they formed a part disappeared, they 
became almost unmixed evils; and the National Schools 
and the Westminster Hospital, which have succeeded 
to the site of the Westminster Sanctuary, may not 

the Abbot, somewhat contrary to his own principles, had delivered np 
a robber of the name of Vanghan. (Exoerpta HistoritB, 312.) 

1 Strype's ArmaU, i. 528. 

« Widmore, p. 141 ; Walcott, p. 80. 

s Widmore, ibid. ; 1 Jas. I. c. 25, § 34 ; 21 Jas. I. c. 28. 
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unfairly be i^;arded as humble indications of the dawn 
of a better age. 

Not far from the Sanctuary was the Almonry, or 
' Ambrey.' It was coeval with the Abbey, but was en- 
The dowed afresh by Henry VII. with a pension 

Almonry, j^^. thirteen poor men,^ and with another for 
women, by his mother, Margaret of Richmond. In con- 
nection with it were two Chapels, that of St Dunstan,^ 
the scene of a Convocation in the reign of Henry VIII.,' 
and that of St Anne, which gave its name to St Anne's 
St Anne-. ^^^ * ^^^ ©ver famous through Sir Soger de 
^*^ Coverley's youthful adventure there : — 

This worthy knight, being then bat a stripling, had occa- 
sion to inquire which was the way to St, Ann^s Lane, upon 
which the person whom he spoke to, instead of answering 
his question^ called him ' a young Popish cur,' and asked him 
who had made Anne a saint 1 The boy, being in some con- 
fusion, inquired of the next he met, which was the way to 
Ann^B Lane ; but was called ' a prick-eared cur ' for his 
pains, and, instead of being shown the way, was told that she 
had been a saint before he was born, and would be one after 
he was hanged. ' Upon this,' says Sir Roger, ' I did not 
think fit to repeat the former question, but going into every 
lane in the neighbourhood, asked what they called the name 
of that lane.' By which ingenious artifice he found out 
the place he inquired after, without giving offence to any 
party.* 

The inner arch of the (ratehouse led into an irr^ular 
square, which was the chief court of the monastery, 

^ Stow, p. 644. — Twelve of the ahnsmen stiU continne, bearing the 
badge of Henry VU/s PortcnUis. > ^are. 

> WUUnB, Cone. iii. 749. See Chapter VI. 

^ In this lane was Porcell's honse. (NoveUo's Life ofPuroeU, p. x.) 
* Spectaior, No. 125. The lane is now destroyed. 
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corresponding to what is at Canterbury called the 
' Green Court/ and which at Westminster, in like man- 
ner (from the large trees planted round it), was known 
as ' The Elms.' ^ Amongst them grew a huge txhe bim* 
oak, which was blown down in 1791. Across YaST^Tiie 
this court ran the long building of the Gran- ^'•n*^- 
ary. It was of two storeys, and was surmounted by a 
large central tower. Near it was the Oxstall, or stable 
for the cattle, and the Bam adjoining the mill-dam.^ 
Its traces were still visible in the broken ground at the 
beginning of this century. At right angles to it were 
the Bakehouse and Brewhouse. 

The Abbot's Place (or Palace), built by Littlington 
with a slight addition by Islip, like the Abbot's house 
at St Albans, occupied the south-western side 'The 
of the Abbey, and stood round an irregular h^/' 
quadrangle, into which, for the most part (as o^te^^r. 
in all houses of that age), its windows looked. dkAbby.) 
Only from the Grand Dining-Hall and its Hau. 
parlour there were windows into the open space before 
the Sanctuary. It was commonly called ' Cheyney Gate 
Manor,' from the conspicuous chain ^ which was drawn 
across the approach from the Sanctuary. It had a 
Chapel in Islip's time, perhaps built or arranged by 
him, — ' My Lord's new Chapel,' hung with ' tapestry of 
the planets,' and white curtains 'full of red heads,' 
probably that at the south-west end of the Nave — in 

1 Malcolm, p. 256. — The green of Dean's Yard was first made in 
1753. ( Gleanings, p. 229.) Professor Willis {Arch. Cantiana, vii. 97) 
conjectures that the word ' Homers' applied to part of the Canterbury 
Precincts, is a cormption of ' Ormeanx ' (' Elms ')• 

* See the document quoted in Gleaningi, p. 224; and Gent, Mag, 
[1815], part i. p. 201. See Chapter VI. 

* Gleanings, p. 222. — So the approach to the Deanery of St. Paul's 
is called < St. Paul's Chain.' 
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connection with the newly huUt ' Jericho Parlour ' and 
with the wooden gallery which overlooks it, and which 
was hung in green and red silk, and having ' a little 
table of Queen Joan's arms.' ^ This house — the pres- 
ent Deanery — was the scene, already in the Middle 
Ages, of many striking events. The reception of Eliza- 
beth Woodville in its Hall has been already told. In 
the Hall, before that time, was concerted the conspir- 
acy^ of Abbot Colchester, which Shakspeare has in- 
corporated into the last scenes of the play of ' Bichard 

u:— 

AumerU. — You holy clergymen, it there no plot 
To rid the realm of this pernicious blot ? 

Abbot, — Before I freely speak my mind herein, 
You shall not only take the sacrament 
To bury niine intents, but to effect 
Whatever I shall happen to devise. 

Come home with me to supper ; I will lay 
A plot, shall show us all a merry day. 

The Abbot had been entrusted with the charge of 
the three Dukes and two Earls who were suspected by 
coMpinusy HeuTy IV. 'You shall be entertained hon- 
or coiches. ourably,' he said, ' for King Bichard's sake ; ' 
ISM. ' and he took the opportunity of their presence 

1 Inventory. 

^ The authorities for this story are HoliDshed and Hall, but in much 
more minute detail the French Chronicle (published by the English 
Historical Society) on the Betrayal of Richard II., pp. 228, 229, 258, 
260. According to this, the Abbot and the two prelates were sent to 
the Tower, bnt afterwards released. According to Hall, when the 
conspiracy was discovered, ' the Abbot, going between his monastery 
and mansion for thought [Le, for anxiety], fell into a sadden palsy, 
and shortly after, without speech, ended his life.' This is ^bnlons, as 
Colchester long oatlived the conspiracy. (See Widmore^ p. 110; Arch- 
asologiay x. 217.) 
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in his house to concert the plot with Walden the de- 
posed Primate, Merks ' the good Bishop of Carlisle ' 
(who had formerly heen a monk at Westminster), 
Maudlin the priest (whose likeness to Richard was so 
remarkable), and two others attached to Richard's Court 
They dined together, evidently in the Abbot's Hall, and 
then withdrew into what is called, in one version 'a 
secret chamber,* ^ in another 'a side council-chamber,' 
where six deeds were prepared by a secretary, to which 
six of the number affixed their seals, and swore to be 
faithful to the death of King Richard.' The 'secret 
chamber ' may have been that which exists behind the 
wall of the present Library of the Deanery, and which 
was opened, after an interval of many years, in 1864.^ 
The Long Chamber, out of which it is approached, 
must have been the chief private apartment of the 
Abbot, and was lighted by six windows looking out on 
the quadrangle. But the ' side council-chamber ' rather 
indicates the first of the long line of associations which 
attach to a spot immediately adjoining the HalL 

' There is an old, low, shabby wall, which runs ofif 
from the south side of the great west doorway into 
Westminster Abbey. This wall is only broken by one 
wired window, and the whole appearance of the wall 
and window is such, that many strangers and inhab- 
itants have wondered why they were allowed to encum- 
ber and deform this magnificent front But that wall 
is the Jerusalem Chamber, and that guarded the jebv- 
window is its principal light' So a venerable chamiwr. 
church-reformer * of our own day describes the external 

^ Holinshed. 

< See Widmore, p. 110; and Archaologia, xx. 217. 

» See Chapter VI. 

* W. W. Hall's Church Inquiry. 1827, p. 244. See Chapter VL 
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appearance of the Chamber which has witnessed so 
many schemes of ecclesiastical polity — some dark and 
narrow, some full of noble aspirations — in the later 
days of our Church, but which even in the Middle 
Ages had become historical. In the time of Henry lY. 
it was still but a private apartment — the withdrawing- 
room of the Abbot, opening on one hand into his re- 
fectory, on the other into his yard or garden^ — just 
rebuilt by Nicholas littlington, and deriving the name 
of Jerusalem, probably, from tapestries * or pictures of 
the history of Jerusalem, as the Antioch Chamber ^ in 
the Palace of Westminster was so called from pictures 
of the history of Antioch .♦ The small ante-chamber 
which connects it vrith the rest of the abbatial build- 
ings was of later date, probably under Abbot Islip ; 
but it derived its name doubtless from its proximity to 
its greater and more famous neighbour. As the older 
and larger was called the ' Jerusalem parlour,' so this 
was called the 'Jericho parlour.'* 

If the Jerusalem Chamber was perhaps the scene of 

1 It 18 this court probably which is mcDtioned in the accounts of 
Abbot Islip as ' the JemaaUm Garden in Cheneygate.' ( Azchiyes, May 
5, 1494.) 

3 ' Two good peeoes of oonnter&it arras, of the seege of Jemsalem/ 
(Waloott's Inventory, p. 47.) The tapestries in the 16th century rep- 
resented the history of the planets. The curtains were of ' pale 
thread full of red roses.' (Inventory.) 

* Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting, i. 20. — Brayley, 59. * Galilee ' 
was the name for the chamber between the Great and Little Hall in 
the Palace of Westminster. ( Vet. Man. iv. 2.) 

^ The first mention of the Chamber in Henry IV.'s time, implies 
that there had been an earlier one, 'a certain chamber called of old 
time Jerusalem.' (Rer. Angl, Script. Vet. i. 499.) To this, perhaps, 
belonged the fragments of painted glass, of the time of Henry III., 
chiefly subjects from the New Testament, but not specially bearing on 
Jerusalem, in the northern window. 

* Inventory. On one of the windows is scratched the date 1512. 
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the conspiracy against the first Lancastrian king, it cer- 
tainly was the scene of his death. Henry Death of 
IV., as his son after ^ him, had heen filled ^H^S' 
with the thought of expiating his usurpation ^^^ 
by a crusade. His Olness, meanwhile, had grown upon 
him during the last years of his life, so as to render 
him a burden to himself and to those around him. He 
was covered with a hideous leprosy, and was almost 
bent double with pain and weakness. In this state he 
had come up to London for his last Parliament The 
galleys were ready for the voyage to the East ' All 
haste and possible speed was made.' It was apparently 
not long after Christmas that the King was making his 
prayers at St Edward's Shrine, ' to take there his leave, 
and so to speed him on his journey,' when he became 
so sick, that such as were about him feared 

' HlBilln«M. 

' that he would have died right there ; where- 
fore they for his comfort bore him into the Abbot's 
Place, and lodged him in a Chamber, and there upon a 
pallet laid him before the fire, where he lay in great 
agony a certain time.' He must have been brought 
through the Cloisters, the present ready access from the 
Nave not being then in existence.^ The 'fire' was 
doubtless where it now is, for which .the Chamber 
then, as afterwards in the seventeenth century, was re- 
markable amongst the parlours of London, and which, 
as afterwards,^ so now, was the immediate though 
homely occasion of the historical interest of the Cham- 
ber. It was the early spring, when the Abbey was 

1 See Chapter in. 

* This was probably added in lalip's time, with the piunage com- 
muDicatiDg directly into the Abbot's Honse. 

* See Chapter YI. It had ' a flrefork ' of iron and two ' andirons.' 
(Inyentory.) 
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filled with its old deadly chill, and the friendly warmth 
naturally brought the King and his attendants to this 
spot. ' At length when he was come to himself, not 
knowing where he was, he freined (asked) of such as 
were about him, what place that was. The which 
showed to him that it belonged to the Abbot of West- 
minster ; and, for he felt himself so sick, he commanded 
to ask if that Chamber had any special name. Whereto 
it was answered that it was named Hierusalem. Then 
said the King, Laud be to the Father of Heaven ! for 
now I know that I shall die in this Chamber, according 
to the prophecy made of me beforesaid, that I should 
die in Hierusalem.' ^ All through his reign his mind 
had been filled with predictions of this sort One espe- 
cially had run through Wales, describing that the son 
of the eagle 'should conquer Jerusalem.'^ The pro- 
phecy was of the same kind as that which misled 
Gambyses at Ecbatana, on Mount Garmel, when he had 
expected to die at Ecbatana in Media ; and (according 
to the l^end) Pope Sylvester II., at * Santa Croce in 
Gerusalemme,' when he had expected to avoid the Devil 
by not going to the Syrian Jerusalem; and Robert 
Guiscard, when he found himself unexpectedly in a 
convent called Jerusalem in Cephalonia.^ 

With this predetermination to die, the King lingered 
on — 

Bear me to that Chamber : there I'll lie — 

In that Jerusalem shall Harry die ; ^ 

1 Fabyan, pp. 388, 389. 

« Arch. XX. 257. 

• Palgraye's Normandy, iv. 479. — A convent bearing the name of 
' Jemsalem ' exists on Monnt Pftmassns, and another near Moscow. 

^ For many years (see Chapter III.) the portrait of his rival, Kich- 
ard II., was hung in this Chamber. It has now returned to its original 
place in the Abbey. 
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and it was then and there that occurred the scene of 
his son's removal of the Crown, which Shakspeare has 
immortalised,^ and which, though first mentioned by 
Monstrelet, is rendered probable by the fre- ^o^^^^^^ 
quent discussions which had been raised in ofHemyv. 
Henry's last years as to the necessity of his resigning 
the crown:* — 

Ceux qui de luy avoient la garde xm certain iour, Toyans 
que de son corps, n'issoit plus d'alaine, cuidans pour vray 
qa'il fut tiansis, luy ayoient couTert le visage. Or est ainsi 
que conmie il est accoutum^ de fiedre en pays, on avoit mis 
sa cour6nne Royal sur une couch assez pite de luy, laquelle 
devoit prendre presentement apies son trepas son dessusdit 
premier fils et successeur, lequel fiit de ce &ire assez prest : 
et print la dicte courrone, d; emporta sur la donner k entendre 
des dictes gardes. Or advint qu'assez tost apres le Roy ieeta 
un soupir si fut descouvert, A retouma en assez bonne m^ 
moire ; & tant qu'il regaida oil auoit este sa couronne mise : 
& quand il ne la veit demanda o^L eUe estoit, & ses gardes 
luy r^pondirent, Sire, monseignenr le Prince vostre fils Ta 
emporta : & il dit qu'on le feit venir deveis luy & il y vint 
Et adonc le Roy lui demanda pourquoi il avoit emporta sa 
couronne, & le Prince dit : Monseigneur, voicy en presence 
ceux qui' m'avoient donn^ k entendre & afferm^ qu'estiez 
trespass^, et pour ce que suis vostre fils aisn^, et qu'k moy 
appartiendra vostre couronne & Royaume apres que serez all^ 
de vie k trepas, I'avoye prise. Et adonc le Roy en soupirant 

^ It is perhaps too mach to suppose that Shakspeare paid any- stten* 
tion to the actual localities, as he evidently represents the whole affair 
as taking place in the Palace. But it is curious that, if the King be 
supposed to remain in the Jerusalem Chamber, the Lords may have 
been * in the other room ' — the Dining Hall, where the music would 
play. Prince Henry might thus pass not ' through the chamber where 
they stayed/ but through the ' open door ' of the Chamber itself into 
the adjacent court. 

2 Pauli, V. 72. 
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luy dit : Beau fils — comment j aoriez voua dioit oar ie n'en 
J euz oncqaea point, & se B^aiiez voua bien. Monaeignenr, 
respondit le Piince, ainsi qui toub Tavez tenu et gaid^ k 
r^p^e, c'eet mon intention de la gaider & deffendie toute ma 
vie; & adonc dit le Eoy, or en fftictes comme bon vous 
sembleia : ie m'en lappoite k Dieu du surplus, auquel ie prie 
qu'il ait mercy de moy. Et bref apres sans autre chose dire, 
alia de vie k trepas.^ 

The English chroniclers speak only of the Prince's 
faithful attendance on his father's sick-bed ; and when, 
as the end drew near, the King's failing sight* pre- 
vented him from observing what the ministering priest 
was doing, his son replied, with the devotedness char- 
acteristic of the Lancastrian House, 'My Lord, he has 
just consecrated the body of our Lord. I entreat you 
to worship Him, by whom kings reign and princes 
rule.' The King feebly raised himself up, and stretched 
out his hands; and, before the elevation of the cup, 
called the Prince to kiss him, and then pronounced 
upon him a blessing,^ variously given, but in each 
version containing an allusion to the blessing of Isaac 
on Jacob — it may be from the recollection of the com- 
parison of himself to Jacob on his first accession,^ or 
from the likeness of the relations of himself and his 
son to the two Jewish Patriarchs. 'These were the 
last words of the victorious Henry.'* The Prince, in 
an agony of grief, retired to an oratory, as it would 
seem, vrithin the monastery; and there, on his bare 

1 Monfltrelet, p. 163. — He speaks of the King's being buried 'k 
ragUse de Vatie moaatier aapi^ ses pr^d^ceesenrs' The burial (see 
Chapter III.) was leaUj at Canterbnzy. 

' Elmham, c. yii. 

* Ibid. Capgrave's De Henriei$, p. 110. 

* See Chapter IL ^ Elmham, c. yii. 
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knees, and with floods of tears, passed the whole of 
that dreary day, till nightfall, in remorse for his past 
sins. At night he secretly went to a holy hermit in 
the Precincts (the successor, probably, of the one whom 
Sichard II. had consulted), and from him, after a full 
confession, received absolution. Such was the tradition 
of what, in modem days, would be called the 'con- 
version of Henry V.' 

The last historical purpose to which the Abbot's 
House was turned before the Dissolution was the four 
days' confinement of Sir Thomas More, under sir Thomas 
charge of the last Abbot, who strongly urged 14-17, im4. 
his acknowledgment of the King's Supremacy. From 
its walls he probably wrote his Appeal to a General 
Council,^ and he was taken thence by the river to the 
Tower. 

On leaving the Abbots House, we find ourselves in 
the midst of the ordinary monastic life. It is now that 
we come upon the indications of the unusual The 

-*' Prion and 

grandeur of the establishment The Abbot's subpriow. 
House was, as we have seen, a little palace. The rest 
was in proportion. In most monasteries there was but 
one Prior (who filled the office of Deputy to the Abbot), 
and one Subprior. Here, close adjoining to the Abbot's 
House, was a long line of buildings, now forming the 
eastern side of Dean's Yard, which were occupied by 
the Prior, the Subprior, the Prior of the Cloister, 
and the two inferior Subpriors, and their Chaplain.^ 
The South Cloister near the Prior's Chamber was 
painted with a fresco of the Nativity.^ The number of 
the inferior officers was doubled in like manner, raising 
the whole number to fifty or sixty. The ordinary 

1 More's Workt, 282 ; Doyne Bell's Tower Chapel, p. 77. . 
« Ware, p. 275. • Cartulary. 

TOL. III. — 4 
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members of the monastic community were, at least in 
the thirteenth century, not admitted without consider- 
able scrutiny as to their character and motives. Their 
number seems to have amounted to about eighty. The 
whole suite was called * the Long House/ or the * Calbege/ 
or the 'House with the Tub in it' — from the large 
keel or cooling tub used in the vaulted cellarage. It 
terminated at the 'Blackstole Tower' still remaining 
at the entrance of 'little Dean's Gata' 

The Abbot's House opened by a large archway, still 
visible, into the West Cloister. The Cloisters had been 
^, begun by the Confessor, and were finished 

CL0I8T.B8. shortly after the Conquest Part of the east- 
em side was rebuilt by Henry III., and part of the 
northern by Edward I. The eastern was finished by 
Abbot Byrcheston in 1345, and the southern and west- 
em, with the remaining part of the northern, by the 
Abbots Langham and littlington from 1350 to 1366.^ 
In this quadrangle was, doubtless, the focus of the 
monastic life, the place of recreation and gossip, of 
intercourse and business, and of final rest. In the 
central plot of grass were buried the humbler brethren; 
in the South and East Cloisters, as we have seen, the 
earlier Abbots. The behaviour of the monks in this 
public place was under the supervision of the two lesser 
Subpriors, who bore the somewhat unpleasant name of 
* Spies of the Cloister.' In the North Cloister, close by 
the entrance of the Church, where the monks usually 
walked, sate the Prior. In the Westem — the one 

1 Gleanings, 37, 52, 53. A fragment, bearing the names of William 
RnfoB and Abbot Gifilebert, is said to haye been found in 1831. ( Gent, 
Mag. [1831], part ii. p. 545.) A capital, with their joint heads, was 
found in the remains of the walls of the Westminster Palace. ( Vet. 
Mon, vol. T. plate xcvii. p. 4.) 
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still the most familiar to Westminster scholars — sate 
the Master of the Novices, with his disciples. Th«sohooi 
This was the first beginning of Westminster cioiston. 
School Traces of it have been found in the literary 
challenges of the London schoolboys, described by 
Fitzstephen,^ in the reign of Henry II., and in the 
legendary traditions of Ingulph's schooldays, in the 
time of the Confessor and Queen Edith: — 

Frequently have I seen her when, in my boyhood, I used 
to visit my fstther, who was employed about the Court ; and 
often when I met her, as I was coming from school, did she 
question me about my studies and my verses, and most 
readily passing from the sohdity of grammar to the brighter 
studies of logic, in which she was particularly skilful, she 
would catch me with the subtle threads of her arguments. 
She would always present me with three or four pieces of 
money, which were counted out to me by her handmaiden, 
and then send me to the royal larder to refiresh myself.* 

Near the seat of the monks was a carved crucifix.^ 
These novices or disciples at their lessons were planted, 
except for one hour in the day, each behind the other.* 
No signals or jokes were allowed amongst them.^ No 
language but French was allowed in their commu- 
nications with each other. English and Latin were ex- 
pressly prohibited.^ The utmost care was to be taken 
with their writings and illuminations.^ 

1 'Paeri diyersarain Bcholamm vezBibns inter se oonrizantiir.' 
[Deteript. Lond,) 

s Ingulpk'M Chromde (a.d. 104d-105l). The Chzonicle reaUj dstes 
from the beginning of the fourteenth centorj. IQuart, Rev, xzxiy. 
296.) s CartnUury. 

* Ware, p. 268. * Ibid. p. 277. 

« Ibid. pp. 2S0, 875, 888, 404, 422, 423.— The form of admission 
is giTen in Latin, French, and English, ib. p. 407. 

7 Ibid. pp. 275, 281. 
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Besides these occupations, many others less civilised 

were carried on in the same place. Under the Abbots 

' of venerable memory ' before Henry III.'s changes, the 

Cloister was the scene of the important act of 

Shaving. _ , . i • v t 

shavmg, an art respectmg which the most 
minute directions are given. Afterwards the younger 
monks alone underwent the operation thus publicly. 
Soap and hot water were to be always at hand ; and if 
any of the monks were imable to perform their duty in 
this respect, they were admonished ' to revolve in their 
minds that saying of the Philosopher, '^ For learning 
what 18 needful no age seems to he too late" * ^ In the 
stem old days, before the time of Abbot Berking * of 
happy memory,' these Claustral shavings took place 
once a fortnight in summer, and once in three weeks in 
winter,^ and also on Saturdays the heads and feet of 
the brethren were duly washed. An arcade in the 
South Cloister is conjectured to have been the Lavatory. 
Baths might be had for health, though not for pleasure. 
The arrangements for the cleanliness of the inmates 
form, in fact, there, as elsewhere in English monasteries, 
a curious contrast with the consecration of filth and 
discomfort in other parts of mediseval life both sacred 
and secular. 

It is difficult to imagine how these various occupa- 
tions were carried on in the Cloisters. The upper 
tracery of the bays appears to have * been glazed ; but 
the lower part was open, then as now ; and the wind, 
rain, and snow must have swept pitilessly alike over 
the brethren in the hands of the monastic barber, and 
the novices turning over their books or spelling out 

1 Ware, pp. 291, 292, 29S-296. * Ibid. p. 290. 

* RemainB of the iron fittings are stiU visible. 
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their manuscripts. The rough carpet of hay and straw 
in summer, and of rashes in winter, and the mats laid 
along the stone benches, must have given to the Clois- 
ters a habitable aspect, unlike their present appearance, 
but could have been but a veiy inadequate protection 
against the inclemency of an English frost or storm. 

If daring any part of this conventual stir the Abbot 
appeared, every one rose and bowed and kept silence 
till he had gone by.^ He passed on, and took his place 
in solitary grandeur in the Eastern Cloister. 

Along the whole length of the Southern Cloister ex- 
tended the Befectory of the Convent, as distinguished 
from that of the Abbot's Hall in his own th»re«c 
'palace.' There were, here, as in the other '^*^- 
greater monasteries,^ guest chambers. The rules for the 
admission of guests show how numerous they were. 
They were always to be hospitably received, mostly 
with a double portion of what the inmates had, and 
were to be shown over the monastery as soon as they 
arrived. All Benedictines had an absolute claim on 
their brother Benedictines ; and it was a serious com- 
plaint that on one occasion a crowd of disorderly Cis- 
tercian guests led to the improper exclasion of the 
Abbots of Boxley and Bayham, and the Precentor of 
Canterbury. The Befectory was a magnificent cham- 
ber, of which the lower arcades were of the time of the 
Confessor, or of the first Norman Kings ; the upper 
story, which contained the Hall itself, of the time of 
Edward III. It was approached by two doors, which 
still remain in the Cloister. The towels for wiping 
their hands hung over the Lavatory outside, between 

1 Ware, pp. 278, 282. 

* Remains exist of a chamber paiaOel to the Refectoiy, which 
probably served this purpose. 
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the doors, or at the table or window of the £[itchen,^ 
which, with the usual Buttery in front (still in part re- 
maining), was at the west end of the Befectory. The 
regulations for the behaviour of the monks at dinner 
are very precise. No monk was to speak at all, no 
guest above a whisper. Laymen of low rank were not 
to dine in the Eef ectory, except on the great exceptional 
occasion when, as we have seen, the fisherman — the 
successor of Edric — came with his offering of the 
salmon to St Peter.*^ The Prior sate at the high table, 
with a small hand-bell (Skylla) beside him, and near 
him sate the greater guests. No one but Abbots or 
Priors of the Benedictine order might take his place, 
especially no Abbot of the rival CiBtercians, and no 
Bishop. Guests were in the habit of purchasing an- 
nuities of provisions, not only for themselves, but for 
their descendants. No one was to sit with his hand on 
his chin, or his hand over his head, as if in pain, or to 
lean on his elbows, or to stare, or to crack nuts with lus 
teeth.* The arrangements of the pots of beer were 
gratefully traced to Abbot Crokesley, ' of blessed mem- 
ory/ * The usual reading of Scripture took place, closed 
by the usual formulary, Tu autem, Bomine miserere 
ncbis,^ The candles were to be carefully lit at dusk. 
Two scandals connected with this practice were pre- 
served in the recollections of the monastery — one of a 
wicked cook, who had concealed a woman in the candle- 
cupboard; another of 'an irrational and impetuous 

1 Ware, p. 263. ^ See Chapter L p. 24. 

« Ware, pp. 206, 207. * Ibid, p. 303. 

^ Ibid. p. 218. — Two particles of this Benedictine serrice are still 
preserved in the Hall of Christ Church, Oxford, on dajs when the 
Dean and Chapter dine. A single verse is recited, in Greek, from the 
first chapter of St. John's Gospel, which is cut short by the Dean saying 
* Tu autem.' 
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sacriaV who had carried off the candles from the Great 
Refectory to the Lesser Dining-hall or ' Misericord' ^ 
To what secidar uses the Eef ectory was turned will ap- 
pear as we proceed. The provisions were to be of the 
best kind, and were under the charge of the Cellarer. 
The wheat was brought up from the Thames to the 
Granary, which stood in the open space now called 
Dean's Yard, and the keeper of which was held to be 
'the Cellarer's right hand.'^ 

Over the East Cloister, approached by a stair which 
still in part remains, was the Dormitory.^ In the 
staircase window leading up to it was a crud- thbDob. 
fix. The floor was covered with matting, thkhomu. 
Each monk had his own chest of clothes, and the like, 
carefully limited, as in a school or ship-cabin.^ They 
were liable to be waked up by the sounding of the 
gong or bell, or horn, or knocking of a board, at an 
alarm of fire, or of a sudden inundation of the Thames.^ 
A gallery still remains opening on the South Transept, 
by which they descended into the Church for their 
night services. They were permitted to have fur caps, 
made of the skins of wild cats or foxes.® At right 
angles to the Dormitory, extending from the Cloister 
to the College garden, was the building known in 
monasteries as 'the lesser dormitory.' ^ 

1 Ware, pp. 233, 235. 
« Ibid. p. 171. 

* The dormitoiy Btfll exiBts, diyided between the Chapter Libraiy 
and the Gieat School (See Chapter VI.) The staizB from the Clois- 
ters were restored bj Sir Gilbert Scott. (See Gleamngs,) Another 
small stair, descending at the sonthem end, was disooyered in 1869. 

4 Ware, pp. 48, 49, 253, 255, 257. 

« Sach a flood took place in 1274. (Matt. West.) 

• Ware, pp. 25, 241. 

^ The long subterranean drain, which indicates the coarse of the 
building, was found in 1868. See Archaologia Cantiana, vii. 82. 
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We pass abruptly from this private and tranquil life 
of the monks in their Dormitory to the three buildings 
which stand in close connection with it, and which, by 
the inextricable union of the Abbey with the Crown 
and State of England, bring us into direct contact with 
^^ the outer world — the Treasury, the Chapter 

tmasuby. House, and the Jewel House or Parliament 
Office. In the Eastern Cloister ia an ancient double 
door, which can * never be opened, except by the officers 
of the Government or their representatives (now the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, till recently, with 
the Comptroller of the Exchequer), bearing seven keys, 
some of them of huge dimensions, that alone could ad- 
mit to the chamber within. That chamber, which 
belongs to the Norman' substructions underneath the 
Dormitory, is no less than the Treasury of England * — 
a grand word, which, whilst it conveys us back to the 
most primitive times, is yet big with the destinies of 
the present and the future ; that sacred building, in 
which were hoarded the treasures of the nation, in the 
days when the public robbers were literally thieves or 
highwaymen ; that institution, which is now the key- 
stone of the Commonwealth, of which the Prime Min- 
ister is the * First Lord,' the Chancellor of the Exchequer 

1 The ' Standard ' Act of 1866 vested the sole cnstodj in the Treas- 
ury. The transfer of the keys of the Exchequer took place on May 31, 
1866. I owe the exact statement of the facts rehiting to the Treasury 
to Sir Charles Trevelyan and Mr. Chisholm. 

^ Gleaningt, pp. 9, 10. 

* In the serenteenth century there were, properly speaking, four 
Treasuries — the first, in the Court of Receipt; the second, in the New 
Palace of Westminster ; the third, in ' the late dissolved Ahbey of West- 
minster, in the old Chapter-house ; ' the fourth was ' in the Cloister of 
the said Ahhey, locked with five locks and keys, heing within two 
strong double doors.' (Repertorie of Records, printed 1631, pp. 15-92.) 
But the three first are, in order of time, later than the fourth. 
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the administrator, and which represents the wealth of the 
wealthiest nation in the world. Here it was that, proba- 
bly almost immediately after the Conquest, the Kings 
determined to lodge their treasure, under the guardian- 
ship of the inviolable Sanctuary which St Peter had 
consecrated, and the bones of the Confessor had sancti- 
fied. So, in the cave hewn out of the rocky side of the 
Hill of Mycense, is still to be seen, in the same vault, at 
once the Tomb and the Treasury of the House of Atreus. 
So, underneath the cliff of the Capitoline Hill, the Treas- 
ury of the Boman Commonwealth was the shrine of 
the most venerable of the Italian gods — the Temple of 
Saturn. So, in this ' Chapel of the Pyx,' as it is now 
called, the remains of an altar seem^ to indicate its 
original sanctity; if it be not, as tradition loved to 
point out, the tomb of one who may well be called the 
genius of the place, the first predecessor of our careful 
Chancellors of the Exchequer, Hugolin, the Tomb of 
chamberlain of the Confessor, whose strict H"«^"»- 
guardianship of the royal treasure kept even his master 
in awe.' Even if not there, he lies hard by, as we shall 
presently see. Hither were brought the most cherished 
possessions of the State. The Eegalia of the Saxon 
monarchy ; the Black Bood of St. Margaret C the Holy 
Cross of Holyrood ' ) from Scotland ; the ' Crocis Gney th ' 
(or Cross of St Neot) from Wales, deposited here by 
Edward I. ;^ the Sceptre or Bod of Moses; the Am- 
pulla of Henry lY. ; the sword with which "King Ath- 
elstane cut through the rock at Dunbar ; ^ the sword 
of Wayland Smith,* by which Henry II. was knighted ; 
the sword of Tristan, presented to. John by the Em- 

^ The piteina shows it to hare been an altar. 

> See Chapter L p. 17. • Palgraye's CaUndan, i. p. cxn. 

4 MalmeBbnry, p. 149. ^ Hist, Gaujridi Ducts, p. 620. 
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peror ; ^ the dagger which wounded Edward I. at Acre ; 
the iron gauntlet worn by John of France when taken 
prisoner at Poitiers." 

In that close interpenetration of Church and State, 
of Palace and Abbey, of which we have before spoken, 
if at times the Clergy have suffered from the undue 
intrusion of the Crown, the Crown has also suffered 
from the undue intrusion of the Clergy. The summer 
of 1303 witnessed an event which probably affected the 
fortunes of the Treasury ever afterwards. The King 
Theiioi). ^^ ^^ ^^ Scottish wars, and had reached 
bery. 1803. Linlithgow, when he heard the news that the 
immense hoard, on which he depended for his supplies, 
had been carried off. The chronicler of Westminster 
records, as matters of equal importance, that in that 
year ' Pope Boniface VIII. was stripped of all his goods, 
and a most audacious robber by himself secretly entered 
the Treasury of the King of England.' * The chronicler 
vehemently repudiates the * wicked suspicion ' that any 
of the monks of Westminster were concerned in the 
transaction. But the facts are too stubborn. The chief 
robber, doubtless, was one Richard de Podlicote, who 
had already climbed by a ladder near the Palace Gate 
through a window of the Chapter House, and broken 
open the door of the Eefectory, whence he carried off a 
considerable amount of silver plate. The more auda- 
cious attempt on the Treasury, whose position he had 
then ascertained, he concerted with friends partly with- 
in, partly without the Ptecincts.* Any one who had 

1 Rymer, i. 99 ; iii. 174. 

* Ibid. i. 197. — It may be aa a memorial of tbis accamnlatioii of 
sacred and secular treasures together, that at the Coronations the Lord 
Treasnrer, with the Lord Chancellor, carried the sacred vessels of the 
altar. (Taylor's Regality, p. 172.) 

' Matthew of Westminster, a.d. 1303. « Ibid. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE TBEASUBT. 69 

passed through the Cloisters in the early spring of that 
year must have been struck by the unusual appearance 
of a crop of hemp springing up over the grassy graves, 
and the gardener who came to mow the grass and carry 
off the herbage was constantly refused admittance. In 
that tangled hemp, sown and grown, it was believed, for 
this special purpose, was concealed the treasure after it 
was taken out In two large black panniers it was 
conveyed away, across the river, to the ' King's Bridge,' 
or pier, where now is Westminster Bridge, by the monk 
Alexander of Pershore, and others, who returned in a 
boat to the Abbot's Mill, on the Mill Bank. The 
broken boxes, the jewels scattered on the floor, the ring 
with which Henry IIL was consecrated, the privy seal 
of the King himself, revealed the deed to the astonished 
eyes of the royal officers when they came to investigate 
the rumour. The Abbot and forty-eight monks were 
taken to the Tower, and a long trial took place.^ The 
Abbot and the rest of the fraternity were released, but 
the chaige was brought home to the Subprior and the 
Sacrist The architecture still bears its protest against 
the treason and the boldness of the robbers. The ap- 
proach from the northern side was walled off, and the 
Treasury thus reduced by one-third.^ Inside and out- 
side of the door by which this passage is entered may 
be felt under the iron cramps fragments of what mod- 
em science has declared to be the skin of a human 
being. The same terrible lining was also affixed to the 
three doors of the Eevestry * in the adjoining compart- 
ment of the Abbey. These savage trophies are gen- 

^ GleaningM, pp. 282-288. The names of the monka aie giTen in 
Dngdale, i. 312 ; Rymer, ii. 938. 
^ Gleaninga, pp. 50-52. 
' Dart, i. 64 ; Akerman, ii. 26 ; GUamngMf pp. 48, 50. 
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erally said to belong to the Danes ; and, in fact, there 
is no period to which they can be so naturally referred 
as to this. They are, doubtless, 'the marks of the nails, 
and the hole in the side of the wall,' to which the 
Westminster chronicler somewhat irreverently appeals, 
to persuade ' the doubter ' not to be faithless, but 'be- 
lieving in the innocence of the monks.' ^ Bather they 
conveyed the same reminder to the clergy who paced 
the Cloisters or mounted to the Dormitory door, as the 
seat on which the Persian judges sate, formed out of 
the skin of their unjust predecessor, with the inscrip- 
tion, 'Bemember whereon thou sittest' Belies of a 
barbarous past, they contain a striking instance of 
terrific precautions against extinct evils. The perils 
vanish — the precautions remain. From that time, 
however, the charm of the Boyal Treasury was broken, 
and its more valuable contents were removed elsewhere, 
although it was still under the protection of the Mon- 
astery.* Thenceforth the Westminster Treasury was 
employed only for guarding the Begalia, the Belies, the 
Becords of Treaties,^ and the box or Pyx containing the 
Standard Trial Pieces of gold and silver, used for deter- 
mining the justness of the gold and silver coins of the 
realm issued from the Boyal Mint One by one these 
glories have passed from it. The Belies doubtless dis- 
appeared at the Bef ormation ; the Treaties, as we shall 
presently see. Except on the eve of the Coronations 
— when they are deposited in the Dean's custody either 
in the Jerusalem Chamber, or in one of the private 

1 Matthew of Westminster, a. d. 1803. 

s The Exchequer paid ten shillingB in 1519 to Mr. Fnlwood, one of 
the monks, for mending the hinges, and supplying a kejr of the Treaa- 
U17 door. (State Papers, 1519.) 

s Palgrave, i. p. IxxtI. 
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closets in his Library — the Begalia have, since the 
Bestoration, been transferred to the Tower.^ The Trial 
Pieces alone remain, to be visited once every five years 
by the officers before mentioned, for the ' Trial of the 
P^'* But it continues, like the enchanted cave of 
Toledo or Covadonga, the original hiding-place of Eng- 
land's gold, an undoubted relic of the Confessor's archi- 
tecture, a solid fragment of the older fabric of the 
monarchy — overshadowed, but not absorbed, by the 
ecclesiastical influences around it, a testimony at once 
to the sacredness of the Abbey and to the independence 
of the Crown, 

The Chapter House has a more complex history than 
the Treasury, and in some respects it epitomises the 
vicissitudes of the Abbey itsell Its earliest period, 

1 I>ow]i to the time of the Conunonwealth, the Treasmj, as contain- 
ing the Regalia, had been in the cnstodjr of the Chapter, as before of 
the Convent. On January 23, 1643, a motion was made in the Com- 
mons that the Dean, Subdean, and Prebendaries should be required 
to deliver up the keys ; and the question put whether, upon the refusal 
of the keys, the door of that place should be broken open. So strong 
was the deference to the ancient rights of the Chapter that, even in 
that excited time, the question was lost by 58 against 37 ; and when 
the doors were finally forced open, it was only on the express under- 
standing that an inyentory be taken, new locks put on the doors, and 
nothing removed till upon further order of the House ; and even this 
was carried only by 42 against 41. (Cobbett's Parliamentary History, 
ill. 118. See Chapter YI.) 

^ The Pjrx, which sometimes gives its name to this chapel, is the 
box kept at the Mint, in which specimens of the coinage are deposited. 
The word ' Pyx ' (originally the Latin for * box,' and derived from the 
pyxis or boxtree) is now limited to this depository of coins in the 
English BUnt, and to the receptacle of the Host in Roman Catholic 
Churches. The Trial is the examination of the coins contained in the 
Pyx by assay and comparison with the Trial Plates or Pieces. See an 
account of it in Brayley's Londiniatia, iv. 145-147 ; and in the ' Report 
to the Controller-General of the Exchequer upon the Trial of the Pyx, 
etc, dated February 10, 1866 ; by Mr. H. W. Chisholm, Chief Clerk 
of the Exchequer.' 
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doubtless, goes back to the Confessor. Of this no ves- 
tiuChap- ^^ remain, unless in the thickness of the 
m HouMt ^jj]g i^ ^Q Crypt beneath.* But even from 
this early time it became the first nucleus of the burials 
Tomte In of the Abbej. Here, at least during the re- 
uouse. building of the Church by Henry III., if not 
before, on the south side of the entrance, were laid Ed- 
win, first Abbot and friend of the Confessor, in a marble 
tomb;^ and close beside and with him, moved thither 
from the Cloister, Sebert, the supposed founder of 
Westminster, St. Paul's, and Cambridge;^ Ethelgoda, 
his wife, and Bicula, his sister ; Hugolin, the chamber- 
lain of the Confessor ; and Sulcard, the first historian 
of the Monastery. At a later period it contained two 
children of Edward III, who were subsequently re- 
moved to the Chapel of St. Edmund.^ Bound its east- 
em and northern walls are still found stone coffins,^ 

1 See Mr. Scott's Essay on the Chapter House in Old London, pp. 
146, 156. 

* The tomb was still visible in the time of Flete, from whose mann- 
script account this is taken. He ahso gives the epitaph and yezaes, 
written on a tablet abore the tomb of Edwin : — 

Ute looelliu hahet Una cadaTeia danstro ; 

Uxor 8«bertl, prima tamen minima ; 
DflfraotA capitis teatft, cluna HagoUniu 

A elaostro novlter hie tmiidatiu erat ; 
Abhaa Edvlniia et Salcardus coenoMta ; 

SalcaidoB mi^or wt — Deaa assit els. 

From these lines it may be inferred that Ethelgoda's was less than 
Hngolin's, and Edwin's than Snlcard's, and that Hngolin's had had its 
head broken. 

> For the removal of Sebert's snpposed remains from the Chapter 
House to the Abbey itself see Chapter I., p. 13. 

4 It has been sometimes said that Eleanor, the youngest daughter 
of Edward I., by his second wife Margaret, bntcaUed after his lamented 
Eleanor, was buried in the Chapter House (1311). But she appears 
(Green* B PrincesBes, iii. 64) to have been taken to Beanlien. 

* Two such were found in 1867. 
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which show it to have been the centre of a consecrated 
cemetery. 

We have already seen the determination of Henry III. 
that the Abbey Church should be of superlative beauty. 
In like manner the Chapter House was to be, Retmiuby 
as Matthew Paris expressively says — mean- imo. 
ing, no doubt, that the word should be strictly taken — 
'incomparable.'^ John of St Omer was ordered to 
make a lectern for it, which was to be, if possible, 
more beautiful than that at St Albans.^ Its structure 
implies the extraordinary care and thought bestowed 
upon it' It was still ^ r^arded as unfinished at the 
close of the fifteenth century. It has three peculiar- 
ities, each shared by only one other building ,t, p^^u- 
of the kind in England. It is, except Lincoln, ""**^ 
the largest Chapter House in the kingdom. It is, ex- 
cept Wells, the only one which has the advantage of a 
spacious Ciypt underneath, to keep it dry and warm. 
It is, except Worcester, the only instance of a round 
or octagonal Chapter House, in the place of the rectan- 
gular or longitudinal buildings usually attached to 
Benedictine monasteries.^ The approach to it was 
unlike that of any other. The Abbey Church itself 
was made to disgorge, as it were, one-third of its 
Southern Transept to form the Eastern Cloister, by 
which it is reached from the ChanceL Over its en- 
trance, from a mass of sculpture, gilding, and paintings 
the Virgin Mother looked down, both within and with- 

» GleamngB, p. 89. « Vet. Mon, vi. 4, 25. 

' The mathematical proportions are strictlj obeerred. The tiles on 
the floor are of the most elaborate patterns ; one is a miniature of the 
original rose window of the Soath Transept. (G. G. Scott) 

4 Cartnlary. 

^ All the other octagonal Chapter Houses are attached to cathe- 
drals. ( Gmt, Mag, 1S66, pt. L p. 4.) 
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out ; ^ and there was also, significant of the purposes of 
the edifice,' a picture of the Last Judgment The vast 
windows, doubtless, were filled with stained-glass.^ Its 
walls were painted in the reign of Edward IV. by a 
conventual artist, Brother John of Northampton, with 
a series of rude frescoes from the Apocalypse, com- 
mencing with four scenes from the legendary life of 
St John,^ and ending with a large group of figures, of 
which it is difficult to decipher the design. At the eas- 
tern end were five stalls, occupied by the Abbot, the 
three Priors, and the Subprior, more richly decorated, 
and of an earlier date. 

The original purposes of the Chapter House were 
quaintly defined by Abbot Ware immediately after its 
Its monastic erection, 'It is the Little House, in which 
poipoMs. ^^^ Convent meets to consult for its welfare. 
It is well called the CapUvlum (Chapter House), be- 
cause it is the caput litium (the head of strifes), for 
there strifes are ended. It is the workshop of the Holy 
Spirit, in which the sons of God are gathered together. 
It is the house of confession, the house of obedience, 
mercy, and forgiveness, the house of unity, peace, and 
tranquillity, where the brethren make satisfaction for 
their faults.'* 

These uses seem to be indicated in the scrolls on the 
Angels' wings above the Abbot's stall, on which are 
written cmifessio, satisfadio, mundiHa camis, purUas 
mentis, and the other virtues arranged beneath. 

To this, at least once a week, the whole Convent 

1 Ware, pp. 2SS, 419. > See Cartnlazy. 

> The exact date of the progrees of the bnilding is giren by the 
accounts for the canvas to fill np the emptj windows (1253). 

* Cartnlary. This date confirms the previous conjecture of Sir 
Charles Kastlake (Higiory of Oil Painting, p. 180). 

« Ware, p. 311. 
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came in procession. They marched in double file 
through the vestibule, of which the floor still capitnitf 
bears traces of their feet They bowed, on °>***^°«^ 
their entrance, to the Great Crucifix, which rose, prob- 
ably, immediately before them over the stalls at the 
east end, where the Abbot and his four chief officers 
were enthroned 

When they were all seated on the stone seats round, 
perfect freedom of speech was allowed. Now was the 
opportunity for making any complaints, and for con- 
fessing faults. A story was long remembered of the 
mistake made by a foolish Prior in Abbot Papillon's 
time, who confessed out of his proper tum.^ The warn- 
ing of the great Benedictine oracle, Anselm, against 
the slightest violation of rules, was emphatically re- 
peated.^ No signals were to be made across the build- 
ing.^ The guilty parties were to acknowledge their 
faults at the step before the Abbot's Stall Here, too, 
was the scene of judgment and punishment The de- 
tails are such as recall a rough school rather than a 
grave ecclesiastical community. The younger monks 
were flogged elsewhere.^ But the others, stripped^ 
wholly or from the waist upwards, or in their shirts 
girt close round them, were scourged in public here, 
with rods of single or double thickness, by the ' mature 
brothers,' who formed the Council of the Abbot (but 
always excluding the accuser from the office), the crim- 
inal himself sitting on a three-legged bench — probably 
before the central pillar, which was used as a judgment- 
seat or whipping-post^ If flogging was deemed insuffi- 

1 Ware, p. 316. * Ibid. pp. 318, 331. • Ibid. p. 321. 

« Ibid. pp. 348, 366, 383. * Ibid. p. 380. 

• Fosbroke's MonadUsm,^ 222; Mafct. Paria, p. 848; Piers Plow- 
man, 2819; Waie. 

VOL. III. — 6 
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dent, the only farther pnniahment was expulsion. The 
terrors of immmeiiieiit or tortoie seem anknown. 

In this stately building the chief ceremonials of the 
Abbey were arranged, as they aie now in the Jerusalem 
Chamber. Here were fixed the preliminary services 
of the anniversaries of Henry Vil ; and the Chantry 
monks, and the scholars to be &eaat at his cost to the 
universities, were appointed.^ 

It has been well observed,^ that the Chapter House 
is an edifice and an institution almost exclusively 
English. In the origuial Basilica the Apse was the 
assembly-place, where the Bishop sate in the centre 



r of of his clergy, and r^ulated ecclesiastical 



afifairs. Such an arrangement was well suited 
for the delivery of a pastoral address, and for the rule 
of a despotic hierarchy, as in the churches of the Con- 
tinent; but it was not in accordance with the Anglo- 
Saxon idea of a deliberative assembly, which should 
discuss every question as a necessary preliminary to 
its being promulgated as a law. It was therefore by a 
natural sequence of thought that the Council Chamber 
of the Abbey of Westminster became the Parliament 
House of the English nation, the cradle of representa- 
tive and constitutional government, of Parliament, 
Legislative Chambers, and Congress, throughout the 
world. 

At the very time when Henry IIL was building the 
Abbey — nay, in part as the direct consequence of the 
means which he took to bmld it — a new institution 
was called into existence, which first was harboured 
within the adjoining Palace, and then rapidly became 
too large for the Palace to contain. As the building 

1 Malcolm, p. 222. 

3 FergOBSon's Handbook of Architecture, ii. 53. 
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of the new St. Peter^s at Borne, by the indulgences 
issued to provide for its erection, produced Rjseofthe 
the Eefonnation, so the building of this new c?^<^ 
St Peter's at Westminster, by the enormous **^ 
sums which the King exacted from his subjects, to 
gratify his artistic or his devotional sentiment, pro- 
duced the House of Commons. And the House of 
Commons found its first independent home in the ' in- 
comparable' Chapter House of Westminster. What- 
ever may be the value of Wren's statement, that ' the 
Abbot lent it to the King for the use of the Commons, 
on condition that the Crown should repair it,'^ there 
can be no question that, from the time of the separa- 
tion of the Commons from the Lords, it seprnte 
became their habitual meeting-place.^ The theHoSwof 
exact moment of the separation cannot per- isss. 
haps be ascertained. In the first instance, the two 
Houses met in Westminster HalL But they parted 
as early as the eleventh year of Edward L' From 
that time the Lords met in the Painted Chamber in 
the Palace ; the Commons, whenever they sate in Lon- 
don, within the precincts of the Abbey. Such secular 
assemblies had already assembled under its shadow, 
though not yet within the Chapter House. oommoiMiof 
We find the Commons of London in the toe^aoii? 
Cloister churchyard in 1263.* The vast ob- t^^i*®- 
long of the Befectory naturally lent itself to large 
gatherings of this kind. There, in a chamber only 

1 Elmes's Life of Wren, Appendix, p. 110. 

' It 10 conjectured by Carter {Ancient Sedpturts, p. 75) that the 
Jerusalem Chamber of the Abbot was the Antioch Chamber of Henry 
UL (p. 417), and made orer by the Crown in exchange for the Chapter 
Honse. But there is no snffident ground for this supposition. 

s Hallam's Middle Ages, iU. 54. 

« Liber de Antiq, Legilmt, p. 19. 
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inferior in beauty and size to Westminster Hall, Henry 
IIL held a great Council of State in 1244.^ There, 
Councils of ^ an assembly, partly of laity, partly of 
Sfectoiyf* clergy,* Edward L insisted on a suteidy of a 
^*^'' half of their possessions. The consternation 
^^' had been so great, that the Dean of St 

Paul's had, in his endeavour to remonstrate, dropped 
down dead at King Edward's feet But 'the King 
passed over this event with indifferent eyes/ and per- 
sisted the more vehemently in his demands. 'The 
consequence was that, . . . after eating sour grapes, at 
last, when they were assembled in the Befectory of the 
monks of Westminster, a knight, John Havering by 
name, rose up and said, " My venerable men, this is the 
demand of the King — the annual half of the revenues 
of your chamber. And if any one objects to this, let 
him rise up in the middle of this assembly, that his 
person may be recognised and taken note of, as he is 
guilty of treason against the King's peace."' There 
was silence at once, 'When they heard this, all the 
prelates were dispirited, and immediately agreed to 
the King's demands/^ In the Eefectory, accordingly, 
the Commons were convened, under Edward II., when 
they impeached Piers Gaveston; and also on several 
nnuiiiyin occasious during the reigns of Bichard II., 
House. Hcury IV., and Henry V,* But their usual 
resort was 'in their ancient place the House of the 
Chapter in the Great Cloister of the Abbey of West- 

1 Matt. Paris, 639. 

3 Chiefly the Clergy, and, therefore, perhaps the Conyocations, Sep- 
tember 21, 1294. (Parry's ParliamenU, p. 56.) 

> Matthew of Westminster, 1294. 

« 18 Richard 11. Parliament RolU, ii. 329; 20 Richard II. ibid. iii. 
338 ; 5 Henry IV. ibid. 523 ; 2 Henry V. ibid. iv. 34; 8 Henry V. ibid. 
70. 
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minster/ ^ On one occasion a Parliament was summoned 
there, in 1256, even before the birth of the House of 
Commons, to giant a subsidy for Sicily.^ It n^,^ ^ 
is from the reign of Edward III., however, that ^"•* 
these meetings of the Commons were fixed within its 
walls. With this coincides the date of those curious 
decorations which in that age seemed specially appro- 
priate. ' Piers Plowman's ' • vision of a Chapter House 
was as of a great church, carven and covered, and 
quaintly entailed, with seemly ceilings set aloft, as a 
Parliament n<mse painted about The Seraphs that 
adorn the chief stalls, the long series of Apocalyptic 
pictures which were added to the lesser stalls, were 
evidently thought the fitting accompaniments of the 
great Council Chamber. The Speaker,^ no doubt, took 
his place in the Abbot's Stall facing the entrance. 
The burgesses and knights who came up reluctantly 
from the country, to the unwelcome charge of their 
public business, must have sate round the building — 
those who had the best seats, in the eighty stalls of 
the monks, the others arranged as best they could. 
To the central pillar were attached placards, libel- 
lous or otherwise, to attract the attention of the 
members.^ 

The Acts of Parliament which the Chapter House 
witnessed derive a double significance from the locality. 

1 25 Edward m. Pari. Rolls, ii. 237 ; 50 Edward m. ibid. 322, 327 ; 
51 Edward IIL ibid. 363 ; 1 Richard II. ibid. iii. 5 ; 2 Richard II. ibid. 
33; 8 Richard II. ibid. 185. Coke's Institutes, iy. 1. 

> Ann. Bnrt. 386 ; Hodj, 346. (Parry, 37.) 

• Pien Plowman's Creed, 1. 396, Ac. 

* The first authentic Speaker, Peter de la Mare, was elected in 
1377. 

^ See the libel, of which two copies were so affixed, against Alex- 
ander Neyile, Archbishop of York in the time of Richard IL {Arch. 
xvi. 80.) 
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A doubtful tradition ^ records that the monks of West- 
minster complained of the disturbance of their devotions 
hj the noise and tumult of the adjoining Par- 
liament. Unquestionably there is a strange 
irony, if indeed it be not rather a profounder wisdom, 
in the thought that within this consecrated precinct 
were passed those memorable statutes which restrained 
the power of that very body under whose shelter they 
were discussed. Here the Commons must 
cunupectA have assented to the dry humour of the 

Agatis, 1286. 

statute of statute Circumspecte Agatis, which, whilst it 
W50. ' appears to grant the lesser privileges of the 
^muniw, clergy, virtually withholds the larger* Here 
also were enacted the Statutes of Provisions 
and of Praemunire,' which, as Fuller says, first ' pared 
the Pope's nails to the quick, and then cut off his 
fingers.' These ancient walls heard Hhe Commons 
aforesaid say the things so attempted be clearly against 
the King's crown and regality, used and approved of 
the time of all his progenitors, and declare that they 
and all the liege Commons of the same realm will stand 
with our Lord the King and his said crown and his 
regality in the cases aforesaid, and in all other cases 
attempted against him, his crown, and his regality, in 
conventioii all points to Uvc and to dia' Here also was 

of Henxy V., 

W2L convened the Assembly, half secular and half 

ecclesiastical, when Henry V. summoned the chief 
Benedictine ecclesiastics to consider the abuses of their 

1 It 10 mentioned in Montalembert's Moines de VOcddent, iv. 432 ; 
bnt I have nerer been able to rerify it. 

> ' Acknowledged as a statute, though not drawn in the form of 
one.' Hallam's AfiddU Ages, iL 317; Fuller's Church HiMtory, a. d. 
1285. 

s Hallam's MtddU Ages, ii. 339, 356 ; Fuller's Church HiMlorg, a.d. 
1350; Statutes, 25 Edward IIL c. 6, 16 Richard IL c. 5. 

\ 
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order, consequent on the number of yonng Abbots 
who had lately succeeded, after an unusual mortality 
amongst their elders. The King himself was present, 
with his four councillors. He entered humbly enough 
(satis humiliter), and with a low bow to the assembly 
sate down, doubtless in the Abbot's Chair, and heard a 
discourse on the subject by Edmund Lacy, Bishop of 
Exeter. Sixty Abbots and Priors were there, seated, 
we may suppose, in the staUs, and more than 300 
monks in the body of the house. The King then rec- 
ommended the needful reforms, and assured them of 
his protection.^ Here, in order to be out of the reach 
of the jurisdiction of his brother Primate, wouwy's 
Wolsey, as Cardinal L^ate, held his Legatine court, i5S7. 
Court, and with the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
other prelates sate in judgment on Thomas Bilney and 
Dr. Barnes, both of them afterwards' burnt for their 
Protestant opinions. Tonstal, Bishop of London, sate 
as his commissary, and received there a humble re- 
cantation by a London priest, of the heretical practices 
'of Martin Luther and his sect'^ Here, The Acts of 
finally, were enacted the scenes in which, auon. 
during the first epoch of the Beformation, the House 
of Commons took so prominent a part by pressing for- 
ward those Church of England statutes which laid the 
'foundations of the new State,' which 'found England 
in dependency upon a foreign power, and left it a free 
nation ;' which gave the voice of the nation for the first 
time its free expression in the councils of the Church.^ 



1 Wabdngbam, p. 337 ; Tyler, ii. 67 ; Harleian MS., Na 6064. 
(Malcolm's Londinium, p. 230.) 

^ Foxe's Acts and Monuments, ir. p. 622. 

* Strjpe's Ecc. Mem. i. 109. See Chapter VI. 

* Froude, ii. 455, 456. 
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Within the Chapter House must thus have been 
passed the first Clergy Discipline Act, the first Clergy 
The Act of Besidence Act, and chief of all, the Act of 
Submission, g^pjemacy and the Act of Submission. Here, 
to acquiesce in that Act, as we shall see, met the Con- 
vocation of the Province of Canterbury.^ Beneath that 
The Act of vaulted roof and before that central pillar 
Suppression, ^^g^j j^avc been placed the famous Black Book, 
which sealed the fate of all the monasteries of England, 
including the Abbey of Westminster close by, and 
which struck such a thrill of horror through the House 
of Commons when they heard its contents.* 

The last time that the Commons sate in the building 
was on the last day of the life of Henry VIII. The 
last Act passed was the attainder of the Duke of Nor- 
folk ; and they must have been sitting here when the 
news reached them that the King had died that morn- 
ing, and while those preparations for the coronation of 
Prince Edward — whom King Henry had designed 
should be crowned before his own death, in order to 
secure his succession — were going on in the Abbey, 
which was summarily broken off when the news came 
that the King himself was dead.' 

In the year 1540, when the Abbey was dissolved, 
the Chapter House became, what it has ever since con- 
Transfer tinned to be, absolutely public and national 
^pHuJsr property. It is uncertain where the Dean and 
to^e *^ Chapter, who then succeeded, held their first 
Chamber? meetings. But they never could have entered 
HoiSieo* the Ancient Chapter House by right in the 
St Stephen's, performance of any portion of their duties; 
and the Jerusalem Chamber, for all practical purposes, 

1 Wake's State of the Church, App. pp. 219, 220. See Chapter YL 
s Froade, iv. 520. * See Chapter IL p. 96. 
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soon became 'our Chapter House.' ^ In 1547, in the 
first year of Edward YL, the Commons moved to the 
Chapel of St Stephen,^ in the Palace of Westminster. 
This splendid edifice had become vacant in consequence 
of the suppression of the collegiate Chapter of St. 
Stephen^ which occupied the same position in regard to 
Westminster that the Chapel of St. George occupied to 
Windsor. From this period we enter on the third stage 
of the history of the Chapter House,* when the Govern- 
ment appropriated it to the preservation of the PubUc 

1 The date of the earliest Chapter Order Book is 1642. The Chap- 
ten are there said to he held, and the Deans to he installed, ' in the 
Chapter House,' as Cox was in 1549. It was in 1555 that the Jem- 
salem Chamher was first used as a Chapter House. In the interval 
hetween 1540 and 1555 it was treated as a separate habitation, 'the 
house in the which Mother Jone doth dwell.' (Walcott's Inventory, 
p. 47.) There is no express indication of any change till 1637, when 
it is said, a ' Chapter was holden, in the usual place of meeting, for the 
CoUegiate Church of St. Peter in Westminster;' on December 13, 
1638, ' a Chapter is holden in Hienisalem Chamber; ' in February 16, 
1638-39, ' at the accustomed place.' The clause in all leases, as far 
back as can be traced, and to the present day, is, ' Given in the Chap- 
ter House of the Dean and Chapter at Westminster.' 

3 The Chapel of St. Stephen was founded by King Stephen. It 
was rebuilt by Edward III., as a thank-offering after his victories, on 
a yet more splendid scale than St. George's at Windsor. Its Canons 
gave their name to Canon Row, sometimes also called St. Stephen's 
Alley. Between this collegiate body and that of the Abbey long dis- 
putes of jurisdiction raged, till they were finally settled in Abbot 
Esteney's time, as recorded with much curious detail in his Niger 
Quartenar, p. 118. After the Dissolution it became the property of 
the Crown (by 2 Edward VI. c. 14), and was granted for other pur- 
poses, probably from the ruin into which Westminster Palace had then 
recently fallen from fire. 

' The only connection of the Chapter with the Chapter House was 
retained in two adjoining offices. These were erected by the Govern- 
ment on ground belonging to the Dean and Chapter, who granted a 
lease for forty years, from Michaelmas 1800, to W. Chinnery, Esq. (as 
nominee on behalf of the Treasury). This lease expired on Michael- 
mas Day 1840. Since that time the Office of Works has paid a rent of 
j£10 : 1 : 4 to the Dean and Chapter. 
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Records. These records were afterwards still further 
augmented at the close of the seventeenth century. 
The Chapter Dowu to that time many of the documents 
Es^rBecord wcrc kept in the Pyx Chapel ; but ' about the 
18(0!** " ' year 1697 one of the Prebendaries of West- 
minster having built a copper for boiling, just under 
one of the windows of the Treasury, such a dampness 
was thereby occasioned as very much injured the 
Secords, which occasioned the removal of them into 
the Chapter House.' ^ And again, an alarming fire, 
which in 1731 broke out in the Cloisters, occasioned 
the removal of whatever documents had been left in 
the Chapel of the Pyx, for safety, into the Chapter 
House ;^ and in order to fit the building for this pur- 
pose an upper storey was proposed. Sir Christopher 
Wren had in 1705 protested and 'absolutely refused to 
build any gallery for such use ; ' but now it was carried 
out, for in 1740 the groined roof was taken down 
as ruinous.^ There was a constant and ineffectual 
complaint maintained by the House of Commons 
against the 'eternal brewhouse and the eternal wash- 
house' of the Chapter, as endangering the safety of 
the records. It began in 1732, and lasted till 1832, 
and was the subject of a comical speech by Charles 
Buller. 

But even this period is not without interest in itself, 
and invests the Chapter House with another series of 
delightful historical associations. The unsightly gal- 
leries, which long obstructed it, once contained the 
Domesday Book and other like treasures of English 

1 Extract from note in pocketbook of Dr. G. Harbin, librarian at 
Lonjrleat, 1710. 

* Palgrave's Calendars, vol. i. pp. cxxY.-cxxix. See Chapter VI. 

* Felix Snmmerly's Handbook of Westminster Abbey, 43. 
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History. Here was nourished the glory of three names 
for ever dear to English archaeology — Arthur Agarde, 
Thomas Kymer, and Francis Palgrave.^ 

Arthur Agarde was ' a man known to Selden to be 
most painful, industrious, and sufficient in things of 
this nature/ and to Camden as * antiguarius indgnis! 
He was one of the original members of the j^^hur 
Society of Antiquaries, and there laboured in bSSd'Aug. 
company with Archbishop Parker, Sir Eobert ^* ^^^' 
Cotton (who became his intimate friend), two whom he 
must often have met in the Cloisters, Lancelot Andrewes 
as Dean, and Camden as Headmaster of Westminster 
School Here he toiled over the Domesday Book and 
the Antiquities of the Parliament which had assembled 
in the scene of his labours. Here he composed the 
' Compendium ' of the Becords in the adjacent Treasury, 
where some of the chests stUl remain inscribed as he 
left them ; and here, in the Cloisters, by the door of the 
Chapter House, he caused the monument to himself and 
his wife to be erected before his death, in 1615, in his 
seventy-fifth year — 'Eecordorum Eegiorum hio prope 
depositorum diligens scrutator.' 

Thomas Rymer, the historiographer of King William 
III., was a constant pilgrim to the Chapter House for 
the compilation of his valuable work on the Thomas 

BTinar, diod 

Treaties of England. So carefully closed was i7i8. 
the Becord Office itself, that he had to sit outside in 
the vestibule; and there, day after day, out of the 
papers and parchments that were doled out to him, 
formed the solid folios of 'Rymer's Foedera.'* 

Sir Francis Palgrave — who can forget the delight 
of exploring under his guidance the treasures of which 

1 Biog. Brit, i. 66, 347 ; xiy. 164. 

* Mr. Barftt, in the GtrOkman's Magazine, October 1859, pp. 336^343. 
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he was the honoured guardian ? So dearly did he value 
Fnndt the Connection which, through the Keepership 
diedi86i. of the Bccords, he had established with this 
venerable edifice, that, lest he should seem to have 
severed the last link, he insisted, even after the removal 
of the Becords, on the replacement of the direction 
outside the door, which there remained long after his 
death — 'AH letters and parcels addressed to Sir F. 
Falgrave are to be sent to Bolls Court, Chancery Lane/ 
On the night of the fire which consumed the Houses 
of Parliament in 1834,^ when thousands were gathered 
below, watching the progress of the flames, when the 
waning affection for our ancient national monuments 
seemed to be revived in that crisis of their fate, when, 
as the conflagration was driven by the wind towards 
Westminster Hall, the innumerable faces of that vast 
multitude, lighted up in the broad glare with more 
than the light of day, were visibly swayed by the agita- 
tion of the devouring breeze, and one voice, one prayer 
seemed to go up from every upturned countenance, 
* O save the Hall ! ' — on that night two small figures 
might have been seen standing on the roof of the 
Chapter House overlooking the terrific blaze, parted 
from them only by the narrow space of Old Palace 
Yard. One was the Keeper of the Becords, the other 
was Dean Ireland. They had climbed up through the 
hole in the roof to witness the awful scene. Suddenly 
a gust of wind swept the flames in that direction. 
Palgrave, with all the enthusiasm of the antiquarian 
and of his own eager temperament, turned to the Dean, 
and suggested that they should descend into the Chap- 
ter House and carry off its most valued treasures into 

1 I owe this story partlj to Lord Hstherlej, who witneased it from 
below ; and partly to Sir Francis Palgrave himself. 
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the Abbey for safety. Dean Ireland, with the caution 
belonging at once to his office and his character, an- 
swered that he could not think of doing so without 
applying to Lord Melbourne, the First Lord of the 
Treasury. 

It was a true, though grotesque, expression of the 
actual facts of the case. The Government were the 
masters of the Chapter House. On them thus de- 
volved the duty of its preservation, when, TheRMto- 
after its various viciasitudes, it once more cfiSSw'**'* 
became vacant by the removal of the Secords ^<»"^i^« 
to the Bolls House. Then, in 1865, in the eight hun- 
dredth anniversary of its own foundation, in the six 
hundredth anniversary of the House of Commons, 
which it had so long sheltered, a meeting of the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries was held within its disfigured and 
deserted walls, to urge the duty of restoring it to its 
pristine beauty. Under the auspices of Mr. Gladstone, 
then Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Cowper, 
First Commissioner of Works, the adequate sum was 
granted by Parliament, and the venerable building has 
become one of the most splendid trophies of the archae- 
ological and architectural triumphs of the Nineteenth 
Century. Its stained windows will represent the 
scenes which have interwoven English history with 
the Abbey. Its tables contain the various local illus- 
trations of Westminster. 

Not far from the Chapter House and Treasury, and 
curiously following their fortunes, is an ancient square 
' Tower,' which may once have served the pur- ^he jewd 
pose of a monastic prison, but which was sold ^**°**" 
to the Crown in the last year of Edward III.^ It bears 
in its architecture the marks of the great builder of 

1 Widmor©, 174, 231. 
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that time — Abbot Littlington.^ For many years it 
ThePariuir ^^ the King's Jewel Housa It then be- 
ment Office. ^^^^ c ^^ Parliament office/ — that is, the 
depository of the Acts of Parliament, which had been 
passed either in the adjacent Chapter House or in the 
Chapel of St. Stephen. In 1864 * they were transferred 
to the far grander Tower, bearing the name of Queen 
Victoria, and exhibiting the same enlaiged proportions 
to the humble Tower of the Plantagenets, that the 
Empire of our gracious Sovereign bears to their dimin- 
utive kingdom. But the gray fortress still remains, 
and with the Treasury and the Chapter House forms 
the triple link of the English State and Church with 
the venerable past. Comparing the concentration of 
English historical edifices at Westminster with those 
at Bome under the Capitol, as the Temple of Saturn 
finds its likeness in the Treasury, and the Temple of 
Concord (where the Senate assembled) in the Chapter 
House and Befectory, so the massive walls of the Tabu- 
larium, where the decrees of the Senate were carefully 
guarded, correspond to the Square Tower of the Parlia- 
ment office, overlooking the garden of the Precincts 
from which it has long been parted. 

From the Jewel House, across the end of the (harden, 
was a pathway to the stream which flowed into the 
Thames — used chiefly for processions on Bogation days 
and other like holidays — over a piece of ground which 

1 For the aichitectnzal deBcription of it, see Gleaninga, p. S26. It ii 
DOW nsed as the depository of the standaids of weights and measares, 
in connection with the Trial of the Pjx. 

3 Bj this removal was recovered the long-lost Prayer-book of 1662, 
which had been detached from the Act of Unif ormitj, and had lain hid 
in some obscnre comer of the Parliament Office. It was in 1864 de- 
posited in the Chief Clerk's Office in the House of Lords, where it was 
found in 1867. 
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belonged to the Prior, but which was left as a kind of 
waste plot, from its exposure to the floods both of 
stream and river. This comer of the Precincts was the 
scene of a curious story, which was, no doubt, often 
told in the Cloister and Eefectory. Not far ^^ ^, 
from the Jewel House was the cell of the her- ***'***• 
mit who ^ formed an adjunct of the monastic commun- 
ity — and was, in successive generations, consulted by 
Henry IlL, Bichard XL, and Henry V. Its occupant, 
at the close of the fourteenth century, was buried in a 
leaden coffin, in a small adjacent chapeL A certain 
William Ushbome, keeper of the adjacent ushbome 
Palace, suborned a plumber of the convent to fl«hpond. 
dig up the sacred bones, which he tossed into the well 
in the centre of the cloister-cemetery, and had the 
leaden coffin conveyed by its iron clasps to his office. 
The sacrilege was first visited on the poor plumber, 
who was seized Mrith a sudden faintness and died in 
Ushbome's house. Tins, however, was but the begin- 
ning of Ushbome's crimes. He afterwards contrived to 
appropriate the waste marsh just described, which he 
turned into a garden, with a pond to preserve his own 
fresh fish On a certain fast day, the Vigil of St. Peter 
ad Vincula, the day before the great conventual feast 
on the fat bucks of Windsor — he invited his West- 
minster neighbours to a supper. Out of the pond he 
had fished a large pike. He himself began upon it, 
and after two or three mouthfuls he screamed out, 
'Look — look — here is come a fellow who is going to 
choke me ; ' and thus caught, ' without the viaticum,' 
by the very fish which had been the cause of his sacri- 
lege, he died on the spot and was buried in the Choir 
of St. Margaret's. It was a matter of unfeigned satis- 

1 Lestrange, in Norfolk Archaologieal JournaL 
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faction that his saccessor, though bearing the same ill- 
omened name of William, was a highly respectable man, 
^good and simple/ who made many benefactions to the 
Abbey, and was buried just within the Church, by the 
basin for holy water at the Cloister door.^ There was 
also a succession of female anchorites ('my Lady 
Anchoress'), who were the laundresses of the sacred 
vestments. 

Leaving these haunted spots, we return to the Gar- 
den, which had been thus invaded and avenged. The 
prior's portion of it was remarkable as having been 
Theouden planted with damson trees.^ But the laiger 
inflmury. part of it, uow the College Grarden, was the 
pleasure-ground of the Infirmary, corresponding to what 
The In- *^ Canterbury is now called *The Oaks,' in 
flnnaiy. which the sick monks took exercisa The In- 
firmary itself, which has almost totally disappeared, 
was almost a second monastery. The fragments of its 
Korman arches show that it belonged to the original 
establishment of the Confessor. Hither came the pro- 
cessions of the Convent to see the sick brethren ; ^ and 
were greeted by a blazing fire in the Hall, and long 
rows of candles in the ChapeL* Here, although not 
only here, were conducted the constant bleedings of 
the monks.^ Here, in the Chapel, the young monks 
were privately whipped. Here the invalids were 
soothed by music.^ Here also lived the seven ' play- 
fellows '^ {8ympectce)y the name given to the elder 
monks, who, after they had passed fifty years in the 
monastic profession, were exempted from all the ordi- 



Cartulary. « Ibid. 

Ware, pp. 479, 483. « Ibid. pp. 264, 265. 

Ibid. pp. 425, 438, 440, 444. • Ibid. p. 475. 
Ibid. n. S4S. 
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THE INFIBMABY. 81 

nary r^ulations, were never told anythmg unpleasant, 
and themselves took the liberty of examining and cen- 
suring everything.* 

A few arcades and pillars mark the position of the 
ancient Hall and Chapel of the Infirmary, which here, 
as elsewhere, has been absorbed into the modem capit- 
ular buildings. The Chapel, of which the proportions 
can be imagined from the vast remains of the corre- 
sponding edifice at Canterbury, was dedicated to St. 
Catherine. This, rather than tlie Abbey Church itself, 
was used for such general ecclesiastical solemnities as 
took place in the Precincts. Of the thirty-eight ' epis- 
copal consecrations described before the Beformation as 
performed in ' Westminster,' where any special locality 
is designated, we usually find the Chapel of St Cath- 

^ The Chronicle so called of Ingolph, a.d. 974; Dncange {voo» 
Sempecta) ; Fosbroke's Monachiim, 265. 

^ For the accurate Btatement of these consecrationB I am indebted 
to Professor Stnbbs. Those which are recorded as taking phice in 
' Westminster/ bat without the specification of particular localities, 
are of Bernard, Bishop of St. David's, in 1115 ; David of Bangor in 
1120, Robert Chichester of Exeter in 1138, Roger of Pontevyne in 1154, 
Adam of St. Asaph in 1175, Henslow, William de Blois of Worcester 
in 1218, John Fountain of Ely in 1220, Geoffrey de Burgh of Ely in 
1225, Albert of Armagh in 1248, Louis de Beaumont of Durham in 
1318, Alexander Neville of York in 1374, Walter Skirlow of Lich- 
field in 1386, Alexander Bache of St. Asaph in 1390. It is natural to 
suppose that these were consecrated within the precincts of the Abbey, 
and, if so, probably in St. Catherine's Chapel. But the specification of 
the Palaces of the Bishops of Carlisle, Durham, and York, and of the 
Chapel of St. Stephen for the remaining eleven, between 1327 and 
1535, makes it doubtful whether some of the earlier ones may not also 
have taken place in private chapels. Becket's election to the primacy, 
1162, was recited and confirmed by Henry de Blois in the Refectory. 
(Diceto, 533.) Baldwin (1184) was elected by the royal party against 
the Canterbury monks, in a tumultuous meeting in the Chapter House 
of Westminster. In order to forestall their adversaries, they rushed at 
once with a Te Deum to the Abbey, kissed Baldwin before the altar, 
and returned him to the king as elected. (Benedict, 415.) 

VOL. III. — 6 
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erine. Kfteen^ certainly, probably more, were there 
consecrated. One, William de Blois, was consecrated 
to Lincoln, before the High Altar, in 1203. Abbot 
Milling was consecrated to Hereford in the Lady 
Chapel in 1474, a few years before its destruction by 
Henry VIL 

Besides these more individual solemnities, St. Cath- 
erine's Chapel witnessed the larger part of the provin- 
connciiB cial Couucils of Westminster.^ More than 
minster. twenty such wcre held at various time& The 
most remarkable were as follows : — Li 1076 was the 
Under Lan. assembly for the deposition of Wol&tan, al- 
undor ready described. In 1102 Anselm held the 



uoa. mixed council of lords spiritual and temporal, 

to issue canons against simony, against marriage of the 

clergy, against the long Saxon hair of laymen, against 

untrained clergy, against archdeacons who were not 

1184. deacons, as well as other graver offences. 

usa. Here these same denunciations were continued 

1187. in three councils held at Westminster shortly 

1 Theae were Hugh of Lincoln, afterwards canonised, and William 
of Worcester, in 1186 ; Hnbert Fitzwalter and Herbert le Poer of Salis- 
bniy, and Godfrey of Winchester, in 1189 and 1194 ; Robert of Bangor 
in 1197, Eustace of Ely in 1198, William of London in 1199, Geofirev 
Hennelaw of St. David's in 1203, John Gray of Norwich, and Giles 
Braose of Hereford in 1200, Eustace of London in 1221, William 
Brewer of Exeter and Balph Neyille of Chichester in 1224, Thomas 
Bluneville of Norwich in 1226. The use of this Chapel is illustrated 
by the fact that the only consecration that took place at Beading (of 
Le Poer to Chichester, June 25, 1215) was in like manner in the Infir- 
mary Chapel of the Abbey of Reading. 

> The twenty-four Councils of Westminster are given in Moroni's 
Dizionario della Erudizione ('Westminster') from 1066 to 1413. Pro- 
fessor Stubbs has caUed my attention to the opinion of Mr. Kemble, 
that Cloveehoe, the scene of the Saxon Council in 747, was * at West- 
minster.' Bat he has shown that the inference is mistaken, and that 
the * Westminster ' in question was probably Westbnry in Worcester- 
shire. 
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after, under Cardinal John of Grema, Williams Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, and Albric of Ostia, all 1^- 
ates.^ Here, four years after the murder of Becket, in 
the presence of Walter Humez, for the first g^roggj^ 
time wearing the full insignia of mitred Abbot, p^£^ 
took place the celebrated contest between "^*- 
Bichard Archbishop of Canterbury and Koger Arch- 
bishop of York, in the struggle for precedence, which on 
the occasion of the coronation of Henry lY.'s son had 
just led to that catastrophe. ' The Pope's Legate was 
present, on whose right hand sate Bichard of Canter- 
bury, as in his proper place ; when in springs Boger of 
York, and, finding Canterbury^ so seated, fairly sits him 
down on Canterbury's lap — a baby too big to be danced 
thereon ; yea, Canterbury's servants dandled this large 
child with a witness, who plucked him from thence, and 
bu£Eeted him to purpose.' ' Bichard claimed the right 
side as belonging to his see — Boger as belonging to his 
prior consecration. In the scuffle, the northern primate 
was seized, as he allied, by the Bishop of Ely, thrown 
on his face, trampled down, beat with fists and sticks, 
and severely bruised. He rose, with his cope tom,^ and 
rushed into the Abbey, where he found the King and 
denounced to him the two prelates of Canterbury and 
Ely. At last the feud was reconciled, on the Bishop of 
Ely's positive denial of the outrage, and the two Pri- 
mates were bound by the King to keep the peace for 
five years. It led to the final settlement of the ques- 
tion, as it has remained ever since, by a Papal edict, 

^ For the strange stories of John of Crema, see FoUer's CTtureh 
Hiatonf^ a. d. 1102 ; Eadmer, ill. 67 ; Florence of Worcester. See the 
aathorities in Robertson's History of the Churchy iii. 234. 

s Gervase, 1433. * Fuller's CkwnA Hittory, ▲. d. 1176. 

< Brompton, 1109. The decrees of the council are given in Bene- 
dict, i. 97-107. 
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giving to one the title of the Primate of All England, 
to the other of the Primate of England.^ At another 
council, held apparently in the Precincts, the 
less important precedence between the bishops 
of London and Winchester was settled, London taking 
the right, and Winchester the left of the legate.^ Here, 
in the presence of Archbishop (afterwards Saint) Ed- 
mund, Henry IIL, with the Gospel in one hand and a 
lighted taper in the other, swore to observe the Magna 
Excominu- Charta. The Archbishop and Prelates, and 

nication of 

tnin>gre«8. the King himself, dashed their candles on the 

on of Magna 

charu,i252. grouud, whilst cach dignitary closed his nos- 
trils and his eyes against the smoke and smell, with the 
words, ' So go out, with smoke and stench, the accursed 
souls of those who break or pervert the Charter/ To 
which all replied, ' Amen and Amen ; but none more 
frequently or loudly than the King.' ^ Yet *he took 
not away the High Places,' exclaims the honest chron- 
icler, ' and again and again he collected and spent his 
money, till, oh shame ! his folly by constant repetition 
came to be taken as a matter of course.' Per- 

1290. 

haps of all the councils which the Precincts 
witnessed (the exact spot is not mentioned) the most 
important was that which sanctioned the expulsion of 
the Jews from England.* 

^ So in France the Archbishop of Lyonn was styled by the Pope 
* Primate of Ganl,' and the Archbishop of Vienne ' Primate of Pri- 
mates.' A like rivalry existed in the Irish Church, between the Arch- 
bishop of Armagh and the Archbishop of Dublin. In the Protestant 
Church the question has long been determined in favour of ' the Lord 
Primate of Armagh.' But in the Roman Catholic Church even the 
See of Rome has not ventured to decide between the two rivals. (Fits« 
Patrick's Doyle, ii. 76.) 

> Diceto, 656. Another was held in 1200. (Ibid. 707.) 

> Matt. Paris, p. 742. Grossetete, Lelten, 72, p. 236, ed. Lnaid. 
* Hardonin's ConcUia, a.d. 1290. Pauli, iv. 53. 
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We have now traversed the monastic Precincts. We 
would fain have traced in them, as in the Abbey itself, 
the course of English history. But it has not been 
possible. Isolated incidents of general interest are in- 
terwoven with the growth of the Convent, but noth- 
ing more, unless it be the gradual rise of the o„^^ ^ 
English character and language It was at *«>«"^ 
first strictly a Norman institution. As a general rule, 
English was never to be spoken in common conversa- 
tion — nor even Latin — nothing but FrencL And the 
double defeat of the Saxons, first from the Danes at 
Assenden, and then from the Normans at Hastings, 
was carefully commemorated. But still the tradition 
of the English Saxon home of St Edward lingered. It 
is expressly noted that the ancient Saxon practice of 
raising the cup from the table with both hands, which 
had prevailed before the Norman Conquest, still con- 
tinued at the monastic suppers. One of the earliest 
specimens of the English language is the form of 
vow, which is permitted to those who cannot speak 
French, ' Hie frere N. hys hole stedfastness and chaste 
lyf, at fore God and alle hys halewen, and pat hie 
fiudlen bonsum^ liven withouten properte aU my lyf 
tyme.' 

Neither can we arrive at any certain knowledge of 
their obedience or disobedience to the rules of their 
order. Only now and then, through edicts of 
kings ^ and abbots, we discern the difiBculty of ^ 
restraining the monks from galloping over the country 
away from conventual restraint, or, in the popular 
l^nds, engaged in brawls with a traditionary giantess 

1 This 18 a tnuiBlatioo of the French 'k ki je send obedient.' Ware, 
c26. 

« ArchiTee. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



86 THE ABBEY BEFORE THE REFORMATION. 

and virago of the place in Henry YIII's reign — Long 
Meg of Westminster.^ 

We ask in vain for the peculiarities of the several 
Chapels which sprang np round the Shrine, or for the 
BpMdai general appearance of the worship. The faint 
devotioiii. allusions in Abbot Ware's rules reveal here 
and there the gleam of a lamp burning at this or that 
altar, or at the tomb of Henry III., and of the two 
Saxon Queens, or in the four comers of the Cloisters or 
in the Chapter House. We see at certain times the 
choir hung with ivy, rushes, and mint. We detect at 
night the watchers, with lights by their sides, sleeping 
in the Church.* A lofty Crucifix met the eyes of those 
who entered through the North Transept ; another rose 
above the High Altar ; ^ another, deeply venerated, in 
the Chapel of St. PauL We catch indications of altars 
of St Thomas of Canterbury, of St Helena, of the Holy 
Trinity, and of the Holy Cross, of which the very mem- 
ory has perished. The altar of St Faith ^ stood in the 
Bevestry ; the chapel and altar of St Blaize 
in the South Transept The relics * given by 
Henry III. and Edward I. have been already men- 

^ Tract on Long Meg of Westminster, in MitoeUanea Antiqua Afh 
glieana. See Ben Jonson's FcrtunaU liles : — 

' Or Wastinfaistar Meg, 
With her long leg, 
As long as a cruie, 
And feet like a flame,' etc. 

(TilL 78.) 

She IB introduced as a character on the stage in that masque with 
Skelton. 

< Ware. ' Chapter lY. and Islip RoIL 

* This had already been conjectured hj Sir Gilbert Scott from the 
fresco of a female saint with the emblems of St. Faith, a book and an 
iron rod ; and the statement in Ware that the Altar of St. Faith was 
under the charge of the Revestiarius, puts it beyond doubt (See (Xd 
London, p. 146 ; Gleanings, p. 47.) 
> For the whole list see Flete, c sir. 
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tioned; the Phial of the Sacred Blood, the Girdle of 
the Virgin, the tooth of St Athanasius, the head of St 
Benedict And we have seen their removal^ from place 
to place, as the royal tombs encroached upon them; 
how they occupied first the place of honour eastward 
of the Confessor's shrine ; then, in order to make way 
for Henry V.'s chantry, were transported to the space 
between the shrine and the tomb of Henry III, whence 
they were again dislodged, or threatened to be dislodged, 
by the intended tomb of Henry VL A spot of peculiar 
sanctity existed from the times of the first Norman 
kings, which perhaps can still be identified on the 
south-eastern side of the Abbey. Egelric, onveof 
Bishop of Durham in the time of the Confes- lors. ^' 
SOT, was a characteristic victim of the vicissitudes of 
tlrnt troubled period. Elevated from the monastery of 
Peterborough, in 1041, to the see of York, he was driven 
from his newly-acquired dignity, by the * almost natu- 
ral' jealousy of the seculars, and degraded in 1042, if 
such an expression may be used, to the hardly less 
important see of Durham. From Durham he was 
expelled by the same influence in 1045, and again re- 
stored by the influence of Siward of Northumberland.* 
In 1056 he resigned his see and retired to his old 
haunts at PeterborougL There, either from suspicion 
of malversation of the revenues of Durham, or of trea- 
sonable excommunications at Peterborough, he was, in 
1069, arrested by order of the Conqueror, and impris- 
oned at Westminster. He lived there for two years, 
during which, ' by fasting and tears, he so attenuated 

^ Occasionally they were lent ont bj the monks. See Appendix. 

* Simeon of Durham; {Hist, Ecd. Dur, iii. 6;) Worcester Chnm,, 
A.D. 1073; Peterborough Chron., a. D. 1072; Ann, Wav., a. d. 1072; 
Flor, Wig.t a. d. 1072 ; Hngo Candidns, p. 45. 
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and purged away his former crimes as to acquire a rep- 
utation for sanctity/ and, on his death in 1072, was 
buried in the porch of the Chapel of St Nicholas,^ 
ordering his fetters to be buried with him, to increase 
his chance of a martyr^s glory. This is the earliest men- 
tion of that ChapeL The grave which, seventy years 
after, ' was honoured by the vows and prayers of pil- 
grims/ is therefore probably under the southern wall of 
the Abbey; and it is an interesting thought that in the 
stone coffin recently found near that spot we 
may perhaps have seen the skeleton of the 
sanctified prisoner Egelric. 

The Confessor's shrine was, however, of course the 
chief object. But no Chaucer has told us of the pil- 
grimages to it, whether few or many : no record reveals 
to us the sentiments which animated the inmates of the 
Convent, or the congregations who worshipped within 
its walls, towards the splendid edifice of which it was 
the centre. The Bohemian travellers in the fifteenth 
century record the admiration inspired by the golden 
sepulchre of ' St. Keuhard/ or ' St. Edward/ ' the ceiling 
more delicate and elegant than they had seen else- 
where;' 'the musical service lovely to hear;* and, 
above all, the unparalleled number of relics, ' so numer- 
ous that two scribes writing for two weeks could hardly 
make a catalogue of them.' 

In the close of the fifteenth century we can see the 
conventual artists ^ hard at work in beautifying the 
various Chapels. Their ceilings, their images, 
"" were all newly painted. An alabaster image 
of the Virgin was placed in the Chapel of St Paul, and 
a picture of the Dedication of the Abbey. Over the 
tomb of Sebert were placed pictures, probably those 

^ Malmesbary, De Gest, Pont* AngL iii. ^ Cartolarj. 
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which still exist Then was added the Apocalyptic 
series round the walls of the Chapter House. Then we 
read of a splendid new Service Book, highly decorated 
and illuminated, and presented, by subscriptions from 
the Abbot and eight monks. As the end draws near, 
there is no slackening of artistic zeaL As we have 
seen, no Abbot was more devoted to the work of deco- 
ration and repair than Islip, and of all the grand cere- 
monials of the Middle Ages in the Abbey, there is none 
of which we have a fuller description than that one 
which contains within itself all the preludes of the 
end. 

For it was when Islip was Abbot that there arrived 
for Wolsey the Cardinal's red hat from Bome. He 
'thought it for his honour meet'^ that so B«c6ption 
high a jewel should not be conveyed by so H«t» wS.' 
simple a messenger as popular rumour had imagined, 
and accordingly ' caused him to be stayed by the way, 
and newly furnished in all manner of apparel, with all 
kinds of costly silks which seemed decent for such high 
ambassador.' That done, he was met at Blackheath, 
and escorted in pomp to London. ' There was great 
and speedy provision and preparation made in West- 
minster Abbey for the confirmation of his high dig- 
nity . . . which was done,' says his biographer, ' in so 
solemn a wise as I have not seen the like unless it 
had been at the coronation of a mighty prince or king.' 
We can hardly doubt that he chose the Abbey now, 
as, on a subsequent occasion, for the convocation of 
York, in order to be in a place beyond the jurisdiction 
of the rival primate. What follows shows 1515, 
how completely he succeeded in establishing ^^^* '*" 
his new precedence over the older dignity. On Thurs- 

1 Cavendish's WoU^, 29, 30. 
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day, Nov. 15, the prothonotary entered London with the 
Hat in his hand, attended by a splendid escort of prel- 
ates and nobles, the Bishop of Lincoln riding on his 
right, and the Earl of Essex on his left, ' having with 
them six horses or above, and they all well becoming, 
and keeping a good order in their proceeding/ 'The 
Mayor of London and the Aldermen on horseback in 
Cheapside, and the craft stood in the street, after their 
custom/ It was an arrival such as we have seen but 
once in our day, of a beautiful Princess coming from a 
foreign land to be received as a daughter of England. 
At the head of this procession the Hat moved on, and 
' when the said Hatt was come to the Abbey of West- 
minster,' at the great north entrance, it was welcomed 
by the Abbot Islip, and beside him, the Abbots of St. 
Albans, Bury, Glastonbury, Reading, Gloucester, Win- 
chester, Tewkesbury, and the Prior of Coventry, * all in 
pontificalibus/ By them the Hat was honourably re- 
ceived, and * conveyed to the High Altar, where it was 
sett/1 On Sunday the 18th the Cardinal, 
with a splendid retinue on horseback, ' knights, 
barons, bishops, earls, dukes, and archbishops,' came 
between eight and nine from his palace by Charing 
Cross. They dismounted at the north door, and ' went 
to the High Altar, where, on the south side, was ordained 
a goodly traverse for my Lord Cardinal, and when his 
Grace was come into it/ then, as if after waiting for a 
personage more than royal, ' immediately began the mass 
of the Holy Ghost, sung by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury (Warham). The Bishop of Rochester (Fisher) 
acted as crosier to my Lord of Canterbury/ The Bishop 
of Lincoln read the Gospel, the Bishop of Exeter the 

^ ' After its long and fatiguing journey from Italy.' See the hiimor> 
oos narrative in Hook's ArckbUhopt of Canterbury, r. 250. 
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Epistle. Besides the eight Abbots were present the 
Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin, and the Bishops 
of Winchester, Durham, Norwich, Ely, and UandaJBf. 
Colet, Dean of St Paul's, 'made a brief collation or 
proposition,' explaining the causes of ' his high and joy- 
ous promotion,' the dignities of a prince and bishop, 
and also ' the high and great power of a Cardinal; ' and 
' how he betokeneth the free beams of wisdom and 
charity which the apostles received from the Holy 
Ghost on Whit Sunday ; and how a Cardinal represent- 
eth the order of Seraphim, which continually increaseth 
in the love of the glorious Trinity, and for this consid- 
eration a Cardinal is only apparelled with red, which 
colour only betokeneth nobleness.' His short discourse 
closed with an exhortation to my Lord Cardinal in this 
wise : * My Lord Cardinal, be glad and enforce yourself 
always to do and execute righteously to rich and poor, 
and mercy with truth.' Then, after the reading of the 
Bull, ' at Agnus Dei, came forth of his traverse my 
Lord Cardinal^ and kneeled before the middle of the 
High Altar, where for a certain time he lay grovelling, 
his hood over I^s head during benediction and prayers 
concerning the high creation of a Cardinal,' said over 
him by Archbishop Warham, ' which also sett the Hatt 
upon his head.' Then Te Deum was sung. ' All ser- 
vices and ceremonies finished, my Lord came to the 
door before named, led by the Dukes of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, where his Grace with all the noblemen as- 
cended upon their horses, and in good order proceeded 
to his place by Charing Cross, preceding it the mace, 
such as belongeth to a Cardinal to have ; and my Lord 
of Canterbury ' (the latest historian ^ of the Primates 
with true English pride adds, ' one almost revolts from 

1 Hook, V. 253. 
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writing the fact ' ), ' having no cross before him.' ^ We 
need not follow them to the splendid banquet It is 
enough for the Abbey to have been selected as the scene 
of the Cardinal's triumphant day, to have thus seen the 
full magnificence at once of the Papal hierarchy and of 
the Revival of Letters, and to have heard in the still 
small accents of Colet the whisper of the coming storm, 
and have welcomed in the Cardinal Legate the first 
great dissolver of monasteries.^ 

But the precincts of Westminster had already shel- 
tered the power which was to outshine the hats of car- 
dinals and the crosiers of prelates, and to bring out into 
a new light all that was worthy of preservation in the 

caxton's Abbcv itsclf. ' William Caxton, who first in- 
printing 1 1 . ^ Tk • • 1 « • 

». H77. troduced mto Great Bntam the art of prmt- 



ing, exercised that art A. d. 1477, or earlier, in the 
Abbey of Westminster.* • So speaks the epitaph, de- 
signed originally for the walls of the Abbey, now erected 
by the Roxburghe Club near the grave in St Margaret's 
Church, which received his remains in 1491. His 
press was near the house which he occupied in the 
Almonry, by the Chapel of St Anne.^ This ecclesiasti- 

1 Cavendish's WoUey, ii. 301. MS. from the Heralds' Office. 

3 Wolsey visited the Abbej as Legate in 1518 and 1525. <£z 
improviso, sever^, intemperanter, omnia agit ; miscet, tnrbat, at terreat 
cnteros, at imperiam ostendat, at se tembilem pr»beat;' Folydore 
Vergil. (Dngdale, i. 278.) 

' The words ' in the Abbey of Westminster ' are taken from the 
tiUepages of Caxton's books in 1480, 1481, and 1484. The special 
locality, at the Red Pale near St. Anne's Chapel in the Almonry, is 
given in Stow, p. 476 ; Walcott, p. 279. The only Abbot with whom 
he had any relations was Esteney. {Life of Caxton^ i. 62-66.) 

^ Amongst the cariosities of natoral history in the Abbey, connected 
Colony of ^^^ Caxton's press, are the corpses of a colony of rats found 
'"ta. in a hole in the Triforiam. They had in snccessive genera- 

tions carried off fragments of paper, beginning with mediaeval copy- 
books, then of Caxton's first printed works, ranging down to the time 
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cal origin of the first English Printing-press is perpetu- 
ated in the name of ' the Chapel/ given by printers to a 
congress or meeting of their body ; perhaps also by the 
use of the terms 'justification/ 'monking' and 'friar- 
ing/ as applied to operations of printing. Victor Hugo, 
in a famous passage of his * Notre Dame de Paris/ de- 
scribes how 'the Book killed the Church/ The con- 
nection of Caxton with the Abbey gives to this thought 
another and a kindlier turn — 'The Church (or the 
Chapel) has given life to the Book.' In this sense, if 
in no other, Westminster Abbey has been the source of 
enlightenment to England, beyond any other spot in 
the Empire ; and the growth of this new world within 
its walls opens the way to the next stage in its history. 

of Qneen Anne. Then, probably during the repairs of Wren, the hole 
was closed, and the depredations ceased, and the skeletons alone re- 
mained. These, with other like enrioeities, are now in the Chapter 
House. 
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THE ABBEY SINCE THE REFOEMATION. 

SoMETHiKO ere the end, 
Some work of noble note may yet be done ; 
'T is not too late to seek a newer world . . . 
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will, 
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield. 

Tennyson's Ulysses. 
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SPECIAL AUTHORITIES. 

The special authorities for this period are : — 

I. The Chapter Books, from 1542 to the present time. 
11. Hacket's Life of Archbishop Williams. 
ILL UeyMn's Life of Laud. 
IV. Bernard's Life ofHeylin. 
V. Atterbury's Life and Letters. 
VI. Life of Bishop Newton, by himself. 
YII. Lives of South, Thomas, and Vincent, prefixed to their 

Works. 
VIII. Carter's Articles in the Genileman^s Magazine of 1799- 
1800. 
IX. Census Alumnorum Westmonasteriensium. 
X. Lusus Alteri Westmonasterienses, 1st and 2nd series. 
XI. Autobiography of William Taswell, in the Camden Soci- 
ety, vol. ii. 1852. 
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CHAPTER VL 

THB ABBET SINCE THE BEFOBHATION. 

THE Dissolution of the Abbey ^ and Monastery of 
St. Peter, like all the acts of the first stage of the 
Bef ormation, was effected with a silence only The nissoia- 
explicable by the long expectation with which Monuteiy. 
their approach was prepared. The first book, i^mo. 
containing the orders of the new Dean and Chapter, 
which b^ins in 1542, quietly opens with the record of 
leases and meetings for business. The services of the 
Boman Church continued unchanged through the re- 
maining years of Henry VIII. Three masses a day 
were said — in St. John's Chapel, the Lady Chapel, and 
at the High Altar. The dirge still sounded, and the 
waxlights still burned, on Henry YIL's anniversaries. 
Under Edward YL the change is indicated by an order 
to sell the brass lecterns, and copper-gilt candlesticks, 
and angels, ' as monuments of idolatry,' with an injunc- 
tion, which one is glad to read, that the proceeds are 
to be devoted 'to the Library and buying of books.'* 
In like manner, 'Communion' is silently substituted 
for 'mass,' and 'surplices and hoods' for the ancient 
vestments. 

The institution passed into its new stage at once, 
and its progress is chiefly marked by the dismember- 

1 The Tilne of the pr aperiy aooording to Speed wm £3,977, accord- 
ing to Dngdale £3,471. 

* Chapter Book, 1547-1549. 

TOL. lU. — 7 
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ment and leconstraction of the mighty skeleton,^ which 
was to he slowly reanimated with a new lifa Here, as 
at Canterbury and elsewhere, in the newly-constructed 
Chapters, a School was founded, of which the scholar- 
ships were, in the first instance, given away by ballot 
of the Dean and Prebendaries.'^ Twenty Oxford and 
Cambridge scholars, and the payment of the Boyal 
Professorships, were charged on the Chapter. 

The Abbot was converted into a Dean. The Monks 
were succeeded by twelve Prebendaries, each to be 
present daily in the Choir, and to preach once a 
quarter.' Every Saturday in the year there was to be 
a meeting in the Chapter House.^ But now, for the 
The cathe- *"^ *™® ^^^ ^^^ Abbey had established its 
tib^^Buh^ original independence, the head of the Chapter 
miMteJ^ ^^ subjected to a bishop, who resided in the 
D«L 18. iMo. i^jciQu^ Abbot's House, the Dean living amongst 
the ruins of the old Misericorde.^ This prelate was en- 
titled ' the Bishop of Westminster,' and his diocese in- 
Thiriby, cludcd the wholc of Middlesex, except Fulham ; 
iMo-40. gQ 1^^ ^Q ^g^^ ^ {^f.^ ^^Q ^}^lg{ prelate of the 

metropolis.^ The consecration of Thirlby to this newly- 

^ Amongst the buildingB thus mentioned are 'the old Dovehonee/ 
'the Hall wherein the tomb is/ 'Patch's Honse' {qu. for Wolsey's 
Fool), 'Row's Honse,' ' Canterbury,' ' door from the Plumbery into the 
Abbey/ and 'the Long Honse/ adjoining to the Cloisters. This last 
was probably the line of buildings on the east side of Dean's Yard. 
(Chapter Book, 1542-1552.) The tapestries and furniture of the Jeru- 
salem Chamber were bought at low prices by the Bishop and Dean. 
(Inventory.) ^ Chapter Book, 1547-1549. 

» lb. 1547. * lb. 1549. See Chapter V. 

* Ashbnmham Honse was called of old time, doubtless from this 
occupation, ' the Dean's House.' 

< From this temporary see arose the title of ' cAs ctiTy ' of Westmin- 
ster. (Dugdale, i. 321, 322.) The Abbey of Westminster and Cathe- 
dral of St. Paul are 'metropolitan,' as being the chief churches of 
the metropolis. The Cathedrals of Canterbury and York are not 
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created see may be taken as the starting-point of the new 
series of episcopal consecrations in the Abbey. Cranmer 
had indeed been dedicated to his office close by, ooii8«cntod. 
in the Eoyal Chapel of St. Stephen — ^ char- d^w.imo. 
acteristically within the immediate residence of the 
Beforming Sovereign. But, from that time till recent 
days, all such consecrations as took place in West- 
minster were in the Chapel of Henry VII. That 
gorgeous building, just clear from the hands of the 
workmen, — 'St. Saviour*s^ Chapel,' as it was called, 
to avoid the now questionable name of 'the Lady 
Chapel,' — was henceforth destined to play the same 
part which St Catherine's Chapel had played hitherto, 
as a sacred edifice belonging to the Abbey and yet not 
identical with it, used not for its general worship, but 
for all special solemnities. Here lliirlby was 



consecrated in what now became his own lu^^sl^iStf. 
cathedral to the see of Westminster, and the ^.^'^ 
time-serving Satchin and his successor Godwin ^^^' 
to the see of LlandafF. But the one solitary episcopate 
of Westminster is not of good omen for its revival 
Thirlby was a man of amiable but feeble character, and 
the diocese, after ten years, was merged in the See of 
London.^ Thirlby was translated, first to Norwich^ 

' metropoliten/ but ' metropolitica],' as being the seets of the two 

MetropolitaiiB. 

1 Conrtenay was contecrated there to Exeter, Not. 8, 1476 ; Oliver 
King to Exeter, Feb. 3, 149S ; and Shaxton to Salisbnrj, April 1 1 , 1535. 

3 ' In St. Saviour's Chapel, near the sepnlchre of Henry Yn.' Strjpe, 
Cranmer, c. 23. So St. MarfB, in Southwark, became St. Saviour's. 

* He was with Bonner, on the melancholy commission for the deg- 
radation of Cranmer, and did his utmost to moderate his coUeague's 
violence. 

^ When Bishop of Norwich he had the house in the Westminster 
Precincts, which the Dean had occupied, and which was afterwards 
occupied by Sir R. Cotton. (Chapter Book, 1552.) 
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in 1550, and then to Ely in 1554 ; and after the acces- 
sion of Elizabeth lived partly as guest, partly as pris- 
oner, at Lambeth, where he lies bnried in the chancel 
of the parish church ^ with his cross in his hand, and 
his hat under his arm.^ 

It was on this occasion that, out of the appropriation 
of the estates ^ of Westminster to fill up the needs of 
One of the Loudou, the provorb arose of 'robbing Peter 
poutui to pay Paul,' ^ a proverb which, indeed, then 
under the Carried with it the fullest significance that the 
London, words cau bear. The old, original, venerable 
fiobung Apostle of the first ages had lost his hold, and 
pajp&nL the new independent Apostle of the coming 
ages was riding on the ^hirlwind. The idea of a 
Church where the Catholic Peter and the Beforming 
Paul could both be honoured, had not yet entered into 
the mind of man. Let us hope that the coexistence of 
St. Peter's Abbey and St PauFs Cathedral, each now 
so distinct not only in origin but in outward aspect, is 
a pledge that the dream has been in part realised 

It was by a hard struggle in those tempestuous times 
that the Abbey was saved. Its dependency of the 

1 Neale, ii. 105, 107. 

* So he was fonnd in 1783 on making Archbishop ComwaUis's 
grare. (Sir H. M. Nichols's Privj Pnrse Expenses, H. viii. p. 357.) 

s Westbonrne and Paddington were then transferred from the see 
of Westminster to London. 

* Collier, ii. 324 ; Widmore, p. 133. So afterwards, ' the City wants 
to bnry Lord Chatham in St. Paul's, which, as a person said to me, 
wonld literallj be " robbing Peter to pay Panl." I wish it conld be 
so, that there might be some decoration of that nndity.' ( Walpole, Tii. 
69. See Chapter IV.) Canon Robertson points oat to me that a simi- 
lar, though not exactly the same expression is found generally applied, 
as far back as the twelfth century, ' tanquam si quis cruciflgeret Pan- 
lum ut redimeret Petrum.' (Herbert of Boeham, 287.) Compare also 
a letter of Alexander m. to Heury II. (Letters of Beeket, Giles, ir. 
116.) 
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Priory of St Martiii's-le-GTand^ was torn to pieces, and 
let out to individuals.' Its outlying domains xhed«ngen 
to the east of Westminster, it is said, were sao- o'*i»eAw»y- 
rificed to the Protector Somerset, to induce him to for- 
bear from pulling down the Abbey itself.' The Chapter 
Book of these years is filled with grants and entreaties 
to the Protector himself, to his wife, to his brother, and 
to his servant Twenty tons of Caen stone, evidently 
from the dilapidated monastery, were made over to him, 
' if there could be so much spared,' ' in the hope that 
he would be good and gracious.'^ According to one 
version, the inhabitants of Westminster rose in a body, 
and prevented the demolition of their beloved church.^ 
According to another, and perhaps more authentic® 
tradition, the Protector's designs had not reached 
further than the destruction of St Margaret's Church, 
and portioning out the Nave of the Abbey for the ejected 
congr^ation. 'But no sooner had the workmen ad- 
vanced their scaffolds, when the parishioners gathered 
together in great multitudes, with bows and arrows, 
staves and clubs . . . which so terrified the workmen 
that they ran away in great amazement, and never 
could be brought again upon that employment' 

On the extinction of the Bishopric, the Abbot's 
House was sold to Lord Wentworth, the Lord Cham- 
berlain, He lived in it only for a year, and LoMWent- 
was buried in the Chapel of St Blaize or the ^enl 
Islip ChapeV with much heraldic pomp, the imc^i. ' 

1 See Chapter Y. p. 22. > Chapter Book, 1549. 

* Fonrteen manors are said to have been given to him. Dart, i. 66. 
« Chapter Book, 1546, 1547. 

« Gent. Mag, 1799, toI. bdx. pt i. p. 447. 

• Heylin'8 Hisl. Ref. 72 ; Hayward's Life of Edward VI., 205. 

7 Machyn's Diary, March 7, 1550-1. ' In the same chapel that the 
old abbot {guenf lalip or Benson) was buried.' 
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children, priests, and clerks attending in snrplices. 
Miles Coverdale, the translator of the Bible, preached 
AnMig». his funeral sermon. The Dean had occupied 

ment of Ui« ^ 

boiidinsi. the buildings where the Misericorde or Smaller 
Befectory had stood, adjoining the garden.^ The Great 
Refectory was pulled down 'by his servant Guy Gas- 
kelV' and the vacant ground granted to one of the 
Prebendaries (Carleton, also Dean of Peterborough), 
who was allowed to take the lead from St. Catherine's 
Chapel. A Library was set up in the North Cloister. 
The ' Smaller Dormitory' * was cleared away, to open a 
freer passage to the Dean's House by the Dark Entry. 
The conventual Granary was portioned out for the com 
of the Dean and Prebendaries^ The Plumbery and 
Waxchandlery were transferred to its vaults. The * An- 
chorite's House '^ was leased to a bellringer appointed 
by the little Princess Elizabeth. 
Benson ^ ^^^ uildst of thcsc chauges Dean Benson,^ 

1631M9. QjjcQ Abbot Boston, died, it is said, of vexation 
over the financial difficulties of his house,^ and was 
buried at the entrance of St Blaize's Chapel. His 
successor, Bichard Cox, who was duly installed in 'the 
Cor. 1649- Chapter House,' had been one of the three 
^"*' tutors® of Edward VL, and was accordingly 

transferred from a canonry at Windsor to the Deaneiy 
of Westminster. Whilst there he attended the Pro- 

t Chapter Book, 1545. —It wm long caUed the ' Dean's Honfle.' 

3 Chapter Book, Not. 5, 1544. 

' A name of which the pecaliar meaning in well known to antiqa»- 
ries. « Chapter Book, 1546. * See Chapter V. p. 34. 

* His surname as Abhot had been, from his birthplace, Boston, 

7 The loss from the fall of money made it necessary to sell plate 
and stnff. (Chapter Book, 1552.) An inventory of the Abbot's plate 
is in the Record Office. (Land Bevenne Accounts, No. 1114.) 

^ This seems to have been a frequent function of the Deans of 
Westminster. See Doyne Bell's Tower Ckapd, pp. 152, 172. 
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lector Somerset on the scaffold. After four years he 
was compelled to fly, from his complicity in the attempt 
to place Lady Jane Grey on the throna Almost im- 
mediately on his return from Qermany, on the accession 
of Elizabeth, he was appointed to succeed Thirlby at 
Ely in 1559,^ where he died in extreme old age in 1581. 
His venerable white beard renders him conspicuous 
among the portraits of the Bishops of Ely, in the 
Library of Trinity Hall at Cambridge. 

Hugh Weston (a man, it is said, of very questionable 
character) succeeded, but was removed, after three 
years, to Windsor, to make way for the change ^erton, 
which Mary had so much at heart It was ^^^^^^ 
gradually effected. The Prebendaries, one by 3?S»7^^ 
one, conformed to her faith. Philip's father- ^^'•^y- 
confessor was lodged in the Precincts. But the College 
dinners became somewhat disorderly. ' Forks ' and 
' knives ' are tossed freely to and fro, and ' Hugh Price 
breaks John Wood's head with a pot/ * The Chapter 
Book here abruptly closes, and a few blank leaves alone 
indicate the period of the transition. 

In that interval the Abbey bore its part in scenes 
which at the time must have seemed to be fraught with 
incalculable consequences for England and for ^^^ ^^ 
Europe. On the 12th of November was cele- ^^• 
brated the mass of the Holy Ghost at the altar of West- 

1 For Cox's conduct, tee Aikin's Elizabeth, i. 154; and Strjpe's 
Annah, ii. pt ii. p. 267 ; iii. pt. i. p. S7 ; also Froude's Hist, vol. zi. pp. 
5, 6, 7. To the period of his exile belongs the remarkable poem as- 
cribed to him, on 'Say weU and do well/ published iu vol. xiii. of the 
Percy Society. He was the 'prond Prelate' whom Elizabeth threat- 
ened to 'unfrock.' 

* Chapter Book, 1554. — Against the names of Hugh Griffiths and 
T. Reynolds is written, in a later hand, 'turncoats;' and against six 
others, ' new Pr^xndariu of the Romish persuasion.' 
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miiiflter Abbey, in the presenoeof Sang Philip and Queen 
Mary, to inaugurate the Ptoliament which met to re- 
peal the attainder of Cardinal Pole, and welcome him 
on his mission of reuniting the Church of England to 
the Church of Boma The Cardinal arrived, and now 
the great day itself was come on which the reconcili- 
ation was to be accomplished. The Feast of 
St Andrew was chosen,^ as being the festival 
of Philip's highest order — the Golden Fleece. From 
the Holbein gate of Whitehall Palace issued the Span- 
ish King, escorted by six hundred Spanish courtiers, 
dressed in their court costumes of white yelvet,' striped 
with red, which they had not worn since their first en- 
trance into England ; and which were now reassumed 
to mark the auspicious event The Knights of the 
Garter joined the procession with their badges and col- 
lars. In the presence of this gorgeous assembly the 
High Mass of the Order of the Golden Fleece was sung 
in the Abbey. The service lasted till two in the after- 
noon. The Queen and the Cardinal were absent, she 
reserving herself, in expectation of the anticipated 
heir to her throne, from any unnecessary fatigue : the 
Cardinal also, perhaps, from his weak h^dth, or to give 
greater effect to his appearance for the final and yet 
grander ceremony in Westminster HalL Thither he 
was brought from Lambeth in state by the Earl of 
Arundel and six other knights of the Garter, whom the 
King despatched for him as soon as they left the Abbey. 
There, ' in the fast waning light of that November even- 
ing,' took place the solemn reconciliation of the English 
Church and nation with the see of Rome — so enthusiastic 

1 Dueriptio lUdueHoms AMgUa in the Appendix to PoM UUen; 
Fronde, ri. 288. 

^ Machjn's Diary, Nov. 12, 80, 1554. 
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cally reodved at the time, so totally reversed within the 
next few years, so vainly re^ttempted sinca We leave 
to the general historian the description of this scene 
and of its consequences, and return to the Abbey and 
its officers. The last appearance of Weston as Dean of 
Westminster was at the head of one of the numerous 
processions which marched through the streets of Lon- 
don to hasten the fulfilment of the eager wishes of the 
childless Queen. In the place of the Chapter, almost 
alone of the monastic bodies, the Convent of West- 
minster was restored. John Howman,^ of the Abbot 

Feckenhun, 

Forest of Feckenham in Worcestershire, the iM6-eo. 
]ast mitred Abbot of England, * a short man, of a round 
visage, fresh colour, affable, and pleasant,' ' is one of the 
few characters of that age who, without any powerful 
abilities, commands a general respect from his singular 
moderation and forbearance. Some hasty words against 
Sidley, and a quarrel with a yoimg man at the Bishop 
of Winchester's table about fasting,' are the only indi- 
cations that his life furnishes of the harsh temper of 
those times. 

His early years had been spent in Evesham Abbey, 
and then, after disputes with Cranmer and Hooper which 
lodged him in the Tower, he was raised by Mary first 
to the Deanery of St Paul's, and then to the restored 
Abbacy of Westminster. We can best imagine 1555. 
the scene when the new Abbot, with his thir- ^^^' ^ 
teen monks (four from Glastonbury), reoccupied the 
deserted buildings, by reading the description of the 

1 He is the last instance of an Englishman taking his name from 
his birthplace. (FnUer's W<nihia,) 

* Hai^psfield. (Seymour's Stow, ii. 611.) He was to be r»«lected 
erery three yeaxs, without a cong^ d*^re. (Widmore, 136.) Hook's 
Life of Pole, 403. 

> Stiype's ^nno^, i. Ill ; u. 179. 
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like event ^ in the ruins of Melrose, depicted by the won- 
derful genius which was able at once to recall the past, 
and to hold the balance between the conflicting parties 
of that time. It was in November, on St Clement's 
eve, that ' the Lord Abbot with the convent, thirteen 
monks ''shorn in," went in procession after the old 
fashion in their monks' weeds, in cowls of black seige, 
with two vergers carrying two silver rods in their hands, 
and at evening time the vergers went through the clois- 
ters to the Abbot, and so went into the church afoie 
the altar, and then my Lord kneeled down, and his 
convent, and, after his prayer made, was brought into 
the qidre with the vergers, and so into his place.' In 
the following week ' my Lord Abbot was consecrated 
in the Abbey, and there was great company, and he 
was made abbot, and did wear a mitre, and my Lord 
Cardinal (Pole) was there, and many Bishops, and my 
Lord Chancellor (Gardiner) did sing mass, and the 
Abbot made the sermon, and my Lord Treasurer was 
there.' A few days afterwards, on December 
'^■^* 6 (the Feast of St. Nicholas »), the Abbot 
marched in procession ' with his convent Before him 
went all the monastery men with cross keys upon their 
garments, and after went three homicides/ as if ostenta- 
tiously paraded for the sake of showing that the rights 
of sanctuary were in full force.* The young noble- 
man, Lord Dacre, walked with a sheet about him, and 
was whipped as he went With him was the lowborn 
murderer of the tailor in Long Acre, and the small 
Westminster scholar, who had slain a ' big boy ' that 

^ The scene of the election of the last mitred Abbot of Scotland, 
in Scott's Abboif ch. ziii., ziy., xy. 

s Machyn'B Diary, Not. 22, 29 ; Dec. 6, 1555. 
• See Chapter V. p. 8S. 
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sold papers and printed books in Westminster Hall, by 
hurling a stone which hit him under the ear — earliest 
hero of the long-sustained conflicts between the West- 
minster scholars and the 'skys' of London, as the 
outside world was called. The ruins of the Confessor's 
Shrine were repaired, so far as the taste of the age would 
allow. On the 5th of January, 1557, the an- ^^^^ 
niversary of the Confessor's death, ' the Shrine ^^ *• 
was again set up, and the Altar with divers jewels that 
the Queen sent hither.' ' The body of the most holy 
King Edward, though the heretics had power on that 
wherein the body was enclosed, yet on that sacred body 
had they no power,' he found and restored to its * an- 
cient sepulture.'^ On the 20th of March, 

^ March ao. 

with a hundred lights, King Edward the Con- 
fessor ' was reverently carried from the place that he 
was taken up where he was laid when the Abbey was 
spoiled and robbed, and so he was carried, and goodly 
singing and censing as has been seen, and mass sung.' * 
By the 21st of April the Shrine was ' set up ' 
and was visited ' after dinner ' by the Duke of 
Muscovy,^ who went up to see it and saw the place 
through. The marks of this hasty restoration 
are still visible in the displaced fragments, 
and plaster mosaic, and novel cornice.^ A wooden can- 
opy was placed over it, perhaps intended as a temporary 

1 I owe the sight of this speech of Feckenham to the kindness of 
Mr. Fronde. 

* Chronicle of Grej Friars, 94 ; Machjn's Diary, Much 21, 1557. 

* Machyn's Diary, April 21, 1557. Malcolm, p. 237. 

* The lower part of the shrine, including the arches, seems to have 
been left undisturbed. All the upper part was broken, probably for 
the lemoral of the coffin. A fragment of the original cornice was 
found in 1868 built into the wall of the School, and has been restored 
to its placet 
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structure, to supply the place of its splendid tabernacle, 
but which has remained unaltered and unfimshed to 
this day — a memorial the more interesting from the 
transient state of the Church which it represents. 
Above, and instead of the old inscription, was written 
a new one round the Shrine, and like inscriptions were 
added to each of the Boyal Tombs.^ The ancient 
Charters were, it was believed, preserved as if by a 
miracle, being found, by a servant of Cardinal Pole, in 
the hands of a child playing in the streets. And by 
appealing to these, as well as to Lucius's foundation 
and St. Petef s visit, the relics of the saints, the graves 
of kings, and 'the commodity of our ancestors,' the 
Abbot pleaded earnestly before the House of Commons 
for the Westminster right of sanctuary * For the whole 
of that year the enthusiasm continued. On Passion 
Sunday my Lord Abbot did preach as goodly a sermon 
as has been heard in our time.' ' On Ascension Day 
the King and Queen went in procession about the Clois- 
Nov. 80. ^^' ^^^ heard mass.' On St Andrew's Day, 
^^*® the anniversary of the Reconciliation, a proces- 

sion went about the Abbey. Philip, Mary, and Cardinal 
Pole were all present, and the Abbot * sang the mass.' 
On the next Easter Eve the ' Paschal candle was in- 
stalled upon the High Altar with a great entertainment 
of the master and wardens of the wax-chandlers.' One 
curious incident reveals the deeply-seated, infirmity of 
monastic and collegiate establishments even in 
the glow of a religious revival. It was in the 
August of that year that the funeral of Anne of Cleves 

^ See Chapter III. It may be observed that the inscription on 
Edward III-'s tomb — ' Tertiua Edyardns, famft snper aethera notns, 
Pugna pro Patria * is the same as that written, probably at the same 
date, under the statue of Edward III. on the inner gateway of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. ^ Speech from the Rolls' House. 
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took place. The next day was the requiem. Bon- 
ner sang mass in his mitre, and Feckenham 
preached, and both in their mitres incensed 
the corpse, and afterwards she was carried to her tomb, 
'where she lies with a hearse-cloth of gold. 
But within three weeks the monks had by 
night spoiled the hearse of all its velvet cloth and trap- 
pings, the which was never ^ seen afore or so dona' 

It was a brief respite. Feckenham had hardly been 
established in the Abbot's House for more than a year, 
when the death of Mary dispersed the hopes of the 
Boman Church in England. It depended on the will 
of the sovereign of the time, and with her fall it fell 
Feckenham^ had preached as Dean of St. Paul's at 
Paul's Cross before her coronation, and now at her 
death he delivered two sermons, which were remark- 
able for their moderation, on the text, 'I praised the 
dead more than the living ' (Eccl. iv. 2).^ It March si, 
was in the closing period of his rule in West- The'wert- 
minster that the Abbey witnessed the first of conference, 
those theological conflicts which have since so often re- 
sounded in its precincts. Then took place the pitched 
battle between the divines of the old religion and of 
the new.* 

On the dlst of March, 1559, theie was held in Westmin- 
ster Abbey a theological tournament. Eight champions on 

1 Machyn'e Diary, Aug. 2, 3, 21, 1557. See Chapter III. The 
tomb was not finished till the time of James I., and has suffered since 
from sncceasiYe changes. Even as late as 1820 it lost its marble cot- 
ering, which was remoyed to the communion table, where it has since 
remained. ^ Ibid. Sept. 21, 1552. 

* Fuller's Chwrdi History, a. d. 1558. The sermon at her funeral 
had been preached by Bishop White. (Machjn, Dec. 13, 1558.) 

* Strjpe's Annals, i. 116, 128, 196 ; ii. 465 (No. 15) ; Fuller's Church 
History, ii. 447 ; Worthies, ii. 357. 
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either side were chosen for the engagement Sir Nicholas 
Bacon and the Archbishop of York kept the lists : the Lords 
and Commons were the audience — for whose better instmc- 
tion the combat was to be conducted in English. 

This was the last fight face to face between the 
Church of Rome and the Church of England. It was 
the direct preparation for the Liturgy as it now stands, 
as enjoined in Elizabeth's first Act of Uniformity. 
Against that Liturgy and against the Royal Supremacy 
the chief protest was uttered by Feckenham from his 
place in the House of Lords — on ' the lowest place on 
the Bishops* form ' — where he sate as the only Abbot^ 
The battle was however lost, and it only remains, as 
far as Westminster is concerned, to tell, in Fuller's 
words, the closing scene of the good Abbot's sojourn 
in our precincts: — 'Queen Elizabeth coming to the 
PteckMi- Crown, sent for Abbot Feckenham to come 

hani*8fkre- i i i « i • « 

well to the to her, whom the messenger found setting of 
Garden. elms iu the orchard [the College Garden] of 
Westminster Abbey. But he would not follow the 
messenger till first he had finished his plantation, 
which his friends impute to his being employed in 
mystical meditations — that as the trees he then set 
should spring and sprout many years after his death, 
so his new plantation of Benedictine monks in West- 
minster should take root and flourish, in defiance of all 
opposition. . . . Sure I am those monks long since axe 
extirpated, but how his trees thrive at this day is to 
me unknown. Coming afterwards to the Queen, what 
discourse passed between them they themselves know 
alone. Some have confidently guessed she proffered 
him the Archbishopric of Canterbury on condition 

1 StXTpe's Annals, ii. 438, app. ix. ; Gudwell'B Conference, p. 9S. 
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he would conform to her laws, which he utterly 
refused' * 

He was treated with more or less indulgence, accord- 
ing to the temper of the times — sometimes a prisoner 
in the Tower ;^ sometimes a guest in the custody of 
Home, Bishop of Winchester ; afterwards in the same 
capacity in the palace of Coxe, his former predecessor 
at Westminster, and now the old Bishop of Ely ; and 
finally in the castle of WisbeacL' There he hh 
left a memorial of himself in a stone cross, .f^'j!' 
and in the more enduring form of good deeds ^**^^' 
amongst the poor. His last expressions breathe the 
same spirit of moderation which had marked his life,^ 
and, contrasted with the violence of most of his co- 
religionists at that time, remind us of the forbearance 
and good sense of Ken amongst the Nonjurors. 

The change in Westminster Abbey was now com- 
plete. A Protestant sermon was preached to a * great 
audience.'* The stone altars were every- Th« change 

11 lAmf 1 -, \ under Queen 

where destroyed.® The massy oaken table Eiiabeth. 
which now stands in the Confessof s Chapel was sub- 
stituted, probably at that time, for the High Altar,^ 
and was placed, as it would seem, at the foot of the 
steps.^ St Catherine's Chapel was finally demolished, 
and its materials used for the new buildings.* 



1 Fnller'B C^tircA Hist, ix. 6, 8, 38. — The elms, or their 
sdU remaiD. There was tUl 1779 a row of trees in the middle of the 
garden, which was then cut down. (Chapter Book, March 17, 1779.) 

• He was depriyed Jan. 4, 1559-60, and sent to the Tower Maj 22, 
1560. (Machyn's Diary.) 

' Seymonr's Stow, p. 61 1. — The monks had annuities granted them. 
(Chapter Book, 1569.) 

4 Strype's Annals, ii. 528, No. zxzi. ; pt. u. pp. 177, 381, 678. 
^ Machyn, November, 1561. 

• Strype's Annals, i. 401. See Chapter III. ? Malcolm, p. 87. 

• Wiiffin's House of Russell, ii. 514. • Chapter Book, 1571. 
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The interest of Queen Elizabeth in the institution 
never flagged Even from her childhood she had taken 
part in its affairs. A certain John Pennicott had been 
appointed to the place of bellringer at the request of 
the 'Lady Elizabeth, daughter of our Sovereign Lord 
the Eing/^ when she was only thirteen. Almost 
always before the opening of Parliament she came to 
the Abbey on horseback, the rest of her train on foot 
She entered at the Northern door, and through the 
west end of the Choir, receiving the sceptre from the 
Dean, which she returned to him as she went out by 
the Southern Transept. Carpets and cushions were 
placed for her by the Altar.^ The day of her accession 
(November 17), and of her coronation (January 15), 
were long observed as anniversaries in the Abbey. On 
the first of these days the bells are still rung, and, till 
within the last few years, a dinner of persons connected 
with Westminster School took place in the College 
HaU.* Under her auspices the restored Abbey and 
the new Cathedral^ both vanished away. One of the 



1 Chapter Book, November 5, 1544. 

^ Ibid., 1562, 1571, 1572, 1584, and 1597; Malcolm, p. 261 ; Strype's 
AnnaU, i. 438 ; State Papers, 1588. Her father had come in like man- 
ner in 1534. 

' See Monk's Bendey, p. 535. The two last centenaries of the 
foundation were celebrated with much pomp in 1760, and again 
in 1860. Chapter Book, June 3, 1760. — On this occasion the wax 
effigj of Elizabeth, now amongst the waxworks of the Abbej, 
was made by the 'gentlemen of the Choir.' (Chapter Book, Jane 
3, 1760.) 

^ The name ' cathedral ' lingered in the Abbey for some time. It 
18 called so at Elizabeth's coronation and funeral, and by Shakspeare 
(see Chapter II.). An injunction of Elizabeth orders women and 
children to be excluded 'from the Cathedral Church.' (State 
Papers, 1562; see ibid. 1689.) It appears as late as in the dedi- 
cation of South's Sermon to Dolben ; and eren on Lord Mansfield's 
monument 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CHAFTEB UNDER QUEEN ELIZABETH. 118 

first acts of her reign ^ was to erect a new institu- 
tion in place of her father's cathedral and her sister's 
convent 

'By the inspiiation of the Divine clemency ' [so she de- 
scribes her motive and her object], ' on considering and re- 
volving in onr mind &om what various dangers of our life 
and many kinds of death with which we have been on eveiy 
side encompassed, Uie gieat and good God with His powerful 
arm hath delivered us His handmaid, destitute of all human 
assistance, and protected under the shadow of His wings, 
hath at length advanced us to the height of our royal majesty, 
and by His sole goodness placed us in the throne of this our 
kingdom, we think it our duty in the first place .... to 
the intent that true religion and the true worship of Him, 
without which we are either like to brutes in cruelty or to 
beasts in folly, may in the aforesaid monastery, where for 
many years since they had been banished, be restored and 
reformed, and brought back to the primitive form of genuine 
and brotherly sincerity ; correcting, and as much as we can, 
entirely forgetting, the enormities in which the life and pro- 
fession of the monks had for a long time in a deplorable 
manner erred. And therefore we have used our endeavours, 
as fiu as human infirmity can foresee, that hereafter the doc- 
uments of the sacred oracles out of which as out of the 
clearest fountains the purest waters of Divine truth may and 
ought to be drawn, and the pure sacraments of our salutary 
redemption be there administered, that the youth, who in 
the stock of our republic, like certain tender twigs, daily 
increase, may be liberally trained up in useful letters, to the 
greater ornament of the same republic, that the aged destitute 
of strength, those especially who shall have well and giavely 
served about our person, or otherwise about the public busi- 

^ Her portiait in the Deanery, traditionaUjr said to have been giren 
by her to Dean Goodman, was reaUjr (as appears from an inscription 
at the back) given to the Deanery by Dean Wilcocks. 
yoL. III. — 8 
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nesB of oar kmgdoin, may be suitably nourished in things 
neoeBsarj for siutenanoe ; lastly, that oflSces of charity to 
the poor of Christ,' snd general words of public atUity, be 
continned. 

She then specially names the monumental character 
^^ of the choich, and especially the tomb of her 

SSSJ^^ grandfather, ' the most powerful and prudent 
St. Peter. ^£ ^^^ kiugs of the age/ as furnishing a fit site, 
and proceeds to establish the Dean and twelve Preben- 
daries, under the name of the CoU^e, or CoUqpate 
Church of St Peter, Westminster. 

Henceforth the institution became, strictly speaking, 
a great academical as well as an ecclesiastical • body. 
The old Dormitory of the monks had already been di- 
vided into two compartments. These two compart- 
ments were now to be repaired and furnished for 
coll^;iate purposes, ' upon contribution of such godly- 
disposed persons as have and will contribute thereunto. 
The Chapter The Smaller or northern portion was devoted 
W4. ' to the ' Library.' The Dean, Goodman, soon 
b^an to form a Library, and had given towards it a 
' Complutensian Bible,' and a * Hebrew Vocabulary.'* 
This Library was apparently intended to have been in 

1517. some other part of the conventual buildings, 

^^^^' and it is not till some years later that it was 
ordered to be transferred to 'the great room before the 
old Dorter.' ^ Its present aspect is described in a well- 
known passage of Washington Irving : — 

I found myself in a lofty antique hall, the loof supported 
by massive joists of old English oak. It was soberly lighted 

1 Chapter Book, 1571. 

> The BDcceaiye stages of the formatioii of the Librazy appear in 
the Chapter Book, Dec 2, 1574, May S6, 1587, Dec. 3, 1591. 
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by a row of Gothic windows at a considerable height from 
the floor, and which apparently opened upon the roob of 
the Cloisters. An ancient picture, of some reverend digni- 
tary of the Church in his robes,^ hung over the fireplace. 
Around the hall and in a small gallery were the books, arranged 
in carved oaken cases. They consisted principally of old 
polemical writers, and were much more worn by time than 
use. In the centre of the libraiy was a solitary table, with 
two or thiee books on it^ an inkstand without ink, and a 
few pens parched by long disuse. The place seemed fitted 
for quiet study and meditation. It was buried deep among 
the massive walls of the Abbey, and shut up from the tumult 
of the world. I could only hear now and then the shouts 
of the schoolboys faintly swelling from the Cloisters, and the 
sound of a bell tolling for prayers, that echoed soberly along 
the roofs of the Abbey. By degrees the shouts of merriment 
grew fednter and fainter, and at length died away. The bell 
ceased to toll, and a profound silence reigned through the 
dusky halL' 

It was, however, long before this chamber was fully 
appropriated to its present purpose. The century had 
well nigh run out its sands, and Elizabeth's ^^ 
reign was all but closed, when the order, issued ^^^ 
in the year before the Armada, was carried out, and then 
only as regards the southern and larger part of the 
original Dormitory, which had been devoted xhesohooi- 
to the Schoolroom.* Dowu to that time the '°®™' 
Schoolroom, like the library, had been in some other 

1 Dean WiHiamB. (See p. 417.) 

s Irring's Sketdi Book, i. 227-229. See Botfield's Cathedral Libra- 
ritB of England (pp. 430-464), which gires a genenl accoant of the 
contents of the Westminster Library. 

* I hare forborne here, as elsewhere, to go at length into the history 
of the School. It opens a new field, which one not bred at Westmin- 
ster has hardly any right to enter, and which has been elaborately 
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chamber of the monastery. Bat this chamber, wher* 
ever it was, became more evidently unfit for its purpose 
— ' too low and too little for receiving the number of 
Mw. scholars/^ Accordingly, whilst the Library 
was left to wait, the Schoolroom was pressed forward 
with 'all convenient speed.' New 'charitable contri- 
butions' were 'gathered;' and probably by the begin- 
ning of the seventeenth century it was prepared for 
the uses to which it has ever since been destined. 
Although in great part rebuilt in this century, it still 
occupies the same space. Its walls are covered with 
famous names, which in long hereditary descent rival, 
probably, any place of education in England. Its roof 
is of the thirteenth century, one of its windows of the 
eleventh. From its conchlike ^ termination has sprung 
in several of the public schools the name of ' shell,' for 
the special class that occupies the analogous position. 
The monastic Granary, which under Dean Benson had 
still been retained for the com of the Chapter, now 
The old became, and continued to be for nearly two 
Domitory. huudrcd years, the Scholars' Dormitory. The 
HftU *** Abbot's Eefectory became the Hall of the 
whole establishment.^ The Dean and Prebendaries 
continued to dine there, at least on certain days, till 

iUastrated bj Westminster scholars themselves in the Census Alumno- 
rum Westfaoncuteriensiunif and Lusus Alteri Westmonasterienses, For a 
brief and liyeljr account of its main featores I may refer to two arti- 
cles on 'Westminster School' (by an old schoolfellow of my own), 
in Blackwood's Magcmne for Jnly and September 1866, and since re- 
published with other essays under the name of The Public S^Aools of 
England. 

1 Chapter Book, May 7, 1599. This and the previous order are 
given at length in Dusus Westmonast. ii. 332. 

* This arose from the accidental repair of the building after a fire. 
The apse was removed in 1868, but the trace of it stiU remains on the 
floor. • See Chapter IV. 
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the middle of the seventeenth century;^ and then, as 
they gradually withdrew from it to their own houses, 
it was left to the Scholars. Once a year the ancient 
custom is revived, when on B(^tion Monday the Dean 
and Chapter receive in the Hall the former Westminster 
Scholars, and hear the recitation of the Epigrams, which 
have contributed for so many years their lively com- 
ments on the events of each passing generation.^ The 
great tables, once believed to be of chestnut-wood, but 
now known to be elm, were, according to a doubtful 
tradition, presented by Elizabeth from the wrecks of 
the Spanish Armada. The round holes in their solid 
planks are ascribed to the cannon-balls of the English 
ships. They may, however, be the traces of a less illus- 
trious war&re. Till the time of Dean Buckland, who 
substituted a modem stove, the Hall was warmed 
by a huge brazier, of which the smoke escaped through 
the open roof. The surface of the tables ia unquestion- 
ably indented with the burning coals thence tossed to 
and fro by the scholars ; and the hands of the late ven- 
erable Primate (Archbishop Longley) bore to the end 
of his life the scorching traces of the bara on which 
he fell as a boy in leaping over the blazing fire. 

The collegiate character of the institution was still 
further kept up, by the close connection which Elizabeth 
fostered between the College of Westminster njeonneo- 
and the two great coUegiate houses of Christ c^^ 
Church and Trinity, founded or refounded by ox?ort|'aiMi 
her father, at Oxford and Cambridge. To- SfuiS. 
gether they formed ' the three Eoyal Colleges,' c«nbridg«. 
as if to keep alive Lord Burleigh's scheme of mak- 

1 Strype's Annals, vol. i part ii. (No. 10). 

^ The px«8ent custom in its present form dates from 1857. See 
Lutui West. ii. 262. 



Digitized by 



Google 



118 THE ABBEY SINCE THE REFORMATION. 

ing Westminster 'the third University of England/ 
The heads of the three were together to preside over 
the examinations of the School. The oath of the mem- 
bers of the Chapter of Westminster was almost inden- 
tical with that of the Masters and Fellows of Trinity ^ 
and Queen's Collies, Cambridge ; couched in the mag- 
nificent phraseology of that first age of the Reformation, 
that they 'would always prefer truth to custom, the 
Bible to tradition ' — (' vera consuetis, scripta nan scriptis, 
semper antehabiturum') — 'that they would embrace 
with their whole soul the true religion of Christ' The 
constitution of the body was that not so much of a 
Cathedral as of a Collie. The Dean was in the posi- 
tion of ' the Head ; ' the Masters in the position of the 
itscoiieeiate College Tutors or Lecturers. In the College 
oonstitoSton. J^^^ ^jjg j)^^ gjjj ^^^ Prebendaries dined, as 

the Master and Fellows, or as the Dean and Chapter 
at Christ Church, at the High Table ; and below sate 
all the other members of the body. If the Prebendaries 
were absent, then, and seemingly not otherwise, it was 
the duty of the Headmaster to be present.^ The Gar- 
den of the Infirmary, which henceforth became ' the 
College Garden,' was, like the spots so called at Oxford 
and Cambridge, the exclusive possession of the Chap- 
ter, as there of the Heads and Fellows of the Colleges.* 
So largely was the ecclesiastical element blended with 
the scholastic, that the Dean, from time to time, seemed 
almost to supersede the functions of the Headmaster. 
In the time of Queen Elizabeth he even took boarders 

^ It 18 also found in King Edward's statutes for the Uniyersity of 
Cambridge, as part of the oath to be required of Graduates in Divinitj 
and Masters of Arts. From the oath in the Elizabeth Statutes of St 
John's, in other respects identical, this clause is curiously omitted. 

s Chapter Book, 1563. • Ibid. 1564 and 1606. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CHAFTBB UNDER QUEEN ELIZABETH. 119 

into his house. In the time of James I., as we shall 
see, he became the instructor of the boys. 'I have 
placed Lord Barry/ says Cecil, ' at the Dean's at West- 
minster. I have provided bedding and all of my own, 
with some other things, meaning that for his diet and 
residence it shall cost him nothing.' 

As years have rolled on, the union, once so dose, 
between the different parts of the Collegiate body, has 
gradually been disentangled ; and at times the interests 
of the School may have been overshadowed by those of 
the Chapter. Tet it may be truly said that the impulse 
of that first impact has never entirely ceased. The Head- 
masters of Westminster have again and again been 
potentates of the first magnitude in the collegiate circle. 
They were appointed ^ to preach sermons for the Preben- 
daries. They not seldom were Prebendaries themselves. 
The names of Camden and of Busby were, till our own 
times, the chief glories of the great profession they 
adorned; and of all the Schools which the Princes 
of the Beformation planted in the heart of the Cathe- 
drals of England, Westminster is the only one which 
adequately rose to the expectation of the Boyal 
Founders. 

As in the Monastery, so in the Collegiate Church, the 
fortunes of the institution must be traced through the 
history, partly of its chiefs, partly of its build- thbDeaks. 
ings. William Bill, the first Elizabethan Dean, wniutmBm. 
lived only long enough to complete the Col- b^?^ Vuiy 
legiate Statutes, which, however, were never chapeiofst. 
confirmed by the Sovereign. He was buried,* Benedict 
among his predecessors the Abbots, in the Chapel of 
St Benedict. There also, after forty years, was laid 

1 Chapter Book, Nor. U, 1564. 
< Machyn's Diary, July 22, 1561. 
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Lis successor, Grabriel Goodman,^ the Welshman, of 
G*briei whom Fuller says, * Goodman was his name, 
^J^^'. and goodness was his nature.' He was the real 
th^chai^ founder of the present establishment — the 
Beaadiet «Edwin'of asecoudConquest Under him took 
place the allocation of the monastic buildings before 
described. Under him was rehabilitated the Protestant 
worship, after the interregnum of Queen Mary's Bene- 
dictines. The old copes were used up for canopies. 
The hangings were given to the Coll^;e.' A waste 
place found at the west end of the Abbey was to be 
turned into a garden.^ A keeper was appointed for 
the monuments.^ The order of the Services was, with 
some slight variations, the same that it has been ever 
since. The early prayers were at 6 a. m. in Henry YIL's 
Chapel, with a lectxire on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
The musical service was, on week days, at 9 a. m. to 
11 A. M. and at 4 p. m., and on Sundays at 8 a. m. to 
11 A. M. and brom 4 p. m. to 5 p. m. The Communion 
was administered on the Festivals, and on the first Sun- 
day in the month. To the sermons to be preached by 
the Dean at Christmas, Easter, and All Saints, were 
added Whitsunday and the Purification. The Preben- 
daries at this time were very irregular in their attend- 
ance — some absent altogether — * some disaffected^ — 
and would not come to church.' When they did come, 
they occupied a pew called the ' Knight's Pew.' 

Goodman's occupation of the Deanery was, long after 
his death, remembered by an apartment known by the 

^ See Memoirs of Dean Goodman hj Archdeacon Newoome (Ruthio, 
1816). 

* Chapter Book, 1566 and 1470. * Ibid. 1593. 

* Ibid. 1607. 

* State Papers, 1635-36. 
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name of ' Dean Goodman's Chamber.' ^ He addressed 
the House of Commons in person to preserve the privi- 
leges of sanctuary to his Church, and succeeded for 
a time in averting the change. He was the virtual 
founder of the Corporation of Westminster, of which 
the shadow still remains in the twelve Burgesses, the 
High Steward, and the High Bailiff of Westminster — 
the last relic of the ' temporal power ' of the ancient 
Abbots. His High Steward was no less a person than 
Lord Burleigh.* 

To the School he secured ' the Pest House ' or ' Sana- 
torium ' on the river-side at Chiswick,^ and planted with 
his own hands a row of elms, some of which The Pest 

HOUM At 

are still standing in the adjacent field. It is oiiiflwick. 
on record that Busby resided there, with some of his 
scholars, in the year 1657. When, in our own time, 
this house was in the tenure of Mr. Berry and his two 
celebrated daughters, the names of Montague Earl of 
Halifax, John Dryden, and other pupils of Busby, were 
to be seen on its walls. Dr. NicoUs was the last Mas- 
ter who frequented it Till quite recently a piece of 
ground was reserved for the games of the Scholars. Of 
late years its use has been superseded by the erection 
of a Sanatorium in the College Gfarden. 

Goodman might already well be proud of the School* 
which had for its rulers Alexander Nowell and William 
Camden. Nowell, whose life belongs to St. Noweu, 
Paul's, of which he afterwards became the i^fis. 
Dean, was remarkable at Westminster as the founder 

1 AichiTes. — He gare two of the bells, whicli still bear the ioscrip- 
tion, ' PtUnm laudaie mnantilnu euUmn. Gabriel Goodman Decanm^ 1598.' 

* Strjpe's Mem. of Parker. See Chapter IV. 

* There had before been a house for the ' children ' at Wheethamp- 
•ted and at Putnej. (Chapter Book, 1515, 1561.) 
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of the Terence Plays.^ The illustrious Camden, after 
having been Second Master,^ was then, though a layman, 
Camden. by the Quecu's request, appointed Headmaster, 
1696-09. ' and in order that ' he might be near to her 
call and commandment, and eased of the charge of 
living/ was to have his ' food and diet ' in the College 
Hall.* * I know not,' he proudly writes, ' who may say 
I was ambitious, who contented myself in Westminster 
School when I writ my "Britannia."** 

Lancelot Andrewes, the most devout and, at the same 
time, the most honest^ of the nascent High Church 
Lancelot party of that period, lamented alike by Clar- 
ieoi-6. ' endon and by Milton, was Dean for five 
years. Under his care, probably in the Deanery, met 
the Westminster Committee of the Authorised Version 
of James I., to which was confided the translation of 
the Old Testament, from Genesis to Kings, and of the 
Epistles in the New. In him the close connection of 
the Abbey with the School reached its climax. ' The 
Monastery of the West ' (to iiri^€<f>vptov) was faithfully 
remembered in his well-known * Prayers.' Dean Wil- 
liams, in the next generation, ' had heard much what 
pains Dr. Andrewes did take both day and night to train 
up the youth bred in the Public School, chiefly the 
alumni of the College so called ; ' and in answer to his 
questions, Hacket, who had been one of these scholars, 

told him how strict that excellent man was to charge our 
masters that they should give us lessons out of none but the 

1 Alumni Wettmanast., p. 2. * Chapter Book, 1687. 

s State Papers, 1594. 

* Alumni WettmonoML, p. IS. (For Camden's tomb see Chapter IV. 
p. 137.) 

B See his condact to Abbot in hfs misfortunes, and his rebnke to 
Neale. Andrewes was appointed Bishop of Chichester 1605, translated 
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most classical authors ; that be did often supply the place both 
of the head-schoolmasteT and usher for the space of an whole 
week together, and gave us not an hour of loitering-tlme from 
morning to night : how he caused our exercises in prose and 
▼erse to be brought to him, to examine our style and pro- 
ficiency ; that he never walked to Chiswick for his recreation 
without a brace of this young fry ; and in that wayfEuing leis- 
ure had a singular dexterity to fill those narrow vessels with 
a funnel And, which was the greatest burden of his toil, 
sometimes thrice in a week, sometimes oflener, he sent for the 
uppermost scholars to his lodgings at night, and kept them 
with him from eight to eleven, unfolding to them the best 
rudiments of the Greek tongue and the elements of the 
Hebrew Grammar ; and all this he did to boys without any 
compulsion of correction — nay, I never heard him utter so 
much as a word of austerity among us.' 

In these long rambles to Chiswick he in fact indulged ^ 
his favourite passion from his youth upwards of walk- 
ing either by himself or with some chosen companions, 

with whom he might confer and argue and recount their 
studies : and he would often profess, that to observe the 
grass, herbs, com, trees, cattle, earth, water, heavens, any of 
the creatures, and to contemplate their natures, orders, quali- 
ties, virtues, uses, was ever to him the greatest mirth, content^ 
and recreation that could be : and this he held to his dying 
day. 

He was succeeded by Neale, who thence ascended the 
longest ladder of ecclesiastical preferments recorded in 

to Ely 1609, and to Wiocbester 1619 ; died September 25, 1626 ; buried 
in St. Sayiour's, Sontbwark. 

1 Hackef ■ Life of William ; Russell's Life ofAndrewes, pp. 90, 91. 
— Briao Dnppa, who ancceeded Andrewes in tbe See of Winchester, 
learned Hebvew from him at this time. (Dappa's Epitaph in the 
Abbey.) * Fuller's Abel Rediuivus, 



Digitized by 



Google 



124 THE ABBEY SINCE THE BEFORMATION. 

oar annals.^ Tears afterwards they met, on the well- 
Ricbttd known occasion when Waller the poet heard 

Neale, 

ieo6-io. the witty rebuke which Andrewes gave to Neale 
as they stood behind the chair of James I. Neale was 
educated at Westminster, and pushed forward into life 
by Dean Goodman and the Cecils. He was installed as 
Dean on the memorable 5th of November, 1605 ; and 
after his elevation to the See of Lichfield and Coventry, 
he was deputed by James I. to conduct to the Abbey 
the remains of Mary Stuart from Peterborough.* It 
was in hia London residence, as Bishop of Durham, 
that he laid the foundation of the fortunes of his friend 
Laud. To him, as Dean, and Ireland,^ as Master, was 
commended young George Herbert for Westminster 
School, where ' the beauties of his pretty behaviour and 
wit shined and became so eminent and lovely in this 
his innocent age, that he seemed marked out for piety 
and to have the care of heaven, and of a particular good 
angel to guard and guide him.' ^ 

The two Deans who succeeded, Monteigne * (or Mon- 
tain) and Tounson,^ leave but slight materials. It 

^ Neale was appointed to the See of Rochester in 1608, and was 
thence tianaUted to Lichfield and Coyentry 1610, to Lincoln 1614, to 
Durham 1617, to Winchester 1627, and to York 1631. He was honed 
in All Saints' Chapel, in York Minster, 1640. 

s Le Neve's Livu, ii. 143. See Chapter HI. A statement of the 
Abbey reyennes in his time is in the State Papers, yol. lyiii. No. 48. 

* Ireland went abroad in 1610, nominally for iU health, reaUy under 
snspidon of Popery. ( Chapter Book, 1610.) 

* Walton's id/e, ii. 24. Amongst the Prebendaries at this time 
were Richard Haklnyt, the geographer, and Adrian Sarayia, the friend 
of Hooker. It has been sometimes said that Casanbon held a stall at 
Westminster, bnt of this there is no evidence. 

* Monteigne was appointed Bishop of Lincoln 1617, translated to 
London 1621, Durham 1627, York 1628. Died and buried at Cawood, 
1628. 

* Tounson was appointed Bishop of Salisbury 1620. Buried at the 
entnmce of St. Edmund's Chapel, 1621. He was uncle to Fuller. 
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would seem that a suspicion of Monteigne*s ceremonial 
practices was the first beginning of the trans- ^^^ 
fer of the worship of the House of Commons J5iS.^7f°^ 
from the Abbey to St Margaret's. It is ^^^ 
recorded that they declined to receive the ^*^^**' 
Communion at Westminster Abbey, * for fear of copes 
and wafer cakes/ ^ The Dean and Canons strongly 
resented this, but gave way on the question of the 
bread. Tounson, as we have seen, was with Ralegh in 
the neighbouring Gatehouse twice on the night before 
his execution, and on the scaffold remained with him 
to the last, and asked him in what faith he died.^ On 
his appointment to the See of Salisbury he was suc- 
ceeded by the man who has left more traces of himself 
in the office than any of his predecessors, and than 
most of his successors. The last churchman who held 
the Great Seal — the last who occupied at once an 
Archbishopric and a Deanery — one of the few emi- 
nent Welshmen who have figured in history, — John 
Williams — carried all his energy into the John 
precmcts of Westmmster. He might have leso^. 
been head of the Deanery of Westminster from his 
earliest years; for he was educated at* Ruthin, the 
school founded by his predecessor and countryman 
Dean Goodman. His own interest in the Abbey was 
intensa* Abbot Islip and Bishop Andrewes were his 
two models amongst his predecessors — the one from 
his benefactions to the Abbey, the other from his 
services to the School: — 

1 Stat^ Papers, 1614, 1621. * See Chapter V. 

> See Notices of Archbishop Williams by B. H. Beedham, p. 8. 

* He had the usiial troubles of imperions mlers. Ladies with jel- 
low rofEs he forbade to be admitted into his church. (State Papers, 
vol. cxiii. No. 18, March 11, 1620-21.) He also carried on the war with 
the House of Commons which his predecessors had began. They 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



126 THE ABBEY SINCE THE BEFOBMATIOM. 

The piety and liberality of Abbot lalip to this domo came 
into Dr. Williams by transmigration; who, in his entrance 
into that place, found the Church in such decay, that all that 
passed by, and loved the honour of God's house, shook their 
heads at the stones that dropped down ttom the pinnacles. 
Therefore, that the ruins of it might be no more a reproach, 
this godly Jehoiada took care for the Temple of the Lord, to 
HiB benef '®P*^ ^*» ' ^®* ^^ ^ ^^ BtAte, and to Strengthen it.' 
tioDB to the He began at the south-east part, which looked the 

Abbey, 

more deformed with decay, because it was coupled 
with a later building, the Chapel of King Henry YIL, which 
was tight and fresh. The north-west part also, which looks 
to the Great Sanctuary, was Hu gone in dilapidations : the 
great buttresses, which were almost crumbled to dust with 
the injuries of the weather, he re-edified with durable mate- 
rials, and beautified with elegant statues (among whom Abbot 
Islip had a place), so that £4500 were expended in a trice 
upon the workmanship. All this was his cost: neither 
would he impatronise his name to the credit of that work 
which should be raised up by other men's coUatitious liber- 
ality.^ For their further satisfaction, who will judge of good 
works by visions and not by dreams, I will cast up, in a true 
audit, other deeds of no small reckoning, conducing greatly 
to the welfare of that college, church, and liberty, wherein 
to the piety and benficence were relucent in despite of 

^®^' jealousies. First, that God might be praised with 

a cheerful noise in His sanctuary, he procured the sweetest 
music, both for the organ and for the voices of all parts, that 

claiined to appoint their own precentor at St. Mar^rarefs, 'Dr. Usher, 
an Irishman/ doubtless the fntnre Primate. Williams claimed the 
right of nomination on the ground that St. Margaret's was under 
his cure. The Commons, after threatening migration to St. Paul's, 
Christ Church, and the Temple, by the King's order at last returned to 
St. Margaret's. (State Papers, Feb. 22. 1821-22.) 

^ A Chapter account, signed bj the Dean and eight of the Canons, 
repudiates the calumny that the Dean had made the repairs ' out of the 
diet and belUes of the Prebendaries.' (Chapter Book, December 8, 
1628.) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DBAN WILLIAMS. 127 

ever was heard in an English choir. In those days that 
Abhey, and Jerosalem Chamber, where he gave entertain- 
ment to his friends, were the volaries of the choicest singers 
that the land had bred. The greatest masters of that delight- 
ful £ftculty £reqnented him above all others, and were never 
nice to serve him ; and some of the most famous yet living 
will confess he was never nice to reward them : a lover could 
not court his mistress with more prodigal effusion of gifts. 
With the same generosity and strong propension of mind to 
enlarge the boundaries of learning, he converted a ^ ^^ 
waste room, situate in the east side of the Cloisters, ^**'*^» 
into Plato's Portico, into a goodly Library : ^ modelled it into 
decent shape, furnished it with desks and chairs, accoutred it 
with all utensils, and stored it with a vast number of learned 
volumes; for which use he lighted most fortunately upon 
the study of that learned gentleman, Mr. Baker, of Highgate, 
who, in a long and industrious life, had collected into his 
own possession the best authors of all sciences, in their best 
editions, which, being bought at £500 (a cheap pennyworth 
for such precious ware), were removed into this storehouse. 
When he received thanks from all the professors of learning 
in and about London, far beyond his expectations, because 
they had free admittance to suck honey from the flowers of 
such a garden as they wanted before, it compelled him to 
unlock his cabinet of jewels, and bring forth his choicest 
manuscripts. A right noble gift in all the books he gave to 
this Serapeum, but especially the parchments. Some good 
authors were conferred by other benefactors, but the richest 

1 For the first formatioD of this Library, see p. 114. — The order 
for its repair and famitare, May 16, 1587, seemB to have been imper- 
fectly carried out ; and, accordingly, when Williams * re-edified it,' it 
required a new order to arrange it properly. Williams replenished it 
with books to the value of £2000, and Richard Goulard, * for his very 
great and assiduous pains for the last two years past, as in the choice 
so in the well ordering of the books.' was made Librarian, 'with a place 
and diet at the Dean and Prebendaries' table in the College HalL' 
(Chapter Book, January 22, 1625-26.) 
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firuit was shaken from the boughs of this one tree, which will 
keep gieen in an unfading memory in despite of the tempest 
of iniquity. I cannot end with the erection of this library : 
for this Dean gratified the College with many other benefits. 
When he came to look into the state of the house, he found 
it in a debt of £300 by the hospitality of the table. It had 
then a brotherhood of most worthy Prebendaries — Mount- 
ford, Sutton, Laud, Caesar, Bobinson, Darell, Fox, King, 
Newell, and the rest ; but ancient frugal diet was laid aside 
in all places, and the prices of provisions in less than fifteen 
years were doubled in all markets, by which enhancement 
the debt was contracted, and by him discharged. Kot long 
iQ ^^ after, to the number of the forty scholais he added 

B€^«>K fonr more, distinguished from the rest in their 
habit of violet-coloured gowns, for whose maintenance he 
purchased lands.^ These were adopted children; and in 
this diverse from the natural children, that the place to 
which they are removed, when they deserve it by their leam- 
iDg, is St. John's College, in Cambridge ; and in those days, 
when good turns were received with the right hand, it was 
^ ^j^ esteemed among the praises of a stout and vigilant 

^'oxtsmiuu. Dean, that whereas a great limb of the liberties of 
the city (of Westminster) was threatened to be cut off by the 
encroachments of the higher power of the Lord Stewart of 
the Song's household, and the Knight-Marshal with his tip- 
staves, he stood up against them with a wise and confident 
spirit, and would take no composition to let them share in 
those privileges, which by right they never had; but pre- 
served the charter of his place in its entire jurisdiction and 
laudable immxmitiee.' 

In 1621 Williams succeeded Bacon as Lord Keeper. 
It is in this capacity that he is known to us in his por- 

^ Both here and at St. John's, the funds which he left for these 
purposes were whoUj inadequate to maintain them. 
> Hacket, pp. 45, 46. 
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taraita,^ with his official hat on hia head, and the Great 
Seal by his side. The astonishment produced Lord 
by this unwonted elevation — his own incredi- J^ li 
ble labours to meet the exigencies of the sigiuiitiM 
office — must be left to his biographer. For i«6: 
its connection with Westminster, it is enough to record 
that on the day when he took his place in Court, ' he 
set out early in the morning with the company of the 
Judges and some few more, and passing through the 
Cloisters, he carried them with him into the Chapel of 
Henry VII., where he prayed on his knees (silently, 
but very devoutly, as might be seen by his gesture) 
almost a quarter of an hour; then rising up very 
cheerfully, he was conducted with no other train to a 
mighty confluence that expected him in Westminster 
Hall, whom, from the Bench of the Court of Chancery 
[then at the upper end of the Hall], he greeted' witli 
his opening speech.^ 

In that same Chapel, following the precedents of the 
Beformation, he had, a short time before, been conse- 
crated Bishop — not (as usual) at Lambeth,^ stahopof 
because of the scruple which he professed to SbV^u!^ 
entertain at 'receiving that solemnity' from "***• 
the hands of Archbishop Abbot, who had just shot the 
gamekeeper at BramshilL It was the See of Lincoln 
which was bestowed on him — 'the largest diocese in 
the land, because this new elect had the largest wisdom 
to superintend so great a circuit Tet, inasmuch as the 
revenue of it was not great, it was well pieced out 

^ There are two portraits of him in the Deanery, one in the 
Chapter Librazy, which was repainted 1883. (Chapter Book, June 
23, 1823.) 

* Racket, p. 71. 

* So Land (Not. 18, 1621) was consecrated in the Chapel of London 
House. 

▼OL. III. — 
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with a grant ^ to hold the Deanery of Westminster, 
into which he shut hiinself bst^ with as strong bars 
and bolts as the law could make.' In answer to the 
obvions objections that were made to this accnmn- 
lation of dignities, the locality of Westminster plays a 
considerable part : — 

The port of the Lord Keeper's place must be maintained 
in some conTenient mamier. Here he was handsomely 
hoosedy whichy if he quitted, he must trust to the King to 
proride one for him. • . . Here he had some supplies to bis 
housekeeping from the College in bread and beer, com and 
fbeL ... In that Collie he needed to entertain no under- 
servants or petty officers, who were already provided to his 
hand. . • . And it was but a step horn thence to West- 
minster Hall, where bis business lay ; and it was a lodging 
which afforded him marvellous quietness, to turn over his 
papers and to serve the King. He might have added (for it 
was iu the bottom of his breast) he was loth to stir from that 
seat where he had the command of such exquisite musia* 

These arguments were more satisfactory to himself 
than to his enemies, in whose eyes he was a kind of 
ecclesiastical monster, and who ironically describe him 
as having thus become 'a perfect diocese in himself 
— Bishop, Dean, Prebend, Besidentiary, and Parson.^ 

1 Aa long 88 he held the Great Seal. (State Papers, IS21.) 

* Hacket, p. 62. — He alio kept the Rectory of Walgrare, which he 
justified to Hacket by the examples of ' Elijah's commons in the obscure 
Tillage of Zarepheth, Anselm's Cell at Bee, Gardiner's Mastership of 
Trinity Hall, Plantns's fable of the Moose with many Holes.' ' Wal- 
grave,' he said, ' is but a monsehole ; and yet it will be a pretty fortifi- 
cation to entertain me if I haye no other home to resort to/ For a 
deiicription of Walgrave, see Beedham's Notices of Archbishop Wil- 
liams, p. 23. His next neighbour (at Wold) was his immediate prede- 
cesior, Dean Tonnson. 

s He was dispensed by the Chapter from all residence for a year. 
(Chapter Book, January 27, 1625.) 

* Heylin's Cyprianus, p. 86. There was a strong belief that daring 
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The scene which follows introduces us to a new 
phase in the history of the Jerusalem ChAiber — its 
convivial aspect, which, from time to time, it has always 
retained since : — 

When the oonferences ahout the mairiage of Prince Charles 
with Henrietta Maria were gone so tax, and seemed, as it were, 
to he over the last fire, and fit for projection, his 



Maiesty would have the Lord Keeper taken into mentt in the 

JanualMn 

the Cabinet ; and, to make him known by a mark chamber. 
of some good address to the French gallants, upon 
the return of the Ambassadors to London, he sent a message 
to him to signify that it was his pleasure that his Lordship 
should give an entertainment to the Ambassadors and their 
train on Wednesday following — it being Christinas day with 
them, according to the Gregorian pr»-occupation of ten days 
before our account. The King's will signified, the invitement 
at a supper was given and taken; which was provided in 
the College of Westminster, in the room named Hierasalem 
Chamber;^ but for that night it might have been called 
LucuUus his Apollo. But the ante-past was kept in the 
Abbey; as it went before the feast, so it was beyond it, 
being purely an episcopal collation. The Ambassadors, with 
the nobles and gentlemen in their company, were brought in 
at the north gate of the Abbey, which was stuck with flam- 
beaux everywhere both within and without the Qoire, that 
strangers might cast their eyes upon the stateliness of the 
church. At the door of the Quire the Lord Keeper besought 

the Spanish journey he had made interest with Buckingham to add 
to his honoor yet another dignity — that of Cardinal. (See Sydney 
Paperg, Note A.) 

^ The first distinct notice of the Jemsalem Chamher heing used for 
the Chapter is in Williams's time. (Chapter Book, December 13, 16dS.) 
It was probably in commemoration of this French entertainment that 
Williams pat np in the Chamber the chimney-piece of cedar-wood 
which has his arms and the heads of King Charles and Qaeen Henii- 
etto Maria. 
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their Lordships to go in and to take their seats there for a 
while, promising, on the word of a bishop, that nothing of 
The flnt ^ relish should be offered before them, which they 
fy^^ia accepted; and at their entrance the organ^ was 
the Abbey, touched by the best finger of that age — Mr. Orlando 
Gibbons. While a verse was played, the Lord Keeper pre- 
sented the Ambassadors, and the rest of the noblest quality of 
their nation, with our lituigy, as it spake to them in their 
own language ; and in the delivery of it used these few words, 
but pithy : ' that their Lordships at leisure might read in 
that book in what form of holiness our Prince worshipped 
God, wherein he durst say nothing savoured of any coirup- 
tion of doctrine, much less of heresy, which he hoped would 
be so reported to the Lady Princess Henrietta.' The Lords 
Ambassadois and their great train took up all the stalls, 
where they continued about half an hour ; while the quire- 
men, vested in their rich copes,' with their choristers, sang 
three several anthems with most exquisite voices before them. 
The most honourable and the meanest persons of the French 
all that time uncovered with great reverence^ except that 
Secretary Yilloclare alone kept on his hat And when all 
others carried away the Books of Common Prayer commended 
to them, he only left his in the stall of the Quire, where he 
had sate, which was not brought after him (Ne Margarita^ 
etc) as if he had forgot it.* 

Another scene, which brings before us Christmas 
Day as then kept in the Abbey and in the College Hall, 
belongs to this time. Amongst the guests was a French 
Abbot, ' but a gentleman that held his abbacy in a lay 
capacity.' He expressed a desire to be present upon 
our Christmas Day in the morning: — 

> For Wi]liamB*s delight in mnnc at Bnckdon, see Cade's Sermon 
on Conacienoe (quoted in Notices, p. 81). 

* The mention of the rich copes of the 'qnizemen' (i.e. of the lay 
TJcan) is worth noting, as showing in what sense these vestments were 
then applied in the Ahbey. * Bernard's HeyUn, pp. 162, 194. 
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The Abbot kept his hoar to come to chuich upon that 
High Feast; and a place was well fwcied aloft, with ^^j^^^ 
a lattice and curtains to conceal him. Mr. William i>ay with 
BosweU, like Philip riding with the treasurer of Abbot, neo. 
Queen Candace in the same chariot^ sate with him, ' 
directing him in the process of all the sacred offices performed, 
and made dear explanation to all his scruples.^ The church- 
work of that ever-blessed day fell to the Lord Keeper to per- 
form ity but in the place of the Dean of that Collegiate 
Church. He sung the service, preached the sermon, conse- 
crated the Lord's Table, and (being assisted with some of the 
Prebendaries) distributed the elements of the Holy Commun- 
ion to a great multitude meekly kneeling upon their knees. 
Four hours and better were spent that morning before the 
congregation was dismissed with the episcopal blessing. 
The Abbot was entreated to be a guest at the dinner provided 
in the College Hall, where all the members of that incorpora- 
tion feasted together, even to the Eleemosynaries, called the 
Beadsmen of the Foundation ; no distinction being made, but 
high and low eating their meat with gladness together upon 
the occasion of our Saviour's nativity and it might not be 
forgotten that the poor shepherds were admitted to worship 
the Babe in the Manger as well as the potentates of the East, 
who brought rich presents to offer up at the shrine of His 
cradle. All having had their comfort both in spiritual and 
bodily repast, the Master of the Feast and the Abbot, with 
some few beside, retired into a gallery.' 

In this gallery — whether that above the Hall, or 
the corridor — or possibly the long chamber in the 
Deanery, we must conceive the conversation, as carried 
on between the Lord Keeper and ' his brother Abbot,' 

1 Probably in the organ-loft. Boswell was Williams's secretary. 

^ Hacket, pp. 211, 212. A reception in some respects similar was 
given to the Greek Axchbiahop of Syra in the Jemsijem Chamber in 
187a 
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on the comparison, su^ested by what the Frenchman 
had seen, between the Church of England and the Con- 
tinental Churches, both Boman Catholic and Protestant 
Let them part with the concluding remark of the Lord 
Keeper: — 'I used to say it often that there ought to 
be no secret antipathies in Divinity or in churches 
for which no reason can be given. But let every house 
sweep the dust from their own door. We have done 
our endeavour, Grod be praised, in England to model a 
Churchway which is not afraid to be searched into by 
the sharpest critics for purity and antiquity. But, as 
Pacatus said in his panegyric in another case, Parum 
est quando cceperU terviinum non habehit. Yet I am 
confident it began when Christ taught upon earth, and 
I hope it shall last till He comes again.' ' I will put 
my attestation thus far to your confidence ' (said the 
Abbot), ' that I think you are not far from the King- 
dom of Heaven/ So, with mutual smiles and em- 
braces, they parted. 

This was the last year of Williams's power and 
favour at Court Within three months from this enter- 
punendof tainmcut King James died. The Dean was 

James I. ^ 

1625. present during his last hours, and at his fu- 

neral in the Abbey preached the famous sermon, on the 
text (2 Chron. ix. 31), ' Solomon slept with his fathers, 
and he was buried in the city of David his father ; ' and 
(as his biographer adds) ' no farther * (i, e. with a studious 
omission of 'Behoboam his son'). 'He never studied 
anything with more care, taking for his pattern ]B'ishef s 
sermon at the funeral of Henry YII., and Cardinal 
Peron's sermon for Henry IV. of Franca* ^ 

^ Two other aermons were preached bj him in the Abbej before the 
Hoose of Lords ; one on Ash Wedneedajr, Feb. 18, 1623, the other on 
April 6, 1628 (on Gal. yi. 14). 
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Then the power of Williams in Westminster suddenly 
waned. His rival Laud,^ who was his bitter antagonist 
amongst the Ftebendaries of Westminster, was qoMmiB 
now in the ascendant. The slight put upon him p^^^^^ 
at the Coronation of Charles I. has been already '^ 
mentioned, and henceforth he resided chiefly at his 
palace near Lincoln, only coming up to Westminster 
at the times absolutely required by the Statutes of the 
Abbey. Two scenes in the Abbey belong to this period. 
The first is in the early morning of Trinity Sunday, 
1626, in Henry YII.'s Chapel. It was the ordination 
of the saintly layman Nicholas Ferrar to his perpetual 
Diaconate by Laud as Bishop of St David's, to whom 
he was brought by his tutor. Laud's friend, Dean Linsell. 
Apparently they three alone were present. Laud had 
been prepared by Linsell * to receive him there with very 
particular esteem, and with a great deal of joy, that he 
was able to lay hands on so extraordinary a person. 
So he was ordained deacon and no more, for he pro- 
tested he durst not advance one step higher.' . . . 
'The news of his taking orders quickly spread all 
over the city and the court' ^ Some blamed him, 
but others, with Sir Edwin Sandys, approved. Another 
less edifying incident takes us to the Cloisters at 
night' It is lilly the astrologer who speaks, in the 
year 1637: — 

1 For the attention which Land devoted to the School, see the in- 
teresting regulations of its hours and studies preserved in his hand- 
writing. {Lusus West., ii. 330.) 

^ Jebb's lAfi of Ferrar. (Mayor's Cambridge in the Seventeenth Cen- 
tury , p. 226.) The same incident is told in the life bj his brother. 
(Ibid. p. 24. ) ' They two went to Westminster Chapel, his tutor having 
spoken to Bishop Laud ... to persuade him to be there, and to lay 
his hands upon him to make him Deacon.' 

* This doubtless suggested a well-known passage in the Antiquary. 
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Davy Ramsey, Mb Majesty's dock-maker, had been informed 
that there was a great quantity of treasure buried in the 
Gloyster of Westminster Abbey ; he acquaints Dean Williams 
therewith, who was also then Bishop of Lincoln ; the Dean 
gave him liberty to search after it, with this proviso, that if 
any was discovered, his church should have a share of it. 
Davy Ramsey finds out one John Scott, who lived in Pud- 
ding Lane, and had sometime been a page (or such like) 
to the Lord Norris, and who pretended the use of the Mosa- 
ical Rods, to assist him herein ; I was desired to join with 
him, unto which I consented. One winter^s night Davy 
Ramsey with several gentlemen, myself, and Scott^ entered 
the Cloysters ; Davy Ramsey brought an half-quartern sack to 
put the treasure in ; we played the hazel-rod round about the 
Gloyster ; upon the west side of the Cloysters the rods turned 
one over another, an argument that the treasure was there. 
The labourers digged at least six foot deep, and then we met 
with a coffin ; but in regard it was not heavy, we did not 
open, which we afterwards much repented. From the Cloys- 
ters we went into the Abbey-Church, where, upon a sudden 
(there being no wind when we began), so fierce, so high, so 
blustering and loud a wind did rise, that we verily believed 
the west end of the church would have &llen upon us ; our 
rods would not move at all ; the candles and torches, all but 
one, were extinguished, or burned very dimly. John Scott^ 
my partner, was amazed, looked pale, knew not what to think 
or do, until I gave directions and command to dismiss the 
dsBmons ; which when done, all was quiet again, and each 
man returned unto his lodging late, about 12 a clock at 
night; I could never since be induced to joyn with any 
in such like actions. The true miscarriage of the business 
was by reason of so many people being present at the op- 
eration, for there was above thirty, some laughing, others 
deriding us ; so that if we had not dismissed the dsemons, 
I believe most part of the Abbey-Church had been blown 
down ; secrecy and intelligent operators, with a strong con- 
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fidence and knowledge of what they are doing, aie best for 
this work.^ 

Amongst the thirty-six articles of complaint raised 
against Williams by his enemies in the Chapter, many 
had direct reference to his Westminster life — such as, 
' that he came too late for service/ ' came without his 
habit on/ etc. The 'articles/ says Hacket (speaking 
almost as if he had seen their passage over the venera- 
ble pinnacles), ' flew away over the Abbey, like a flock 
of wild geese, if you cast but one stone amongst 
them.'' Williams was also expressly told that 'the 
lustre in which he lived at Westminster gave offence 
to the King, and that it would give more content if he 
would part with his Deanery, lus Majesty not approv- 
ing of his being so near a neighbour to WhitehalL' 
One great prelate (evidently Laud) plainly said, in the 
presence of the King ' that the Bishop of Lincoln lived 
in as much pomp as any Cardinal in Bome, for diet, 
music, and attendance/ ' But, in spite of his love for 
music and the occasional splendour of the services, it 
would seem that the peculiar innovations of the Laud- 
ian school never permanently prevailed in the Abbey. 
At the time when other churches were blazing with 
hundreds of wax tapers on Candlemas Day, it was 
observed that in the Abbey there were none even in 
the evening.* His enemies at last succeeded ^te ont 
in procuring his fall and imprisonment, and JS£t^"' 
a Commission stiQ remains on the Chapter ^®^**^- 
Books, authorising the Chapter to carry on the business 

1 lilly's Hittory of hit Life and Times, 1602-1681, pp. 32, 33. Lon- 
don. 1715. 

2 Hacket, pp. 91, 92. > FnUer's Ckurek Hietory, 

4 Catalogue of sapexftitionfl obeerrances, printed for Hinaoott, 1642, 
p. 27. 
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in his absence. Peter Heylin, Laud's chaplain, was 
now supreme as treasurer and subdean.^ A petition 
from him to the King describes the difficulty which he 
experienced in keeping up the ancient custom of clos- 
uaaherat ^8 ^^^ g^*^ ^^ ^^ P.M.* The Deanery was 
the Deanery, niadc ovcr to Ussher. A letter* to him from 
Laud curiously connects the past history of Westmin- 
ster with the well-known localities of the present 
day: — 

As I was coming from the Star-G)iamber this day se'nnigbt 
at night, there came to me a gentlemanlike man, who, it 
seems, some way belongs to your Grace. He came to in- 
form me that he had leceived some denial of the keys of 
the Dean of Westminster's lodgings. I told him that I had 
moved his Majesty that you might have the use of these 
lodgings this winter-time, and that his Majesty was graciously 
pleased that you should have them; and that I had ac- 
quainted Dr. Newell, the Subdean of the College, with so 
much, and did not find him otherwise than willing there- 
unto. But, my Lord, if I mistake not, the error is in this : 
the gentleman, or somebody else to your use, demanded the 
keys of your lodging, if I misunderstood him not Now 
the keys cannot^ be delivered, for the Eang's scholars must 
come hither daily to dinner and supper in the Hall, and the 
butlers and other officers must come in to attend them. 
And to this end there is a porter, by office and oath, that 
keeps the keys. Besides^ the Prebends must come into their 
Chapter House, and, as I think, during the Chapter-time 

1 He repaired the West and South Aisle; and 'new yaulted the 
cnrions arch over the preaching place, which looketh now most magni- 
ficently, and the roof thereof to be raised to the same height as the 
rest of the Church.' (Bernard's Heylin, p. 173.) 

a State Papers, vol. 1837. 

S Ussher's Win-ks, xvi. 536, 537. 

4 This implies a gate between the Cloister and the Deanery. 
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have their diet in the Hall. Bat there is room plentiful 
enough for your Grace besides this. I advised this gentle- 
man to speak again with the Subdean, according to this 
direction, and more I could not possibly do. And by that 
time these letters come to you, I presume the Subdean will 
be in town again. And if he be, I will speak with him, 
and do all that lies in me to accommodate your Grace. 
Since this, some of the Bishop of Lincoln's friends whisper 
privately that he hopes to be in Parliament, and, if he be, 
he must use his own house. And whether the Subdean 
have heard anything of this or no, I cannot tell. Neither 
do I myself know any certainty, but yet did not think it fit 
to conceal anything that I hear in this from you. 

On the meeting of the Long Parliament Williams 
was released, and 'conducted into the Abbey Church, 
when he officiated, it being a day of humilia- ^aii^nj,., 
tion, as Dean of Westminster, more honoured "*°™- 
at the first by Lords and Commons than any other of 
his order.' 

The service at which he attended was, however, 
disturbed by the revival of an old feud between him- 
self and his Ptebendaries. Each had long laid claim 
to what was called * the great pew ' on the north side 
of the Choir, near the pulpit, and immediately under 
the portrait of Richard 11.^ Williams insisted, by a 
tradition reaching back to Dean Goodman, that this 
pew was his own by right, and by him granted to 
noblemen and 'great ladies,* whilst the Prebendaries 
were to sit in their own stalls, or with the Scholars. 
Here he sate on the occasion of his triumphant return. 
It so chanced that his old enemy Peter Heylin, in the 

1 State Papen, 1635. See Chapter m. p. 124. It seems to have 
been used as the seat of the Lord Keepen and Chancellors on occasion 
of their coining to service in the Abbey. 
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newly adorned pulpit, was 'preaching his course, 
PftterH^iin *°^ whcu, at a ccTtaiu point, the Eoyalist 
inthepoipit Prebendary launched out into his ususd in- 
vectives against the Puritans, the Dean, ' sitting in the 
great pew,' and inspired, as it were, by that old battle- 
field of contention, knocked aloud with his staff on the 
adjacent pulpit, saying, 'No more of that point — no 
more of that point, Peter/ 'To which the Doctor 
readily answered, without hesitation, or without the 
least sign of being dashed out of countenance, I have 
a Kttle more to say, my Lord, and then I have done.'^ 
He then continued in the same strain, and the Dean 
afterwards sent for the sermon. 

The tide of events which flowed through Westmin- 
ster Hall in the next year constantly dischaiged itself 
into the Abbey. The Subcommittee, composed partly 
of Episcopalians, partly of Presbyterians, to report on 
conferances the ccclesiastical questions of the day, sate 
jeraniem Under Williams's presidency in his beloved 
164^ ' Jerusalem Chamber, now for the first time 
passing into its third phase, that of the scene of ec- 
clesiastical disputations. There they 'had solemn 
debates six several days,' — 'always entertained at his 
table with such bountiful cheer as well became a 
Bishop. But this we beheld as the last course' of all 
public episcopal treatments.' Some have thought the 
mutual conferences of such men as Sanderson and 
Calamy, Prideaux and Marshall, ' might have 
produced much good,' in spite of the forebod- 
ings of the Court Prelates. But what the issue of 
this conference would have been is 'only known to 

^ Bernard's Beylin, 193. The pnlpit was moyed to the north side, 
as now, in the last century. (Chapter Book, June 27, 1779.) 
s Fuller's Church History, 1640. 
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Him who knew what the men of Keilah would do.' 
' The weaving of their consultations continued till the 
middle of May, and was biirly on the loom when the 
bringing in of the bill against Deans and Chapters cut 
off all the threads, putting such a distance between 
the aforesaid divines, that never their judgments and 
scarce their persons met after together.' Meantime 
the fury of the London populace rose to such a pitch, 
that Williams — who meantime had just received from 
the King the prize so long coveted, but now wiiuams'i 
too late for enjoyment, of the See of York — York, Dec. 4. 
was as much in danger from the Parliamentarian 
mob as he had been a year before from Laud and 
Strafford. 

Eyewitnesses have thus infoimed me of the manner thereofl 
Of those apprentices who coming up to the Parliament cried, 
' No bishops 1 No bishops ! ' some, rudely rushing 
into the Abbey church, were reproved by a veiger the Ab^y, 
for their irreverent behaviour therein. Afterwards ^ 
quitting the church, the doors thereof, by command from the 
Dean, were shut up, to secure the organs and monuments 
therein against the return of the apprentices. For though 
others could not foretell the intentions of such a tumult, who 
could not certainly tell their own, yet the suspicion was 
probable, by what was uttered amongst them. The multi- 
tude presently assault the church (under pretence that some 
of their party were detained therein), and force a panel out 
of the north door, but are beaten back by the officers and 
scholars of the College. Here an unhappy tile was cast by 
an unknown hand, from the leads or battlements of the 
church, which so bruised Sir Bichard Wiseman, conductor of 
the apprentices, that he died thereof^ and so ended that day's 



1 FoUer's Church HUtary, 1641. 
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All the Welsh blood in Williams's veins was roused, 
and, as afterwards he both defended and attacked 
Conway Castle, so now he maintained the Abbey in 
his own person, 'fearing lest they should seize upon 
the Begalia, which were in that place under his 
custody.'^ The violence of the mob continued to 
rage so fiercely, that the passage from the House of 
Lords to the Abbey became a matter of danger. Wil- 
liams was with difficulty protected home by some of 
the lay lords, as he returned by torch-light^ He was 
accompanied by Bishop Hall, who lodged in Dean's 
Yard. In a state of fury at these insults, he once 
more had recourse to the Jerusalem Chamber. Twelve 
of the Bishops, with Williams at their head, 
BUhoJS''' met there to protest against their violent ex- 
gaimChHai. clusiou from the House of Lords, and were in 

' * consequence committed to the Tower. Wil- 
liams was released after the abolition of the temporal 
jurisdiction of the clergy. The Chapter Book contains 
only two signatures of Williams as Arch- 
™Sd*im- bishop of York — one immediately before his 
fc^T"** second imprisonment, December 21, 1641; 
Jrtiie^May ouc immediately after his release, May 18, 
18. 164k ^g^2 This must have been his last appear- 
ance, in the scene of so many interests and so many 
conflicts, in Westminster. He left the capital to follow 
the King to York, and never returned.* 

The volume in which these signatures are recorded 
bears witness to the disorder of the times. A few 
hurried entries on torn leaves are all that mark those 



1 Racket, p. 176. 

« HaU's Hard Measure. ( Wordeworth's Ecd. Biog. pp. 318, 824.) 

* Buried at lOandegay Church, 1650. 
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eventful yean, followed by a series of blank pages, 
which represent the interregnum of the Common- 
wealth. During this interregnum the Abbey itself, 
as we have seen, not only retained still its honour, as 
the burial-plaoe of the great,^ but received an addi- 
tional impulse in that direction, which since that 
period it has never lost Many a Boyalist, perhaps, 
felt at the time what Waller expressed afterwards — 

When others fell, this, standing, did presage 
The Crown should triumph over popular rage ; 
Hard by that * House ' where all our ills were shap'd, 
The auspicious Temple stood, and yet escap'd.' 

But the religious services were entirely changed, and 
whilst the monuments and the &brics received but 
little injury, the furniture and ornaments of p^^^^^^ 
the Church sufifered materially. A Commit- 5j*^f5J» 
tee was appointed, of which Sir Robert Harley ^^^ 
was the head, for the purpose of demolishing ' monu- 
ments of superstition and idolatry,' in the Abbey 
Church of Westminster, and in the windows thereof. 
The Altar, which, in the earlier part of Williams's rule, 
had, contrary to the general practice since the Ref- 
ormation, been placed at the east end of the Choir,^ 
was brought into the centre of the Church, for the 
Communion of the House of Commons.^ The copes, 
which had been worn at the Coronations by the Dean 
and Ftebendaries, and probably, on special occasions, 
by all the members of the Choir, were sold by order of 
Parliament, and the produce given to the 
poor of Ireland. The tapestries representing 
the history of Edward the Confessor were transferred 

1 See Chapter IV. 

< WaUer on St. Jamee's Park. * Bernard's Heylin, p. 171. 

4 Nalson, i. 563. (Robertson on The Liturgy, p. 16a) 
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to the Houses of Parliament. The plate belonging to 
the College was melted down, to pay for the servants 
and workmen, or to buy horses.^ The brass and iron 
in Henry YIL's Chapel was ordered to be sold, and 
the proceeds thereof to be employed according to the 
directions of the House of Commons. But this ap- 
parently was not carried out ; as the brass still remains, 
and the iron gratings were only removed within this 
century. 

In July 1643 took place the only actual desecration 
to which the Abbey was exposed. It was believed in 
DeMciatioiL Boyalist circles that soldiers ' were quartered 
July 1648. ' in the Abbey, who burnt the altar-rails, sate 
on benches round the Communion Table, eating, drink- 
ing, smoking, and singing — destroyed the oigan, and 
pawned the pipes for ale in the alehouses — played at 
hare and hounds in the Church, the hares being the 
soldiers dressed up in the surplices of the Choir — and 
turned the Chapels and High Altar to the commonest 
and basest uses.^ It is a more certain fact that Sir 
Eobert Harley, who under his commission from the 
Parliament took down the crosses at Charing and Cheap- 
side, destroyed the only monument in the Abbey which 
totally perished in those troubles — the highly deco- 
rated altar which served as the memorial of 
ofBdi^rd" Edward VI.,* and which doubtless attracted 
moViair attention from Torr^iano's tena-cotta statues. 

^ Widmore, p. 156. Commoiui* Jonrnals, April 24, 28, 1643 ; April 
24, Maj 8, 1644. 

^ ' Some soldiers of Washbome and Cawood's companies, perhaps 
becanse there were no houses in Westminster.' 

' Cmll, ToL ii. app. ii. p. 14 ; Mercuriua Rustiaa, February 1643, 
p. 153. 

* ' Fttnl's and Westminster were purged of their images.' (Neal's 
Pttritatu, ii. 136.) This seems to have been the onlj instance. See 
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On a suspicion that Williams, with his well-known ac- 
tivity, had carried away the Begalia, the doors of the 
Treasury, which down to that time had been loiniti 
kept by the Chapter, were forced open,^ that BagJia. 
an inventory of what was to be found there might be 
presented to the House of Conmions. Henry Marten 
(such was the story) had been entrusted with the wel- 
come task ; and England has never seen a ceremony so 
nearly approaching to the Eevolutions of the Continent, 
as when the stem enthusiast, with the malicious humour 
for which he was noted, broke open the huge iron chest 
in the ancient Chapel of the Treasury, and dragged out 
the crown, sceptre, sword, and robes, consecrated by the 
use of six hundred years; and put them on George 
Wither the poet, *who, being thus crowned and royally 
arrayed, first marched about the room with a stately 
garb, and afterwards, with a thousand apish and ridicu- 
lous actions, exposed those sacred ornaments to con- 
tempt and laughter/^ The English spirit of order still, 
however, so far presided over the scene, that, after this 
verification of their safety, they were replaced in the 
Treasury, and not sold till some time afterwards. 

The institution itself was greatly altered, but its general 
stability was guaranteed. A special ordinance, in 1645, 
provided for the government of the Abbey, in default 
of the Dean and Chapter, who were superseded. 
The School, the almsmen, and the lesser of- 
fices still continued ; and over it were placed Commis- 

Chapter m. p. 208, and Merewrius Rusticus, p. 154. FragmentB pxoba- 
blj belonging to them were found in the Western Tower in 1866, 
and part of the cornice under the payement of Edward VL's vaolt 
in 1869. 

1 See Chapter V. p. 56. 

a Wood's Ath. iii. 1289, coL 1817 ; Heylin, Preabyt. 452, ed. 1672, 
but not in ed. 1670. (Mr. Forster, Statesmen, y. 252, doubts the story.) 

VOL. III. — 10 
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sioners consisting of the Earl of Northumberland and 
Th« Com- Other laymen, with the Master of Trinity, the 



Dean of Christ Church, and the Headmaster 
of Westminster.^ 

Seven Presbyterian ministers were chaiged with the 
The Pm- duty of having a ' morning exercise ' in place 
pmchen. of the daily service, and the Subdean, before 
the final dissolution of the Chapter, was ordered to per- 
mit them the use of the pulpit These were — Stephen 
Marshall, chief chaplam of the Parliamentary army, and 
(if we may use the expression) Primate of the Presby- 
terian Church ;' William Strong,^ who became the head 
of an Independent congregation in the Abbey, of which 
Bradshaw^ was a principal member; Herle, the second 
Prolocutor of the Westminster Assembly ; Dr. Stanton, 
afterwards President of Corpus, Oxford, called the 
' walkmg Concordance ; ' Philip Nye, who, though an 
uncompromising Independent, was the chief agent in 
bringing the Presbyterian ' Covenant ' across the Bor- 
der; John Bond, a son of Denis Bond, who afterwards 

1 Stonghton's EecL Hitt. i. 488. — The ordimmoe vesting the gov- 
erament of the Abbey in CoxnmiBsionen is given in Widmore, p. 214. 

* * Without doubt the Archbishop of Canterbury had never so great 
an influence npon the connsels at Conrt as Dr. Borgess or Mr. Mar- 
shaU had then npon the Honses.' (Clarendon.) Both Marshall and 
Strong were bnried in the Sonth Transept, and disinterred in 1661. 
(See Chapter IV.) 

* Thirty-one select sermons were published after his death, 'preached 
on special occasions by William Strong, that godly, able, and faithful 
minister of Christ, lately of the Abbey of Westminster.' Of these the 
first was preached on Dec. 9, 1650, when he was chosen pastor of this 
Church, on CoL ii. 5, ' Gospel order a church's beauty.' He was also 
the author of a work on the Two CovenanU, dedicated to Lady Eliza- 
beth Reid, who transcribed it For his funeral, see Chapter IV. p. 139. 

* This congregation, which sometimes also met in the House of 
Lords, was continued aher him by John Rowe, who remained thei« 
till 1661. Dr. Watts as a student belonged to it, bat after it had left 
the Abbey. ( CkriaHan Witmtn, 1868, p. SIS.) 
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became Master ^ of the Savoy Hospital, and of Trinity 
Hall at Cambridge ; and Whitaker, Master of St Mary 
Magdalen, Bermondsey. At one of these * morning exer- 
cises ' was present a young Boyalist lady, herself after- 
wards buried in the Abbey, Dorothy Osborne, beloved 
first by Henry Cromwell, and then the wife of Sir Wil- 
liam Temple. * I was near laughing yesterday when I 
should not. Could you beUeve that I had the grace to 
go and hear a sermon upon a week day ? It is true, 
and Mr. Marshall was the preacher. He is so famed that 
I expected vast things from him, and seriously I listened 
to him at first with as much reverence and attention as 
if he had been S. PauL But, what do you think he told 
us ? Why, that if there were no kings, no queens, no 
lords, no ladies, no gentlemen or gentlewomen in the 
world, it would be no loss at all to the Almighty. 
This he said over forty times,^ which made me remem- 
ber it whether I would or not/ 

Besides these r^ular lectures there were, on si>ecial 
occasions, sermons delivered in the Abbey by yet more 
remarkable men. Owen, afterwards Dean of Christ 
Church, preached on the day after Charles's j^, si. 
execution, and on ' God's work in Zion ' (Isaiah ^ptii. 
xiv. 32) on the opening of Parliament on Sept. ^*^' 
17, 1656. (Joodwin, President of Magdalen Coll^, 
Cambridge, preached in like manner before Oliver 
Cromwell's First Parliament,* and Howe, on 'Man's 
duty in Glorifying God,' before Eichard Cromwell's last 
Parliament^ Here too was heard Baxter's admirable 

1 In the original scheme (Commons' Joomals, Feb. 28, 1643), 
Palmer, Pastor of the New Ohnrch, Westminster, and HiU, afterwards 
Master of Emmannel, Cambridge, are mentioned. 

^ From a private letter, quoted in the Christian Witness of 1868, p. 
310. 

' Carlyle's Cromwell, u. 413. « Ibid, it 252, 254. 
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discourse, which must have taken more than two hours 
Sept 4,1661 ^ deliver, on the 'Vain and Formal Eeligion 
of the Hypocrite.' 

But the most remarkable ecclesiastical act that oc- 
curred within the precincts of the Abbey during this 
period was the sitting of the Westminster Assembly. 
Its proceedings belong to general history. Here is only 
given enough to connect it with the two scenes of its 
operations. 

The first was in the Church itself. There, doubtless 
in the Choir of the Abbey, on July 1, 1643, the Assem- 
AMmnbiy bly met There were the 121 divines, includ- 
juiy 1, 1648. ing four actual and five future bishops. Some 
few only of these attended, and ' seemed the only Non- 
conformists for their conformity, whose gowns and 
canonical habits differed from all the rest.' The rest 
were Presbyterians, with a sprinkling of Independents, 
' dressed in their black cloaks, skull-caps, and Gteneva 
bands. There were the thirty lay assessors,^ to overlook 
the clergy . . . just as when the good woman puts a 
cat into the milkhouse to kill a mouse, she sends her 
maid to look after the cat lest the cat should eat up the 
cream.' ^ Of these Selden was the most conspicuous, 
already connected with Westminster as Registrar of 
the College, an office which, apparently, had been 
created specially for him by Williams.^ Both Houses of 
Parliament assisted at the opening. So august an assem- 
bly had not been in the Abbey since the Conference 
which ushered in the re-establishment of the Protestant 
Church under Elizabeth. The sermon was preached 
by the Prolocutor, Dr. Twiss, on the text, * I will not 

1 The liBt is given in Hetherington's Weitmuuier Asaembly, p. 109. 

2 Selden's TaUe Talk. » Hacket, p. 69. 
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leave you comfortless.' On its conclusion the divines 
ascended the steps of Henry YII/s Chapel. There the 
roll of names was called over. Out of the 140 mem- 
bers, however, only 69 were present.^ On the 6th of 
July they assembled again, and received their i„ ^^^^ 
instructions from the House of Conmions. chl^,ifl48. 
Then, from August to October, they discussed ^'^^' 
the Thirty-nine Articles, and had only reached the 
sixteenth when they were commanded by the Parliament 
to take up the question of the Discipline and Liturgy 
of the Church. On the 17th of August, * with tears of 
pity and joy,' the Solemn League and Covenant was 
brought into the Tudor ChapeL On the 15th of Sep- 
tember, with a short expression of delight from Dr. 
Hoyle, one of the only two Irish Commission- ^^ ^^ 
ers, Ireland was incorporated in it. On the Si^f * 
25th, for a single day they left the Abbey, to *^ *^- 
meet the Commons in St. Margaret's Church, and there 
sign it. On the 15th of October, with a sermon from 
the other Irish divine,^ Dr. Temple — doubtless in the 
Abbey, it was subscribed by the Lords. There was one * 
spectator outside, who has left on record his protest 
against the Assembly, in terms which, whilst they apply 
to all attempts at local ecclesiastical authority, show 
that the reminiscences of the Abbey touched a congenial 
chord in his own heart. ' Neither is Grod appointed and 
confined, where and out of what place His chosen shall 
be first heard to speak ; for He sees not as man sees, 
chooses not as man chooses, lest we should devote our- 

1 This is about the aTeiage reUtiye attendance of the Lower Honse 
of the Conyocation of Canterbmy. 

^ Reid's Pregbyteriamsm in Ireland, i. 407-409 ; Stonghton's Ecci. 
Hist, of England, i. 272, 294. 

* BCilton's AreopagiHca, 1644. 
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selves again to set places and assemblies and outward 
callings of men, planting our faith one while in the 
Convocation House,^ and another while in the Chapel 
at Westminster; when all the &ith and religion that 
shall there be canonized is not sufficient without plain 
convincement and the charity of patient instruction 
to supple the least bruise of conscience, to edify the 
meanest Christian who desires to walk in the spirit and 
not in the letter of human trust, for all the number of 
voices that can be there made, no, though Harry VII, 
himsdf there, with aU his liege tombs about him, shovld 
lend their voices from the dead to swell their number! 
It was not till the end of September that the extreme 
cold of the interior of the Abbey compelled the Divines 
to shift their quarters from Henry VIl/s Chapel to the 
Jerusalem Chamber; as before, so now it was the 
warm hearth that drew thither alike the dying' King 
and the grave Assembly. It is at this point that we 
first have a full picture of their proceedings from one 
of the Scottish^ Commissioners who arrived at this 
juncture:* — 

On Monday morning we sent to both Houses of Parliament 
for a warrant for our sitting in the Assemblie. This was 
readilie granted, and by Mr. Hendersone presented to the 
Proloqutor, who sent out three of their number to convoy us 
to the Assembhe. Here no mortal man may enter to see or 
hear, let be to sitt» without ane order in wryte from both 
Houses of Parliament. When we were brought in, Dr. Twiase 
had ane long harangue for our welcome, after so long and 

1 See, farther on, the aocount of Conyocation. 
a See Chapter V. p. 48. 

* One Irish divine onlj was present. Dr. Hojle, Professor of Divin- 
itj from Dablin. (Reid's Presbyterianum in Ireland, i. 405.) 
4 LeUer$ and Journals of Robert Baillie, yol. ti. pp. 107-109. 
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hazardous a voyage by sea and land, in so unseasonable a 
tyme of the year. When he had ended, we satt down in 
these places, which since we have keeped. The like of that 
Assemblie I did never see, and, as we hear say, the like was 
never in England, nor anywhere is shortlie lyke to be. 
They did sitt in Heniy YII.'s ChappeU, in the place of the 
Convocation;^ but since the weather grew cold, Bemovai 
they did go to Jerusalem Chamber,* a Mr roome ji^em 
in the Abbey of Westminster, about the bounds of ^^^*'^^- 
the CoUedge forehall,* but wyder. At the one end nearest 
the doore, and both sydes, are stages of seats, as in the new 
Assemblie-House at Edinburgh, but not so high; for there 
will be roome but for five or six score. At the upmost end 
there is a chair set on ane frame, a foot from the earth, for 
the Mr. Proloqutor, Dr. Twisse. Before it on the ground 
stands two chairs, for the two Mr. Assessors, Dr. Burgess and 
Mr. Whyte. Before these two chairs, through the length of 
the roome, stands a table, at which sitts the two scribes, Mr. 
Byfield and Mr. Boborough. The house is all well hung,* 
and has a good fyre, which is some dainties at London. 

1 For the ConyocatioD, see p. 195. 

3 Fuller {Church History, iii. 449) says: 'And what place more 
proper for the building of Sion (as they propounded it) than the Cham- 
ber of Jerusalem (the fairest in the Dean's lodgings, where King Heniy 
IV. died), where these divines did daily meet together ? ' 

* Probably not the Forehall of Glasgow (destroyed in 1867), which 
was much larger, bnt another forehall of the college (destroyed in 
1 662 ) . See Professor Mitchell's Minutes of the Westminster Assembly, 
p. Ixxiz. 

4 The tapestry with which the chamber is now hung, and which, 
&ough different, represents its appearance at the time of the Assembly, 
consists of five pieces : 1. A fragment, apparently representing Goliath 
challenging the Israelites. 2. The circumcision of Isaac. (These two 
were hung in the Abbey at the coronation of James n. See Chapter 
II.) 3. (Probably of the same period.) The adoration of the Wise 
Men. The two latest additions were the gift of Lord John Thynne 
from his residence at Haynes, consisting of (4.) The interview of 
Eliezer and Bebekah. (5.) Peter and John at the Beautiful Gate of 
the Temple. 
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Foisnent the table, upon the Proloqntor's right hand, there 
are three or four rankes or formes. On the lowest we five doe 
sit ; upon the other, at our backs, the members of Parliament 
deputed to the Assemblie.^ On the formes foranent us, on 
the Proloqutor's left hand, going from the upper end of the 
house to the chimney, and at the other end of the house and 
backsyde of the table, till it come about to our seats, are four 
or five stages of formes, whereupon their divines sitts as they 
please ; albeit commonlie they keep the same place. From 
the chimney to the door there is no seats, but a voyd, about 
the fire. We meet every day of the week, but Saturday. 
We sitt commonlie from nine to one or two afternoon. The 
Proloqutor at the beginning and end has a short prayer. 
The man, as the world knows, is very learned in the ques- 
tions he has studied, and very good, beloved of all, and 
highlie esteemed ; but merelie bookish, and not much, as it 
seems, acquaint with conceived prayer [and] among the unfit- 
test of all the company for any action ; so after the prayer, 
he sitts mute. It was the cannie conveyance of these who 
guides most matters for their own interest to plant such a 
man of purpose in the chaire. The one assessour, our good 
friend Mr. Whyte, has keeped in of the gout since our com- 
ing j the other. Dr. Burgess, a very active and sharpe man, 
supplies, so fiirr as is decent, the Proloqutor^s place. Ordina- 
rilie, there will be present about three-score of their divines. 
These are divided in three committees, in one whereof every 
man is a member. No man is excluded who pleases to come 
to any of the three. Every committee, as the Parliament 
gives orders in wryte to take any purpose to consideration, 
takes a portion ; and in their afternoon meeting prepares mat- 
ters for the Assemblie, setts doune their minde in distinct 

1 ' The Prince Palatine, constantly present at the debates, heard the 
Erastians with much delight, as welcoming their opinions for country's 
sake (his natives, as first bom in Heidelberg), though otherwise in his 
own judgment no favourer thereof. But other Parliament-men lis- 
tened very favourably to their aiguments/ etc. (FnUer, iii. 468.) 



Digitized by 



Google 




S. The two AMeason. 
8. Th« two Scribes. 
4. The SootUeh DiTinee. 



&.TheM.P.*s. 
8. The English Dtrtnes. 
7. The FirepUce. 
& The Table. 



PLA.N or THE KODXBN DEAKERT, IKOLTTDIKG THE ' ABBOT'S PLACE,' 
AKD REPRESENTINO THE JERUSALEM OHAMBER AT THE TIME OP 
THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



164 THE ABBEY SINCE THE BEFORBfATION. 

propositions, backs their propositions with texts of Scripture. 
After the prayer, Mr. Byfield, the scribe, reads the proposition 
and Scriptures, whereupon the A^semblie debates in a most 
grave and orderlie way. No man is called up to speak ; but 
who stands up of his own accord, he speaks so long as he 
will without interruption. If two or three stand up at once, 
then the diyines confusedlie calls on his name whom they 
desyre to hear first On whom the loudest and maniest 
voices calls, he speaks. No man speaks to any hot to the 
Proloqutor. They harangue long and very leamedlie. They 
studie the questions well beforehand, and prepares their 
speeches; but withall the men are exceeding prompt and 
well spoken. I doe marveU at the very accurate and extem- 
porall replyes that many of them usuallie doe make. When, 
upon everie proposition by itself, and on everie text of 
Scripture that is brought to confirme it, every man who will 
has said his whole minde, and the replyes, and duplies, and 
triplies are heard; then the most part calls, 'To the ques- 
tion.' Byfield the scribe rises from the table, and comes to 
the Proloqutor's chair, who, from the scribe's book, reads the 
proposition, and says, ^ As many as are in opinion that the 
question is well stated in the proposition, let them say I;' 
when I is heard, he says, ' As many as think otherwise, say 
No.' If the difference of I's and No's be cleare, as usuallie 
it is, then the question is ordered by the scribes, and they 
go on to debate the first Scripture alleadged for proof of the 
proposition. K the sound of I and No be near equall, then 
sayes the Proloqutor, * As many as say I, stand up ; ' while 
they stand, the scribe and others number them in their 
minde ; when they sitt downe, the No's are bidden stand, and 
they likewise are numbered. This way is clear enough, and 
saves a great deal of time, which we spend in reading our 
catalogue. When a question is once ordered, there is no 
more debate of that matter ; but if a man will raige, he ib 
quicklie taken up by Mr. Assessor, or many others, con- 
fusedlie crying, 'Speak to order — to order!' No man con- 
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tiadicto another expieaalie by name, bot most disczeetlie 
speaks to the Proloqutor, and at moet holds on the genenll, 
'The Eeverend brother who latelie or last spoke,' 'on this 
hand/ 'on that syde/ 'above,' or * below.' I thought meet 
once for all to give you a taste of the outward form of their 
Assemblie. They follow the way of their Parliament Much 
of their way is good, and worthie of our imitation : only their 
longsomenesse is wofull at this time, when their Church and 
Kingdome lyes under a most lamentable anarchy and confusion. 
They see the hurt of their length, but cannot get it helped ; 
for being to establish a new plattforme of worship and disci- 
pline to their Nation for all time to come, they think they 
cannot be answerable if solidlie, and at leisure, they doe not 
examine every point thereof 

Here took place those eager disputes between Selden 
and Gillespie.^ Here Selden would tell his adversaries, 
'Perhaps in your little pocket-bibles with gilt leaves 
(which they would often take out and read) the trans- 
lation may be thus, but the Greek and Hebrew signifies 
thus and thus/ and so would silence theoL He came, 
' as Persians used, to see wild asses fight/ ' When the 
Commons tried him with their new law, these brethren 
refreshed him with their new Gospel/ ^ Here Herle, 
rector of Winwick, delivered his philippics against the 
Bishops, after one of which he exultingly said to an ac- 
quaintance, I 'U tell you news. Last night I buried a 
Bishop in Westminster Abbey/ ' Sure/ was the shrewd 
reply, 'you buried him in the hope of resurrection/' 
For five years, six months, and twenty-two days, through 

1 Lightfoot, i. 68 ; Hetherington, p. 252. 

* Hetherington, p. 326. 

* Life of a Lancaahirti Rector (Mancheeter Field Natmaliflts' and 
AichfDologistB' Society, 1878-79, p. 80-86). A lelatiye, apparently 
a daughter, SCargaiet Herle, was buried in the Cloistere, 1646-47 
(Register). 
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one thousand one hundred and sixty-three sessions, the 
Chapel of Henry YII. and the Jerusalem Chamber 
witnessed their weary labours. Out of these walls came 
the Directory, the Longer and Shorter Catechism, and 
that famous Confession of &ith which, alone within 
these Islands, was imposed by law on the whole king- 
dom; and which, alone of all Protestant Confessions, 
still, in spite of its sternness and narrowness, retains a 
hold on the minds of its adherents, to which its fervour 
and its logical coherence in some measure entitle it 
If ever our Northern brethren are coustraihed by a 
higher duty to break its stringent obligation, they may 
perhaps find a consolation in the fact, that the ' West- 
minster Confession ' bears in its very name the sign 
that it came to them not from the High Church or 
Hall of Assembly in Edinburgh, but from the apartments 
of a prelatical dignitary at Westminster, under the 
sanction of an English Parliament, and under the occa- 
sional pressure of the armies of an English king. 

Whilst the Jerusalem Chamber was thus employed, 
the Deanery itself ¥ras inhabited by a yet more singular 
occupant The office had, on Williams^s retirement, been 
Richard givcu by the King to Dr. Eichard Stewart ; 
1646-61. but he never took possession, and died in exile 
at Paris, where he was buried in a Protestant cemetery 
John near St. Germain des Pifes. The house, mean- 

1649-69. ' time, had been granted ^ on lease to Bradshaw, 
President of the High Court of Justice. He belonged 
to a small Independent congregation, gathered in the 
Abbey under the ministry, first of Strong, and then of 

^ It was ordezed on the 25tb of Jannary, t. «. five days before the 
King's death, ' that the dean's house in Westminster Abbey be pro- 
▼ided and furnished for the lodging of the Lord President and his ser- 
yants, guards, and attendants.'— /State TriaJs^ iv. 1100. 
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Bow& Here, according to tradition, he loved to climb 
by the winding stair from the Deanery into 'some 
small chamber' in the South-western Tower. It is, 
doubtless, that which still exists, with traces of its 
ancient fireplace, but long since inhabited only by 
hawks ^ or pigeons. A round piece of timber was long 
shown here as Bradshaw's rack ; and the adjacent gal- 
lery was haunted,' as the Westminster boys used to be- 
lieve, by his ghost. * This melancholy wretch,' so writes 
the royalist antiquarian, ' it is said, ended his days in 
the blackest desperation ; but that a church-roof was 
the nest of such an unclean bird, I have not before heard. 
Certain it is that he ended his days near this church, 
but that he spent them in it we have no authority but 
tradition. Yet it is not improbable that, in some of his 
fits, he might retire to a place very well suited to such 
a temper.' ^ The more authentic accounts of his death 
do not exhibit any such remorse. * Not on the tribunal 
only,' said Milton, in his splendid eulogy on his character, 
' but through his whole life, he seemed to be sitting in 
judgment on Royalty.' ' Had it to be done over again,' 
were amongst his last words, speaking of the King's 

1 ' Peregrine falcons take up their abode from October or November 
until the spring upon Westminster Abbej and other churches in the 
metropolis : this is well known to the London pigeon fanciers, from 
the great havoc they make in their flights.' {Sir John Slight on 
Hawking, 1826.) 

3 A distingnished old Westminster scholar (the late Lord de Roe), 
who for a wager passed a night in the Abbey to confront the ghost, 
long retained a lively recollection of the unearthly soonds of birds and 
rats through his cold dark imprisonment. The ' rack,' or rather * wheel,' 
was merely a part of Wren's machinery for boilding the Sonth-weetem 
Tower, and remained there till 1867. Piles of skeletons of pigeons 
killed by the hawks were found there, as well as fragments of ordinary 
meals. A recess called Cromwell's seat, probably from some confusion 
with Bradshaw, exists in the vaults beneath the College Hall. 

• Dart, i. 65. 
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execution, 'I would do it/ He was present at the 
Oouncil of State in 1659. When the proceedings of the 
army were discussed and justified, and, ' though by long 
sickness very weak and much exhausted, yet, animated 
by his ardent zeal and constant affection to the common 
cause, he stood up and interrupted Colonel Sydenham, 
declaring his abhorrence of that detestable action, and 
telling the Council that, being now going to his Ood, he 
had not patience to sit there to hear His great name so 
openly blasphemed, and thereupon departed to his lodg- 
ings, and withdrew himself from public employment' 
In those lodgings at the Deanery he died,^ and was, as 
we have seen, buried with his wife in the course of the 
same year in Henry VIL's Chapel, to be disinterred in a 
few months by the Boyalists. 

The Prebendaries' houses were given to the seven 
preachers, and all members of the Capitular and Col- 
legiate body who had not taken the Covenant were re- 
otbaidiston, moved. Two alone remained. One was Lambert 
buri^'oct. Osbaldiston, who had been for sixteen years 
8,1659. Headmaster, and suffered alternately from 
Laud ^ and from the Puritans. But he was spared in the 
general expulsion of the Prebendaries by the Long 
Parliament, and, probably through his influence, the 
School was spared also. In the School his successor 
Busby, ^^ ^^6 celebrated Busby, a man not commonly 
1638-96. suspected of too much compliance, but who, 
nevertheless, kept his seat unshaken during the conten- 
tions of Williams and Laud within the Chapter, through 

1 Ladlow, 317. See Chapter IV. 

' He had narrowly escaped standing in the pillory in Dean's Yard, 
before his own door, for calling Laud ' Hocns Pocos ' and the ' Little 
Vermin.' He was buried in the South Aisle of the Abbey, October 3, 
1659. (See Alumni Westmonast., p. 82.) 
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the fall of the monarchy and the rain of the Church, 
both whilst the Abbey was at its highest flight of 
Episcopal ritual, and whilst it was occupied by Presby- 
terian preachers, through the Bestoration, and through 
the Bevolution, into the reign of William III. ; thus 
having served three dynasties and witnessed three 
changes of worship. Dr. Busby's history belongs to 
that of the School rather than of the Abbey ; but some 
of the most striking incidents of his reign are closely 
connected with the localities of Westminster, and with 
the passions ^ which were heaving round the Cloisters 
through this eventful period. One of these is recalled 
by the bar which extends across the Great School It 
is the famous bar over which on Shrove-Tuesday it is 
the duty of the College cook to throw a pancake, to be 
scrambled for by the boys and presented to the Dean.^ 
On this bar — 

Eveiy one who is acquainted with Westminster School 
knows that there is a curtain * which used to be drawn across 

1 For the long qoarrel between Biubj and Bagshawe, see Narrative 
of the Different between Mr. Busby and Mr. Bagshawe (1659); also 
Alumni WeHmanatt., p. 125. 

3 For many years it was torn to pieces in the scuffle. Bat a tradi- 
tion existing that if any one carried it whole to the Dean, he would 
receive a goinea, the boys at last agreed that a certain champion should 
be allowed to secure it as if in fair fight, and from that time the pan- 
cake, when presented, has received its proper reward. In later days 
the failures of an unsuccessful cook, year after year, had nearly broken 
the custom ; tiU, in 1864, an ancient war-ciy was revived, and a shower 
of books was discharged at the head of the offending minister ; he, in 
return, hurled the fiyingpan into the midst, which cut open the head 
of one of the scholars, who was then allowed by the Dean to carry off 
the pan in triumph. The whole incident was commemorated in a 
humorous Homeric poem, entitled Mageiropcedomadua, since published 
in Lutua WestmonasterienseSf ii. p. 304; see ibid. 201. In the Gent. 
Mag. 1790 the 'cook ' is called the ' under clerk.' Brand (i. 83) men- 
tions the custom as having once existed at Eton. 

* ' Dr. Busby admitted me above the curtain.' (Taswell, p. 9.J 
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the room, to separate the upper school from the lower. A 
oiTime yoath happened, by some mischance, to tear the 
and waka. i}^q above-mentioned curtain. The severity of the 
Master [Busby] was too well known for the criminal to 
expect any pardon for such a fault ; so that the boy, who was 
of a meek temper, was terrified to death at the thoughts of his 
appearance, when his friend who sate next to him bade him 
be of good cheer, for that he would take the fault on himself 
He kept his word accordingly. As soon as they were grown 
up to be men, the Civil War broke out» in which our two 
friends took the opposite sides; one of them followed the 
Parliament, the other the Royal party. 

As their tempers were different, the youth who had torn 
the curtain endeavoured to raise himself on the civil list, and 
the other, who had borne the blame of it, on the military. 
The first succeeded so well that he was in a short time made 
a judge under the Protector. The other was engaged in the 
unhappy enterprise of Penruddock and Groves in the West 
Every one knows that the Royal party was routed, and all the 
heads of them, among whom was the curtain champion, im- 
prisoned at Exeter. It happened to be his friend's lot at the 
time to go the Western Circuit. The trial of the rebels, as 
they were then called, was very short, and nothing now re- 
mained but to pass sentence on them; when the judge, hear- 
ing the name of his old fiiend, and observing his face more 
attentively, which he had not seen for many years, asked him 
if he was not formerly a Westminster scholar. By the an- 
swer, he was soon convinced that it was his former generous 
friend ; and, without saying anything more at that time, made 
the best of his way to London, where, employing all hb power 
and interest with the Protector, he saved his friend from the 
&te of his imhappy associates.^ 

1 Spectator, No. cccxiii., by Enstace Bndgell, a WeBtminster scholar. 
See Alumni WeBtmonatt,, p. 568. The Royalist was Colonel William 
Wake, father of Archhishop Wake ; the Parliamentarian was John 
Glynne, Seijeant and Peer under Cromwell, ancestor of the Glynnes of 
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Two incidents illustrate the general loyalty of the 
School, well known through the remark of the Puritan 
Dean of Christ Church, John Owen, who him- Loyaitjror 
self preached (on Jer. xv. 19, 20) in the Abbey *^ **^ 
the day after the execution: *It will never be well 
with the nation till Westminster School is suppressed.' 
One occurred at the funeral of the Protector. 

Uvodale at 

' Robert Uvedale, one of the scholars, in his boy- cromweu's 

AinenL 

ish indignation against the usurper, snatched 

one of the escutcheons from the hearse,' ^ The other 

is recorded by the famous Bobert South, who 

was amongst Busby's scholars, and lies by his Ja^ua^, 

side ^ in the ChanceL ' I see great talents in 

that sulky boy,' said Busby, ' and I shall endeavour to 

bring them out/ 'On that very day* (says South, in 

one of his sermons ^, ' that black and eternally infamous 

day of the King's murder, I myself heard, and am now 

a witness, that the King was publicly prayed for in 

this school but an hour or two at most before his sacred 

head was struck off.'^ 'The school,' says the old 

preacher, rousing himself with the recollection of those 

stirring days of his boyhood, ' made good its claim to 

that glorious motto of its royal foundress. Semper 

Hawarden. He is baried in St. Margaret's Church (Alumni West. p. 
569), and his grandniece (1732-33) Ellen in Monk's vanlt in Henry 
VIL's Chapel. (Register. ) 

1 Gent. Mag. Ixii. pt 1, p. 114. a See Chapter IV. p. 142. 

* Sonth's Sermon on Virtuous Education, 1685. The version usu- 
ally given (Alumni West, p. 136) is that South himself read the prayers. 
But this contradicts his own testimony, and, moreover, he was not 
'senior' tiU 1650-51. 

* On that same day Phineas Payne, of the Mermaid, near the Mews, 
one of the doorkeepers of Westminster Hall, dined ' at Westminster 
CoUege' (probably in the Hall). Colonel Humphreys 'came in and 
said the work was done.' According to others, Payne boasted that ' his 
hands had done the work.' (State Papers, 1660.) 

VOL. HI. — 11 
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Eadevi ; the temper and genius of it being neither to be 
tempted with promises nor controlled with threats. . . . 
And, as Alexander the Great admonished one of his 
soldiers of the same name with himself still to remem- 
ber that his name was Alexander, and to behave him- 
self accordingly, so, I hope, our School has all along 
behaved itself suitably to the royal name and title it 
bears. . . . We really were King's scholars, as well as 
called so. It is called " the King's School," and there- 
fore let nothing arbitrary or tyrannical be practised in it, 
whatever has been practised against it ... It is the 
King's ^ School, and therefore let nothing but what is 
loyal come out of it or be found in it' 

This fervour of loyalty was the more remarkable 
when we remember that not only were the Governors 
Parliamentarians, but that the ministrations of the 
Abbey itself, which the boys frequented, were Presby- 
terian or Independent. ' I myself ' — it is South again 
who speaks in his old age — ' while a scholar here, have 
heard a prime preacher' (William Strong) * thus address- 
ing himself from this very pulpit, to the leading gran- 
dees of the faction in the pew under it* (doubtless 
sitting in the Chancellor's pew, so long contested be- 
tween Williams and the Chapter): '"You stood up," 
says he, " for your liberties, and you did welL" ' The 
two are brought face to face in the touching relation 
between the Royalist Pedagogue and his Nonconformist 
Philip pupil, Philip Henry, as they sit together in 
Henry. ^^ wcU-knowu picturc in the Hall of Christ 
Church — the one boy whom he never chastised, but 

1 The nse of this word seems to imply that, as at Canterbnry, the 
collegiate school was here known popalarly as * the King's School.' It 
is employed in the dedication of an edition of the Septaagint in 1653 
to the Indyta SchUa Rer/ia, which also bean the Royal Arms. 
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once with the words, * And thou, my child ; ' whose ab- 
sence from school he allowed, in order that the young 
Puritan might attend the daily lecture in the Abbey, 
between 6 and 8 a.m.,^ and whom he prepared for the 
Presbyterian celebration of the Sacrament with a care 
that the boy never forgot 'The Lord recompense it 
a thousand-fold into his bosom ! ' * What a mercy,* was 
Henry's reflection many years after, ' that Ht a time 
when the noise of wars and of trumpets and clattering of 
arms was heard there . . . that then my lot should 
be were there was peace and quietness, where the 
voice of the truth was heard, and where was plenty of 
Gospel opportunities ! * ' Prithee, child,' said Dr. Busby 
to him, after the Bestoration, ' who made thee a Non- 
conformist?' — 'Truly, sir, you made me one, for 
you taught me those things that hindered me from 
conforming.' * 

With the Bestoration the Abbey naturally returned 
to its former state.' Dr. Busby was still there,^ to 
carry the ampulla of the new Regalia at TnRu- 
Charles II/s coronation, and to escort the King '®»^"<»*- 
round Dean's Yard, hat on head, lest the boys should 
else think there was any greater man in the 
world than himself. Heylin too came back, 
now that ' his two good friends, the House of Commons 

^ This was the hour fixed by Parliament for the lectures (Com- 
mons' Journals, Feb. 20, 1648). During those hours all walking in 
the Abbey, Cloisters, or Churchyard was forbidden. (Ibid. May 28, 
1648.) 

a Wordsworth's Ecd, Btog. ri. 127, 128, 134. 

^ The distinction of stalls was now abolished {Le Neve, iii. 359). 
An order remains for £2000 to be paid to His Majesty, in the name of 
the Dean and Chapter, as a humble testimony of their gratitude for 
restoring of the Church. (Chapter Book, Aug. 8, 1661.) 

4 It seems to have been thought necessary to procure a certificate to 
his loyalty from Cosin, Sanderson, and Earles. (State Papers, 1660.) 
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and the Lord of Lmcoln, were ont of Westminster/ 
He b^an again his buildings and his studies ; ' erected 
a new dining-room, and beautified the other rooms of 
his house ' ; rejoiced that ' his old bad eyes had seen the 
King's return ' ; was visited by the Bishops of the new 
generation as an oracle of ancient times ; and turned 
to a good omen the thunderstorm which broke over the 
Abbey as he and his friends were at supper after the 
Coronation, — 'The ordnance of Heaven is answering 
the ordnance of the Tower/ ^ On the night before his 
last sickness he dreamed that he saw ' his late Majesty ' 
Charles I., who said to him, * Peter, I will have you 
buried under your seat in church, for you are rarely 
seen but there or at your study/ This, with the shock 
Bnried July ^^ ^^^ accidental bumiug of his surplice, pre- 
xo, 1662. pared him for his end ; and he died on Ascen- 
sion Day, 1662, and was buried under his Subdean's seat, 
according to his dream and his desire.^ His monument 
is not fax off, in the North Aisle, with an epitaph by 
Dean Earles. 

In the North Transept, where now stands the monu- 
ment of the Three Captains, a Font was then ' newly 
set up ' ; and two young men ' were baptized publicly 
by the Dean. One of Uiem, Paul Thomdyke, was the 
son of the emigrant to New England, and had been 
probably baptized at Boston. The repetition of the 
ceremony was no doubt caused by his uncle, Herbert 
Thomdyke the Prebendary. The other, Duell Pead, was 
perhaps an instance of those whose baptism had been 

^ Evelyn heard him preach at the Abbey on Feb. 29, 1661, on friend- 
ship and charity. ' He waa qoite dark.' {Memoirs, Feb. 29, 1661.) 

2 Bernard's Heylin, pp. 200, 248, 249, 280, 292. 

s Fanl Thomdyke, aged about 20; Daell Pead, aged 16, April 18, 
1663. (Register.) 
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delayed in the troubled time of the Commonwealth — 
one of many instances which are said to have caused 
the addition to the Prayer Book, in 1662, of a form for 
the ' Baptism of Persons of Biper Years/ 

Through the eyes of Pepys we see the gradual 
transition : — 

Jvly ly 1660. — In the affcenoon to the Abbey, Pepys's 
where a good sermon by a stranger — but no Com- »™»^^ 
mon Player yet 

Jvly 15. — In the afternoon to Henry YII.'s Chapel, wheie 
I heard a service and a sermon. 

Sept. 23. — To the Abbey, where I expected to hear Mr. 
Baxter or Mr. Bowe preach their farewell sermon, and in Mr. 
Symons's pew. I heard Mr. Rowe.^ Before sermon I laughed 
at the reader, who in his prayer desires of God that be would 
imprint His word on the thumbs of our right hands, and on 
the right great toes of our right feet. In the midst of the 
sermon some plaster fell £rom the top of the Abbey, that 
made me and all the zest in our pew afraid, and I wished 
myself out 

Oct. 2. — To the Abbey, to see them at Vespers. There 
I found but a thin congregation. 

Oct. 4. — To Westminster Abbey, where we saw Dr. 
Frewen translated to the Archbishopric of York. There I 
saw the Bishops of Winchester [Duppa], Bangor [Eoberts], 
Rochester [Warner], Bath and Wells [Pierce], and Salisbury 

^ John Bowe, the successor of William Strong (see p. 146), as 
the pastor of the Independent congregation in the Abbey. He had 
preached on the Thanksgiving for the victory oyer the Spanish fleet, 
October 8, 1656, on Job xzxvi. 24, 25, and on BradshaVs faneral, 
November 2, 1659 (see vol. ii. p. 50). He was of a tall dignified deport- 
ment, and a good Greek scholar. When young he kept a diary in 
that language, and was much devoted to Plato. He had for his assist- 
ant in the Abbey Seth Ward. A saying of his on the Schoolmen is 
worth preserving, ' They had great heads, but little hearts.' ( Christian 
Witness, 1868, p. 316.) 
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[Henchman], all in their hahits, in Henry YII.'s ChapeL 
But, Lord! at their going oat, how people did look again 
at them, as strange creatures, and few with any kind of love 
and respect ! 

Oct, 7. — After dinner to the Abbey, where I heard them 
read the Church Service, but very ridiculously. A poor cold 
sermon of Dr. Lamb, one of the Prebendaries, came after- 
wards, and so all ended. 

Oct. 28. — To Westminster Abbey, where with much diffi- 
culty going round by the Cloisters, I got in ; this day being 
a great day, for the consecrating of five bishops, which was 
done after sermon ; but I could not get into Henry VIL's 
ChapeL 

Nov. 4. — In the morning to our own church, where Dr. 
Milk did begin to nibble at the Common Prayer. . . . After 
dinner ... to the Abbey, where the first time that ever I 
heard the organs in a cathedraL My wife seemed very pretty 
to-day, it being the first time I had given her leave to wear 
a black patch.^ 

By the autumn of the next year the restored Church 
in the Abbey was established on a surer basis, and is 
described by a graver witness. ' On October 10, 1661,' 
says Evelyn — 

In the aftemoone preach'd at the Abbey Dr. Basire, that 
greate travailler, or rather French Apostle who had been plant- 
ing the Church of England in divers parts of the Levant and 
Asia. He shewed that the Church of England was for purity 
of doctrine, substance, decency, and beauty, the most perfect 
under Heaven ; that England was the very land of Goshen. 

The Episcopal ceremonies, to which Pepys referred, 
showed how closely the ecclesiastical feeling of the fies- 
toration attached itself to the Abbey. The ' confirma- 

1 Pepys'B Diary, i. 110-150. 
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tion' of the elections was probably transferred hither 
from its usual place in Bow Church for the sake 

1660, Oct 9. 

of more solemnity. The consecration which he 
describes was the first of a long series, in order to fill 
up the havoc of the Civil Wars. First came the five 
Bishops, whom Pepys vainly tried to see ; ^ Sheldon, the 
Latitudinarian of Falkland's days, the High 
Churchman of the Bestoration ; Sanderson, the 
learned casuist ; Morley, Henchman, and Griffith, — for 
the Sees of London, Lincoln, Worcester, Salisbury, and 
St. Asaph's. Then a month later came seven 

* Dec. 8. 

more : Lucy, Lloyd, Gauden, author of the * Icon 
Basilike'; Sterne; Cosin, the chief Bitualist of his 
day ; Walton, of the Polyglott ; and Lacey ; for the Sees 
of St. David's, Llandaflf, Exeter, Carlisle, Durham, Ches- 
ter, and Peterborough. Then again, in the next month. 
Ironside, Nicolson, the moderate Reynolds, and i^Qo-ei. 
Monk, the brother of the General, were conse- ^^ ^ 
crated to the Sees of Bristol, Norwich, Gloucester, and 
Hereford.^ The year closed with the ill-omened conse- 
cration of the four new Scottish Bishops: 
Fairfoul of Glasgow, Hamilton of Galloway, 
the apostolical Leighton of Dunblane, the worldly and 
unfortunate Sharpe of St. Andrews. * Once a day,' he 
had said in describing his preliminary stay in London, 
' I go to the Abbey.* ^ 

^ Two consecrations had occurred in Henry Vn.'8 Chapel in the 
stormy years of Williams's period -- of Prideanx to Worcester, Dec. 
19, 1641 ; of Browning to Exeter, May 15, 1642. Beveridge, in the 
Debates of the Commission of 1689 (p. 102), said that, 'in the case of 
the Scotch Bishops, King James L . . . was present at the consecra- 
tion in Westminster Abbey* This is a mistake. They were consecrated 
in London House. Bat it shows the sentiment of Beyeridge's own 
time with regard to the Abhey. 

2 Dr. AUestree preached. (Evelyn, ii. 160.) 

s Barton's Hist, of Scotland, vii. 409. 
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These crowded consecrations were afterwards suc- 
ceeded bj isolated instances do¥m to the b^inning of 
the next century. Earles, on November 30, 1662, to 
the See of Worcester; Barrow,^ July 5, 1663, to Sodor 
and Man; Eainbow, July 10, 1664, to Carlisle; Carle- 
ton, February 11, 1672, to Bristol. The first of these 
names leads us back to the Deanery. John Earles, au- 
John BwiM, thorof the ' Microcosm/ had attended the Boyal 
died*? ' Family in their exile, and returned with them.^ 
bSSd'to"' 'He was the man of all the cleigy for whom 
cS^ the King had the greatest esteem, and in whom 
^*^^' he could never hear or see any one thing amiss.* • 
He held the Deanery only two years, before his promo- 
tion to the Sees of Worcester and Salisbury.* His dear 
friend Evelyn was present at his consecration : — 

Invited by the Deano of Westminster to bis consecration 
dinner and ceremony, on his being made Bishop of Worcester. 
Dr. Bolton preach'd in the Abbey Church ; then followed the 
consecration by the Bishops of London, Chichester, Winchester, 
Salisbury, &c. After this was one of the most plentiful and 
magnificent dinners that in my life I ever saw ; it cost near 
£600 as I was informed. Here were the Judges, Nobility, 
clergy, and gentlemen innumerable, this Bishop being uni- 
versally beloved for his sweete and gentle disposition. He 
was author of those Chaiacters which go under the name of 
Blount. He translated his late Ma*^'* Icon into lAtine, was 
Clerk of his Closet, Chaplaine, Deane of Westm^ and yet 
a most humble, meeke, but cheerfdl man, an excellent scholar, 

^ His more famoiu nephew and namesake preached the sermon. 

* Clarendon's Life, i. 57, 58; PepjB, i. 96. 

s Bornet's Own Time, i. 225; Walton's Lives, i. 415. 

* He died, to the <no great sorrow of those who reckoned his death 
was just for labouring against the Fire Mile Act' (Calamj'a Baxter, 
I 174.) 
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and rare preacher. I had the honour to be loved by him. 
He married me at Paris, during his Migestiee and the Churches 
exile. When I tooke leave of him he brought me to the 
Cloisters in his episcopal habit. 

Dolben followed ; himself a Westminster student of 
Christ Church, and famous in the Civil Wars for his 
valour at Marston Moor and at York, and for johnDoiben, 
his keeping up the service of the Church of BUh^'of 
England, with Fell and AUestree at Oxford. iS?""*"' 
He was the first Dean who, by a combination ^rr^**^ 
which continued through nine successive in- ^;Miat 
cumbencies, united the See of Eochester with ^"^ ^"^ 
the Deanery, and gave to that poor and neighbouring 
bishopric at once an income and a town residence. 
He held it till his translation to York, where he died 
and was buried. His daughter Catherine lies in St. 
Benedict's Chapel. ' He was an extraordinary lovely 
person, though grown too fat ; of an open countenance, 
a lively piercing eye, and a majestic presence. Not 
any of the Bishops' Bench, I may say not all of them, 
had that interest and authority in the House of Lords 
which he had.' During the twenty years of his office, 
' he was held in great esteem by the old inhabitants of 
Westminster/ and spoken of as ' a very good Dean.' ^ 

Both in his time, and in his predecessor's, much was 
spent by the Chapter on repairs of the church. Dolben 
persuaded them, on the day of his installation, to assign 
an equal portion of their dividends to this purpose.^ 

1 Widmoro, pp. 162, 164. 

> ' Went to see an organ with Dr. Gibbons, at the Dean of West- 
minster's lodgings at the Abbey, the Bishop of Rochester (Dolben), 
where he liyes like a great prelate, his lodgings being Teij good. I 
saw his lady, of whom the Terrm FiUu$ at Oxford was once so merry, 
and two children, whereof one a very pretty litUe boy, Uke him, so fat 
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'That Christ Church, Oxford, stands so high above 
ground, and that the Church of Westminster lies notjlat 
upon it,* says South, in dedicating his Sermon to him, 
' is your lordship's commendation/ ^ 

The Plague of 1665 drove the School to Chiswick,* 
where it long left its memorials in the names of the boys 
written on the walls of the old College House, including 
Dryden and Montague, whose monuments in the Abbey 
derive additional interest from their connection with the 
School. 

' Not to pass over that memorable event, the Fire of 
London, September 2 (says a Westminster scholar of 
that time), it happened between my election and admis- 
sion. On Sunday, between one and eleven forenoon, as 
I was standing upon the steps which lead up to the 
pulpit in Westminster Abbey, I perceived some people 
below me running to and fro in a seeming disquietude 
and consternation.' 'Without any ceremony, I took 
my leave of the preacher, and ascended Parliament 
Steps near the Thames. The wind blowing strong east- 
ward, the flakes at last reached Westminster.'' The 
next day, ' the Dean, who in the Civil Wars had fre- 
quently stood sentinel, collected his scholars together, 
marching with them on foot to put a stop, if possible, 
to the conflagration. I was a kind of page to him, not 
being of the number of the King's scholars. We were 
employed many hours fetching water from the back- 

and black.' (Pepys, it. 51. — Febmaiy 24, 1667.) 'A corpulent man 
— my special loving friend and excellent neighbour' [at Bromlej]. 
(£yelyn, Memoir$, iii. 206.) ' Dined at the Bishop of Rochester's at the 
Abbey, it being his marriage day, after twenty-four yean.' (iii. 5S, 
January 14, 1681-82.) 

^ South's Sermon on Dolben's consecration to Rochester. 

^ TasweU, 9. See Life of Miss Berry, i. 6. 

s Taswell, 10, 12. See Chapter IV. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



UNDER CHARLES II. 171 

8ide of St Dunstan's in the East The next daj, just 
after sunset at night, I went to the King^s Bridge.^ As 
I stood with many others, I watched the gradual ap- 
proaches of the fire towards St Paul's. About eight 
o'clock the fire broke out on the top of the church . . . 
and before nine blazed so conspicuous as to enable 
me to read very clearly a 16mo edition of Terrence 
which I carried in my pocket'^ 

Sprat was the most literary Dean since the time of 
Andrewes. His eagerness against the memory of Milton 
in the Abbey, and his liberality towards Dry- ThomM 
den, have been already mentioned.' The shifty B&?opof 
character which he bore in politics is illus- lasi-uis.' 
trated by his conduct in the Precincts on the accession 
of James II. The Prebendaries were summoned by 
him to the Deanery in the middle of the night to be 
reassured by his account of the new King's speech at 
the first Council. They were alarmed, however, at his 
coronation to observe that whilst the Queen expressed 
much devotion, the King showed little or none, and 
that at the responses he never moved his lips.^ The 
Abbey was almost the only^ Church in London where 
James II.'s Declaration of Indulgence was read. 'I 
was at Westminster School' (says Lord Dartmouth) 
'at the time, and heard it read in the Abbey. As 
soon as Bishop Sprat (who was Dean) gave orders for 
reading it, there was so great a murmur and Reading tiM 
noise in the Church, that nobody could hear ©rindui-"' 
him; but before he had finished, there was STion. ^ 

1 The pier by New Palace Yard. 

' Charles II. feared for the Abbey eren more than for his own 
Palace of Whitehall. (Clarendon's Id/e, iii. 91.) 
* See Chapter IV. 
« Patrick's Works, ix. 488, 490. • Erelyn, iii. 243. 
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none left but a few Prebends in their stalls, the choris- 
ters, and the Westminster scholars. The Bishop could 
hardly hold the proclamatiou in his hands for trem- 
bling, and everybody looked under a strange consterna- 
tion/ ^ * He was surprised on the day when the seven 
Bishops were dismissed from the King's Bench to hear 
the bells of his own Abbey joining in the many peals 
of the other London Churches, and promptly silenced 
them, not without angry murmurs/ * He died in his 
palace at Bromley — where was laid the Flowerpot 
giriedMay Conspiracy agaiust him — but was buried in 
■«id T?/ the Abbey in the Chapel of St Nicholas.* 
* The monument was afterwards moved, for the sake of 
greater publicity, to its present position in the Nava' * 
In his time began the expensive repairs * which were 
carried on for many years under Sir Christopher Wren, 
with the help of a Parliamentary grant from the duty 
on coal, on the motion of Montague, Earl of Halifax, 
once a scholar at Westminster — 'a kind and generous 
thing in that noble person thus to remember the place 
of his education/ ^ 

It was through Sprat that Barrow preached ^ twice 
in the Abbey. The Dean ' desired him not to be long, 
for that auditory loved short sermons, and were used to 

1 Note in Burnet's Oum Time, i. 218. According to Patrick (iz. 412) 
he sent it ' to one of the Petty Canons to read.' 

* Macaolay, ii. 368. 

* His son Thomas, Archdeacon of Rochester (1720), and his infant 
son George, were buried (1683) in the same yanlt. The latter has a 
monument in the Chapel of St. Benedict. 

* Widmore, p. 160. 

* Neale, i. 179. In 1694 a fire in the CloistexB hnmt the MSS. in 
WiUiams's Library. (Widmore, p. 164.) 

* Widmore, p. 165. 

"f He also preached, at the consecration of his uncle to the See of 
Man in 1663 (see p. 158), a fine sermon on the adyantagea of an 
established religion. 
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them. He replied, ** My lord, I will show you the ser- 
mon," and pulling it out of his pocket, put it into the 
Bishop's hands. The text was, Ptoverbs x. 18, ^^^^^^ 
He that uttereth slander is a liar. The sermon ^* ^^J* 
was accordingly divided into two parts : one treated 
of slander, the other of lies. The Dean desired him 
to content himself with preaching only the first part ; 
to which he consented not without some reluctancy ; 
and in speaking that only it took an hour and a half. 
Another time, upon the same person's invitation, he 
preached at the Abbey on a holiday. It was a custom 
for the servants of the Church on all holidays, Sundays 
excepted, betwixt the sermon and evening prayers, to 
show the tombs and effigies of the Kings and Queens in 
wax to the meaner sort of people who then flock from all 
the comers of the town to pay the twopence to see tJte 
play of the dead folks} as, I have heard, a Devonshire 
clown not improperly called it. These persons seeing 
Dr. Barrow in the pulpit after the hour was past, and 
fearing to lose that time in hearing which they thought 
they could more profitably employ in viewing, these, 
I say, became impatient, and caused the organ to be 
struck up against him, and would not give over playing 
till they had blowed him down.'^ The example of 
Barrow shows that the preaching in the Abbey was 
not then confined to the Chapter. Another instance 
is recorded by Evelyn : — 

In the aftemoone that famous proselyte, Mons^' Brevall 
preached at the Abbey, in English, extremely well and with 
much eloquence. He had ben a Capuchine, but much better 
learned than most of that order.' 

1 See the note at the end of Chapter IV. 
« Pope's Life of Seth Ward, pp. 147, 148. 
> Afemoirs, Fehmaiy 11, 1671-72. To these may be added the 
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But the Precmcts themselyes were well occupied. 
We catch a glimpse of them through John Iforth, 
John North, aftcrwards Master of Trinity, who, as Clerk 

1878-88, 

Prebendary, of the Closct, had a Stall at Westminster, 

which also suited him well because there was a houses and 
accommodations for Hving in town, and the content and joy 
he conceived in being a member of so considerable a body 
of learned men, and dignified in the Church, as the body of 
Prebends were — absolutely unlike an inferior college in the 
university. Here was no faction, division, or uneasiness, 
but^ as becoming persons learned and wise, they Hved truly 
as brethren, quarrelling being never found but among fools 
or knaves. He used to deplore the bad condition of that 
collegiate church, which to support was as much as they weie 
able to do. It was an extensive and industrious manageiy to 
carry on the repairs. And of later time so much hath been 
laid out that way as would have rebuilt some part of it 
This residence was one of his retreats, where he found some 
I and comfort in his deplorable weakness.^ 



Another Prebendary of this time, for sixteen years 
(1672-1689), was Symon Patrick, at that time Sector 
of St. Paul's, Covent Garden, afterwards Dean of Peter- 
symon borough, and Bishop of Chichester and of Ely. 
piiblmdary, A touching interest is added to the Precincts 
wa^. Y)j the record of his joys and sorrows. He 
first resided there shortly after his singular marriage in 
1676, 'in a house new built in the Little Cloisters, that 
he might attend to the office of Treasurer.' ' Here,' he 
says, 'we enjoyed many happy days, and my wife 

femooB sermons of FoDer, on March 27, 1643; Nathaniel Hardy, on 
Feb. 24, 1646; Bishop Lloyd, Nov. 5. 1680; Bishop Hoagh, Nov. 5. 
1701 ; Bishop Beveridge, Nov. 5, 1704. These three last, no doabt, 
were appointed by the House of Lords. 
1 Lives o/the North$, ill. 325. 
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thought it the sweetest part of our lives which we spent 
here.' Here he finished his commentary on the Psalms, 
'concluding with the last words "Allelujahl Alle- 
lujah!"' 'He had the greater reason to be thankful, 
because God had lately taken away an excellent neigh- 
bour, Dr. Outram,^ a far stronger man he thought than 
himself.' ' From not preaching in the afternoon he had 
the more leisure for his composures.' In these cloisters 
he lost one son, and had another bom. ' On that day the 
hymn at evening prayer in the quire of Westminster 
was the thirty-third Psalm, "Rejoice in the Lord, ye 
righteous ; for it becometh well the just to be thank- 
ful" ' On November 10, 1680, he preached ' a sermon 
to Convocation in Henry VIL's Chapel, of which the 
Archbishop (Bancroft) desired to have a copy, he being so 
deafish that he could not hear it On March 24th he 
had the most pleasant day that he had of a long time 
enjoyed.' He had fasted that day (it was the vigil of 
the Annunciation), and found his 'spirit so free, so 
clear, so pleased, that to be always in that blessed tem- 
per he thought he could be content to be poor, ready to 
lie under any misery . . . and could have been con- 
tented to eat and drink no more, if he could have con- 
tinued in that sweet disposition, which he wished his 
little one might inherit more than all the riches in this 
world.' The anthem at the evening prayer was the 
third Psalm, which he heard with great joy, as applica- 
ble to the Popish Plot. He concluded his meditations 
with these words, '0 Lord, if it please Thee, give me 
many more such happy days, and make me very thankful, 
if I have them but seldom.' These ' gracious tempers ' 
returned to him on the 31st at evening prayer, particu- 
larly he felt ' what it is to have a soul lifted up to God 
1 See Chapter IV. 
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(as the words of the anthem were, Psalm Ixxzvi) 
above the body, above all things seen in this world.' ^ 

Amidst the troubles of 1687 he lost a little girl, 
Penelope, * of very great beauty — very lovely,' he adds, 
' in our eyes, and grew every day more delightful' On 
the 20th of September at 3 ajl she died, and was buried 
the same day by the monument of Dean Goodman. 
' It was no small difSculty to keep my wife from being 
overcome with grief. But I upheld and comforted her, 
as she did me, as well as we were able. And the 
Psalms for the day suited us admirably, the first being 
very mournful, and the next exceeding joyful, teaching 
us to say, " Bless the Lord, my soul," and " Forget 
not all his benefits." ' 

In the troubled days of 1688 the Little Cloisters 
witnessed more than one interesting interview. On 
the 7th of August, Dr. Tenison (writes Patrick) ' came 
to my house at Westminster, where he communicated 
an important secret to me, that the Prince of Orange 
intended to come over with an army, and therefore 
desired me to carry all my money and what I had val- 
uable out of London.'^ On the close of the day (Decem- 
ber 17) on which the Prince of Orange arrived at St 
James's, ' it was a very rainy night, when, Dr. Tenison 
and I being together, and discoursing in my parlour in 
the Little Cloisters^ one knocked hard at the door. It 
being opened, in came the Bishop of St Asaph, to 
whom I said, " What makes your lordship come abroad 



1 In this time, when, at the instance of Archbishop Sancroft, the 
Commanion was celebrated in the Abbey every Sondaj, Patrick 
preached, persuading to frequent Commonion. (Patrick's Works, 
ix. 508.) The qniremen and servants of the Church were required 
to attend at the three festivals. (Chapter Book, 1686.) 

> Patrick's Works, ix. 613. 
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in such weather, when the rain^ pours down as if 
heaven and earth would come together ? " To which he 
answered, " He had been at Lambeth, and was sent by 
the Bishops to wait upon the Prince and know when 
they might all come and pay their duty to him," ' Well 
may that stormy night have dwelt in Patrick's memory. 
Immediately afterwards followed his preparation of the 
Ck)mprehension Bill, his introduction to the Prince, and 
his elevation to the see of Chichester.^ 

Amongst the Prebendaries of this period we have al- 
ready noticed Homeck, Thomdyke, Triplett, Tbomdyke, 
and Outram. Another is Bichard Lucas, who Honeok, 

1698-08. 

felt in his blindness that he was not truly re- ^^^^ 
leased from his duty to that body of which he ggjjf* 
was still a member, but, as ' it were " fighting on ^«®»' i'^*- 
his stumps," continued to study and to write.' But the 
most conspicuous is Bobert South. We last saw him 
as a sturdy Boyalist boy in the School In 1663, by 
the influence of Lord Clarendon, he received Robert 

SOQtil, 

a stall at Westminster, and in 1670 another leos-irie. 
at Christ Church. He was presented in 1677 with the 
living of Islip, the Confessor^s birthplace, one of the 
choicest pieces of Westminster preferment, where, in 
honour of the Founder, he rebuilt both chancel and 
rectory. But we here are concerned with him south'* 
only m connection with Westminster. Of his «>e Abbey, 
famous sermons, some of the most remarkable were 
heard in the Abbey, and of these two or three have a 
special local interest^ One was that discourse, marvel- 

^ The Aichbinhop, who had consented to go, pat his refosal on the 
weather. ' Would haye me kill myself — Do yon not see what a cold 
I hare ? (and indeed he had a sore one)/ Patrick, ix. 615. 

> Patrick, ix. .'^14-51 8. 

' All C<miittgenciB8 under Divine Providence^ Feb. 22, 1684-85; 
Wisdom ofthie World, April 30, 1676; Sacramental Preparation, April 
VOL. III. — 12 
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lous for its pugnacious personalities, on 'All Contin- 
gencies under Divine Providence/ which contained the 
allusions to the sudden rise of Agathocles 'handling 
the clay and making pots under his father ; * ' Masani- 
ello, a poor fisherman, with his red cap and angle;' 
and 'such a bankrupt, beggarly fellow as Cromwell, 
entering the Parliament House with a threadbare torn 
cloak and a greasy hat, and perhaps neither of them 
paid for.' ^ At hearing which the King fell into a vio- 
lent fit of laughter, and turning to the Lord Bochester, 
said, ' Ods fish. Lory, your chaplain must be a bishop, 
therefore put me in mind of him at the next death.' 
But the King himself died first, and his death prevented 
the delivery of the only one of South's sermons which 
had express reference to the institution with which he 
was so closely connected. ' It was planned and proposed 
to have been preached at Westminster Abbey at a sol- 
emn meeting of such as had been bred at Westminster 
School. But the death of Eling Charles IL happening 
in the meantime, the design of this solemnity fell to 
the ground with him,'^ It was, however, published at 
the command of * a very great person (Lord Jefifries) 
whose word then was law as well as his profession,' in 
the hope that hereafter ' possibly some other may conde- 

18, 1688; Doctrine of Merit, Dec 5, 1697: The Restoration, Maj 29, 
1670; Chriglian MysterieB, April 29, 1674; Christian Pentecost, 1692; 
Gvnpowder Plot, Not. 5, 1663 (at this Evelyn was present — Memoirs, 
ii. 213), 1675, 1688; Virtuous Education of Youth, 1685, all pieached 
'at Westminster Abbey.' 

^ This sermon is in its title denoted as preached at ' Westminster 
Abbey, on Feb. 22, 1684-85.' This date is three weeks after Charles's 
death, and the story, as above given, is told by CnrU {Life of South, 
p. Ixxiii.) as having taken place apparently in the Chapel Royal in 
1681 Either this is a mistake, or the sermon was preached twice. 

^ With the nsnal deference to royal etiquette which has always 
marked the solemuitiet) of the Boyal School 
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scend to preach it/ It is this discourse which abounds 
in those striking reminiscences of his early school 
days already quoted. Had he preached it» he would 
have had ample revenge on his severe old preceptor 
Busby, who would doubtless have been sitting under 
him, when he launched out against ' those pedagogical 
Jehus, those furious school-drivers, those plagosi Orbilii, 
those executioners rather than instructors or masters, 
persons iStter to lay about them in a coach or cart, or 
to discipline boys before a Spartan altar, or rather upon 
it, than to have anything to do in a school.' The ser- 
mon would have impressed his hearers with the seem- 
ing unconsciousness of coming events with which, on 
the very eve of James II. 's accession, he ridiculed the 
' old stale movements of Popery's being any day ready, 
to return and break in upon us.' And, in fact, on the 
very next occasion on which he is recorded to have 
preached in the Abbey, on November 5, 1688, 
we are startled as we look at the date, and 
think of the feelings which must have been agitating 
the whole congregation, to find not the faintest allusion 
to the Revolution which that very day was accomplish- 
ing itself in William's landing at Torbay. He had not, 
however, been insensible to the changes meditated by 
James ; and one story connected with his stall at West- 
minster exhibits his impatience of the King's favour 
to Dissenters. ' Mr. Lob, a Dissenting preacher, being 
much at favour at Court, and being to preach one day, 
while the Doctor was obliged to be resident at West- 
minster, ... he disguised himself and took a seat in 
Mr. Lob's conventicle, when the preacher being mounted 
up in the pulpit, and naming his text, made nothing of 
splitting it up into twenty-six divisions, upon which, 
separately, he very gravely undertook to expatiate in 
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their order ; thereupon the Doctor rose up, and jogging 
a friend who bore him company, said, "Let ns go 
home and fetch our gowns and slippers, for I find this 
man will make nightwork of it" ' 

He was offered the Deanery of Westminster on the 
death of Sprat, but replied, ' that such a chair would 
be too uneasy for an old infirm man to sit in, and he 
Bflfkuaiof held himself much better satisfied with living 

the Deanery, 

1718. upon the eavesdropping of the Church than 

to &re sumptuously by being placed at the pinnacle of 
it' (alluding to the situation of his house imder the 
Abbey). He was now, as he expressed it, ' within an 
inch of the grave, since he had lived to see a gentle- 
man who was bom in the very year in which he was 
made one of the Prebendaries of this Church appointed 
to be the Dean of it' This feeling was increased on 
the death of Queen Anne, ' since all that was good and 
gracious, and the very breath of his nostrils, had made 
its departure to the r^ons of bliss and immor- 
tality.' In 1715 he dedicated his sixth volume 
of Sermons to Bromley, Secretary of State, as ' the last 
and best testimony he can render ... to that excellent 
person.' One of his last public appearances was at the 
election in the Chapter to the ofGice of High Steward, 
Feb S2, ^^^ ccmdidates being the Duke of Newcastle 
1716-ifl.' and the Earl of Arran, the Duke of Ormond's 
brother, * who had lost his election had not Dr. South, 
who was in a manner bedridden, made the voices of 
the Prebendaries equal, when he was asked who he 
would vote for. Heart and soul for my Lord of Arran.' ^ 

I Chapter Book, Feb. 22, 1715. < Ordered that a Patent of the High 
Stewardship of Westminster and St. Martin le Grand be now handed 
to the Earl of Arran.' Amongst the other names, in a very decrepit 
hand, is Robert South, Senr, Prceb, and Archdeacon, He was present at 
one more Chapter, but this is his last signature. 
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He still, as ' for fifty years/ was ' marked for his at- 
tention to the service in the Abbey ; ' but was at last 
'by old age reduced to the infirmity of sleeping at it/ 
It was in this state that he roused himself to fire 
off a piece of his ancient wit against a stentorian 
preacher at St Paul's : ' the innocence of his life giv- 
ing him a cheerfulness of spirit to rally his own weak- 
ness. Brother Stentor, said he, for the repose of the 
Church hearken to Bickerstaff' [the Tatler], 'and con- 
sider that while you are so devout at St Paul's, we 
cannot sleep for you at St. Peter's.'* 

He died on July 8, 1716. Four days after his de- 
cease the corpse was laid in the Jerusalem Chamber, 
and thence brought into the College Hall, Diedjuiys, 

. *=* , . , buried July 

where a Latm oration was made over it by w. nie. 
John Barber, Captain of the School. Thence it was 
conveyed into the Abbey, attended by the whole Col- 
legiate body, with many of his friends from Oxford; 
and the first part of the service immediately preceded, 
the second succeeded, the evening prayers, with the 
same anthem of Croft that had been sung at the funeral 
of Queen Anne.^ He was then laid at the side of 
Busby, by the Dean, at his special request, 'reading the 
burial office with such affection and devotion as showed 
his concern ' for the departed.* 

The Dean who thus committed South to Ids grave 
was Atterbury, the name which in that office, pnmois 
next after Williams, occupies the largest space Bishop^' 
in connection with the Abbey. We have i7i8-2a 

1 TaOer, No. 61. 

' A ladicrons incident connects this grave ceremony with the lighter 
traditions of the SchooL Barber's oration was pirated and published 
by Carll, who in revenge vras entrapped by the boys into Dean's Yard, 
whipped, tossed in a bhinket, and forced on his knees to apologise. 
{Alumni West. 268.) > Life, p. 6. 
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already, in the account of the Monuments of this pe- 
riod, observed the constant intervention of Atterbury's 
influence.^ We must here touch on his closer associa- 
tions with the Abbey through the Deanery. He was 
a Westminster scholar, and Westminster student at 
Christ Church, so that he was no stranger to the place 
to which, in later life, he was so deeply attached. 

There was something august and awful in the Westmin- 
ster elections, to see three such great men presiding — Bishop 
Atterbury as Dean of Westminster, Bishop Smalridge as 
Dean of Christ Church, and Dr. Bentley as Master of Trinity ; 
and ' as iron sharpeneth iron,' so these three, by their wit, 
learning, and liberal conversation, whetted and sharpened 
one another.' 

He plunged, with all his ardour, into the antiquarian 
questions which his office required. ' Notwithstanding 
Hifl n- that when he first was obliged to search into 
"'^"' the Westminster Archives, such employment 
was very dry and irksome to him, he at last took an in- 
ordinate pleasure in it, and preferred it even to Virgil 
and Cicero.'* 

He superintended with eagerness the improvements 
of the Abbey, as they were then thought, which were 
Hi, repaiw ^ progress. The great North Porch received 
oftheAbbey. j^jg peculiar care. The great rose window in 
it, curiously combining faint imitations of mediaeval 
figures with the Protestant Bible in the centre, was his 
latest interest There is a charming tradition that he 
stood by, complacently watching the workmen as they 
hewed smooth the fine old sculptures over Solomon's 

^ Chapter IV. pp. 73, 80, 121, 122, 18S. 

* Life of Bishop Newton. 

» Spedatoi', No. 447 ; Letters, ii. 157. 
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Porch, which the nineteenth centoiy vainly seeks to 
recall to their vacant places. 

His sermons in Westminster were long re- his pmch- 
membered : — ^ 

The Dean we heard the other day together is an orator. 
He has so much regard to his congregation, that he commits 
to his memory what he is to say to them ; and has so soft 
and graceful a behaviour, that it must attract your attention. 
His person, it is to be confessed, is no small recommendation ; 
but he is to be highly commended for not losing that advan- 
tage, and adding to the propriety of speech (which might 
pass the criticism of Longiiius) an action which would have 
been approved by Demosthenes. He has a peculiar force 
in his way, and has many of his audience who could not 
be intelligent hearers of his discourse, were theie not ex- 
planation as well as grace in his action. This art of his is 
used with the most exact and honest skill; he never attempts 
your passions, until be has convinced your reason. All the 
objections which he can form are laid open and dispersed, 
before he uses the least vehemence in. his sermon ; but when 
he thinks he has your head, he very soon wins your heart ; 
and never pretends to show the beauty of holiness, until he 
hath convinced you of the truth of it.^ 

In the School he at once became interested through 
his connection with the Headmaster. 'I envy Dr. 
Freind,' writes Dean Swift to his brother Dean, ' that 
he has you for his inspector, and I envy you for having 
such a person in your district and whom you love so 
welL Shall not I have the liberty to be sometimes a 
third among you, though I am but an Irish Dean? ' ^ 

1 Toiler, vol. ii. (No. 66), p. 116. The sermoiiB on Matt. ti. 34, 
Acts xxtI. 26, 1 Pet. ii. 21, Acts i. 3, Mark xTi. 20, were preached 'at 
Westminster Abbey.* {Sernunu, ii. 265 ; iii. 3-221.) 

2 Swift's Works, xvi. 55. 
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This conoem in the School has been commemorated 
in a memorial familiar to every Westminster scholar. 
His intenii Down to his time the Dormitory of the School 

in the 

School had been, as we have seen, in the old Granary 
of the Convent, on the west side of Dean's Yard. The 
hm New wear-and-tear of four centuries, which included 
Dormitofy. ^^ rough ussgc of many generations of school- 
boys, had rendered this venerable building quite unfit 
for its purposes. The gaping roof and broken windows, 
which freely admitted rain and snow, wind and sun ; the 
beams, cracked and hung with cobwebs ; the cavernous 
walls, with many a gash inflicted by youthful Dukes 
and Earls in their boyish days ; the chairs, scorched by 
many a fire, and engraven deep with many a famous 
name^ — provoked alternately the affection and the 
1713. derision of Westminster students. At last 

^''^ the day of its doom arrived. Again and again 

the vigorous Dean raised the question of its rebuilding 
in the College Garden. He and his friends in the 
Chapter urged its ' ruinous condition,' its * liability to 
mob ; ' the temptations to which, from its situation, the 
scholars were every day exposed ; the ' great noise and 
hurry,' and the * access of disorderly and tumultuous 
persons.' * The plan was constantly frustrated by the 
natural reluctance of those Prebendaries whose houses 
abutted on the garden, and who feared that their pri- 
vacy would be invaded. The question was tried in Chan- 
cery, and carried on appeal to the House of Lords. There, 
partly no doubt by Atterbury's influence, an order was 
procured that * every member of the Chapter, absent or 
present, should give their opinion, either vivd voce or in 

1 Liuus Alteri West. i. pp. 45, 280, 281, 282. 
> Chapter Book, Jan. 3, 1713; I>ec. 18 and Dec. 29, 1718; April 4, 
1721 ; and March 2, 1718 (19). 
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writing, which place they think the most proper to build 
a new Dormitory in, either the common gar- 
den, or where the old Dormitory stands.'^ 
After a debate, which has left the traces of its fierce- 
ness in the strongly-expressed opinions of both parties, 
each doubtless coloured by the local feelings of the com- 
batants, it was carried, by the vote of the Dean, in 
favour of rebuilding it in the garden. The original 
plan had been to erect it on the eastern side;' but it 
was ultimately placed where it now stands, on the west 
Wren designed a plan for it,* which was in ^a. 
great part borrowed by Lord Burlington, who, i^w>. 
as architect, laid the first stone in the very next year ; 
and it proceeded slowly, till in 1730 it was for the first 
time occupied. The generation of boys to which Wel- 
bore Ellis, Lord Mendip, belonged, slept in both Dor- 
mitories.^ The old building remained till 1758.^ The 
new one became the scene of all the curious customs 
and legends of the College from that day to this, and, 
in each successive winter, of the 'Westminster Play 
of Terence or Plautus.* 

But, long before the completion of the work Atterbury 

had been separated from his beloved haunts. 

msfku. 
In that separation Westminster bore a large 

part A remarkable prelude to it has been well de- 



1 Chapter Book, April 4, 1731. 

* Ibid. Marcli 8, 1718 (19). The nndermaster's house was to have 
been at the south end. When this plan was changed, the space was 
left waste till occapied by the present sanatoriom. 

' This remains in AU Souls' Libraiy. 

« ^tinmi West. pp. 277, 300; Luaus West. i. p. 57. 

* See a pictore of it of that date, prefixed to Alumni Westmonas- 
ierienses; also in Gent. Mag. [Sept. 1815], p. 201. 

* See the description of the Theatre of earlier days in Lmus West. 
li. 29. 
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scribed by an eyewitness,^ a printer concerned in the 
issue of a book by a clergyman reflecting on the charac- 
ter of some nobleman: — 

The same night, my master hiring a coach, we were driven 
to Westminster, where we entered into a large sort of monas- 
Scene in the ^^^ building. Soon were we ushered into a spacious 
college HaU. j^^jj^ where we sate near a large table, covered with 
an ancient carpet of curious work, and whereon was soon 
laid a bottle of wine for our entertainment. In a little time 
we were visited by a grave gentleman in a black lay habit, 
who entertained us with one pleasant discourse or other. He 
bid us be secret ; ' for,' said he, ' the imprisoned divine does 
not know who is his defender ; if he did, I know his temper ; 
in a sort of transport he would reveal it, and so I should be 
blamed for my good office ; and, whether his intention was 
designed to show his gratitude, yet^ if a man is hurt by a 
friend, the damage is the same as if done by an enemy; to 
prevent which is the reason I desire this concealment.' ' Tou 
need not fear me, sir,' said my master; 'and I, good sir, 
added I, ' you may be less afraid of ; for I protest I do not 
know where I am, much less your person ; nor heard where I 
should be driven, or if I shall not be drove to Jerusalem 
before I get home again; nay, I shall forget I ever did the 
job by to-morrow, and, consequently, shall never answer any 
questions about it, if demanded. Yet, sir, I shall secretly re- 
member your generosity, and drink to your health with this 
brimful glass.' Thereupon, this set them both a-laughing; 
and truly I was got merrily tipsy, so merry that I hardly 
knew how I was driven homewards For my part, I was 
ever inclined. to secresy and fidelity; and, therefore, I was 
nowise inquisitive concerning our hospitable entertainer; yet 
I thought the imprisoned clergyman was happy, though he 
knew it not, in having so illustrious a friend, who privately 

1 Life of Mr, Thomas Gent, p. SS. A slightly diiferent yeision is 
given in Daviee's l/emotr of the York Press, 149. 
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strove for his releasement. But^ happening afterwaids to be- 
hold a state-prisoner in a coach, guarded from Westminster 
to the Tower, God bless me, thought I, it was no less than the 
Bishop of Rochester, Dr. Atterbury, by whom my master and 
I had been treated ! Then came to my mind his every feat- 
ure, but then altered through indisposition, and grief for be- 
ing under royal displeasure. Though I never approved the 
least thing whereby a man might be attainted, yet I generally 
had compassion for the unfortunate. I was more confirmed 
it was he, because I heard some people say at that visit that 
we were got into Dean's Yard ; and, consequently, it was his 
house, though I then did not know it; but afterwards learned 
that the Bishop of Rochester was always Dean of Westmin- 
ster. I thanked Qod from my heart that we had done noth- 
ing of offence, at that time, on any political account — a 
thing that produces such direful consequences. 

It was from the Deanery that Atterbury prepared to 
go in lawnHsleeves, on Queen Anne's death, and proclaim 
James III. at Charing Cross.^ ' Never,' he exclaimed, 
' was a better cause lost for v^ant of spirit' On the 
staircase of the Deanery his son-in-law Morrice j^cowta 
met Walpole leaving the house.^ Atterbury ^^^^"^ 
received him with the tidings that the Minis- ^*^ ^'^^ 
ter had just made, and that he had just refused, the 
tempting offer of the particular object of his ambition,* 
the See of Winchester (with £5,000 a year till it be- 
came vacant), and the lucrative ofGice of a Tellersbip in 
the Exchequer for his son-in-law. Another visitor came 
with more success. The Westminster scholars, as they 

1 Coxe'B WalpoU, 1 167. 

3 Atterbmry Papers; Hi$ Afenunr, by the Rer. £. Morrice, pp. 11, 12. 

s It was snspected that he looked higher stilL ' He had a view of 
Lambeth from Westmimiter.' That was a great temptation ( Caiamy's 
Life, ii. 270). 
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played and walked in Dean's Yard, had watched the 
long and frequent calls of the Earl of Sunderland.^ In 
the Deanery, in spite of his protestations, we must be- 
lieve his conspiracy to have been carried on. 'Is it 
possible/ he asked, in his defence before the House of 
Lords, ' that when I was carrying on public buildings 
of various kinds at Westminster and Bromley, when I 
was consulting all the books of the church of Westmin- 
ster from the foundation . . . that I should at the 
very time be directing and carrying on a conspiracy ? 
Is it possible that I should hold meetings and consulta- 
tions to form and foment this conspiracy, and yet no- 
body liyicg knows when, where, and rmth whom they were 
held ? — that I, who always lived at home, and never 
(when in the Deanery) stirred out of one room, where I 
received all comers promiscuously, and denied not my- 
self to any, should have opportunities of enacting such 
matters V^ In answer to these questions, a vague tra- 
dition murmured that behind the wall of that 'one 
room,' doubtless the Library, there was a secret cham- 
ber, in which these consultations might have been held. 
In 1864, on the removal of a slight partition, there was 
Atterbniy*! 'ouud a loug empty closet, behind the fireplace, 
****^"P^^ reached by a rude ladder, perfectly dark, and 
capable of holding eight or ten persons, but which, as 
far back as the memory of the inmates of the Deanery 
extended, had never been explored.' It had probably 
been built for this purpose in earlier times, against the 
outer wall (which still remains intact) of the antecham- 
ber to the old Befectory. In this chamber, which may 

1 Bishop Newton's Life, U. 20. » Letters, ii. 158. 

* The venerable Bishop Short (of St. Asaph), who knew the house 
well in the time of his nnde, Dean Ireland, assured me that there was 
at that time no suspicion of its existence. 
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have harboured the conspiracy of Abbot Colchester 
against Henry lY., it is probable that Atterbury was 
concealed in plotting against George I.^ It was in one 
of the long days of August, when he had somewhat re- 
luctantly come to London for the funeral of the Duke 
of Marlborough, that he was sitting in the Deanery in 
his nightgown, at the hour of ' two in the afternoon * 
— a very unusual hour, one must suppose, for such a 
dress — when the Government officers came A««t«f 
to arrest him ; ' and though they behaved with AmJ? 5 
some respect to him, they suffered the messen- ^^ 
gers to treat him in a very rough manner — threatening 
him, if he did not make haste to dress himself, that 
they would carry him away undrest as he was.' ^ 

Atterbury's defence and trial belong to the history 
of England. We here follow his fall only by its traces 
in Westminster. The Chapter, deprived of their head, 
had to arrange their affairs without him. The Subdean 
and Chapter Clerk were, by an order from the 
Secretary of State, admitted at the close of 
the year to an interview with him in the Tower, in the 
presence of the Lieutenant of the Tower.^ Early in the 
following year he, by a special act, ' divers good causes 
and considerations him thereto moving,' appointed the 
Subdean to transact business in Chapter, ' in as full and 
ample a manner as he himself could do or perform if 

1 Here aJao Dr. Fiddes may have been ' entertained ' with materials, 
matter, and method for his 'Life of Wolsey/ as their enemies sug- 
gested, thns 'laying a whole plan for forming such a life as might 
blacken the Reformation, cast lighter colours upon Popery, and even 
make way for a Popish pretender.' (Dr. Knight's Lift of Erasmus : 
Fiddes's Ansvfer to Britannicus, 1728.) 

« Biog, Brit. i. 272. See Chapter IV. 

< Warrant from the Records of the Tower, Dec 22, 1722. Com- 
municated by the kindness of Iiord De Ros. 
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present in Chapter/ ^ During the time of his imprison- 
ment, he was still remembered in his old haunts 
(whether in the Abbey or not, is doubtful), being 
prayed for under pretence of being a£9icted with the 
gout, in most churches in London and Westminster.^ 
After his trial, his last wish, which was denied to him, 
was to walk from the House of Lords through the Abbey 
and see the great rose-window which Dickinson the 
surveyor had put up, in the b^inning of the previous 
year, under his direction, in the North Transept* The 
Westminster election was going on at the time, and the 
Westminster scholars came afterwards, as usual, to see 
'the Dean' — in the Tower. It was then that he 
quoted to them the last two lines of his favourite 
' Paradise Lost ' — 

The world is all before me, where to choose 
My place of rest — and Providence my guide.^ 

He embarked immediately after from the Tower in a 
* navy barge/ Two footmen in purple liveries walked 
behind. He himself was in a lay habit of gray clotL 
The river was crowded with boats and bargea The 
Duke of Grafton presented him with a rich sword, with 
the inscription, ' Draw me not without reason. Put me 
not up without honour.' * The Chapter meantime were 
sitting in the Jerusalem Chamber, still fighting for the 
payments of moneys, disputed by their late imperious 
master, even at these last moments of departure.^ 
They afterwards gained a poor revenge by reclaiming 
all the perquisites of George L*s coronation and of Marl- 
borough's funeral, which he, tenacious of power to the 

1 Chapter Book, April 17, 1723. 

3 Coxe's Walpole, L 170. ' Akerman, ii. 3. 

* See Chapter IV. * Heame's Reliquiae, 498. 

< Chapter Book, Jane 18, 1723. 
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end, had carried off.^ ' The Aldborough man of war, 
which lay in Long Beach, took the Bishop. Another 
vessel carried his books and baggage/^ His 'goods' 
were sold at the Deanery, and ' came to an extraordinary 
good market, some things selling for three or four times 
the value — a great many of his Lordship's friends be- 
ing desirous to have something in remembrance of 
him.' 

His interest, however, in the Abbey and School never 
flagged. He still retained in exile a lively recollection 
of his enemies in the Chapter. He was much hu ezu^ 

* Jane 18, 

concerned at the death of his old but ungrate- 1723. 
ful friend, the Chapter Clerk.' The controversy as to 
the jurisdiction of the Westminster Burgesses pursued 
him to Montpellier.^ The plans of the Dor- Death of bis 
mitory ' haunted his mind still, and made an no^8.i720; 

. . 1 • 1 c mi • 1 burled Feb. 

mipression upon him. * The verses of the 21,1780. 
Westminster scholars on the accession of George II. 
were sent out to him.* His son-in-law, Dr. Morrice, 
long kept the ofl&ce of High Bailiff.^ He busied him- 
self, as of old, in the Westminster epitaphs.® When at 
last he died at Paris,® his body was brought, * on board 
the ship Moore,* from Dieppe, to be interred hu death, 
in the Abbey. The coflfin was searched at the n3^';^ii<i 
custom-house, nominally for lace, really for M?yT2; 
treasonable papers. The funeral took place at ^^^^ 
night, in the most private manner. He had long before 
caused a vault to be made, as he expressed it, ' for me 

1 Chapter Book, Jan. 28. 1723-24. 

3 Weddy Jmamal, March 15, 1723. « Letters, iy. 185, 136. 

« Ibid. iv. 202. 211. » Ibid. iv. 214, 221. 

« Ibid. iv. 219. 7 ibid. iv. 270, 296. 

* See Chapter IV. 

* In the Moral Book, copied from the plate, it is Feb. 22. 
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and mine/ ' not in the Abbey, because of my dislike to 
the place ; but at the west door of it, as far from Eicgs 
and Caesars ' (at the eastern extremity) ' as the space 
will admit of/^ In this vault had already been in- 
terred his youngest daughter Elizabeth, and his wife, 
before his exile, and his best beloved daughter Mary, 
who died in his arms at Toulouse, and whose remains, 
in spite of the long and difficult journey, were conveyed 
hither. By her side his own coffin was laid, with the 
simple inscription of his name and title, and the dates 
of his birth and death, and on the urn containing his 
heart : — 'In hac uma depoeiti sunt cineres Francisci 
Atterbury, Episcopi Roffensis.' A monument was talked 
of, but never erected.^ He had himself added a 
political invective, which was not permitted to be 
inscribed.' 

1 Atterbury Papers, April 6, 1772. (Williams's Atterbwry, i. 373.) 
^ Letters, i. 485. The ranlt was seen in 1877. The coffins of the 
Bishop and Mrs. Morrice rested on the two earlier ones. They were 
evidently of foreign make, the interval between the lead and the wood 
was in that of his daughter stuffed with straw, evidently for the long 
journey ; in his own, the straw was gone, probably thrown away when 
the coffin was searched at the Custom House. 
' Letters i. 362 : — 

iTATDi MABTn VI. noLzn. 
nc ciaoiEm oonjioroi auo. znv. ■Doozm. 

KOHO POST MnCM VK JUDIOIUM AODUOTOl 

Novoomi ouMurvM n tbrium oums 



AOZA SSH Pn B I PT ID U UM 0AU8A 



TUK VlVIHTlUlf TCM ■OftTUOftUX TUTIMORUS, 

If! VWMMtm UZ, QUA PLlOn P088R, 

LATA m TAIVDBI KAD ZXTU. MSOCZZm. 

OAVsni posnu! 

BOO VAOmORIfl 

oomoivxT, AoaRosus est, pbeprbavit, 

VISOOPOBCX PBJBOIPUK SUPPRAOIIS ADJUIUS, 

EOBIKTUS DTI WAIPOLB 

<XIJBf HULLA nXICICT POBTBUTAS. 

Epitaphs on Atterbury were composed by Samuel Wesley and Crull. 
(See Williams's AtteHmrif, ii. 468, 469.) 
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The influences which Atterbuiy had fostered long 
lingered in the Precincts. The house of the Under- 
master is inscribed with the name of Walter Titley, who 
was preceptor to Atterbury's son in the Deanery at the 
time of the Bishop's eirrest, and who, after many years 
spent in the diplomatic service in Copenhagen, left 
£1,000 to the School, with which the Chapter 
restored this house. Samuel Wesley, elder '"'®^^®y'- 
brother of John and Charles, who inherited his mother's 
strong Jacobite tendencies, was attracted to a master- 
ship at Westminster by his friendship for Atterbury ; 
and in his house was nurtured his brother Charles, 
'the sweet Psalmist' of the Church of those days — 
who went from thence as a Westminster student to 
Christ Church.1 

The name of Atterbury makes it necessary to pause 
at this point, to sum up the local reminiscences of the 
ecclesiastical assemblies of the English Church, of 
which Westminster has been the scene. We ^nie convo- 
have already traced the connection of St Cath- WMtafin- 
erine's Chapel with ' The Councils of Westmin- ■*®^' 
ster' — of the Abbey itself with the great Elizabethan 
Conference, and of the Jerusalem Chamber with the 
meeting of the Presbyterian divines under the Common- 
wealth. It remains for us to point out the growth of 
the local association which has been gradually formed 
with the more r^ular body, known as the ' Convocation 
of the Province of Canterbury.' 

The convenience, no doubt, of proximity to the Palace 
of Westminster, the seat of Parliament, of which the 
Convocations of Canterbury and York were the sup- 

1 Southey'8 Life of Wesley, i. 19. — A special boarding-house for 
the reception of the sons of NonjoriDg parents was kept at that time 
by a clergyman of the name of Bnasell. 

VOL. III. — 13 
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plement, would naturally have pointed to the Abbey, 
ohffinaiteat ^^^ *^® Primate doubtless preferred to avoid 
To»ti<Mr»t *'^® question of the exempt jurisdiction of 
St. Pftiii'i. Westminster, and the clergy did not care to be 
drawn thither either by the Archbishop or the King.^ 

Accordingly, whilst the Convocation of York has 
always been assembled in the Chapter House of York 
Minster, the proper seat of the Convocation of Canter- 
bury is the Chapter House of the Cathedral of St Paurs. 
There the Bishops assembled in the raised chamber, and 
the inferior clergy in the crypt beneath. From this 
local arrangement have been derived the present names 
of 'the Upper' and 'Lower House/ There they met 
throughout the Middle Ages. There the Prolocutor is 
still elected, and thence the apparitor comes who waits 
upon them elsewhere. 

The change at last arose out of the great feud between 
the southern and northern Primacies, which had cost 
Tiantference Bccket his life, and which had caused so many 

to West- , , . 1 ^ , t • 

minster. neartbummgs at the Coronations, and such vi- 
olent contentions in St Catherine's Chapel.* The trans- 
fer of the Convocation from St. Paul's to Westminster 
Under ^^ the memorial of the one moment of English 
woieey 1528. Hjg^py whcu, iu the prc-cminent grandeur of 
of Wolsey, the See of York triumphed over the See of 
Canterbury. Wolsey, as Legate, convened his own 
Convocation of York to London ; ' and in order to vindi- 
cate their rights from any jurisdiction of the Southern 
Primate, and also that he might have them nearer to 

1 Wake's State of the Church, p. 42. 

2 See Chapters II. and V. The rivalry between the Sees of St 
Andrews and Glasgow, in like manner, prevented for many yean the 
convocation of any Scottish Councils. 

« Wake, p. 392, App. p. 317 i Joyce's English Synods, p. 297. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE CONVOCATION OF CANTERBUBY. 195 

him at his palace of Whitehall,^ they met, with the 
Canterbury Convocation, under his Legatine authority, 
in the neutral and independent ground of the Abbey of 
Westminster. It was in allusion to this transference, 
by the intervention of the great Cardinal, that Skelton 

sang: 

Gentle Paul, lay down thy sword, 

For Peter of Westminster hath shaved thy beard.^ 

A strong protest was made against the irregularity of 
the removal : but the convenience being once felt, and 
the charm once broken, the practice was continued 
after Wolsey's fall. Convocation, till the dissolution 
of the monastery, met at Westminster, usually in the 
ancient Chapter House, where the Abbot, on bended 
knees, protested (as the Deans in a less reverent posture 
since) against the intrusion. It was that very Actofsub- 
submission to Wolsey's alleged illegal author- ffiSSS «, 
ity as Legate which laid the clergy open to the editor**** 
penalties of Praemunire ; and thus, by a singu- ^^^^^ 
lar chance, in the same Chapter House where they had 
placed themselves within this danger, they escaped 
from it by acknowledging the Royal Supremacy.' On 
the occasion of the appointment of the thirty-two* 
Commissioners to revise the Canon Law, it j^iyy.io, 
assembled first in St. Catherine's and then St ^'^ 
Dunstan's Chapel.* When both Convocations' were 
called to sanction the dissolution of Henry's marriage 
with Anne of Cleves, they met in the Chapter House. 
Both Primates were present. Gardiner expounded the 
case, and the next day they ' publicly and unanimously, 

1 Strype's E, M. i. 74-76. 

> Skelton's Poems. See Chapter Y. 

* Wilkins, iii. 724, 746, 762. On that occajiion Latimer 'kneeled 
down ' in the Chapter Honse and recanted. (Ibid. 247.) 

* Ibid. 749. » See Chapter V. • Wilkins, 749. 
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not one disagreeing/ declared it nnlL From that time 
onwards, the adjournment from St Paul's to the Precincts 
of Westminster has gradually become fixed, but always 
on the understanding that ' the Convocation is obliged 
to the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, and not to 
the Archbishop, for their convenient accommodation 
in that church.'^ The history of the Convocations 
under the reigns of Edward and Mary is too slight to 
give us any certain clue to the place of their assembling. 
But after the accession of Elizabeth, we find 

Under ' 

Slf'SSpra ^^* ("^ ^^®^) ^^® Bishops met,^in the Chapel 
inH^ of Henry VH., sometimes 'secretly,' Dean 
c^^i, Gkxximan making the usual protest* The 
oiImis of I^wer House were placed either in a chapel 
St i&toSf ^^ ^^® south side of the Abbey, apparently the 
"wtatory' 'Consistory Court,'* or in the Chapel of St 
SSxhiPtf- ^obn. and St Andrew on the north,* which 
jJSJ^S^ came to be called 'the Convocation House;'* 
i^erJames ' sitting amougst the tombs,' as on one occasion 
I., idos. Fuller describes them, ' as once one of their 
Prolocutors said of them, viva cadavera inter mortttos, as 
having no motion or activity allowed them.'^ Of these 
meetings little beyond mere formal records are pre- 
served. In them, however, were signed the Thirty- 
nine Articles.* 

1 Narrative of Proceedings [1700, 1701], p. 41. 

> Gibson, pp. 150-167. 

' Ibid. p. 150. — He had already made a protest at 8t Panl's. 
(Ibid. p. 147.) 

« ' A vestiy/ (Expedient, p. 1 1 . ) 

« Gibson, pp. 264, 265. ' A little chapel below staizB.' {Expedient, 
p. 11.) 

^ Banal Register, Not. 24, 1671. 

7 Fnller's Church History, a. d. 1621. The erection of the scaffold- 
ing on these occasions is described in Eeepe, p. ISO. 

« Strype's Parker, i. 242, 24.3. 
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The Convocation under James I. met partly at St. 
Paul's, and partly at Westminster. It would seem that 
its most important act — the assent to the under 
Canons of 1603 — was at St. Paul's.^ The ^rfm-' 
first Convocation of whose proceedings we iwo. 
have any detailed account is the unhappy assembly 
under Charles I., which, by its hasty and extravagant 
career, precipitated the fall both of King and Clergy, and 
provoked the fury of the populace against the Abbey 
itself. Both Houses met in Henry VIT.'s Chapel on 
the first day of their assembling, and there heard a Latin 
speech from Laud of three quarters of an hour, gravely 
uttered, ' his eyes ofttimes being but one remove from 
weeping.' * Then followed the questionable continuance 
of the Convocation after the close of the Parliament ; 
the short-lived Canons of 1640 ; the oath, 'which had 
its bowels pufifed up with a windy et cetera ; ' the vain 
attempt, in these ' troublesome times,' on the part of a 
worthy Welshman to effect a new edition of the Welsh 
Bible ; and finally the conflict between Laud and God- 
frey Goodman, Bishop of Gloucester. Alone of all the 
dissentients he had the courage openly to refuse to sign 
the Canons. ' Whereupon the Archbishop being present 
with us in Henry VIL's Chapel, was highly offended at 
him. " My Lord of Gloucester," said he, " I admonish 
you to subscribe ; " and presently after, ** My Lord of 
Gloucester, I admonish you the second time to sub- 
scribe;" and immediately after, ''I admonish you the 
third time to subscribe." To all which the Bishop 
pleaded conscience, and returned a deniaL' In spite of 
the remonstrance of Davenant, Bishop of Salisbury, he 



1 Wilking, iv. 562-554. 

' Fnller's Church History, iii. 409. 
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was committed to the Qatehonse, and for the first time 
became popular.* 

In the Abbey, after the Bestoration, the Convocatioii 

met again, with the usual protest from Dean Earles.' 

Under Their first occupation was the preparation of 

laei'iuyio. the Office for the Baptism of Adults, and the 

Form of Thanksgiving for the 29th of May. On Novem- 

Revision of ^®' ^^ ^^^7 rcassembled, and entered on the 

^k ^y[ g^^Q task assigned to them by the King of re- 

«. iML vising the Prayer Book. In fact, it had already 

been accomplished by a committee of Bishops and others 

in the Great Hall of the Savoy Hospital, and 

therefore within a week the revision was in 

their hands, and within a month the whole was finished. 

A few days after the completion of the larger part, the 

Lower House was joined by the unusual accession of 

five deputies from the Northern Province, by 

^' whose vote, under the stringent obligation of 

forfeiting all their goods and chattels, the Lower House 

of the Convocation of York bound itself to abide.' The 

Calendar, the Prayers to be used at Sea, the 

Burial Service, and the Commination rapidly 

followed. No record remains of their deliberations. 

On December 20 were affixed the signatures of the four 

Houses, as they now appear in the Manuscript Prayer 

In the Book. This no doubt was in Henry Vn.*s 

Jenualam 

Chamber. ChapcL But as the Bishops, by meeting there, 
ifl6i-i had led the way thither for tiie Assembly of 
Divines, so the Assembly of Divines, by meeting in the 
Jerusalem Chamber, led the way thither for the Bishops. 

1 FoUer's CAtircA History. On Not. 4 of the mme jeax there was 
'an endearonr, according to the Levitical laws, to coTer the pit which 
they had opened.' Bnt it waa too late. (Heylin'a Laud, p. 460.) 

3 Wilkina, iy. 564, 565. • Ibid. 568, 569. 
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In that old monastic parlour the Upper House met, for 
the first time, on February 22, 1662, and there received 
the final alterations made by Parliament in the Prayer 
Book. The attraction to the Chamber was still, as in the 
time of Henry IV., the greater comfort ^ (pro mdiori usu) 
and the blazing fira From 1665 to 1689 formal proro- 
gations were made in Henry VII.'s Chapel, and under 
Convocation did not again assemble till 1689. Mair 2??y. 
Even if the precedent of the important Con- io89. 
vocation of 1661 had not sufficed for the transfer from 
St Paul's to Westminster, the great calamity which had 
in the interval befallen the ancient place of meeting 
would have prevented their recurrence to it* St 
Paul's Cathedral was but slowly rising from the ruins 
of the Fire, and accordingly, after the appointment of 
Compton by the Chapter of Canterbury to fill the place 
of President, vacant by Bancroft's* suspension, the 
opening of Convocation took place at Westminster. A 
table was placed in the Chapel of Henry VII. Compton 
was in the Chair. On his right and left sate, in their 
scarlet robes, those Bishops who had taken the oaths 
to William and Mary. Below the table were assembled 
the Clergy of the Lower House. Beveridge preached a 
Latin sermon, in which he warmly eulogised the exist- 
ing system, and yet declared himself in favour of a 
moderate reform. The Lower House then proceeded to 
elect a Prolocutor, and, in the place of the temperate and 
consistent Tillotson, chose the fanatical and vacillating 
Jane. On his presentation to the President, he made 
his famous speech against all change, conclud- j^^ ^ 
ing with the well-known words — taken from 
the colours of Compton's regiment of horse — Ndumus 

1 Gibson, p. 225. ^ ICacaolaj, iii. 488. 

» WilkiM, Cone, iv. 618. 
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leges AnglicB mutari It was on this occasion that the 
change of place for the Upper House, which had been 
only temporary in 1662, became permanent ' It being 
in the midst of winter, and the Bishops being very few/ ^ 
they accepted of the kindness of the Bishop of Boches- 
ter (Dean Sprat) in accommodating them with a good 
'room in his house, called the Jerusalem Chamber; 
and left the lower clergy to sit in Henry VIL's Chapel, 
and saved the trouble and charge of erecting- seats 
where they used to meet** 

This change was probably further induced by the ex- 
perience that some of the Bishops had already had of the 
Jerusalem Chamber, where they had sat in the Commis- 
oommission siou for revisins the Litursfv for eighteen ses- 

for Revision . , • , ^ . . ^ , « 

of the sions and six weeks, begmnmg on October 3, 

Liturgy, 

Oct 3-NoT. and ending on November 18. The Commission 
in the consisted of ten prelates, six deans, and six pro- 

JeruBalem ^ * 

Chamber, fessors. Amougst them were the distinguished 
names of Tillotson, Tenison, Burnet, Beveridge, Stilling- 
fleet, Patrick, Fowler, Scott, and Aldrich. Lamplugh, 
Archbishop of York, presided, in the absence of Sancroft 
Sprat, as host, received them ; but after the first meet- 
ing withdrew, from scruples as to its l^aUty. Their 
discussions are recorded by Dr. Williams, afterwards 
Bishop of Chichester, who took notes ' every night after 
he went home.' The imperfect acoustics of the Chamber 
were felt even in that small assembly ; ' being at some 
distance at first, he heard not the Bishops so well' 
Their work, after lying in the Lambeth Library for two 
centuries, was printed in 1854 by order of the House 
of Commons. It was the last attempt to improve the 

^ Gibson, p. 335. 

' Expedient propo§ed 6y a Country Divine (1702), p. 11. Wilkins, 
ir. 620. 
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Litargy and reconcile Nonconformists to the National 
Church. But from it directly sprang the revised Prayer 
Book of the Protestant Episcopal Church of America, 
and the remembrance of it will doubtless influence any 
changes that may be in store for the English Liturgy 
itself. 

'In this Jerusalem Chamber/ writes one whose 
spirit was always fired by the thought of this lost 
opportunity, 'any new Commissioners might sit and 
acknowledge the genius of the place ' — ' kindly spirits 
whose endeavours to amend our Liturgy might also 
bring back to the fold such wanderers as may yet have 
the inclination to join our Establishment' ^ That wish 
has not yet been fulfilled.* The Convocation, Dtapateg 
which in the winter of that year succeeded to ^?BSi^* 
the place of the Commissioners,^ was far other- JSJ^^/* 
wise employed in the grave disputes between "*****^- 
the Upper and Lower House. The few Bishops who met 
in the Jerusalem Chamber were unable to cope with the 
determined resistance of the Jacobite majority of the 
Lower Housa 'The change of place, though merely 
accidental, made very great alterations in the mode of 
proceeding in Convocation/ chiefly turning on the com- 
plications which ensued on adjournments being read, as 

1 HnU's ChunA Inquiry, p. 241 (1827). 

' Thus far I had written before Jnlj 17, 1867, when another Royal 
Commission, the first that has been appointed for the Revision of the 
Prajer Book since the days of TlUotson. assembled in the Jemsalem 
Chamber to examine the Ritual and Rubric of the Church of Eng- 
hmd. May the pious aspiration breathed forty years ago by that 
venerable friend of Arnold for the happy result of their laboura be 
fulfilled. (1867.) It has been frustrated by obstacles similar to those 
raised in 1689. 

» See Narrative of Procmdingt of Lower House of Convocation, by 
Hooper (1701, 1702); An Expedient, by Binckes (1701); The Pre- 
tended Expedient, by Sherlock (1702). 
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from the Upper House, in Henry VII/s Chapel, which 
had now by use become the place of the Lower House. 
There they refused even to consider the proposals of 
the Bishops, and were accordingly prorogued till 1700. 
By that time they were able again to open their meet- 
ing in the restored St. Paul's. But their discussions 
took place, as before, in the Chamber and the Chapel at 
Westminster. There the Lower House, by continuing 
their assemblies in the Chapel of Henry YII., as inde- 
pendent of the prorogation of the Bishops, ' inflicted' — 
say the injured prelates — 'the greatest blow to this 
Church that hath been given to it since the Presby- 
terian Assembly that sate in Westminster in the late 
times of confusion.' 

A paper, containing a passage defamatoiy of the 
Bishops, was by their orders fixed, with a kind of 
challenge, 'over several doors in Westminster Abbey.' ^ 
Dispute in The autcroom ^ to the Jerusalem Chamber be- 
bmdl^^ came the scene of angry chafings on the part 
of the Lower House, which had been made to wait 
there — according to one version a few minutes, accord- 
ing to another two hours • — whilst the Upper House 
was discussing their petition ; by the insolence of the 
Upper House according to one version, by the mistake 
of the door-keeper according to another. Li this small 
antechamber it was that the Prolocutor met 

June 6^ 170S. 

the Bishop of Bangor (Evans), * putting on his 
habit,' and said to him, ' My Lord of Bangor, did you 
say in the Upper House that I lied ? * * To which the 

1 History of Convocation in 1700, p. 75. 

> It was then as now called ' the Organ Chamber/ (Ibid. p. 169.) 
On one occasion, March 7, 1702, the Lower Honse met there (Card- 
weU, p. xxxiii.), after first assembling in the Consistoiy Court. (At- 
terbnry, iv. 342,381.) 

' History of Convocation in 1700, p. 110. * Ibid. p. 166. 
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Bishop replied in some disorder — 'I did not say jou 
lied ; but I said, or might have said, that you told me 
a very great untruth.'^ In the Chamber itself, the 
Prolocutor encountered a still more formidable antago- 
nist in Bishop Burnet, fresh from reading the condem- 
nation of hia work by the Lower House. * This is fine 
indeed; this is according to your usual insolence.' 
' Insolence, my Lord ! ' said the Prolocutor ; ' do you give 
me that word ? ' ' Tes, insolence ! ' replied the Bishop ; 
' you deserve that word, and worse. Think what you 
will of yourself ; I know what you are.' * peb. i% 
Here *My Lord's grace of Canterbury * inter- "*""' 
fered. On another occasion, after the prorogation had 
been read and signed in the Upper House, as the clergy 
were departing out of the Jerusalem Chamber, Dr. 
Atterbury, towards the door, was pushing on some 
members, and saying, * Away to the Lower House 1 — 
away to the Lower House ! ' The Chancellor of London, 
turning back to him, asked * if he was not ashamed to 
be always promoting contention and division ; ' and they 
continued their altercation in still stronger language.' 

It is not necessary here to follow up those altercations 
which turned the Chapel of Henry VII. and the Jerusa- 
lem Chamber into two hostile camps, with the Organ- 
room for an intermediate arena — the discussion of 
DodweU's work on Baptism, and of Brett's work on 
Sacrifice ; the condemnation of Bishop Burnet's ' Expo- 
sition of the Articles,' and of Bishop Hoadley's ' Sermon 
on the Kingdom of Christ;' of Whiston's work on the 
* Apostolical Constitutions ; ' of Clarke's work on the 
' Scriptural Doctrine of the Trinity.' We can imagine 
the fierce eloquence of Atterbury as Prolocutor of the 

* Hittory of Cmvocation in 1700, p. 204 ; Narrative^ pp. 67-69. 

3 HiMtory of Convocation in 1700, p. 208. * Biog. Brit. i. 269. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



204 THE ABBET SINCE THE REFORMATION. 

Lower House in Henry VII/s Chapel ; and in the Je- 
rusalem Chamber the impetuous vehemence of Bur- 
net; the stubborn silence of the 'old rock/ Tenison; 
the conciliatory mildness of Wake. We can see how, 
when Archbishop Tenison suddenly produced in the 
Chamber the letter from Queen Anne, reprimanding 
the Lower House, and enjoining the Archbishop to 
prorogue them, ' they ran away indecently towards the 
door, and were with some difficulty kept in the room 
till the prorogation was intimated to theuL*^ But 
hardly any permanent fruits remain ;^ and, except in 
the allusions of innumerable pamphlets, hardly any rec- 
ord of the disputes, which were for the most part 
Frorogaad hitter pcrsoual recriminations. They were 
*" *^"- finally prorogued in 1717, and did not meet 
again for business till our own time.' Formed citations, 
however, seem to have brought them together from time 
to time in the Abbey ; and on one occasion, in 1742, an 
attempt was made, by Archdeacon Beynolds, to read a 
paper on Ecclesiastical Courts. But, being of a latitudi- 
narian tendency, it was not acceptable to the House, 
and it was stopped by the Prolocutor, who ' spoke much 
of Prsemunire, and that word was echoed and reverbei^ 
ated from one side of good King Henry's Chapel to the 
other.' * 

The time has not yet come when we can safely enter 
even on the local associations of the proceedings of the 

1 Barnef 8 Oum Time, ii. 418. 

' The only permanent reeolt was 'the Office for Consecrating 
Chnzches and Churchyards,' sanctioned by the Convocation of 1711, 
in conseqaence of the bnilding of fifty new churches in London and 
Westminster. (Bomet's Own Time, iL 603.) 

» Wilkins, iv. 670-676. 

* Letter to Dr. Lisie, p. 11 ; Reynolds's Historical Enay, p. 207; 
communicated by Dr. Fraser. 
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ConycxAtion of Canterbury, when its discussions were 
renewed under the administration of Lord Derby. Its 
formal openings took place, as before and since, in the 
precincts of St. Paul's. Its first meeting for Revived 
business was on the 12th of November, 1852,^ i85i.' 
accompanying the Parliament assembled for the Duke 
of Wdlington's funeral Sixteen Bishops were present 
The proceedings began, as has been the case ever since, 
in the Jerusalem Chamber, which was given up to the 
Lower House, after their names had been called over in 
the Abbey ; the Upper House retiring to the Library of 
the Deanery, the ' one room ' inhabited by Atterbury, 
and at this time vacant by the illness of Dean Buckland. 
In this room the Prelates virtually determined the 
framework of the future proceedings of the body in an 
animated discussion which lasted three days. At the 
next meeting the Bishops occupied the Jerusalem 
Chamber, the Lower House assembling in such scanty 
numbers as to be accommodated in the Organ-room. 
Subsequently the Bishops, after a formal openiag in 
the Jerusalem Chamber, adjourned to the office of Queen 
Anne's Bounty in Dean's Yard — leaving the Lower 
House in the Jerusalem Chamber, as on a former 
occasion they had left it in Henry VII.'s ChapeL In 
that historic Chamber it has sat without interruption, 
but without any permanent fruits. The only exception 
to its occupation of the Chamber has been when, to 
accommodate a larger attendance (with the sanction, in 
later days, of the Governors of Westminster School), 
the College Hall has been granted for that purpose by 
the Dean. 

A work of more enduring interest than any decrees 

^ The scene of this opening, with all its details, is well described in 
the Christian Remembrttncer, vol. xxv. 163-187. 
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of Convocation has been connected with the Precincts 
of Westminster. When the royal commission was 
issued by James I. for the revision of the previous 
Tnoabtion translations of the Bible, which issued in the 
Ei^iuh Authorised Version of 1611, the translators 
Bible. 1611. ^gj^ divided into three companies. Of the 
Oxford and Cambridge companies we need not here 
speak. But we cannot doubt that the * Westminster 
Company/ of which the chief was Dean Andrewes, met 
under his auspices, probably in the Jerusalem Cham- 
ber, and it is certain that the Welsh translation, which 
immediately preceded this,^ was carried on in the 
Deanery. The Dean at that time (Andrewes' prede- 
cessor) was the Welshman Gabriel Groodman. For a 
whole year his countryman Bishop Morgan, the chief 
translator, was lodged at the Deanery (in preference to 
an invitation which he had received from the Primate), 
on the ground that at Lambeth the Thames would have 
inconveniently divided him from the printing-press. 

This early connection of the translation of the Bible 
with Westminster was revived when in our own time, 
on the motion of Convocation, and ultimately under 
the control of the University Presses, a new revision 
was undertaken. The companies of translators, drawn 
from both Universities, and from all sections of eccle- 
siastical life in England, met for this work, always 
at Westminster, usually in the Jerusalem Chamber; 
sometimes in the Chapter Library, occasionally in the 
Deanery. Its first beginning was inaugurated by a 
scene which, though it afterwards gave rise to some 
acrimonious discussion, at the time impressed all those 
who witnessed it, and most of those who heard it, 

^ Preface to Morgan's TraDslation of the Bible. 
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with a sense of solemn and edifying pathos. ' Prepara- 
tory to their entrance on their important work, a notice 
had been issued to each of the revisers, to the effect 
that the Sacrament would be administered Theweit- 

minster 

in Henry VII/s Chapel, on the day of their communion, 
first meeting, to such of the body as should feel 
disposed to attend. The Dean read the service from 
the Communion Table at the head of Henry VII/s 
tomb. It so happened that this Table thus received 
its first use. It had within a few days past, as the 
inscription round it records, been erected in the place 
of the ancient altar which once indicated the spot where 
Edward VI. was buried. On the marble slab which 
covers its top was placed the recovered fragment of the 
beautifully carved frieze of the lost altar, together with 
other fragments of ruined altars which happened to be 
at hand for a like purpose.^ In front of this table, thus 
itself a monument of the extinct strifes of former days, 
and round the grave of the youthful Protestant King, 
in whose reign the English Bible first received its ac- 
knowledged place in the Coronation of the Sovereign, 
as well as its free and general circulation throughout 
the people, knelt together the band of scholars and 
divines, consisting of representatives of almost every 
form of Christian belief in England. There were 
Bishops of the Established Church, two of them by 
their venerable years connected with the past genera- 
tion; there were delegates from our historic Cathedrals 
and Collegiate Churches, our Universities, our parishes, 
and of our chief ecclesiastical assembly ; and with these, 
intermingled without distinction, were ministers of the 

^ From the High Altar at Canterbary, burnt in 1174: from the 
altar of the Greek Church at Damascus, destroyed in 1860; and from 
an Abyssinian altar at Magdala, brought home in 1866. 
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Established and of the Free Church of Scotland, and of 
almost every Nonconformist Church in England — In- 
dependent, Baptist, Wesleyan, Unitarian. It is not to 
be supposed that each one of those present entered with 
equal agreement into every part of the service ; but it 
is not without a hopeful significance that, at the time, 
such various representatives of British Christendom 
partook, without difficulty, on such an occasion in the 
sacred ordinance of the Christian religion.' It was 
called by a devout theologian, since departed, ' a true 
Elevation of the Host' 

We return to the general history of the Abbey. 

The School during this period had reached its highest 
pitch of fame. Knipe, who had been second Master 
Knipe.Head- ^^^^cr Busby, and succeeded him as Head- 
™^*f/^n master, after fifty years' labour in the School, 
H^^ter, w^ buried in the North Cloister, and com- 
b^tod^ai memorated by a monument in the South Aisle 
witnoy. Qf |.jj^ Choir. Freind is especially connected 
with the Abbey by his numerous inscriptions,^ by lus 
steadfast friendship with Atterbury, and by his estab- 
lishment of the Westminster dinners on the anniversary 
of the accession of the Foundress. 

It was at this time that an alarming fire took place 
Fin in the in the Precincts. On the site of the Old Be- 
1781. * fectory was a stately house built by Inigo 
Jones,^ and illustrated by Sir J. Soane. A beautiful stair- 
case of this period stiU remains. It has gone through 
various changes. In 1708, it was occupied by Lord 
Ashbumham, and from him took the name of Ashbum- 
ham House. In 1739, it reverted to the Chapter, and was 
divided into two prebendal houses, of which the larger 

1 See Chapter IV. « Gleaningt, 228. 
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was in later years connected with the literature of 
England, when occupied first as a tenant by 
Fynes Clinton, the laborious author of the 
* Fasti Hellenici,'^ and then by Henry Milman, poety 
historian, and divine, as Canon of Westmin- 
ster. In the intervening period it had become 
the property of the Crown, and in 1712 received what 
was called the King's Library, and in 1730 the Library 
of Sir Bobert Cotton. Dr. Bentley happened to be in 
town at the moment when the house took fire. Dr. 
Freind, the Headmaster, who came to the rescue, has 
recorded how he saw a figure issuing from the burning 
house, into Little Dean's Yard, in his dressing-gown, 
with a flowing wig on his head, and a huge volume 
under his arm. It was the great scholar carrying off 
the Alexandrian MS. of the New Testament. The 
books were first placed in the Little Cloisters, in the 
Chamber of the Captain, and in the boarding-house in 
Little Dean's Yard, and then on the following oct s, itsl 
Monday removed to the Old Dormitory, just SJ^ord, 
vacated, till, in 1757, they reached their pres- Prebendarr 
ent abode in the British Museum.* rter.TrS "" 

Bradford, who had already been prebendary carusie, 
of Westminster for nearly twenty years, took of westoin- 
Atterbury's place in the Chapter, whilst Atter- |^^p^ 
bury was still in the Tower. His conciliatory J}*^^^^^^ 
character recommended him as a fit person to J73\^"' 
end the feuds which, in Atterbury's time, ^^?^^. 
had raged between the Dean and Canons, BUhop^of 
and did, in fact, tend to assuage the strife be- *^»«*^'- 
tween Westminster and Bentley.* He was the first 

1 Clinton's Literary Eemains, 262-295. 

« Walcott'a Westminster, p. 90; Monk's Life of Bentley, p. 577; 
Nichols's Anecdotes, ix. 592. * Monk's Life ofBentUy, p. 535. 

VOL. III. — 14 
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Dean of the Order of the Bath.^ He lies near his 
monument in the North Transept 

Wilcocks, who had been elected Fellow of Magdalen 
College, in the ' golden election/ with Addison and Boul- 
ter, distinguished himself by his courageous deyotion 
to the sick whilst chaplain at Lisbon, and afterwards 
as preceptor to the Princesses of the Sojal Family. 
It was in this period that the neighbourhood of the 
Abbey, as the eighteenth century advanced, began to be 
gradually cleared of the incumbrances which closed it 
in. Then was commenced the most important change 
in the architectural and topographical history of West- 
minster since the building of the Abbey and Palace. 
Amidst much opposition the attempts which had been 
fruitlessly made in the several reigns of JSlizabeth, 
James I., Charles I., Charles II., and George I., to 
secure another bridge over the Thames besides that of 
London, at last succeeded. All the arts that old mono- 
poly and prejudice could bring to bear were used, but 
in vain, and Westminster Bridge, after a brief but fierce 
Bnudingof discussiou whether it should start from the 

Westminster 

B^ldg^l788. Horscfcrry Pier or the ancient pier by New 
Palace Yard, was at last fixed where it now stands, and 
the first stone was laid in 1738 by the Earl of Pembroke. 
This great approach at once prepared the way for fur- 
ther changes. The ancient Woolstaple, or PoUen stock, 
of Edgar's charter was swept away to make room for 
the western abutment of the bridge in 1741. On the 
site of the small courts and alleys ^ which surrounded 
the Abbey, rose Bridge Street and Great Greorge Street 
By the side of the narrow avenue of King Street was 
opened, as if for the growth of the rising power whose 

1 See Chapter II. p. 119. > Westmiruter ImprovenunU, 2D-SS. 
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name it bore, the broad way of Parliament Street. St. 
Margaret's Lane, between the Church and Palace, was 
widened — having been before so constructed as to 
require high pales to protect the foot passengers from 
the mud splashed on all sides by the horses. With 
those changes the administration of the Abbey by 
Wilcocks, in great measure, coincided. During the 
twenty-five years in which he presided over it, the 
heavy repairs, which had been in progress almost since 
the Eestoration, were completed.^ He, ' being a gentle- 
man of taste and judgment, swept away' ^ two prebendal 
houses in the Cloisters, and two others * between ® the 
north door and west end ' of the Nave, as well as two 
others on the side of Henry VII/s ChapeL* The present 
enclosure of Dean's Yard was now formed partly from 
the materials of the old Dormitory and Brewhouse.^ 
Six new elms were planted. For the first time 

., 1 • i. i.x- Oct.81,1729. 

there appears a scruple agamst puttmg up a 
monument in Henry VII.'s Chapel, ' as it will necessarily 
hide or deface some of the curious workman- The westom 
ship thereof .' *^ Above all, whilst the projected iwS^ 

^ He zestored, as is described in his epitaph, the monthly residenoe 
of the Prebendaries. 

* Gwyn's London and Wegtminater, p. 90. 

* It appears from the Chapter Order, December 2, 1741, that there 
were two gates opening from one of these houses into the chnrchjard. 

* This was at the suggestion of Parliament. (Chapter Book, 
March 11, 1731; March 23, 1735; Febmaiy 17, 1738.) Out of the 
money granted bj Parliament for this purpose was bought Ashbum- 
ham House, which was divided into two prebendal houses, to compen- 
sate for the loss of the others. (Ibid. Oct. 29, 1739; June U, 1740.) 
See p. 208. 

' Chapter Order, May 28, 1756. The materials were given to Dr. 
Markman (then Headmaster), and Mr. Salter — one of the Prebendar 
riee alone protesting. Dr. Wilson, son of the good Bishop of Man. 
His solitary ' I dissent ' appears in the Chapter Book, and he published 
a pamphlet against it, with the motto fVom Micah ii. 2 (1757). 

^ Chapter Order, May 1, 1740. (Monk's monument.) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



212 THE ABBST SINCE THE BEFORMATION. 

Spire was finally abandoned, the Western Towers of 
Sir Christopher Wren were finished.^ It is interesting 
to mark the extreme pride which the aged Dean took 
in commemorating, as a glory of his office, that which 
the fastidious taste of our time so largely condemns. 
On his monument in the Abbey, in his portrait in the 
Deanery, in the picture of the Abbey * by Canaletti — 
which he caused to be painted evidently for their sake 
— the Towers of Wren constantly appear. He was 
buried under the southern of the two, in a vault made 
for himself and his family, as recorded in an inscription 
still remaining; and his tablet was erected near his 
grave, by hiB son Joseph, called by Pope Clement XIII, 
who knew him well during his residence at Rome, 'the 
blessed heretic.'^ Both father and son were admirable 
men. Over the Dean's bier, in the College Hall, was 
pronounced the eulogium, ' Longum esset persequi sand- 
isrimi senis jucundUatem' Each took for his motto, in 
a slightly different form, the expression, ' Let me do 
all the good I can.' The son, whenever he came to 
London, ' always went to the Abbey for his first and 
last visit;* in particular that part of it where his 
father's monument stands, and near which the Bishop, 
with his mother and sister and himself, rests in 
peace.* 

Zachary Pearce was one of the numerous fruits of 
Queen Caroline's anxiety to promote learning. From 

1 Chapter Book, Feb. 17, 17S8-S9. Wren restoped the lower part 
of the towers and made a design for the whole. But after his death in 
1723, the upper part was completed bj Hawksmore, and after his 
death in 1736 probably by James. (See Longman's St, PauTs, p. 86.) 

s It was his son who left to the Deanery the bust and the picture of 
the Abbey. (Chapter Book, June 27, 1793, March 3, 1795.) 

* Preface to Wilcocks's Roman Conuenations, p. xlL 

* Ibid. p. zxxiy. 
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the Deanery of Winchester and the See of Bangor, he 
was advanced, by his friend Lord Bath, to the Deanery 
of Westminster and the See of Rochester, ^acharj 
although with great reluctance on his part, 1750-68. 
which ultimately issued, after vain attempts to resign 
the Bishopric, in his retirement from the Deanery, in 
his seventy-fourth year. This is the sole instance of 
such an abdication. ' His exultation at the accomplish- 
ment of his long disappointed wish, the Bishop ex- 
pressed ' in a soliloquy entitled ' The Wish, 1768, when 
I resigned the Deanery of Westminster,' which begins, 
* From all Decanal cares at last set free.' ^ In 1 774, in his 
eighty-fourth year, he died at Bromley, where he is 
buried with an inscription dictated by himself, which, 
after recording his various preferments, concludes by 
saying, * He resigned the Deanery of Westminster, and 
died in the comfortable hope of (what had been his 
chief object in life) being promoted to a happier sphere 
hereafter.' It agrees with the gentle self-complacency 
of a remark, in answer to an inquiry how he could 
live on so scanty a diet — * I live upon the recollection 
of an innocent and well-spent life, which is my only 
sustenance.' His disastrous proposals for the Monu- 
ments in the Abbey have been already noticed.^ He is 
commemorated there by a cenotaph in the Nave, of 
which the inscription was composed by his successor, 
and ascribes' ^ ' the uncommon resolution ' of his resigna- 
tion, to his desire to finish his commentary on 
the Gospels and Acts. In his time was cele- 
brated the Bicentenary of the Foundation, by a sermon 
from the Dean in the Choir on Prov. xxxL 31, and by 

1 Li/e o/Dean Thomas, p. Izxxiii. 

« See Chapter IV. 

* lA/e of Dean Thomas, p. Ixxxv. 
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English verses and an English oration from the Schokis 
in the Gallery of the College HalL^ 

John Thomas was the third of these octogenarian 
Deans. He was promoted to the Deanery through the 
j^^ interest of his predecessor Zachary Pearce, and 

nS^SSlhop ^®1^ i^ f^r six years alone ; then, on Pearce's 
in^dSi** death, he received also the See of Rochester. He 
At^^wf*^' was buried in his parish, Bletchingley, but has 
"*'*• a monument in the South Aisle of the Nave, 

next to his patron Pearce, and copied by Bacon from a 
portrait by Reynolds. The Sling was overheard to say 
on his appointment, ' I am glad to prefer Dr. Thomas, 
who has so much merit. We shall now be sure of a 
Bermona on 8^^ sermon on Good Friday.' * This alludes 
QoodPriday. ^ ^^^3 long-estabUshed custom, by which the 
Dean of Westminster (probably from the convenience 
of his being in town at that season) preaches always in 
the Chapel Royal on that day.^ Nine of these are pub- 
lished. He was remarkable for performing his part at 
the Installations of the Bath ' with peculiar address and 
adroitness.'* 'Which Dr. Thomas do you mean?' 
asked some one shortly before his promotion, in allusion 
to two of that name. — ' Dr. John Thomas.' ' They are 
both named John.' — * Dr. Thomas who has a living in 
the city.* * They have both livings in the city.' — 'Dr. 
Thomas who is chaplain to the King.' ' They are both 
chaplains to the King.' — 'Dr.. Thomas who is a very 
good preacher.' * They are both very good preachers.' 

1 Chapter Book, Jnne 3, 1705. Cfent Mag. xxz. 297. 

* Life of Dean Thomas , p. Ixxxi. 

* The custom appears in Eyeljn's Memoirs, iii. 79, 158. So the 
three Good Friday sermons of Andrewes when Dean of Westminster. 
{Life of Andrewes, 97.) 

^ Life of Dean Thomas, p. Ixxxix. He made a heqaest to tbe 
school to replace the fond left by Titley. 
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— 'Dr. Thomas who squints/ 'They both squint/ — 
They were both afterwards Bishops.^ 

A remarkable scene is related in connection with his 
office, by one who was at the time a Westminster scholar. 
He was, in the days of its highest unpopu- »r^„n^tin 
larity, an advocate for the removal of the dis- *>» cloisters. 
abilities of Eoman Catholics. Accordingly, when re- 
turning from the Abbey he was met in the cloisters 
' by a band of tumultuous and misguided enthusiasts, 
who seized him by his robes, and demanded "how he 
meant to vote in the House of Lords ? " To which with 
great presence and firmness the Bishop replied, "For 
your interests and my own." " What then ? you don't 
mean to vote for Popery?" — "No," said he, "thank 
God, that is no part of our interests in this Protestant 
country." Upon hearing which one of the party 
clapped his Lordship on the back, and cleared the pas- 
sage for him, calling out, "Make way for the Protestant 
Bishop/' ' * To his turn for music the Abbey doubtless 
owed the refitting of the Choir in his time, and ^andei 
also the Festival on the centenary of Handel's its*. 
birth.* It was suggested by Lord Fitzwilliam, Sir 
Watkin Williams Wynne, and Joah Bates. The Nave 
was arranged by James Wyatt. The orchestra was at 
the west end. Bnmey remarks on the fitness with 
which, in the Hallelujah Chorus, the orchestra seemed* 
* to unite with the saints and martyrs represented on 
the stained glass in the west window, which had all 
the appearance of a continuation of it.* The King and 
Royal family, and the chief personages, sate at the east 

1 lAfe of Bishop Newton. 

2 Life of Dean Thomas, p. Ixxxri. 
> Neale,i. 211. 

♦ Barney's Account of the Handel Commemorationy part vi. p. 84. 
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end. The School were in the Choir behind. The oigan, 
just built by Green of Islington for Canterbury, was 
put up in the Abbey, ' before its departure for the place 
of its destination/ ^ All the music was selected from 
Handel's own compositions, and it is said that at the 
Hallelujah Chorus George III. rose, affected to tears, 
and the whole assembly stood up at the same moment. 
Hence the custom, now universal, of standing at the 
Hallelujah Chorus. It was originally intended to have 
been on the 20th, 21st, and 22nd of April, so as to coin- 
cide with the day of Handel's funeral in the Abbey, but 
was postponed till the 26th, 27th, and 29th of May, to 
which the 3rd and 5th of June were afterwards added. 
The success of this experiment, before an audience of 
10,480 persons, encouraged the performance of similar 
meetings on a larger scale, under the title of 'Great 
Musical Festivals,' in 1785, 1786, 1787. and 1791, 
when the performers are said to have amounted, though 
not on any one occasion, to 1,068 persons. They were 
discontinued during the war, and not revived till 1834, 
when a similar festival took place, which, though 
occurring at the exact interval of half a century from 
the first commemoration of Handel, did not bear that 
name, and included the works of nine other composers 
besides those of the great musician. It was suggested 
by Sir George Smart, and adopted, somewhat against the 
wishes of the Dean and Chapter, at the request or com- 
mand of William lY., who wished to imitate his father's 
example. Its effect, however, was considerable, and it 
may be regarded as the parent of the concerts of the 
Sacred Harmonic Society in London.* 

Sir Joshua Beynolds has immortalised for us the 

1 Barney, p. 8. 

> Handel Festival of 1859, at the Crystal Palace, p. t. 
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features of the venerable Headmaster, Dr. Nicoll, who 
occupies the last half of the century. It was Nicoii,H«ui. 
under him that Warren Hastings and Elijah nS^'. 
Impey were admitted ^ in the same year, uncon- SSS^ 
scions of the strange destiny which was after- ^'*^" 
wards to bring them together in India. They, with 
twenty-one other Westminster Scholars, in that distant 
land (in which so many of this famous School have 
made their fame or found their grave), commemorated 
their recollection of their boyish days in Dean's 
Yard and on the Thames by determining to present 
to the Scholars' Table a silver cup,^ which, inscribed 
with their names, and ornamented by handles in the 
form of elephants, is still used on the solemn festive 
occasions of the collegiate body. Contemporary with 
Hastings was another boy, of a gentler nature, on 
whom also, in spite of himself, Westminster cowper, 
left a deep impression. ' That I may do jus- ^'^**^*- 
tice,' says the poet Cowper, ' to the place of my educa- 
tion, I must relate one mark of religious discipline 
which was observed at Westminster : I mean the pains 
which Dr. Nicoll took to prepare us for Confirmation. 
The old man acquitted himself of this duty like one 
who had a deep sense of its importance ; and I believe 
most of us were struck by his manner and affected by 
his exhortations. Then, for the first time, I attempted 
to pray in secret' Another serious impression is still 
more closely connected with the locality. 'Crossing 
St. Margarets Churchyard late one evening, a glimmer- 
ing light in the midst of it excited his curiosity, and, 
instead of quickening his speed, he, whistling to keep 

1 1747 : aee Alumni Wextmonaat pp. 342, 345. 
3 For the cup see Altimni West, 346; Lunu Westm, i. 326 ; ii. pp. 
vii. viii. 
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up his courage the while, went to see whence it pro- 
ceeded. A gravedigger was at work there by lantern- 
light, and, just as Cowper came to the spot, he threw 
up a skull, which struck him on the leg. This gave an 
alarm to his conscience, and he reckoned the incident 
as among the best religious documents which he re- 
ceived at Westminster.' ^ Amongst his other school- 
fellows were Churchill, Lloyd, Coleman, and Cumberland 
(who was in the same house with him), and Lord Dart- 
mouth (who sate side by side with him in the sixth 
form), and the five Bagots, 'very amiable and valuable 
boys they were/* Doubtless much of the severe indig- 
nation expressed in the ' Tirocinium ' was suggested hj 
his recollection of those days ; but when he wished for 
comfort in looking backward, ' he sent his imagination 
upon a trip thirty years behind him. She was very 
obedient and very swift of foot; and at last sat him 
down in the sixth form at Westminster' — 'receiving 
a silver groat for his exercise, and acquiring fame at 
HwkhAiii, cricket and football' ' NicoU was succeeded 
1763, burled by Markham, also known to us through Key- 
1807! ' nolds's portrait, friend of Hastings* and of 
Mansfield. He became tutor to George IV., and rose to 
the see of York. He was buried in his old haunts in 
the North Cloister, where a monument is erected to him 
johnHeyiin. ^7 ^is grandchildren. Of the Prebendaries 
Auff.'nr*^ of this period some notice may be given. In 
wfiBon, the South Transept lies John Heylin, the 
i748-«3. mystic friend of Butler, and preacher of the 
sermon (on 2 TiuL ii 15, 16) at his consecration.^ 

1 Southey's CoM>pcr, i. 13, U. « Ibid. t. 114. 

s Ibid. i. 15, 17-20. « Alumni West. 318. 

* His Theological Lectmes to the King^B Scholani faave been 
pnblifihed. 
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Another was Thomas Wilson, son of the good Bishop, 
whose strenuous and solitary opposition to the forma- 
tion of Dean's Yard has been already noticed.^ Kennicott. 

^ Jnly-Oct., 

A stall at Westminster was the first reward nro. 

of Dr. Kennicott for his lectures on the Old Testament^ 

so fiercely attacked, and afterwards so highly valued. 

The eighteenth century closes with Horsley. He 
won, it is said, his preferment to the Deanery and the 
See of Eochester by a sermon which, as Bishop samuei 

Horsley. 

of St. David's, he preached in the Abbey on itm-isos. 
January 30, 1793, before the House of Lords, on the 
anniversary of the execution of Charles I., and a few 
days after the execution of Louis XYL It was cus- 
tomary, on these and on like occasions, for the House 
of Lords to attend Divine Service in the Abbey, and 
for the House of Conmions in St. Margaret's Church. 
The Temporal Peers sate on the south side, with the 
Lord Chancellor at their head — originally in the pew 
under Kichard II.'s picture, in later times near the 
Dean's or in the Subdean's stall The Bishops were on 
the north side. The solemn occasion, no doubt, of 
Horsley's sermon added to the grandeur of those sono- 
rous utterances. *I perfectly recollect,* says an eye- 
witness, 'his impressive manner, and can fancy that 
the sound still vibrates in my ears.' ^ When he burst 
into the peroration connecting together the French and 
English regicides — * O my country I read the horror 
of thy own deed in this recent heightened imitation, 
and lament and weep that this black French treason 

^ He wrote a preface to a pamphlet defending the east window in 
St. Maigaret's from a process instituted against the churchwardens of 
the parish by the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, under the Act 
which was recently revived against the Dean and Chapter of Exeter 
for the removal of images from Exeter Cathedral 

2 Nichols, iv. 685. 
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should have found its example in that crime of thy 
unnatural sonsT — the whole of the august assembly 
rose, and remained standing till the conclusion of the 
sermon. The Deanery of Westminster fell vacant in 
that same year, and it was given to Horsley, who held 
it^ with the See of Rochester, till his translation to St. 
Asaph, in 1802. * He wore the red ribbon of the Bath 
in every time and place, like LouIb XIY., who went to 
bed in his vrig.' ^ His despotic utterances remain in 
the tones of his Chapter Orders — ' We, the Dean, do 
peremptorily command and enjoin,' etc. He marked 
his brief stay in office by special consideration of the 
interests of the Precentor, Minor Canons, and Lay 
Clerks of Westminster. When, four years afterwards, 
he died at Brighton, and was buried at St Mary's 
Newington, which he held with the See of St Asaph, 
' the Choir of Westminster Abbey attended his funeral, 
to testify their gratitude.' ^ 

Horsley was succeeded by Vincent, who had profited 
by his superior's classical criticisms whilst Horsley^ 
William was Dean, and he Headmaster. His long 

Vincent, ^ 

1802-16, connection with the Abbey, and his tomb in 
the South Transept, have been already noticed.^ Of his 
own good qualities, both as a teacher and scholar, 'the 
sepulchral stone ' (as the inscription written by himself 
records) ' is silent' His appointment was marked by 
a change in the office, which restored the Deanery of 
Westminster to its independent position. The See of 
Bochester, for almost the first time for 140 years, was 

1 Lambrthiana, iii. 203. The portrait of him at the Deanery with- 
ont the badge of the Order was evidently talLen after hia traiMlaCioD to 
St. Asaph. 

s Nichols, IT. 681. Gent. Mag, Ixxii. 586. 

" Pref . to Vincenfs Sermons, p. xxxIt. 

* Chapter IV. 
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parted from it It is said that, shortly after his nomi- 
nation, he met Greorge III. on the terrace of Windsor 
Castle. The Eang expressed his regret at the separa- 
tion of the two offices. The Dean replied that he was 
perfectly content ' If you are satisfied/ said the King, 
' I am not They ought not to have been separated — 
they ought not to have been separated.' However, they 
were, happily, never reunited, and Vincent continued 
his Westminster career in the Deanery till his death. 
' If he had had the choice of all the preferments in his 
Majesty's gift, there is none,' he said, ' that he should 
rather have had than the Deanery of Westminster.' 
His name is perpetuated in Westminster by the conver- 
sion into Vincent Square of that part of Tothill Fields 
which had been appropriated to the playground of the 
School^ From his exertions was obtained the Parlia- 
mentary grant for the reparation of the exterior of 
Henry VIL's Chapel. His scholars long remembered 
his swinging pace, his sonorous quotations, and the 
loud Latin call of Eloquere, pi(£r, eloqicere,vfith. which he 
ordered the boys to speak out They testified that at 
his lectures preparatory to the Holy Communion there 
was never known an instance of any boy treating the 
disquisition with levity, or not showing an eagerness to 
be present at, or to profit by, the lesson.^ To John 
Vincent succeeded Ireland, whose benefactions 1815-42. 
at Oxford will long preserve his name in the recollec- 
tion of grateful scholars. He is the last Dean buried 
in the Abbey. He lies in the South Transept, with his 
schoolfellow Gifford, translator of Juvenal, and first 
editor of the * Quarterly.' 

I See Lu8U8 [Vestmanast, i. p. 296. For his death, see ibid. p. 239. 
« Gent. Mag. xly, ^33. 
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* With what feelings,' says that faithful friend, ' do I trace 
the words — " the Dean of Westminster." Fivfr-and-fortj 
springs have now passed over my head since I first found 
Dr. Ireland, some years my junior, in oar little school, at 
his spelling-book. Daring this long period, oar friendship 
has been without a cloud ; my delight in youth, my pride 
and consolation in age. I have followed with an interest 
that few can feel, and none can know, the progress of my 
friend from the humble state of a curate to the elevated 
situation which he has now reached, and in every successive 
change have seen, with inexpressible delight^ his reputa- 
tion and the wishes of the public precede his advancement 
His piety, his learning, his conscientious discharge of his 
sacred duties, his unwearied zeal to promote the interests of 
all around him, will be the theme of other times and other 
pens ; it is sufficient for my happiness to have witnessed at 
the close of a career, prolonged by Infinite Goodness far be- 
yond my expectations, the friend and companion of my heart 
in that dignified place, which, while it renders his talents 
and his virtues more conspicuous, derives every advantage 
from their wider influence and exertion.' ^ 

The remaining years of this century are too recent 
for detailed remarks. The names of Carey, Page, Good- 
ThonwB enough, Williamson, and Liddell will still be 
iS^5- remembered, apart from the other spheres in 
slimueT*' ^liieh they each shone, in their benefactions 
wuberforoe, qj. improvements of Westminster School — 
BilcklSid, ®^®^ ^' ^^^ Westminster play. To Ireland 
RichiSS succeeded Turton, for a brief stay, before his 
T?e*nch*'' removal to the See of Ely. Then came one 
1856-63. whose government of Westminster, though 
overclouded at its close, has left deep traces on the 
place. If the memory of the eagles, serpents, and 

^ Preface to the Memoin of Ben Jonson^ by William Gifford, p. 72. 
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monkeys, which crowded the Deanery in Dean Buck- 
land's geological reign, awake a grotesque reminiscence, 
his active concern in the welfare of the School, his keen 
interest in the tombs — we must add, the very stones and 
soil — of the Abbey, have been rarely equalled amongst 
his predecessors. The two remaining Deans became Pre- 
lates, whose names belong to the history and to the 
literature of England. But their memory is too fresh to 
be touched. 

There are a few occasional solemnities to be noticed 
before we part from the general history. Baptisms 
and marriages have been comparatively rare. Mar- 
riages, which were occasionally celebrated in Henry 
VIL's Chapel, were discontinued after the passing of Lord 
Hardwicke's Act in 1754, and were only revived within 
the last ten years. Confirmations have been confined 
to the celebration of that rite for the Westminster 
School, by some Bishop connected with Westminster, 
appointed for the purpose by the Dean. Ordinations 
have very rarely ^ taken place in the Abbey. Of episco- 
pal consecrations the most notable instances have been 
mentioned as we have proceeded. After their sudden 
and striking accumulation at the Restoration, they 
gradually died away.^ It was reserved for c<m««c»- 
this century to witness the reintroduction of cofonLi 
the rite in a more imposing form, not as before ^^^^^ 
in the Chapel of the Infirmary, or of Henry VIT., but 
in the Choir of the Abbey itself. This change coincides 

^ Berides that of Femur bj Land, there was one bj the Bishop of 
Bangor (Roberts), Sept. 4, 1660, in Henrjr YII-'s Chapel (Evelyn's 
Memoin, ii. 153), and by Sprat in 1689 (Statutes of King's College, 
Cambridge, p. xxr). 

^ The only one in the last centory was Bishop Dawes of Chester on 
Febmary 8, 1708; and the discontinuance of the ceremony is rendered 
more significant from the fact, that the consecration of another Bishop 
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with the extension of the Colonial Episcopate^ which 
marked the administration of Archbishop Howley, a 
movement which doubtless contained from the bc^- 
ning a germ of future mischief,' but which was pro- 
jected with the best intentions, and often with the best 
results. The first of these, in 1842, included the Bishops 
of Barbadoes, Antigua, Guiana, Gibraltar, and Tasmania. 
This was followed in 1847 by the consecration of three 
Australian Bishops, and the first Bishop of South Africa, 
Bobert Gray, Bishop of Capetown, and in 1850 by that of 
Francis Fulf ord, Bishop of Montreal, who both became 
subsequently known from the controversies, political and 
theological, in which they were involved. On Ascen- 
sion Day, 1858, was consecrated George Lynch Cotton, 
Bishop of Calcutta. Years afterwards, from the shores 
from which he never returned, he wrote with a touch- 
ing fervour of the scenes he had known so well to the 
friend who had meanwhile become the head of 'that 
noblest and grandest of English Churches, the one to 
which in historical and religious interests even Cante^ 
bury must yield, the one in which,* he adds, ' I wor- 
shipped as a boy, in which I was confirmed, and in 
which I was consecrated to the great work of my life.' 
In 1859, the first Bishops of Columbia, Brisbane, and St 
Helena, and, in 1863, two missionary Bishops of Central 
Africa and of the Orange River Free State, were conse- 
crated. It was not till 1859 that the practice of conse- 
crating in the Abbey the Bishops of English sees was 

of Chester (Peploe), April 12, 1726, took place at Westminster, Dot in 
the Ahbej, bat in the parish charch of St. Margaret. 

1 Its main promoter, Ernest Hawkins, for many jears Secretsiy of 
the Society for the Propagation of the Grospel, after finding a f^ 
years' respite from his labonrs in the Precincts of Westminster, now 
lies in the East Cloister. 

3 See the last letter of Dr. Arnold, May 22, 1S42; Life, p. 604. 
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levived, in the case of Bangor. In 1864 and 1868 fol- 
lowed those of Ely and Hereford. The year 1869 began 
and ended with a remarkable consecration. On Feb. 24, 
a distinguished Canon and benefactor of Westminster 
(Dr. Wordsworth), attended by the two houses of Convo- 
cation then sittmg, was consecrated to the See of Lincoln 
in the same Precincts where his illustrious predeces- 
sor, St. Hugh, had been raised to the same office. On 
Dec. 21, under protest from the same Prelate, and three 
others, was consecrated to the See of Exeter, the worthy 
successor of Arnold at Bugby (Dr. Temple), who, after 
an opposition similar to that which, no doubt, would 
have met his predecessor's elevation, entered on his 
Episcopal duties with a burst of popular enthusiasm 
such as has haidly fallen to the lot of any English 
Prelate since the Bef ormation. In the interval between 
those two (on Oct. 28), Dr. Moberly was consecrated 
to the See of Salisbury. On St. Mark's Day (April 25), 
1879, was consecrated to the See of Durham the scholar 
who has erected the modem Cambridge school of theol- 
ogy — Joseph Lightfoot No Bishop of Durham had 
been consecrated in the South since Balph Flambard, in 
1099, in St. Paul's. 

We must cast a glance backwards over the history of 
the whole fabric during this period. The aversion from 
mediaeval architecture and tradition had indeed Decline of 

medueyal 

been allowed here, as elsewhere in Europe, its ^'^to- 
full scope. Not only in the monuments, as we have 
already seen, but in the general neglect of the beauty 
of the fabric, had this sentiment made itself manifest 
The Westminster boys were allowed 'to skip from 
tomb to tomb in the Confessor's Chapel/ ^ On Sundays 
the town boys sate in the Sacrarium, doubtless not 

1 ^lalcolm, p. 167. 

VOL. III. — 16 
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without injoiy to the predoos mosaic paYement There 
was also ' playing at football, in some of the most cori- 
OQS parts of the Abbey, by the men appointed to show 
them.'^ The scenery of the Westminster Play was 
kept in the Trif oriom of the North Transept.^ There 
was a thoroughfare from Poets' Comer to the western 
door, and to the Cloisters.' The South Transept was 
a 'newswalk' for the singing men^ and their friends. 
The poor of St Margaret's b^ged in the Abbey even 
during Prayers,* as they had, ever since the time of 
Elizabeth, had their food laid out in the South Tran- 
sept during the sermon, till within the memory of 
man.^ Before the Bestoration the right and emolu- 
ments of showing the tombs was conferred by patent 
for life on private individuals. After the fiestoration, 
this was made dependent on the pleasure of the Chapter. 
From 1697 down to 1822, the right was transferred to 
the Minor Canons and Lay Vicars, who thus eked out 
their insufficient incomes. The memory of old inhabi- 
tants of the Cloisters still retains the figure of an aged 
Minor Canon, who on Sundays preached two-thirds of 
the sermons in the course of the year, and on week-days 
sate by the tomb of the Princess Catharine, collecting 
from the visitors the fee of two shillings a head, with 
his tankards of ale beside himJ The income of the 

1 Gent. Mag. had. pt. ii. pp. 101, 623. 

> Till Aprii 27, 1829, when they caught fire. From this dates the 
institntion of the nightly watchmen. ( Gent. Mag. pt i. pp. 3S3, 460.) 

* Malcolm, pp. 163, 167. The iron gate which now stands bj 
Andre's monument originally stood by that of Bell, and was opened 
after the service to allow the thoronghfare. 

* Dart, i. 41. » LmuUm Spy, p. 179. 

* Rye's England as teen hy Foreigners, p. 132. 

7 For the fees see Chapter Book, Jan. 28 and May 6, 1779, May 29, 
1823, May 6, 1825, Jane 2, 1826; Gent. Mag. 1801, pt. i. p. 328; 1826, 
pt. i. p. 343. 
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Minor Canons was further assisted by the candles 
which they carried off from the church services. The 
Waxworks formed a considerable part of the attraction.^ 
The statues over Henry VII/s Chapel had been 
taken down, lest they should fall on Members of Parlia- 
ment going to their duties.^ Those which had stood on 
the north side were stowed away in the roof .^ ' Noth- 
ing could be more stupid ' (so it was thought by the 
best judges), 'than laying statues on their backs' — 
nothing more barbarous and devoid of interest than 
the Confessor's ChapeL^ Atterbury, as we have seen, 
regarded with pleasure the debasement of the North- 
em Porch. The Wren family regarded the immense 
superiority of the Whitehall Banqueting House to 
Henry YII.'s Chapel as incontestable.'^ All manner of 
proposed changes were under discussion. One was to 
remove entirely the interesting Chapel of the Bevestry, 
with the monuments of Argyll, Gay, and Prior.* 
Another was to fill up the intercolunmiations in the 
Nave with statues. The two first were already occu- 
pied by Captain Montague and Captain Harvey.^ The 
Chapter, in 1706, petitioned Queen Anne for the Altar- 
piece once in Whitehall Chapel, then at Hampton 
Court, which later on in the century was condemned 
as ' unpardonable, tasteless, and absurd ; ' and in erect- 
ing it, the workmen broke up a large portion of the 
ancient mosaic pavement,^ and, but for the intervention 

1 See Note at end of Chapter lY. 

^ Akerman, ii. 6. 

> Ibid. ii. 2. See Gent, Mag, Ixxiii. pt. ii. p. 636 ; Neale, i. 214. 

< See the continnator of Stow. 

* Parentalia, p. 308. 

• Gent. Mag. 1772, xKi. 517. 

7 Malcolm, p. 175. 

8 Seymour's Stow, ii. 541 ; Widmore, p. 165. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



228 THE ABBEY SINCE THE REFORMATION. 

of Harley, Earl of Oxford, woiild have destroyed the 
whole. It was then proposed to remoye the screen of 
the Confessor's Chapel, and to cany back the Choir as 
far as Henry VII.'s Chapel, 'huddling up the royal 
monuments to the body of the Church or the Transepts.' ^ 
The venerable Sanctuary disappeared in 1750. The 
Gratehouse, hardly less venerable, but r^;arded as ' that 
very dismal horrid gaol,' ^ fell in 1777, before the indig- 
nation of Dr. Johnson, ' against a building so offensive 
that it ought to be pulled down, for it disgraces the 
present magnificence of the capital, and is a continual 
nuisance to neighbours and passengers.' ' The dock- 
tower of Westminster Palace was a heap of ruins.^ In 
1715 the Great Bell, which used to remind the Judges 
of Westminster of their duty, was purchased for St. 
Paul's Cathedral. On its way through Temple Bar, as 
if in indignation at being torn from its ancient home,^ 
it rolled off the carriage, and received such injury as to 
require it to be recast. The inscription round its rim 
still records that it came from the ruins of Westminster. 
The mullions of the Cloisters would have perished but 
for the remonstrance of the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood.* We have seen how narrowly the tomb of 
Aymer de Valence escaped at the erection of Wolfe's 
monument, and how, at the funeral of the Duchess of 
Northumberland, the tomb of Philippa, Duchess of 
York, was removed to make way for the family vault 

1 Gent. Mag. 1799, pt ii. p. 115 ; Walpole, yi. 223. 

8 Gwyn'B London and Westminster (1766), p. 90. Chapter Order, 
Jnly 10. 1776. 

B See Chapter Book, March 8, 1708. 

^ See London Spy, p. 187. 

A Westminster Improvements, p. 15. See Chapter V. p. 29. 

* Six windows were already gone. {Gent, Mag, 1799, pt. i. p. 
447.) 
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of the Percys, and the screen of the Chapel of St Ed- 
mund and the canopy of John of Eltham were totally 
destroyed.^ 

Tet, amidst all this neglect and misuse, as we think 
it, a feeling for the Abbey more tender, probably, than 
had existed in the time of its highest splen- q^^^ 
dour and wealth, had been gradually springing m^v^ 
up. From the close of the sixteenth century "^ 
we trace the stream of visitors, which has gone on flow- 
ing ever since. Already in the reign of Elizabeth and 
James I., distinguished foreigners were taken ' in gondo- 
las to the beautiful and large Royal Church 
called Westminster,' and saw the Chapel ' built 
eighty years ago by Bang Henry VII.,' the Eoyal 
Tombs, the Coronation Stone, the Sword of Edward III., 
and ' the English ministers in white surplices such as 
the Papists wear/ singing alternately while the organ 
played. Camden's printed book on the Monuments was 
sold by the vergers.^ Possibly (we can hardly say 
more), it was in Westminster ^ that the youthful Milton 
let his 

Dae feet never fail 

To walk the studious cloisters pale, 

And loye the high-embowed roof, 

With antick pillars massy proof, 

And storied windows richly dight, 

Casting a dim religious light. 

It is certain that, in the beginning of the next cen- 
tury, the feeling had generally spread. The coarse 
* London Spy,' when he was conveyed from the narrow 

I Gent. Mag. 1799, pt. ii. p. 733. 

^ Rye's England as teen by Foreigners, pp. 9, 10, 132, 139. 
' The choice lies between Westminster, Old St. Paul's, or King's 
College, Cambridge- 
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passage which brought him in sight of 'that ancient 
and renowned structure of the Abbey ' to which he was 
an utter stranger, could not behold the outside of the 
awful pile without reverence and amazement 'The 
whole seemed to want nothing that could render it 
truly venerable.' After going to 'afternoon prayers' 
in the Choir, 'amongst many others, to pay with rever- 
ence that duty which becomes a Christian/ and having 
'their souls elevated by the divine harmony of the 
music, far above the common pitch of their devotions,' 
they ' made an entrance into the east end of the Abbey, 
which was locked, and payed a visit to the venerable 
shrines and sacred monuments of the dead nobility ; ' 
and then 'ascended some stone steps, which brought 
them to a Chapel, that looks so far exceeding human 
excellence, that a man would think it was knit together 
by the fingers of angels, pursuant to the directions of 
Omnipotence.' ^ The testimony of Addison, Steele, and 
Goldsmith need not be repeated. Lord Hervey was 
taken by a Bishop ' to Westminster Abbey to show a 
pair of old brass gates to Henry VII.'s Chapel/ on 
which he enlarged with such ' particular detail and en- 
comium,' before George II. and Queen Caroline, that 
the intelligent Queen was ' extremely pleased and the 
King stopped the conversation short' Burke ' visited 
the Abbey soon after his arrival in town/ and 'the 
moment he entered he felt a kind of awe pervade his 
mind, which he could not describe; the very silence 
seemed sacred.' ^ Then arose the decisive verdict from 
an unexpected quarter. In Horace Walpole the despised 
mediaeval taste found its first powerful patron. 

Oh ! happy man that shows the tombs, said I, 
1 London Spy, p. 178. ^ Prior's Life of Burke, I 39. 
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was a favourite quotation of the worldly courtier.^ ' I 
love Westminster Abbey/ he writes, ' much more than 
levies and circles, and — no treason, I hope — am fond 
enough of kings as soon as they have a canopy of stone 
over them.' He was consulted by the successive Deans 
on the changes proposed in the Abbey. He prevented, 
as we have seen, the destruction of Valence's tomb, 
and ' suggested an octagon canopy of open arches, like 
Chichester Cross, to be elevated on a flight of steps 
with the Altar in the middle, and semicircular arcades 
to join the stalls, so that the Confessor's Chapel and 
tomb may be seen through in perspective.'^ In the 
whole building he delighted to see the reproduction of 
an idea which seemed to have perished. * In St Peter s 
at Bome one is convinced that it was built by great 
princes. In Westminster Abbey one thinks not of the 
builder ; the religion of the place makes the first im- 
pression, and, though stripped of its shrines and altars, 
it ia nearer converting one to Popery than all the reg- 
ular pageantry of Roman domes. One must have taste 
to be sensible of the beauties of Grecian architecture : 

1 The line is from Pope's Imitation ofDonne't Satire. 

* Then, happy man who shows the Tombs 1 ' said I, 

' He dwells amidst the royal ftimily ; 

He every day from king to king can walk. 

Of all oar Hairies, all onr Edwaida talk ; 

And get, by speaking trath of monarchs dead. 

What few can of the living— ease and bread.' 

The original in Donne is this : -^ 

* At Westminster,' 
Said I, *the man that keeps the Abbey-tombfi» 
And, for his price, doth with whoever comes 
Of all onr Hanys and our Edwards talk. 
From king to king and all their kin can walk. 
Tonr esn shall hear nought but kings ; your eyes meet 
Kings only ; the way to it is King's Street' 

2 Suggested to Dean Fearce (Walpole's Letter», vi. 223), and to 
Dean Thomas (ibid. vii. 306). 
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one only wants passion to feel Grothic. Gothic churches 
infuse sapeistition, Grecian temples admiration. The 
Papal See amassed its wealth hj Gothic cathedrals, 
and displays it in Grecian temples.'^ 

In the last years of the eighteenth century, John 
Carter, the author of 'Ancient Sculptures and Paint- 
Carter, the i^gs/ was the Old Mortality of the past glories 
•ntiqiury. ^j Wcstminstcr. There is a mixture of pathos 
and humour in the alternate lamentations oyer the ' ex- 
crescences which disfigure and destroy the fair form of 
the structure/ and ' the heartfelt satisfaction ' with which 
he hangs over the remnants of antiquity still unchanged. 
He probably was the first to recognise the singular ex- 
emption of the Abbey from the discolouring whitewash 
which, from the close of the Middle Ages, swept over 
almost all the great buildings of Europe.^ 'There is 
one religious structure in the kingdom that stands in 
its original finishing, exhibiting all those modest hues 
that the native appearance of the stone so pleasingly 
bestows. This structure is the Abbey Church of West- 
minster .... There I find my happiness the most 
complete. This Church has not been whitetDoshed' ^ 
In his complaints against the monuments setting at 
nought the old idea ' that the statues of the deceased 

1 Walpole, i. 108. 

> The practice of whitewashing was, however, not peculiar to 
modem times or Protestant countries. Even the Norman nare of 
the Abbey was whitewashed in the time of Edward in. ( Gleanings, 
53.) The pompous inscription over the door of Toledo Cathedral re- 
cords that in the jeaf after that in which ' Granada was taken with 
the whole kingdom, by the King oar Lord Don Ferdinand and Donna 
Isabella in the Archiepiscopate of the Most Reverend Lord Don Pedro 
Gonzales de Mendoza, Cardinal of Spain, and all the Jews driven oat 
from all the kin^i^oms of Castile, Arragon, and Sicily, this holy 
church was . . . repaired and whitewashed by Francis Ferdinand of 
Cnen^a, Archdeacon of Calatrava.' 

* Gent. Mag. 1799, pt ii. p. 66. 
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should front the east/^ and against the 'whimsical 
infatuation of their costumes;''^ in his ideal of the 
architect who should watch with anxious care the state 
of the innumerable parts of the pile ; ' ^ in his protest 
against Queen Anne's altar-screen, ' as ill-calculated for 
its place as a mitre in the centre of a salt-cellar;' ^ in 
his enthusiastic visions of ' religious curiosities, myriads 
of burning tapers, clouds of incense, gorgeous vestments, 
glittering insignia. Scriptural banners'^ — we see the 
first rise of that wave of antiquarian, aesthetic, architec- 
tural sentiment which has since overspread the whole 
of Christendom. Its gradual advance may be detected 
even in the dry records of the Chapter,® and has gone 
on, with increasing volume, to our own time. The 
Chapel of Henry VII., on the appeal of Dean Vincent, 
was repaired by Parliament. The houses on the north 
side of the Chapel were pulled down J He too removed 
the huge naval monuments which obstructed the pillars 
of the Nave.® The North Transept, at the petition of 
the Speaker, was for a time used ^ for a service for the 
children of the school in Orchard Street. Free admis- 
sion was given to the larger part of the Abbey under 



1 Gent. Mag. 1799, pp. 669, 670. ^ Ibid. p. 1016. 

» Ibid. pt. ii. p. 735. * Ibid. p. 736. 

B Ibid. pt. ii. p. 861. 

No monnment was to be erected before snbmitting a drangbt of it 
to the Chapter. (Chapter Book, May 16, 1729.) The erection of 
Monk's monnment was at first ' unanimoosly ' prevented, 'as hiding 
the carious workmanship of Henry VII.'s Chapel.' (Ibid. January I, 
1739.) No monument was henceforth to be attached to any of the 
pillars. (Ibid. June 6, 1807.) The shield and saddle of Henry V. 
were restored to their place over the King's tomb. {Gent. Mag. 1799, 
pt. i. p. 880.) 

7 Chapter Book, 1804. Conti's We$tnitntter, p. 268. 

• Vincent's Sermons, vol. i. Pref. p. liii. 

9 Dec. 28, 1812. 
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Dean Ireland.^ The TranBepts were opened to the 
Choir under Dean Buckland. The Nave was used for 
special evening services under Dean Trench. The 
Reredos, of alabaster and mosaic, was raised under the 
care of the Subdean (Lord John Thynne), to whose 
watchful zeal for more than thirty years the Abbey was 
so greatly indebted. Future historians must describe 
the vicissitudes of taste, and the improvements of 
opportunities, which may mark the concluding years of 
the nineteenth century. 

Two general reflections may close this imperfect 
sketch of Westminster Abbey before and since the 
Reformation : — 

I. It would ill become those who have inherited the 
magnificent pile which has been entrusted to their care 
to undervalue the grandeur of the age which could have 
produced an institution capable of such complex devel- 
opment, and a building of such matchless beauty. 
Here, as often, ' other men have laboured, and we have 
entered into their labours.* But — comparing the 
Abbots with the Deans and Headmasters of Westmin- 
ster, the Monks with the Prebendaries, and with the 
Scholars of the College — the benefits which have been 
conferred on the literature and the intelligence of 
compensft. England since the Reformation may fairly 
tionofgifte. ^^ weighed in the balance against the archi- 
tectural prodigies which adorned the ages before. Whilst 
the dignitaries of the ancient Abbey, as we have seen, 
hardly left any moral or intellectual mark on their age, 
there have been those in the catalogue of former Deans, 
Prebendaries, and Masters — not to speak of innumer- 

^ Authorised guides were first appointed in 1826, and the nave and 
transepts opened, and the fees lowered in 1841, at the suggestion of 
Lord John Thynne. 
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able names among the scholars of Westminster — who 
will probably never cease to awaken a recollection as 
long as the British commonwealth lasts. The English 
and Scottish Confessions of 1561 and 1643, the English 
Prayer Book of 1662, and the American Prayer Book of 
1789 — which derived their origin, in part at least, from 
our Precincts — have, whatever be their defects, a more 
enduring and lively existence than any result of the 
mediaeval Councils of Westminster. And if these same 
Precincts have been disturbed by the personal contests 
of Williams and Atterbury, and by the unseemly con- 
tentions of Convocation, more than an equivalent is 
found in the violent scenes in St Catherine's Chapel, 
the Intrigues attendant on the election of the Abbots, 
and the deplorable scandals of the Sanctuary. Abbot 
Feckenham believed that,^ ' so long as the fear and 
dread of the Christian name remained in England, the 
privilege of sanctuary in Westminster would remain 
undisturbed.' We may much more confidently say, 
that ' as long as the fear and dread of Christian justice 
and charity remain,' those unhappy privileges will 
never be restored, either here or anywhere else.^ These 
dififerences, it is true, belong to the general advance of 
knowledge and power which has pervaded the whole of 
England since the sixteenth century. But not the less 
are they witnesses to the value of the Reformation — 

1 See Appendix to Chapter VL 

^ For the moral state of the district surronndiog the Ahbej before 
and since the Reformation, a brief sketch has been given bj one whose 
lifelong residence, and persevering promotion of all good works in 
the neighbourhood, well entitle him to the name of ' the Lay Bishop 
of Westminster.' See a statement published in 1850, by Sir William 
Page Wood (afterwards Lord Hatherley), with a Preface on the West- 
minster Spiritoal Aid Fund, which was then set on foot and since 
kept np by the unwearied energy of Dr. Christopher Wordsworth^ 
then Canon of Westminster, now Bishop of Lincoln. 
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not the less a compensation for the inevitable loss of 
those marvellous gifts, which passed away from Europe, 
Catholic and Protestant alike, with the close of the 
Middle Ages. 

What is yet in store for the Abbey none can say. 
Much, assuredly, remains to be done to place it on a 
level with the increasing demands of the human mind, 
with the changing wants of the English people, with 
the never-ending ' enlargement of the Church,' for which 
every member of the Chapter is on his installation 
pledged to labour.^ 

It is the natural centre of religious life and truth, if not 
to the whole metropolis, at least to the city of West- 
minster. It is the peculiar home of the entire Anglo- 
Saxon race, on the other side of the Atlantic no less 
than on this. It is endeared both to the conforming 
and to the nonconforming members of the National 
Church. It combines the full glories of Medieval and 
of Protestant England. It is of all our purely ecclesi- 
astical institutions the one which most easUy lends itself 
to union and reconcilation, and is with most difficulty 
turned to party or polemical uses. By its history, its 
position, and its independence, it thus becomes in the 
highest and most comprehensive sense — what it has 
been well called — ' the Fortress of the Church of Eng- 
land,' ' if only its garrison be worthy of it Whilst West- 
minster Abbey stands, the Church of England stands. 

1 "That those things which he hath piomifled, and which his dutj 
requires, he may faithfnllj perform, to the praise and gloiy of the 
name of God, and the enlargement of His Chorch.* — Prayer at the In- 
stallation of a Dean or a Canon. 

3 ' Westminster Abbey is the fortress of the Church of England, 
and yon are its garrison/ was the saying of a wise foreign King in 
speaking to a modem Dean of Westminster. ' In vain has this splen- 
did chorch been bnilt and scnlptnred anew,' was the like saying, 
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So long as its stones are not sold to the first chance 
purchaser; so long as it remains a sanctuary, not of 
any private sect, but of the English people ; so long as 
the great Council of the nation which assisted at its 
first dedication recognises its religious purpose — so 
long the separation between the English State and the 
English Church will not have been accomplished. 

IL This leads us to remember that the one common 
element which binds together, * by natural piety,* the 
past changes and the future prospects of the continuity 
Abbey, has been the intention, carried on from ^^'^o™^*?- 
its Founder to the present day, that it should be a 
place dedicated for ever to the worship of God. Whilst 
the interest in the other events and localities of the 
building has slackened with the course of time, the 
interest connected with its sacred services has found 
expression in all the varying forms of the successive 
vicissitudes which have passed over the religious mind 
of England. The history of the * Altar ' * of Westmin- 
ster Abbey ia almost the history of the English Church. 

though in a somewhat different mood, of Heniy m. to its conten- 
tions Abbot, ' if the living stones of its head and membeis are engaged 
in onseemlj strife.' {Matt. Paris, a.d. 1250.) 

1 The popular name of 'Altar' is nowhere applied to the Holy 
Table in the Liturgy or Articles. But it is used of the Table of 
Westminster Abbej in the Coronation Service issued by order of the 
Privy CouncU at the banning of each reign. It is there preserved 
with other antique customs which have disappeared everywhere else. 
In no other place, and on no other occasion, could the word be applied 
so consistently with the tenor of the Reformed Liturgy. If an Altar 
be a place of Sacrifice, and if (as is well known) the only Sacrifices 
acknowledged in the English Prayer Book are those of praise and 
thanksgiving, and still more emphatically of human hearts and lives — 
then there is a certain fitness in this one application of the name ot 
Altar. For here it signifies the place and time in which are offered 
up the Sacrifice of the Prayers and thanksgivings of the whole Eng- 
lish nation, and the Sacrifice of the highest life in this church and 
realm, to the good of man and the honour of God. 
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The MonnmentB and Chapels have remained compara- 
tively unchanged except by the natural decay of time. 
The Holy Table and its accompaniments alone have 
Th« Altar kept pace with the requirements of each suo- 
cent^, ceeding period. The simple feeling of the 
early Middle Ages was represented in its original posi- 
tion, when it stood, as in most churches of 

of th« 18th, 

that time, at the eastern extremity. In the 
changes of the thirteenth century, which so deeply 
affected the whole framework of Christian doctrine, the 
new veneration for the local saint and for the Virgin 
Mother, whilst it produced the Lady Chapel and the 
Confessor's Shrine, thrust forward the High Altar to 
its present place in front of St Edward's ChapeL The 
foreign art of the period left its trace in the richly- 
painted frontal,^ the only remnant of the gorgeous 

Mediaeval Altar.^ When, in the fifteenth ccd- 

of the 16fh, 

tury, reflecting the increasing divisions and 
narrowing tendencies of Christendom, walls of partition 
sprang up everywhere across the Churches of the West, 
the Screen was erected which parted asunder the Altar 
of theBefop- ^^^ ^^® whole eastcm portion of the Abbey. 
vaauon, ^^ ^^q Reformation and during the Common- 
wealth, the wooden movable Table • which was brought 
down into the body of the Church, reproduced, though 
of the Ret- by a probably undesigned conformity , the 
!f Quwa primitive custom both of East and West. Its 
-^n*' return to its more easterly position marks the 

triumph of the Laudian usages under the Stuarts. Its 
adornment by the sculptures and marbles of Queen 
Anne follows the development of classical art in that 

1 The fate of the Altar and the Tahle in Henry YIL's Chapel has 
been already described in p. 207. ^ Gleaningt, 105-1 1 1. 

* This Table is probably the one now in the Confessor's Chapel. 
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our Augustan age.^ The plaster restoration of the origi- 
nal Screen by Bemasconi, in 1824, indicates the first 
faint rise of the revival of Gothic art At its elevation 
was present a young architect,^ whose name ofthei»th 
has since been identified with the full de- ««>*»»^- 
velopment of the like taste in our own time, and who 
in the design of the new Screen and new altar, erected 
in 1867, has united the ancient forms of the fifteenth 
century with the simpler and loftier faith of the nine- 
teentL And now the contrast of its newness and 
youth with the venerable mouldering forms around it, is 
but the contrast of the perpetual growth of the soul of 
religion with the stationary or decaying memories of 
its external accompaniments. We sometimes think 
that it is the Transitory alone which changes, the 
Eternal which stands stilL Bather the Transitory 
stands still, fades, and falls to pieces : the Eternal con- 

1 This Altarpieoe, once at Whitehall, and then at Hampton Conrt, 
was then, through the influence of Lord Godolphin, giyen bj Queen 
Anne to the Abbey, where it remained tiU the reign of George IV. 
(See Neale, ii. 38 ; Plate xlii.) The order for its removal appears in 

the Chapter Book, May 29, 1828; j ^jjw 9^^' \ 1824. It was then 

given by Dr. King, Bishop of Rochester, who had been Prebendary of 
Westminster, to the parish church of Burnham, near Bridgewater, of 
which he had been vicar, and in which it still remains. 

* This was Sir Gilbert Scott's earliest recollection of Westminster 
Abbey. The friease in the new Screen has been filled by Mr. Armstead 
with groups representing the Life of our Lord ; the larger niches with 
St. Peter and St. Paul as the patron saints of the Church, and Moses 
and David as representing the lawgivers and the poets ; the smaller 
niches with the four Prophets, supporting the four Evangelists. The 
mosaic of the Last Supper is by Salviati, from a design of Messrs. 
Clayton and BelL The cedar table was carved by Farmer and Brind- 
ley, with biblical subjects suggested by Archdeacon (since Bishop) 
Wordsworth. The black marble slab (originally ordered March 23, 
1824, and apparently taken from the tomb of Anne of Cleves) is the 
only part of the former structure remaining. The work was erected 
chiefly from the payments of the nnmeious visitors at the Great Exhi- 
bition of 1862. 
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tinues, by changing its fonn in accordance with the 
movement of advancing ages. 

The successive Pulpits of the Abbey, if not equally 
expressive of the changes which it has witnessed, carry 
Thfl Poipit on the sound of many voices, heard with delight 
Abboto, and wonder in their time. No vestige remains 
of the old mediaeval platform whence the Abbots urged 
oftheTodor the rcluctaut court of Henry III. to the Cru- 
of the ' sades. But we have still the fragile structure 
DiTinM, from which Cranmer must have preached at 
the coronation and funeral of lus royal godson ; ^ and 
the more^ elaborate carving of that which resounded 
with the passionate appeals, at one time of Baxter, 
Howe, and Owen, at other times of Heylin, Williams, 
South, and Barrow. That from which was poured 
oftbeisui fo^h the oratory of the Deans of the eigh- 
century, tccnth ccutury, from Atterbury to Horsley, is 
now in TrottersclifTe ^ church, near Maidstone. The 
<rftt«i»^ marble pulpit in the Nave, given in 1859 to 
the Neve, commcmorate the beginning of the Special 
Services, through which Westminster led the way in 
re-animating the silent naves of so many of our Cathe- 
drals, has thus been the chief vehicle of the varied 
teaching of those who have been well called ' the People's 
Preachers : * ' Vox quidem dissona, sed una religio.' * 

It may be said that these sacred purposes are shared 
by the Abbey with the humblest church or chapel in the 
kingdom. But there is a peculiar charm added to the 
thought here, by the reflection that on it, as on a thin 

1 Now in Heniy VII.'s Chapel. 

* Now in the Triforinm. 

* In its stead, in 1827, was erected in the Choir another, which in 
1851 was remored to Shoreham, to gire place to the present 

* St. Jerome, Opp, i. p. 82. 
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(at timefi almost invisible) thread, has hung every other 
interest which has accumulated around the building. 
Break that thread; and the whole structure becomes 
an unmeaning labyrinth. Extinguish that sacred fire ; 
and the arched vaults and soaring pillars would assume 
the sickly hue of a cold artifical Valhalla, and ' the rows 
of warriors and the walks of kings' would be trans- 
formed into the conventional galleries of a lifeless 
museum. 

By the secret nurture of individual souls, which have 
found rest in its services ^ or meditated ^ in its silent 
nooks, or been inspired, whether in the thick of battle, 
or in the humblest ' walks of life, by the thought or the 
sight of its towers ; by the devotions of those who in 

1 'I went,* wrote De Foe, on Sept. 24, 1725, 'into the Abbej, and 
there I found the Royal tombs and the Monuments of the Dead le- 
maining and increased; but the gazers, the readers of the epitaphs, 
and the conntiy kdies to see the tombs were strangely decreased in 
number. Nay, the appearance of the Choir was diminished ; for set- 
ting aside the families of the clergy resident and a very few more, the 
place was forsaken. '' Well** said I, ** then a man may be devout with 
the less disturbance ; *' so I ufent in^ said my prayers, and then took a 
walk in the park.* ( Works, iii 427.) 

'^ So, amongst others, the poet-painter Blake. Sir Henry Taylor 
describes the first visit of Webster, the American orator, to West- 
minster Abbey. 'He walked in, looked about him, and burst into 
tears.' {English Poets, ii. p. 231.) 

* See the touching story of the famous Baptist Missionaiy Marsh- 
man, who began his career as a bookseller's shop-boy : — 

' The labour of trudging through the streets, day by day, with a 
heavy parcel of books, became at length disheartening; and having 
been one day sent to the Duke of Grafton with three folio vols, of 
Clarendon's History, he began to give way to melancholy, and cu he 
passed Westminster Alihey laid down the load and sobbed at the thought 
that there was no higher prospect before him in life than that of being 
a bookseller's porter ; but looking up at the building, and recalling to mind 
the noble associations connected with it, he brushed away his tears, replaced 
the load on his shoulders, and walked on with a light heart, determined to 
bide his time,' — The story of Carey, Marshman, and Ward, by John 
Clark Marshman, p. 47. 
VOL. III. — 16 
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former times, it may be in much ignorance, have had 
their faith kindled by dubious shrine or relic ; or, in 
after days, caught here the impassioned words of 
preachers of every school; or have drunk in the 
strength of the successive forms of the English Lituigy : 
— by these and such as these, one may almost say, 
through all the changes of language and government, 
this giant fabric has been sustained, when the leaders 
of the ecclesiastical or political world would have let 
it pass away. 

It was the hope of the Founder, and the belief of his 
age, that on St. Peter's Isle of Thorns was planted a 
ladder, on which angels might be seen ascending and 
descending from the courts of heaven. What is fan- 
tastically expressed in that fond dream has a solid 
foundation in the brief words in which the most majes- 
tic of English divines has described the nature of 
Christian worship. ' What,' he says, ' is the assembling 
of the Church to learn, but the receiving of angels 
descended from above — what to pray, but the sending 
of angels upwards ? His heavenly inspirations and our 
holy desires are so many angels of intercourse and com- 
merce between God and us. As teaching bringeth us 
to know that Grod is our Supreme Truth, so prayer 
testifieth that we acknowledge Him our Sovereign 
Good.'i 

Such a description of the purpose of the Abbey, 
when understood at once in its fulness and simplicity, 
is, we may humbly trust, not a mere illusion. Not 
surely in vain did the architects of successive genera- 
tions raise this consecrated edifice in its vast and 
delicate proportions, more keenly appreciated in this 
our day than in any other since it first was built ; 
1 Hooker's Ecd. Pol. ▼. 28. 
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designed, if ever were any forms on earth, to lift the 
soul heavenward to things unseen. Not surely in vain 
has our English language grown to meet the highest 
ends of devotion with a force which the rude native 
dialect and barbaric Latin of the Confessor's age could 
never attain. Not surely for idle waste has a whole 
world of sacred music been created, which no ear of 
Norman or Plantagenet ever heard, nor skill of Saxon 
harper or Celtic minstrel ever achieved. Not surely 
for nothing has the knowledge of the will of Grod 
steadily increased, century by century, through the 
better understanding of the Bible, of history, and of 
nature. Not in vain, surely, has the heart of man kept 
its freshness whilst the world has been waxing old, and 
the most restless and inquiring intellects clung to the 
belief that 'the Everlasting arms are still beneath us,' 
and that 'prayer is the potent inner supplement of 
noble outward life.' Here, if anywhere, the Christian 
worship of England may labour to meet both the 
strength and the weakness of succeeding ages, to inspire 
new meaning into ancient forms, and embrace within 
itself each rising aspiration after all greatness, human 
and Divine. 

So considered, so used, the Abbey of Westminster 
may become more and more a witness to that one 
Sovereign Good, to that one Supreme Truth, a shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land, a haven of rest in this 
tumultuous world, a breakwater for the waves upon 
waves of human hearts and souls which beat unceas- 
ingly around its island shores. 
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ACXJOUNT OF THE SEARCH FOR THE GRAVE OF 

KINQ JAMES I. 

1 T is obvionB that the inteiest of a great national cemetery 
-^ like Westminster Abbey depends, in great measure, on 
the knowledge of the exact spots where the illustrious dead 
repose. Strange to say, this was not so easy to ascertain as 
might have been expected, in some of the instances where 
certainty was most to be desired. Not only, as has been 
already noticed, has no monument, since the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, been raised over any regal grave, but the ^h^ ^^^^^ 
Royal vaults were left without any name or mark 5^? y^^it of 
to indicate their position. In two cases, however ^^^'k* ^^ 
— the Georgian vault in the centre of the Chapel, and that 
of Charles II. in the south aisle — the complete and exact 
representation in printed works, and in the Burial Registers, 
left no doubt; and over these accordingly, in 1866, for the 
first time, the names of the Royal personages were inscribed 
immediately above the sites of their graves. 

It also happened that both of these vaults had been visited 
within the memory of man. Whilst the Geoigian vault had 
been seen in 1837, when it was opened by Dean Milman,^ 

1 See Chapter HI. There is an interesting description of this 
vault in Knight's Windsor Guide (1825), pp. IS7, 18S, as seen on the 
lemoTal of Prince Alfred and Prince Octavins. 

In connection with this yaolt it may be remarked that the central 
part of the marble floor is nnlike the ends east and west. Perhaps the 
foUowing conjecture (famished by Mr. Poole) maj explain this irrega- 
laritf. Preenming that in 1699, when, as recorded on the pavement, 
it was arranged for Prebendary Killigrew, the whole of the area was 
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for the lemoYal of an infiBuit child of the King of Hanover ; 
the vault of Charles II. was accidentally disclosed in 1867, 
in the process of laying down the apparatus for warming the 
Chapel of Henry VII. 

In removing for this purpose the ruhhish under the floor 
of the fourth or eastern bay of the south stalls a brick arch 
The Taoit of ^^ found. From its position it was evident that 
ChAriMiL If. y^^ |.}^Q entrance to a vault made prior to the 
erection of the monument of General Monk, as well as of the 
stalls of the eastern bays in 1725. A small portion of the 
brickwork was removed, so as to effect an entrance sufficiently 
large to crawl in a horizontal posture into the vault. 

There was an incline toward the south, ending on a flight 
of five steps terminating on the floor of the chamber. Under- 
neath a barrel vault of stone, laid as close as possible, side by 
side, and filling the whole space of the lower chamber from 
east to west, were the coffins of Charles II., Mary II., Wil- 
liam III., Prince George of Denmark, and Anne,^ with the 

formed of the same large lozenges of black and white marble as ars 
now at the ends onlj, and that in 1737, when the large ranlt was 
formed by King George U., and nearly all the marble was necosnarily 
taken np, moch of it mnst have been broken and otherwise injored. 
(This has been fonnd experimentally to be the unavoidable conse- 
quence of removing any of the pavement) In order to ntiliae the 
parts that were so injured, it would be necessary to reduce the siae 
of the broken lozenges, and thereby alter the design. Therefore, the 
original uninjured lozenges were relaid at each end, and the broken 
ones reduced and relaid to what was necessarily a different design, in 
the middle of the floor and above the direct descent into the vaniL 
The number of reduced lozenges nearly coincides with the original 
number of large lozenges displaced. 

1 (1) COFFIN-PLATE OF KING CHARLES II. 

Depositum 

Augustissimi et Serenissimi Principis 

Caroli Secnndi 

AnglisB, Scotis, Francite et Hibemis Regis, 

Fidei Defensoris, etc. 

Obiit sexto die Feb' anno D" 1684, 

^tatis sue quinquagesimo quiuto, 

Regnique sui tricesimo septimo. 
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osual oiiis at the feet, exactly corresponding with the plan in 
Dart's 'Westminster Abbey.' The wooden cases were de- 
cayed, and the metal fittings to their tops, sides, and angles 
were mostly loose or Mien. The lead of some of the coffins, 
especially that of Charles 11. , was much corroded ; and in 
this case the plate had thus fEdlen sideways into the interior 
of the coffin. The inscriptions were examined, and found to 

(2) COFFIN-PLATE OF QUEEN MABY U. 

Maria Regina 

Gulielmi III. 

M.B. F.H.R. F.D. 

Conjnx et Regni Conaon 

Obiit A. B. VI. 

Dec. xxYiii. 

^t. XXXII. 

On the am: — 

Depoflitum 

BeginsB Maria II. 

Uxoris 

Galielmi in. 

(3) COFFIN-PLATE OF WILLIAM IH. 

Gulielmns m. 

DeiGra: 

M.B. F.H.B. F.D. 

Obiit A.B. XIV. 

A.D. MDGCi. Mar. viii. 

JEit, Lii. ineunte. 

(4) COFFm-PLATE OF PBINCE GEOBGE OF BENMABK. 

DepoBitmn 
UliiBtiiseiini et Celsissimi Principis Georgii, Dania et Norregia, neo- 
non Grothoram et yandaloznin Principis Hereditarii Slesreci Holsatia, 
Stonnaria Dithmarsia et Cnmbria ducis, Oldenbnrgi Delmenhorsti et 
Candalia Comitis : Ockinghamia Baronis, Serenieaimi ac Potentissimi 
Christiaoi, ejus nominis Qainti, nnper Dania et Norvegia, etc. Begis 
FiatriB nnici : ac Serenissima et Excellentissima Principis Anna, Dei 
gratia Magna Britannia, Francia, et Hibemia Begina, Fidei Defen- 
Boris, etc. Mariti prachariasimi : omnium Begina exercitnum tarn 
man qnam terris F^fecti Sapremi, Magna Britannia et Hibemia, 
etc. Snmmi Admiralli, Begalia Castri Dnbris Constabnlarii et Gnber- 
natoris, ac Quinqne Portmim Cnatodis, Begia Majestati a sanctioribos 
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agree almost exactly with those in the burial books, and with 
those in Neale's 'Westminster Abbey.' The plates are of 
copper gilt, except that of Charles II., which was of solid 
silver. The ornamental metal fittings are expensively and 
tastefully wrought, especially those of Queen Mary. 

It is curious to observe the extreme simplicity of the in- 
scriptions of William IIL and his Queen, — in which, doubt- 

coiLsiliis, nobilissimiqae Ordinia Aiire« Periscelidis Eqnitis. Nati Haf- 
nis, Danis Metrop. IL ApriliB 1653, Denad Keniingtonis 2S Octobris 
1708, flBtatu Blue 56. 







(5) COFFIN-PLATE OF QUEEN ANNE. 

Depoeitam 

Serenissime Potentiflsime et 

ExceUentiflfiimse Principis Anii« 

Dei Gratia Magnae BritanniflB 

Francis et Hibemite Regins 

Fidei Defensoris. etc. 
Nate in Palatio Sti. Jacobi die 

Febraarii 166}, denatis 
KeDsingtonite primo die Angnsti 

1714, etatis sase qainqaa- 
geeimo, regniqne decimo tertio. 
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less by the King's wish, the barest initials were deemed suffi- 
cient to indicate the grandest titles, — and also to contrast 
this with the elaborate details eonceming the insignificant 
consort of Queen Anne. 

This accidental disclosure was the only opportunity which 
had been obtained of verifying the exact positions of any of 
the Royal graves; and the process of placing inscriptions in 
the other parts of the Chapel was suspended, from the uncer- 
tainty which was encountered at almost every turn. 

It was in the close of 1868, that Mr. Doyne C. Bell, of the 
Privy Purse Office, Buckingham Palace, who was engaged in 
an investigation of the Royal interments, called my attention 
to the singular discrepancies of the narratives and documents 
relating to the grave of James I. and his Queen. Perplexity 
According to Keepe,^ writing in 1681, only fifty-six Sfu^wfof 
years after the burial of James, they were interred ^*^^ ^ 
together ' in a vault on the north side of the tomb of King 
Henry YIL' Crull,* in 1722, repeats the same statement 
Dart, in 1723, is more precise, but not consistent with him- 
self. In one passage ' he describes them as ' deposited in a 
vault at the east end of the north aisle ' (apparently beside 
the monuments of their two infeknt daughters) ; in another,^ 
that they ' rest in a vault by the old Duke of Buckingham's 
[Sheffield's] tomb,' he writes * 8 ft. 10 in. long, 4 ft. 1 in. wide, 
3 feet high.' The urn of Anne of Denmark he describes as 
being in Monk's vault, and conjectures that it was ' placed 
there when this vault was opened for the bones of Edward Y. 
and his brother.' The Great Wardrobe Accounts speak gen- 
erally of their interment in Henry VII.'s Chapel — but with 
no specific information, except what is furnished by an ac- 
count ' For labour and charges in opening the vault wherein 
His Migesty's body is laid, and for taking down and setting 
up again the next partition in the Choir, and divers great 
pews of wainscot and divers other seats.' These arrange- 
ments seemed to point to the north aisle, where the partitions 

1 P. 103. a P. 113. » I. p. 167. • U. p. 54. 
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might have beon vemoved for the sake of mtroducing the 
cofi&xiB. The MSS. lecoidB at the Heialds' College, usually 
so precise, are entirely silent as to the spot of the King's in- 
terment, but state that the Qneen was buried in ' a little 
chapel at the top of the stairs leading into King Henry VlL's 

Chapel, called ,' (and here the clerk, having carefully 

ruled two pencil lines in order to insert the correct descrip- 
tion of the chapel, has left them blank). 

These accounts, though proyokingly yague, all pointed to a 
Tault common to the King and Queen, and on the north side 
of the Chapel, though diverging in their iudications either of 
a vault at the entrance of the north aisle ; or at the east end 
of the same aisle ; or in the chapel by the Sheffield monu- 
ment. The only statement to the contrary was one brief line 
in the Abbey register, to the effect that King James L was 
buried 'in King Henry YII.'s vault' Even this was contra- 
dicted by an entry in 1718, apparently indicating the place 
of the coffin of Anne of Denmark as on the north side of the 
Chapel, in a vault of the same dimensions as those given in 
Dart Therefore, when compared with the printed narra- 
tives, this meagre record was naturally thought to indicate 
nothing more than either Henry VIL's Chapel generally, or 
else some spot at the north-east, adjoining the Tudor vault, 
where, accordingly, as the nearest approach to reconciling the 
conflicting statements, the names of James I. and his Queen 
had in 1866 been conjecturally placed. When, however, my 
attention was thus more closely called to the ambiguity of 
the several records, I determined to take the opportunity of 
resolving this doubt with several others, arising, as I have 
already indicated, from the absence of epitaphs or precise 
records. In the anticipation of some such necessity, and at 
the same time in accordance with the long-established usage 
of the Abbey, as well as from a sense of the sacredness of the 
responsibility devolving on the guardian of the Boyal Tombs, 
I had three yean before entered into communication with 
the then Secretary of State, and obtained from him a general 
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approyal of any inyestigation which hiBtorical leseaich might 
lender desiiable, I further receiyed the sanction on this 
occasion of the Lord Chamberlain, and also of the First 
Commissioner of Public Works, as representing Her Migestj, 
in the charge of the Eoyal monuments. The excayations 
were made under the directions of Mr. Gilbert Scott, the 
architect, and Mr. Poole, the master mason of the Abbey, 
on the spots most likely to lead to a result. 

The first attempt was at the north-eastern angle of Henry 
YII.'s tomb, which, as already mentioned, had been selected 
as the most probable site of the gmye of James L ^^^^^ ^jg^^ 
The marble payement was lifted up, and imme- ^'^^ 
diately disclosed a spacious yault^ with four coffins. But 
they proyed to be those of the great Duke of Argyll and his 
Duchess, side by side ; and resting on them, of their daugh- 
ters, Caroline Campbell, Countess of Dalkeith, and Mary 
Coke, widow of Viscount Coke, son of the Earl of Leicester.^ 

This discoyery, whilst it was the first check to the hope 
of yerifying the graye of James I., was not without its own 
importance, eyen irrespectiyely of the interest attaching to 
the illustrious family whose remains were thus disclosed. 
The Burial Register described the Duke of Argyll as haying 
been originally interred in the Ormond Vault, and afterwards 
remoyed to a yault of his own. This yault had hitherto been 
supposed to haye been in the Sheffield Chapel close by. But 
it now appeared that when the Sheffield yault was filled and 
closed, and the steps leading to it had become useless, the 
Argyll vault was made in their place.* 

^ These are the two daughters mentioned in Tlte Heart of Mid- 
lothian. Caroline was the one whom Mrs. Glass supposed to have been 
seen by Jeannie Deans, when she said that a lady had appeared of the 
name of Caroline. Mary was the lively little girl of twelve years old, 
who taunted her father with the recollection of Sheriffmuir ; and who, 
at the extreme age of eighty-one, was the last of the family interred in 
the vault in 1811. 

^ It is curious that the coffin of the Duke is placed on the northern, 
instead of the southern, or dexter side ; perhaps from the fact that the 
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The search was now continued in the space between 
Henry YIL's tomb and the YiUiers Chapel ; bat the ground 
Bmptj vets found to be unoccupied and apparently undis- 
^"^^' turbed. Westward and southward, however, three 
yaults were discovered, two lying side by side opposite the 
eastern bay of the north aisle, and one having a descent of 
steps under the floor opposite the adjoining bay. The vaults 
were covered with brick arches, and the descent with Purbeck 
stone slabs. That nearest to the dais west of Henry YIL's 
tomb, which it partly underlies, was found to contain one 
coffin of lead rudely shaped to the human form, and attached 
to it was the silver plate containing the name and title of 
Elizabeth Claypole, the feivourite daughter of Oliver 

V&altof ^JT » o 

EiizabAth GfomwelL This exactly tallied with the descrip- 

CUtypole. 

tion given in the Burial Book discovered by Dean 
Bradford in 1728.^ The lead coffin is in good order, and the 

Dnchesfl was interred before the removal of his coffin from the Ormond 
yaolt. The walls are brick, and the covering stone only a few inches 
below the surface. The lead coffin of the first interment is divested of 
its wooden case, that of the second partly so ; but the two upper coffins 
with the velvet coverings are in good condition. 

1 In 1866, on first studying the Burial Books of the Abbey, I had 
been startled to find, on a torn leaf, under the date of 1728, the fol- 
lowing entry : ' Taken off a silver plate to a lead coffin, and fixed on 
again by order of Dr. Samuel Bradford, Bishop of Rochester and 
Dean of Westminster.' The inscription is then given in English, and 
the following notice is added: — *N.B. — The said body lays at the 
end of the step of the altar, on the north side, between the step and 
the stalls.' 

In accordance with this indication, the name was inscribed on the 
stone in 1867. Since discovering this, by a reference of Colonel 
Chester to Noble's Cromwell, i. 140 (Srd ed.), I found the same in- 
scription in Latin, with the additional fact that in 1725, during altera- 
tions previous to the first installation of the Bath, the workmen 
discovered, forced off, and endeavoured to conceal the plate. The 
clerk of the works, Mr. Fidoe, took it from them and delivered it to 
the Dean [erroneously called Dr. Pearce], who said he should not take 
anything that had been deposited with the illustrious dead, and or- 
dered it to be replaced. The authority was KoUe's 'friend, Dr. Long- 
mete, who had it from Mr. Fidoe himself.' 
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silver plate perfect The letters in the inscription exactly 
resemble those on the plate torn from her father^s coffin, and 
now in the possession of Earl De Grey.^ 

The vault ' of Elizabeth Ckypole was probably made ex- 
pressly to receive her remains ; and it may be that, from its 
isolation, it escaped notice at the time of the general disinter- 
ment in 1661. But it is remarkable that the adjoining vaults 
were quite empty, and until now quite unknown. Probably 
they were made in the time of Dean Bradford, as indicated 
by the Eegister of 1728, perhaps for the Eoyal Family; 
but when, at the death of the Queen of George II. in 1737, 
the extensive Georgian vault was constructed, these, having 
become superfluous, may then have been forgotten. 

It was now determined to investigate the ground in the 
Sheffield Chapel, which hitherto had been supposed to con- 
tain the Argyll vault Although, as has been v&uitof 
seen, the MS. records in Heralds' College distinctly Denmark, 
state that Anne of Denmark was buried in a little Chapel 

^ The actnal inscriptioii is as follows, and exactly agrees with the 
transcript in Noble, with the exception of equitiB for eqtdtuu, which 
arose from a misnnderstanding of the old characters : — 
Depoflitnm 
BlostrissiineB DominsB D. Elizabeths nnper nxoris Honoratissimi 
Domini Johannis Clajpoole, 
Magistri Eqnitnm 
necnon Filiae Secnndie 
Serenissimi et Celsissimi 
Principis 
OHveri, Dei Gratia 
Angli», ScotiflB, et Hibemise, 
&c. 
Protectoris. 
Obiit 
Apnd JBdes Hamptoniensee 
Sexto die Angnsti 
Anno ntatis snie Yicesimo Octavo 
Annoqne Domini 
1658. 
' The wooden centering nsed in forming the last section of the 
vault had been left in it and had fallen down. 
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at the top of the stairs leading into Heniy VII/s Chapel, 
there was a memoiandum in the Abbey Burial Book, dated 
1718, from which it might be inferred that the Queen was 
buried in the north-east comer of the Chapel The pave- 
ment, which had evidently been disturbed more than once^ 
was removed, and a slight quantity of loose earth being 
scraped away below the surface, at a few inches the stone 
covering to a vault was found. A plain brick vault beneath 
was diBclosed of dimensions precisely corresponding with the 
description given by Dart, as the vault of James I. and his 
consort. And alone, in the centre of the wide space, lay a 
long leaden coffin shaped to the form of the body, on which 
was a plate of brass, with an inscription^ exactly coinciding 
with that in the Burial Book of 1718,' and giving at length 
the style and title of Anne of Denmark. 

The wooden case had wholly gone, and there were no 
remains of velvet cloth or nails. The vault appeared to 
have been carefully swept out, and all decayed materials 
removed, perhaps in 1718, when the inscription was copied 
into the Abbey Register, and the measurement of the vault 
taken, which Dart has recorded ; or even in 1811, when the 
adjoining Argyll vault was last opened, when the stone (a 

1 Sereiiif»ima 

Begina Anna 

Jacobi, Magne BritannieB 

Francis et HibemiflB Regis, 

Conjnx, Frederici Secundi 

Regis Daniae Norvigis 

Vandaloram et Gothorum, filia, 

Christian! IIII soror ac mnltomm 

Principum mater, hie deponitnr. 

Obiit apnd Hampton Court, anno 

Salntis mdcxtiii, iiii Nonas 

Marris, anno Nata xliii 

Menses mi 

dies xYiii. 

* It had probably been opened with a view of interring Lady Bian- 

sel, whose bnrial (in the Ormond vanlt) immediately precedes the 

notice of the Qneen's coffin. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE ROYAL VAULTS. 267 

Yorkshire flag landing ^) which coveied the head of the yaolt 
may have been fixed ; and when some mortar, which did not 
look older than fifty years, may have fallen on the coffin- 
plate. The length of the leaden chest (6 feet 7 inches) was 
interesting, as fully corroborating the account of the Queen's 
remarkable stature. There was a small hole in the coffin, 
attributable to the bursting and corrosion of the lead, which 
appeared also to have collapsed over the fEice and body. The 
form of the knees was indicated. 

On examining the wall at the west end of this vault, it 
was evident that the brickwork had been broken down, and 
a hole had been made, as if there had been an endeavour to 
ascertain whether any other vault existed to the westward. 
The attempt seems to have been soon abandoned, for the 
aperture was merely six or eight inches in depth. It had 
been filled in with loose earth. On turning out and exam- 
ining this, two leg bones and a piece of a skull were found. 
It was thought, and is indeed possible, that these had been 
thrown there by accident, either when the Parliamentary' 
troops occupied the Chapel, or on either of the more recent 
occasions already noticed. But in the contemplation of this 
vault, evidently made for two persons, and in which, accord- 
ing to the concurrent testimony of all the printed accounts, the 
King himself was buried with the Queen, the question arose 
with additional force what could have become of his remains ; 
and the thought occurred to more than one of the spectators, 
that when the Chapel was in the hands of the Parliamentary 
soldiers, some of those concerned may well have remembered 
the spot where the last sovereign had been buried with so 
much pomp, and may have rifled his coffin, leaving the bare 
vault and the few bones as the relics of the first Stuart King. 

With so strange and dark a conclusion as the only altemar 
tive, it was determined to push the inquiry in every locality 

1 These Yorkshixe stones have only been in nse during the present 
century. 

< Chapter III and Chapter IV. 

VOL. III. — 17 
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which seemed to afford any likelihood of giving a more satis- 
factory solution. The first attempt was naturally in the 
neighbourhood of the Queen's grave. A wall was found 
immediately to the east, which, on being examined, opened 
into a vault containing several coffins. For a moment it was 
thought that the King, with possibly some other important 
Sheffield personages, was discovered. But it proved to be 
^*'*^*- only the vault of the Sheffield monument.^ The 

discovery was a surprise, because the Burial Eegister spoke 
of them as deposited in the Ormoud vault.' The coffins were 
those of the first* Duke and Duchess of Buckinghamshire 
and three of their children, and also the second and last 
Duke, at * whose death, lamented by * Atterbury and Pope, 
and yet more deeply by his fiEuitastic mother, all the titles of 
his family became extinct,' the vault was walled up, although 
'where the steps were there was room for eight more.'* 
This 'room' was afterwards appropriated by the Argyll 
family, as before stated. 

Amongst the places of sepulture which it was thought 
possible that James I. might have selected for himself was 
the grave which with so much care he had selected for his 
mother, on the removal of her remains from Peterborough to 
Westminster; and as there were also some contradictory 
statements respecting the interments in her vault, it was 
determined to make an entry by removing the stones on the 
south side of the southern aisle of the Chapel, among which 
one was marked WAY. This led to an ample flight of stone 
Vault of steps trending obliquely under the Queen of Scots' 
^Mn of tomb. Immediately at the foot of these steps ap- 
scots. peared a large vault of brick 12J ft. long, 7 ft. 

wide, and 6 ft. high. A startling, it may almost be said an 

1 This yault (from the absence of an escape air-pipe through the 
coYering) was the only one in which the atmosphere was impure. 

^ Perhaps the Duke was at first buried in the Ormond vault, and 
afterwards removed to this one. 

> See Chapter lY. « See Ibid. « Burial Register. 
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awfdl, scene piesented itself. A yast pile of leaden coffins 
rose from the floor ; some of fall statnie, the larger number 
varying in form from that of the full-grown child to the 
merest infant, confusedly heaped upon the others, whilst 
several urns of various shapes were tossed about in irregular 
positions throughout the vault 

The detailed account of this famous sepulchre given by 
Crull and Dart at once facilitated the investigation of this 
chaos of royal mortality. This description, whilst needing 
correction in two or three points, was, on the whole, sub- 
stantiated. 

The first distinct object that arrested the attention was a 
coffin in the north-west comer, roughly moulded according to 
the human form and face. It could not be doubted to be 
that of ^ Henry Frederick Prince of Wales. The Henry 

__^,-_ - _. -_ , Prince of 

lead of the head was shaped into rude features, the Wales, 
legs and arms indicated, even to the forms of the fisgers and 
toes. On the breast was soldered a leaden case evidently 
containing the heart, and below were his initials, with the 
Prince of Wales's feathers, and the date of his death (1612). 
In spite of the grim' and deformed aspect, occasioned by«the 
irregular collapsing of the lead, there was a life-like appear- 
ance which seemed like an endeavour to recall the lamented 
heir of so much hope. 

Next, along the north wall, were two coffins, much com- 
pressed and distorted by the superincumbent weight of four 
or five lesser coffins heaped upon them. According to Crull's 
account, the upper one of these two was that of Mary Queen 
of Scots, the lower that of Arabella Stuart. But ArabeUa 
subsequent investigation led to the reversal of this s^°*^ 
conclusion. No plate could be found on either. But the 
upper one was much broken, and the bones, especially the 
skull, turned on one side, were distinctly visible, — thus 
agreeing with CrulUs account of the coffin of Arabella Stuart. 

1 See Chapter m. p. 217. 

> A cast was taken and is preserved. 
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The lower one was aatuiated with pitch, and was deeply 
compressed by the weight above, but the lead had not given 
way. It was of a more solid and stately character, and was 
shaped to meet the form of the body like another presently 
Mary Qtiaea *^ ^ noticed, which wonld exactly agree with the 
of Boot.. 3g3 ^^ jank of Mary Stuart. The difficulty of 
removing the whole weight of the chest would of itself have 
proved a bar to any closer examination. But, in &ct, it was 
felt not to be needed for any purpose of historical verification, 
and the presence of the fatal coffin which had received the 
headless corpse at Fotheringay was sufficiently affecting, 
without endeavouring to penetrate &rther into its mournful 
contents.^ It cannot be questioned that this, and this alone, 
must be the coffin of the Queen of Scots. Its position by 
the north wall, close to Henry Prince of Wales, who must 
have been laid here a few months after her removal hither 
from Peterborough ; its peculiar form ; its suitableness in age 
and situation, — were decisive as to the fact On the top of 
this must have been laid Arabella Stuart in her frail and ill- 
constructed receptacle. And thus for many years, those three 
Henry of alone (with the exception of Charles I.'s two in&nt 
Oatiand.. children*) occupied the vault. Then came the 
numerous funerals immediately after the Restoration. Henry 
of Oatlands * lies underneath Henry Prince of Wales. There 
is no plate, but the smaller size of the coffin, and its situation, 
coincide with the printed description. It may be conjectured 
that whilst Mary lies in her original position, Henry Prince 
of Wales must have lain in the centre of the vault by her 
side, and removed to his present position when the intro- 
duction of the two larger coffins now occupying the centre 
necessitated his removal farther north. Of these two larger 
coffins, the printed account identified the lower one as that 

1 See Chapter in. p. 213. 

* See Chapter III. p. 219. These could not be identified. 

* For Henry of Oatlandfi, Mary of Orange, Elizabeth of Bohemia, 
and Prince Rupert^ see Chapter HI. p. 225-6. 
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of Maiy Princess of Orange ; the plate affixed to the upper 
one proved it to contain Prince Bupert, whose ex- ii^^y ^f 
act place in the Chapel had been hitherto unknown. ^™°«^ 
l^ext to them, against the south wall, were again two large 
coffins, of which the lower one, in like manner by 

^^^ "^ Anne Hyde. 

the printed account, was ascertained to be that of 
Anne Hyde, James II. 's first wife, and that above was recog- 
nised by the plate, still affixed, to be that of Elizabeth Queen 
of Bohemia.^ Her brother Henry in his last hours Elizabeth of 
had cried out, ' Where is my dear sister T and she ^*^®™^ 
had vainly endeavoured, disguised as a page, to force herself 
into his presence. Fifty eventful years passed away, and she 
was laid within a few feet of him in this — their last home. 

Spread over the surface of these more solid structures lay 
the small coffins, often hardly more than cases, of the numer- 
ous progeny of that unhappy family, doomed, as ThechUdren 
this gloomy chamber impressed on all who saw it, ©f JameaiL, 
with a more than ordinary doom — infant after infant fading 
away which might else have preserved the race — first, the 
ten^ children of James II., including one whose existence 
was unknown before — 'James Damley, natural 

ftnd of Anne. 

son' — • and then eighteen children of Queen 
Anne ; of whom one alone required the receptacle of a full- 
grown child, — William Duke of Gloucester. His coffin lay 
on that of Elizabeth of Bohemia, and had to be raised in 
order to read the plate containing her name. 



1 In CmU'fl account, Elizabeth of Bohemia is described as resting 
on Mary (or, as he by a slip calls her, Elizabeth) of Orange. This, 
perhaps, was her original position, and she may have been snbse- 
qnently placed upon Anne Hyde's coffin, in order to make room for 
her son Rnpert. 

> See Chapter IH. p. 228. 

* Mr. Doyne Bell suggests to me that this child was the son of 
Catherine Sedley, inasmuch as the same name of Darnley was granted 
by letters patent of James II. to her daughter Catherine, afterwards 
Duchess of Buckinghamshire, after the date of the death of James 
Damley. 
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Of these, most of the plates had been preserved, and (with 
the two exceptions of those of James Damley ^ and of Prince 
Rupert^) were all identical with those mentioned in CrolL 
The rest had either perished, or, as is not improbable, been 
detached by the workmen at the reopenings of the vault at 
each successive interment. 

It was impossible to view this wreck and ruin of the Stuart 
dynasty without a wish, if possible, to restore something like 
order and decency amongst the relics of so much departed 
greatness. The confusion, which, at first sight, gave the 
impression of wanton havoc and neglect, had been doubtless 
produced chiefly by the pressure of superincumbent weight, 
which could not have been anticipated by those who made 
the arrangement, when the remains of the younger genera- 
tions were accumulated beyond all expectation on the remains 
of their progenitors. In the absence of directions fiom any 
superior authority, a scruple was felt against any endeavour 

1 COFFIN-PLATE OF JAMES DARNLET. 

James Damley 

natural sonn to King James y« second. 

Departed this life the 22 of aprill 

1685 

Aged aBout eight Moonths. 

« PRINCE RUPERT'S INSCRIPTION. 

Depositum 

niu^tr : Principis Raperti, Comitis Palatini Rheni, 

Duels Bavarie et Cumbrias, Comitis Holdernessise, 

totins Anglifls Vice-Admiralli, 

Regalis Castri Windesoriensis Constabularii et Gnbematoria, 

Nobilissimi Ordinis Periscelidis Equitis, 

Et Majestati Regie a Sanctioribns CondUis, 

Filii tertiogeniti Ser^ Principis Frederici Regis Bohemise, etc 

Per Ser*" Principiss : Elizabetham, Filiam unicam Jacobi, 
Sororem Caroli Primi, et amitam Caroli ejus nominis secnndi, 

Magnee Britannie, Francise et HibemisB Regum. 

Nati PragSB, Bohemise Metrop. ^ Decembr. A« MDCXIX«. 

Denati Londini XXIX Novembr : MDCLXXXIK 

^tatis sua LXIII. 
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to remove these little waifs and strays of royalty from the 
solemn resting-place where they had been gathered round 
their famous and unfortunate ancestress. But as far as could 
be they were cleared from the larger coffins, and placed in the 
small open space at the foot of the steps. 

This vault opened on the west into a much narrower vault, 
under the monument ^ of Lady Margaret Lennox, through a 
wall of nearly 3 feet in thickness by a hole which is made 
about 3 feet above the floor, and about 2 feet The Lennox 
square. A pile of three or four of the small ^^^ 
chests of James XL's children obstructed the entrance, but 
within the vault there appeared to be three coffins one above 
the other. The two lower would doubtless be those of the 
Ck>untess and her son Charles, Earl of Lennox, the father of 
Arabella Stuart The upper coffin was that of Esme Stuart, 
Duke of Richmond, whose name, with the date 1624,' was 
just traceable on the decayed plate. On the south side of 
this vault there was seen to have been an opening cut, and 
afterwards filled up with brickwork. This probably was the 
hole through which, before 1683, in Keepe's time, the skele- 
ton and dry shrivelled skin of Charles Lennox, in his shaken 
and decayed coffin, was visible. 

It is remarkable that the position of the vault is not con- 
formable with the tomb above, the head of the vault being 
askew two or three feet to the south. This is evidently 
done to effect a descent at the head, which could not other- 

1 See Chapter III. p. 213. It may be obseryed that the monmneBt 
must have been erected npon the Jiccession of James to the English 
throne, as he is called in the epitaph on the tomb ' King James Y I.' 

^ Me was the grandnephew of Lady Margaret Lennox, a second 
brother of Ludoyic, who lies in the Richmond Chapel, and whom he 
sncceeded in his title, in 1623-24. He died at Kirby, on February 14, 
in the foUowing year (1624), from the spotted agne, and was 'hon- 
onrably baried at Westminster.' There were 1000 moomers at the 
funeral ; the effigy was drawn by six horses. The pomp was eqnal to 
that of the obsequies of Anne of Denmark. 'The Lord Keeper' 
(Williams) preached the sermon. — SttUe Papers, Dom., James I. vol. 
clxiii. pp. 320, 323, 327. Communicated by Mr. Doyne Bell. 
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wise have been made, because the foundation of the detached 
pier at the west end of the chapel would have baned that 
entiance ; and no doubt if the pavement were opened 
beyond the inclined yault^ the proper access would be 
discovered. 

Interesting as these two vaults were in themselves, the 
search for King James I. was yet baffled. The statements 
Empty ^^ ^^ ^^^ Grull still pointed to his burial in the 
vaulte. north aisle. The vault afterwards appropriated by 
General Monk,^ at the west entrance of that aisle, had been 
already examined, without discovering any trace of royal 
personages. But it was suggested that there was every 
reason for exploring the space at the east end of the aisle 
between the tombs of Queen Elizabeth and those of the 
King's own infant daughters. This space had accordingly 
been examined at the first commencement of the excava- 
tions, but proved to be quite vacant. There was not the 
slightest appearance of vault or grave. The excavations, 
however, had almost laid bare the wall immediately at the 
eastern end of the monument of Elizabeth, and through a 
small aperture a view was obtained into a low narrow vault 
immediately beneath her tomb. It was instantly evident 
that it enclosed two coffins, and two only, and it could not 
be doubted that these ^ contained Elizabeth and her sister 
Mary. The upper one, laiger, and more distinctly shaped in 
the form of the body, like that of Mary Queen of Scote^ 
rested on the other. 

There was no disorder or decay, except that the centering 
wood had fallen over the head of Elizabeth's coffin, and that 
the wood case had crumbled away at the sides, and 
Queen had drawn away part of the decaying lid. No 

coffin-plate could be discovered, but fortunately 
the dim light fell on a fragment of the lid slightly carved. 
This led to a further search, and the original inscription was 

1 See Appendix to Chapter IV. 
s See Chapter III. p. 214. 
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discovered. There was the Tudor Badge, a full double pose,^ 
deeply but simply incised in outline on the middle of the 
cover, — on each side the august initials E R, and below, 
the memorable date 1603. The coffin-lid had been further 
decoiated with narrow moulded panelling. The coffin-case 




WOODEN CASE OF LEADEN OOFFIN OF QITEEN ELIZABETH. 



was of inch elm ; but the ornamental lid containing the 
inscription and panelling was of fine oak, half an inch thick, 
laid on the inch elm cover. The whole was covered with 
red silk velvet, of which much remained attached to the 
wood ; and it had covered not only the sides and ends, but 

1 The prominence of this donble roee on the Qneen's coffin w illus- 
trated by one of the Epitaphs given in Nichols's Progresses, p. 251 : — 

' Here in this earthen pit lie withered. 
Which grew on high the whlU rose and the red,' 
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alBO the ornamented oak cover, as though the bare wood 
had not been thought rich enough without the velvet. 

The sight of this secluded and narrow tomb, thus com- 
pressing in the closest grasp the two Tudor sisters, * partners 
of the same throne and grave, sleeping in the hope of resur- 
rection,' — the solemn majesty of the great Queen thus repos- 
ing, as can hardly be doubted, by her own desire, on her 




TOBBEOIANO'S ALTAR, FORMERLT AT THE HEAD OF HENET VII. 'S 

TOMB, UNDER WHICH EDWARD VI. WAS B17RIED. 

FBOM AN BNQRAVnfO IN 8AKDrOBD*S OENXALOQICAL HnSORT. 

sister's coffin, — was the more impressive from the contrast 
of its quiet calm with the confused and multitudinous decay 
of the Stuart vault, and of the fulness of its tragic interest 
with the vacancy of the deserted spaces which had been 
hitherto explored in the other parts of the GhapeL The 
vault was immediately closed again. 
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It was now evident that the printed accounts of James's 
interment were entirely at fault. The whole north side of 
the Chapel, where they with one accord represented him to 
have heen huried, had been explored in vain; and it re- 
mained only to search the spots in the centre and south side 
which offered the chief probability of success. 

The first of these spots examined was the space between 
the spot known to have been occupied by the grave of King 
Edward VI. and that of George II. aud his Queen. This, 
however, was unoccupied, and besides was barely sufficient 




MARBLE FRAOlfSNT OF TORBEOIANO'S ALTAB. 

to form> even a small vault. But its exploration led to the 
knowledge of the exact position of these two graves.^ 

The next approach was made to the space under the dais, 
west of Henry VII.'s monument, where Edward VI.'s grave 
had been already in 1866 indicated * on the pave- vaiatof 
ment. A shallow vault immediately appeared, Edward vi. 
containing one leaden coffin only, rent and deformed as 
well as wasted by long corrosion, and perhaps injured by 

1 In this and the previons operation under the marble floor were 
diflcorered two transverse tie-bars of iron bearing npon blocks of stone 
resting on the arch over George IVb grave. From that at the head 
there was a vertical suspension-bar passing through the arch into the 
vault. Its purpose may perhaps have been to support a canopy or 
ceiling over the sarcophagus beneath. 

3 See Chapter III. p. 208. 
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having been examined before. The wooden case had been 
in part cleared away and the pavement had evidently been at 
some previous time wholly or partially removed. Over the 
coffin were a series of Kentish rag-stones, which had been 
steps, — one or more shaped with octagon angle ends, and 
the fironts of them bordered with a smooth polished sur- 
face surrounding a frosted area of a light grey colour within 
the border. These were probably the original steps of the 
dais, and must have been placed in this position at the time 
when, in 1641, the Puritans destroyed the monumental 
altar under which Edward YL was buried. This conclusion 

was greatly strengthened by the interesting discov- 
ToiTegUuio*t ery that the extreme piece of the covermg at the 

foot was a frieze of white marble 3 feet 8 inches 
long, 7 inches high, and 6 inches thick — elaborately carved 
along the front and each end, while the back was wrought to 




CABYINQ OF T0aaEGIAN0*S ALTAR. 

form the line of a segmental vaulted ceiling ; and the ends 
pierced to receive the points of columns. These features at 
once marked it as part of the marble frieze of Torregiano's 
work for this ' matchless altar,' as it was deemed at the time. 
The carving is of the beat style of the early Renaissance 
period, and is unquestionably Italian work. It combines 
alternations of heraldic badges, the Tudor roses and the 
lilies * of France, placed between scroUage of various flowers. 
It still retained two iron cramps, which were used to join a 
fracture occasioned by the defectiveness of the marble, and it 

^ A poem of this date --the early yean of Henry VUL — was 
found between the leaves of the accoant-book of the kitchener of the 
convent, tnminfi^ chiefly on a comnarison of the roses of England and 
lilies of France. 
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also exhibited the lemains of another iion ciamp, which was 
used to connect the marble with the entire fabric. Deep 
stains of iron at the ends of the marble had been left by 
an overlying bar (probably a part of the ancient stracture), 
which was placed on the carved^ surface, seemingly to 
strengthen the broken parts. 

Underneath these fragments, lying across the lower part of 
the coffin, was discovered, curionsly rolled up, but loose and 
unsoldered, the leaden coffin-plate. It was so cor- BisooTery of 
loded that, until dosely inspected in a full light, ^te^^S^ 
no letter or inscription was discernible. With l^^^Ptton. 
some difficulty, however, every letter of this interesting and 
hitherto unknown inscription was read. The letters, aU cap- 
itals of equal size, one by one were deciphered, and gave to 
the world, for the first time, the epitaph on the youthful 
King, in some points unique amongst the funeral inscriptions 
of English sovereigns.' On the coffin of the first completely 
Protestant King, immediately following the Royal titles, was 
the full and unabated style conferred by the English Eefor- 
mation — ' On earth under Christ of the Churoh of England 
and Ireland Supreme Head/* Such an inscription marks 
the moment when the words must have been inserted — in 
that short interval of nine days, whilst the body still lay at 

1 When the vault was finally doied, it was determined to remove 
and properly relay the whole covering, by pLicing a corl)el plate of 
three-inch Yorkshire stone on either side, the middle ends of which were 
supported by laying the iron tie-bar before alluded to across the grave. 
By this means the effective opening of the width of the grave was re- 
duced, and the short stones of the old covering obtained a good sup- 
port at their ends. And thus the ancient iron tie-bar of the monument 
was finally utilised. 

^ Although the plate had originally been perfectly flat, it was now 
rolled up and forcibly contracted by the corrosion of the outer surface, 
which has expanded, while the inner surface, being much less cor- 
roded, has been contracted, and thereby the flat phkte has assumed the 
appearance of a disproportioned cushion. 

* On the coffin of his father at Windsor no inscription exists. By 
the time that his sisters mounted the throne, the title was slightly 
altered. 
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Greenwich, and whilst Lady Jane Grey still upheld the hopes 
of the Protestant party. It proceeds to record, as with a 
deep pathetic earnestness, the time of his loss — not merely 
the year, and month, and day — but ' 8 o'clock, in the even- 
ing,' that memorable evening, of the sixth of July, when 
the cause of the Keformation seemed to flicker and die away 
with the life of the youthful Prince.^ 

The discovery of this record of the Royal Supremacy — 
probably the most emphatic and solemn that exists — would 
have been striking at any time. At the present moment, 
when the foundation of this great doctrine of the Reformed 
Churches is being sifted to its depths, it seemed to gather up 
in itself all the significance that could be given. It was a 
question whether this, with the accompanying relic of the 
marble frieze, should be returned to the dark vault whence 
they had thus unexpectedly emerged, or placed in some more 
accessible situation. It was determined that the Meze, as a 
work of art, which had only by accident been concealed from 
view, should be placed as nearly as possible in its original 
position; but that the inscription' should be restored to 
the royal coffin, on which it had been laid in that agony of 

^ It may be noted here that when the stone ooyering was lemoTed 
at the back of the coffin, the skull of the King became visible. The 
cerecloth had fallen away, and showed that lyo hair was attached to 
the sknll. — Compare the account of his last iUness in Fronde, voL y, 
p. 512. ' Eruptions came out over his skin, and his hair fell off. * 

'^ The inscription is copied word for word and line for line on the 
pavement above the King's grave as follows : — 

Edwardns Sextus Dei gratia Angli» Fran- 

ci» et Hibemia Rex Fidei Defensor et in 

terra sub Christo EcclesisB Anglican^ et 

Hibemicjs Supremnm Caput migravit ex hac 

vita sexto die Julii vesperi ad horam 

octavam anno domini MDLIII. et 

regni sui septimo statis sun decimo 

sexto. 

The plate itself has been hardened by the application of a solution 

of shellac, which has fixed the loose coating of corrosion, and will 

prevent any increase. 
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English history, there to rest as in the most secure depository 
of so sacred a trust. 

The vault of King Edward VI. was too narrow ever to 
have admitted of another coffin. It is only 7^ feet long, 2^ 
feet wide, and its floor but a few feet below the pavement. 
It is arohed with two rings of half brick. Immediately on 
its north side the ground had never been disturbed ; and on 
the south side, although a brick vault was found, it was 
empty, and seems never to have been used. 

It was now suggested that, as Anne of Denmark was alone 
in the vault in the north apsidal compartment, or Sheffield 
Chapel, King James might have been placed in the southern 
or dexter compartment of the Montpensier Chapel; and as 
the sunken and irregular state of the pavement there showed 
that it had been much disturbed, the ground was probed. 
There was no vault, but an earthen grave soon disclosed 
itself, in which, at about two feet below the surface, a leaden 
coffin was reached. The wooden lid was almost ^ 

GntTe of an 

reduced to a mere film: and from the weight of unknown 
the earth above, the leaden lid had given ,.ay all '^"- 
round the soldered edges of the coffin, and was lying close on 
the flattened skeleton within. At the foot, and nearer the 
surface, there was a large cylindrical urn, indicating that the 
body had been embalmed. The position of the urn, which 
was lying on its side, would lead to the suspicion that both 
it and the coffin had been removed before, especially as the 
floor above was so irregular and ill formed. 

The skeleton which was thus discovered was that of a taU 
man, 6 feet high, the femoral bone being two feet long, and 
the tibia 15f in. The head was well formed but not large. 
The teeth were fresh and bright, and were those of a person 
under middle age. There was no hair visible. The larger 
ligatures of the body were still traceable. At the bottom of 
the coffin was a tray of wood about three inches deep, which, 
it was conjectured, may have been used to embalm the body. 
The sides of the wooden coffin were still in place ; here and 
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there the silken coYering adhering to the wood, and to the 
bones, as well as pieces of the metal side-plates, with two 
iron handles of the coffin, and several brass nails were found 
in the decaying wood. All such detached pieces were, after 
examination, placed in a deal box and replaced on the coffin. 
But the most minute search &iled to discover any insignia 
in the dust ; and not only was there no plate discovered, but 
no indication of any such having been affixed. The leaden 
lid of the coffin was again placed over the skeleton ; the urn 
was restored to its former position; and the earth carefully 
filled in. 

It was for a moment apprehended that in these remains 
the body of James I. might have been identified. But two 
circumstances were fatal to this supposition. First, the skel- 
eton, as has been said, was that of a tall man ; whereas James 
was rather below than above the middle stature. Secondly, 
the Wardrobe Accounts of his funeral, above quoted, contain 
the expenses of opening a vault, whereas this body was buried 

in a mere earthen grave. Another alternative, 
General which amounted very nearly to certainty, was the 

suggestion that these remains belonged to General 
Charles Worsley, the only remarkable man recorded to have 
been buried in the Chapel under the Protectorate who was 
not disinterred after the Restoration. The appearance of the 
body agrees, on the whole, with the description and portrait 
of Worsley. He was in high favour with Cromwell, and was 
the officer to whom, when the mace of the House of Com- 
mons was taken away, 'that bauble' was committed. He 
died at the early age of thirty-five, in St. James's Palace 
(where two of his children were buried in the Chapel Royal), 
on June 12, 1656. 

Ho was interred the day following in Westminster Abbey, in King 
Henry VIL'b Chapel, near to the grave of Sir William Constable, his 
interment taking place in the evening at nine o'clock, and being con- 
ducted with much pomp. Heath, in his ' Chronicle ' (p. 381), allnding 
to hia early death, says, ' Worsley died before he could be good in his 
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office, and was bnried with the dirges of bell, book, and candle, and the 
peale of musqnets, in no less a repository than Heniy VII.'s Chapel, 
as became a Prince of the modem erection, and Oliver's great and 
rising faTonrite.' 

It has been recorded, that after the interment of General Worsley 
had taken place, Mr. Roger Kenjon, M.P. for Clitheroe, and Clerk of 
the Peace for the County, himself a zealous royalist, the brother-in-law 
of the deceased and one of the mourners, returned secretly to the 
Abbey, and wrote upon the stone the words, whbrb never wobsb 
LAT, which indignantly being reported to Cromwell, so offended him 
that he offered a reward for the discovery of the writer. ^ 

Amongst the heirlooms of the family at Piatt, in Lan- 
cashire, is a portrait of this its most celebrated member. It 
represents a handsome man, with long flowing dark hair. 
This, in all probability, was the figure, whose gaunt bones 
were thus laid bare in his almost royal grave, under the 
stones which had received the obnoxious inscription of his 
Eoyalist relative. The general appearance of the body, its 
apparent youth, and its comely stature, agree with the por- 
trait. The loss of the hair might perhaps be explained, if we 
knew the nature of the illness which caused his death. The 
embalnmient would agree with his high rank; whilst the 
rapidity of the funeral, succeeding to his decease within a 
single day, would account for the interment of so distin- 
guished a personage in an earthen grave. The probable date 
of the burial place — as if two centuries old — suits with the 
period of his death. It is a singular coincidence that the 
one memjber of Cromwell's court who still rests amongst the 
Kings is the one of whom an enthusiastic and learned Non- 
conformist of our day has said, that ' no one appeared so fit 
as he to succeed to the Protectorate, and if the Common- 
wealth was to have been preserved, his life would have been 
prolonged for its preservation.* ■ 

With this interesting, though as far as the particular object 

1 History of Birch Chapel, by the Rev. J. Booker, pp. 48, 49 ; to 
whom I have to express my obligations for his kindness in aiding me 
to ascertain all that could he known of General Worsley. 

■ Dr. Halley's Nonconformity of LanccuhirCf voL ii. p. 37. 
VOL. III. — 18 
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of the search was concerned, futile attempt^ which emhiaced 
also the adjacent area — found to be entirely vacant — be- 
tween Henry YII/s tomb and the Bichmond Chapel, the 
examination ceased. 

Every conceivable space in the Chapel had now been ex- 
plored, except the actual vault of Heniy YII. himftftlf To 
this the Abbey Register had from the first pointed ; and it 
may seem strange that this hint had not been followed up 
befora But the apparent improbability of such a place for 
the interment of the first Stuart King ; the positive contra- 
diction of the printed accounts of Keepe, Crull, and Dart ; 
the absence of any such indications in the Heralds' Office ; 
the interment of the Queen in the spot to which these au- 
thorities pointed — thus, as it seemed, furnishing a guarantee 
for their correctness ; the aspect of the stones at the foot of 
the tomb of Henry YII. as if always unbroken ; the difficulty 
of supposing that an entrance could have been forced through 
the passage at its head, already occupied by the coffin of 
Edward YI. ; it may be added, the reluctance, except under 
the extremest necessity, of penetrating into the sacred resting- 
place of the august founder of the Chapel — had precluded 
an attempt on this vault, until every other resource had been 
exhausted. That necessity had now come ; and it was deter- 
mined as a last resort to ascertain whether any entrance could 
be found. At the east end the previous examination of the 
Ormond vault had shown that no access could be obtained 
from below, and the undisturbed appearance of the stones at 
the foot of the tomb, as just observed, indicated the same from 
above. On the north and south the wall of the endoeure 
was found impenetrable. There remained, therefore, only the 
chance from the already encumbered approach on the west. 

In that narrow space, accordingly, the excavation was 
begun. On opening the marble pavement, the ground be- 
Vault of neath was found very loose, and pieces of brick 
Henry VII. ^mongst it. Soon under the step and enclosure, 
a corbel was discovered, immediately under the panelled 
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curb, evidently to form an opening beneath ; and onward to 
the east the earth was cleared, until the excavators reached a 
large stone, like a wall, surmounted and joined on the north 
side with smaller stones, and brickwork over alL This was 
evidently an entrance. The brickwork and the smaller stones 
on the top were gradually removed, and then the apex of the 
vertical end of a flat-pointed arch of firestone became exposed. 
It was at once evident that the vault ^ of Edward YL was 




WEST END. HENBY VII. 's VAULT. 

only the continuation westward of the passage into the en- 
trance of the Tudor vault, and that this entrance was now in 
view. It was with a feeling of breathless anxiety amounting 
to solemn awe, which caused the humblest of the workmen 

^ It may be observed that the regnlar approach to the vanlt, though 
afterwards disturbed by the grave of Edward VI., may have been 
intended to have given a more public and solemn access, especially at 
the time when the translation of the body of Henry YL was still 
meditated. See Chapter III. 
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employed to whiaper with bated breath, as the small opening 
at the apex of the arch admitted the first glimpse into the 
mysterious secret which had hitherto eluded this long re- 
search. Deep within the arched vault were dimly seen three 
coffins lying side by side — two of them dark and gray with 
age, the third somewhat brighter and newer, and of these, on 
the introduction of a light into the aperture, the two older 
appeared to be leaden, one bearing an inscription, and the 
third, surrounded by a case of wood, bearing also an inscrip- 
tion plate. The mouth of the cavern was closed, as has been 




PLAN OF VAULTS OT 
IDWABD VI. AND HSNRT VTI. 



already intimated, by a huge stone, which, as in Jewish 
sepulchres, had been rolled against the entrance. Above this 
was a small mass of brickwork (which just filled a space of 
about twelve inches by nine inches, near the top of the arch). 
This was removed, and displayed an aperture (technically a 
' man-hole ') which had been the means of egress for whoever 
having (as in patriarchal days) assisted in placing the laige 
stone at the mouth of the sepulchre, and arranged all within, 
came out, and finally, at the last interment, closed up the 
small point of exit. 

Through this aperture the vault was entered, and the 

detailed examination of the vault at once com- 
the coffln of menced. The third coffin lying on the northern 

side was immediately found to be that of King 
James I., as indicated beyond question in the long inscription 
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engraved on a copper plate soldered to the lead coffin.^ It 
was surrounded with the remains of a wooden case. This 
case had been made out of two logs of solid timber, which 
had been scooped out to receive the shape 
of the leaden coffin. The two other coffins 
were as indisputably those of Henry VIL 
and his Queen. The centre coffin doubt- 
less was that of Elizabeth of York, although 
with no inscription to mark it ; the larger one on the south 
or dexter side was (as might be expected) that of her royal 
husband, Henry VII., and bore his name. These two coffins 
were bare lead, the wooden casing, even that underneath, 
being wholly removed. It became evident, on considering 
the narrowness of the entrance as weU as that of the vault, 
that originally the first two coffins had occupied a position 
on either side of the central line, but when the vault was 
invaded to place the third coffin, the first two were stripped 

1 If ever there had been a plate of gilt copper, with inscription, as 

given bj Dart, toI. i. p. 167, it mnst have been taken awaj when the 

vault was closed in 1625. The inscription on the coffin is as follows : — 

Depositnm 

Augustissimi 

Principis Jacobi Primi, Magnae Britannin 

FranciiB et Hibemie Regis, qui natns apnd Scotoa ziii. Cal. Jul. An<^ 

Salntis 

MDLXn. piissime 

apnd Anglos occubnit v. Cal. Ap. 

An« a Christo nato MDCXXV. 

Yixit an. lviii. men. ix. dies viii. 

Regnavit apnd 
( Scotos a. LTii. m. vii. dies xxix. 
\ Anglos, an. xxii. d. iii. 

The inscription in Dart mns thns : -^ 

Depositnm 
InTictissimi Jacobi Primi, Magnse Britannin, Francis, et Hibemim 
Regis, qni remm apnd Scotos annos 59, menses 3, dies 12, et apnd 
Anglos annos 22 et dies 3, pacifice et feliciter potitos, tandem in Dom- 
ino obdormivit 27 die Martii, anno a Christo nato, 1625, act, vero 
snsB 60. 
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of their cases and coyerings, the coffin of Henij YIL re- 
moved more to the south wall, and that of his Queen then 
superposed to give convenient entiy to the enonnoos balk of 
the third cotliu. The Queen's was then replaced on the 
floor between them in the little space left 
. The leaden coffins of all three Sovereigns, which were all 
in good condition, were slightly shaped to the head and 

shoulders and straight downward. 
Kiittbetik of The Queen's was somewhat mis- 
shapen at the top, — perhaps from 
having been more frequently removed.^ It 
had on it the mark of the soldering of a 
Maltese Cross, but no other vestige remained. That of the 
King was indicated by a short inscrip- 
tion on a plate of lead soldered, about 
Coffin of ^^ inches long and 4 inches 
Henry VII. -wide, with raised letters of 
the period upon it preceded by a 
broad capital H of the early type. The inscription was 
placed the lengthway of the coffin, and was read from west to 
east." At the west end of the coffin-lid was painted a cir^ 
cular Maltose Cross, as though to precede the inscription. 
The poll of silk, marked by a white cross, which is recorded 
to have covered the length of Henry YII.'s coffin, must, 
with every other like object of value, have been stripped 
off and taken away when the vault was opened to admit 
the Stuart Ring. A certain John Ware, and one whose 
initials were E. C, must have been at least privy to this 
rifling and violence, for they have quaintly scratched their 
names,* with the date 1625 under each. These marks 

1 It had been moTsd at least once from the side chapel to this 
Tsolt (see Chapter UL p. 199); and probably again, as noticed 
above. 

3 Hie est Ilenricns, Bex Anglie et Franciie ac Dominns Hibemis, 
hnjus nomiuis septimns, qui obiit xxi. die Aprilis, anno regni sni 
XX 1 1 II. et iucamationis dominicsD MVIX. 

8 Another trace of the workmen, curionsly significant as found in 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB BOYAL VAULTS. 279 

clearly show that here in 1625 King James was interred, 
and that he has remained unmoved ever since. 

It is remarkable that, although the bodies must have been 
embalmed, no urns were in the vault, although they are known 
to have been buried with due solemnity soon after death. Per- 
haps their place may have been in Monk's Vault, where Dart 
describes himself to have seen the urn of Anne of Denmark, 
and wherC) on the last entrance in 1867, several ancient urns 
were discovered. 

The vault is parfcly under the floor of the west end of the 
enclosure of the tomb, and partly under the tomb itself; so 
that the western end of the arch is nearly coincident with 
the inside of the Purbeck marble curb above, and the east- 
em end about 2^ feet west of the eastern extremity of the 
tomb above. Thus the vault is not quite conformable with 
the tomb, but is so placed that the western face of it abuts 
against the thick bounding wall which crosses the chancel.^ 
This want of conformity with the direction of the tomb 
doubtless axoee from the circumstance that the vault was 
excavated before the tomb above was designed. The vault 
is beautifully formed of large blocks of firestone. It is 
8 feet 10 inches long, 5 feet wide, and, from floor to apex, 
4^ feet high. The arch is of a fine fouiMsentred Tudor form ; 
and the floor, which is stone, is about 5^ feet below the 

Bearching for the grave of the Royal author of the ' Connterblast 
against Tobacco/ was the fragment of a tobacco-pipe thrown out 
amongst the earth in effecting the entrance. The gravedigger may 
have felt that he could smoke in peace, now that the great enemy of 
the Indian weed was gone. 

^ In speaking of the workmanship of Henry VIL's tomb, it may be 
worth recording that, in 1857, the Abbey mason found a fragment of 
printed paper (perhaps from Caxton's printing press) crumpled up in 
one of the octagonal piers at the angle of the tomb, almost out of 
reach, headed with two rude woodcuts of S. Anne of Tottenham, and 
8. George, and underneath the emblems of the Passion, with an indul- 
gence from ' Pope Innocent to all who devoutly say five paternosters 
and five aves in honour of the Five Wounds/ and ending with an in- 
vocation of S. George. 
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floor of the tomb. The masonry is very neatly wiougbt and 
truly placed. The stone exhibited hardly the least sign of 
decay, and, from its abeorptiye and poroos nature, there was 
no appearance of dew-drops on the ceiling.^ To this cause 
may be attributed the high preservation of the lead of the 
coffins of these three sovereigns ; whereas the lead of Ed- 
ward YI/s coffin (which was under a marble ceiling always 
dropping water by condensation on its surface) had been 
fearfully contorted and almost riven asunder by perpetual 
corrosion. This was the more remarkable from the extreme 
damp of the vault, as well as the atmosphere within, which 
struck a deadly chill when the vault was first opened: 
whereas on the same firestone in the cloisters the outer 
atmosphere when moist tells with such force that the floor 
beneath is quite spotted with particles of stone detached 
thereby fiom the groining above." 

The final discovery of this place of interment curiously 
confirmed the accuracy of the Abbey Register, whose one 
brief notice was the sole written indication of the fact, in 
contradiction to all the printed accounts, and in the silence 
of all the official accounts. But its main interest arose from 
the insight which it gave into the deep historical instinct 
which prompted the founder of the Stuart Dynasty, Scots- 
man and almost foreigner as he was, to ingraft his family and 
fate on that of the ancient English stock through which he 
derived his title to the Grown. Apart from his immediate 
and glorious predecessor — apart from his mother, then lying 
in her almost empty vault with his eldest son — apart from 

1 Such drops are freqaently found on brick arches, and always on 
the ceilings of vanlts covered with compact stone or marble. 

^ In removing the effigies of Henry VII. and his Qneen from the 
Btmctnre of their tomb for the purpose of cleaning, there were found 
in the hollow space beneath some gilt ornaments, evidently belonging 
to the g:ilt crown which once encircled the head of the bronze effigy of 
the Qneen, and also the name of an Italian workman, apparently Fr. 
Medolo, which mnst have been scratched on the wall at the time that 
Torregiano erected it. 
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his two beloved in&nt daughters — apart from his Queen, 
who lies alone in her ample vault as if waiting for her hus- 
band to fill the vacant space — the first Stuart Eling who 
united England and Scotland was laid in the venerable 
cavern, for such in effect it is, which contained the remains 
of the first Tudor King who, with his Queen, had united the 
two contending factions of English medisBval history.^ The 
very difficulty of forcing the entrance, the temporary displace- 
ment of Edward VI. and of Elizabeth of York, the sanctity 
of the spot, and the means taken almost as with religious 
vigilance to guard against further intrusion — show the 
strength of the determination which carried the first King 
of Great Britain into the tomb of the last of the Mediaeval 
Kings, which laid the heir of the Celtic traditions of Scot- 
land by the side of the heir of the Celtic traditions of Wales, 
the Solomon, as he deemed himself of his own age, by the 
side of him whom a wiser than either had already called the 
Solomon of England* It is * possible also that the obscurity 
which has hitherto rested on the place of James's interment 
may have been occasioned by the reluctance of the English 
sentiment to admit or proclaim the fact that the sacred 
resting-place of the Father of the Tudor race had been 

^ The following extract from Bishop Turner's sermon at the coro- 
nation of James IL, April 23, 1685, shows how long this sentiment of 
the anion of the rival houses lasted : — ' Think how much Royal dost 
and ashes is laid ap in yonder chapel. There the Houses of York and 
Lancaster rest quietly under one roof. There does Queen Mary and 
her sister, Queen Elizabeth, lie close together; their ashes do not part. 
In the story of Polynices and Eteocles, two brothers, rivals for a 
crown, we are told their smoke divided into two pyramids as it as- 
cended from one funeral pile ; but here the dusts do as kindly mingle, 
as all the old piques and aversions are soundly asleep with them. And 
so shall we be ere long — most of us in a meaner lodging, but all of us 
in the dnst of death.' (P. 28.) 

2 Bacon's Henry VIL, iii. 406. 

* For the funeral of Henry VII. see Chapter III. p. 200, and of 
James L ibid. p. 218. 
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invaded bj one who was still regarded as a stranger and an 
alien.^ 

While the vault was jet open there happened to be a 
meeting of high dignitaries of Church and State, assembled 
on a Royal Commission in the Jerusalem Chamber, under 
the presidency of the Archbishop of Canterbury. It seemed 
but fitting that the first visitor to the tomb of the Royal Soot 
should have been a Primate from beyond the Tweed, and it 
was with a profound interest that the first Scotsman who had 
ever reached the highest office in the Engh'sh Church bait 
over the grave of the first Scotsman who had mounted the 
throne of the English State. He was followed by the Earl 
of Stanhope (who, as President of the Society of Antiquaries, 
had expressed from the first lively interest in these ezcavsr 
tions), the Earl of Carnarvon, and the Bishops of St. David's, 
Oxford, Gloucester, and Chester. The Canons in residence 
(Canons Jennings, Nepean, and Conway) were also present; 
as was the Architect of the Abbey, Mr. Gf. Gilbert Scott, who 
minutely inspected the whole localifcy.* 

Such was the close of an inquiry which, after having dis- 
closed so many curious secrets, ended in a result almost as 
interesting as that which attended the discovery of the vault 
of Charles L at Windsor. It was, in fact, observed as a strik- 
ing parallel, that over the graves of each of the first Stuart 
kings a similar mystery had hung ; and that each was at last 
found in the chosen resting-place of the first Tudor kings — 
James I. with Henry VII. and Elizabeth of York ; Charles I. 

1 Dean Williams only refers generally to 'the sepolchxe of the 
kings erected by Henry VII., his great-grandfather, jnst as this other 
Solomon was in the city of David his father/ {Serm, p. 75.) See also 
Chapter IV. 

' Throughout I derived considerable aid from the suggestions of 
Mr. Froude, the historian ; Mr. Doyne Bell, of the Privy Purse Office, 
Buckingham Palace; and Mr. Scharf, Keeper of the National Portrait 
Gallery, who were present during a large part of the operations, which 
extended, at intervals, over more than three weeks. 
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with Heniy YIII. and Jane Seymour. The vault was closed, 
and at its entrance was placed a tablet inscribed, ' This vault 
was opened by the Dean, February 11, 1869.' 

Note. — It appears from the Sacrist's accoimts (under the head of 
Solutiones pro SerenissimaB Dominn Margarets Comitissn de Rych- 
monte missis a Festo Paschie, anno Regni H. YII. xx.), that £1 Is. Sd. 
was paid in that year to Thomas Gardiner pro facturd tumba Matrit 
Domini Regis. This must have been in Margaret's lifetime. Mr. 
Doyne Bell has famished me with the item for the payment of the 
inscription and cross on Heniy YII.'s coffin : — ' The Plomer's charge 
for crosse of lead and making of molds of scrypture about the cross, 
£6 13s. 4d.* (5) The appearance of bronze or 'cast brass' of the 
effigies of Henry YII. and his Queen, as well as of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham, seems to have been visible in 1672 {Antiquarian Repertory, iv. 
565). 
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NoTS. — Names of persons buried in the Abbey are in italics, BB — Anne 
of Denmark; those who are buried and have monuments are thus dis- 
tinguished, as — ^Addison; those who have monuments and are not 
buried in the Abbey, th}u---\An9Uff, Chrittopher; those who are in 
the Cloisters, ihiM — *Agard€. 



ABB 
A BBACY, abolition of, iii. «7, 08; 

-^ revival of, under Mary, 108; 
final abolition of, 111 

Abbey, the, founded by Edward the 
Confessor on an ancient chapel of 
St. Peter, i. 19, 23; the building, 
80, 31; first cruciform church in 
England, 81; the establishment, 
82; the dedication, 36; effects of 
the Confessor's character on the 
foundation of, 39; connection of 
with the Conquest, 40; with the 
English Constitution, 42; founda- 
tion of Lady Chapel, 149; rebuilt 
by Henry III., 149-164; continued 
by Edward L, 167; nave built by 
Henry V., 179; plan of, showing 
tombs as they appeared in 1609, 
198; continued by Islip, iii. 16; 
Henry VII.'s Chapel, i. 193-199; 
first musical festival in, iii. 182; 
west towers built, 212 

Abbot, Archbishop, iii. 129 

Abbots of Westminster, iii. 7; under 
the Xormans, 9 ; the Plantagenets, 
12; the Tudors, 14, 16; their burial- 
place, 9; Place or Palace of, 41; 
privileges of, i. 68 ; list of, iii. 7- 
16 

Abbott, Peter, his wager, i. 80 noU, 
ii. 168 noU 



ANN 

Actors, the, ii. 164; attitude of the 

Church towards, 164 
Adam, ii. 167 
"^Addiaon, funeral, ii. 128-180, 167; 

grave, 66; monument, 129. See 

* Spectator ' 
*Agarde, antiquarian, iii. 76 
Agincourt, Battle of, i. 180, 186, ii. 

10, 176 
Albemarle (George Monk), Duke of, 

ii.63 
Aldred, Archbishop, i. 29, 36, 64 
Alexander UI. of Scotland, i. 71, 

162 
Alfonw, son of Edward I., i. 167 
Almonry, the, i. 202, 208, ui. 40, 

92 note 
* Altar » of the Abbey — when and 

how so called, iii. 237; its history, 

287-240 
Amelia, daughter of George II., i. 

234 
Ampulla, the, 1. 85 
' Anchorite*s house,' iii. 49, 79, 102 
° Andre, Major, li. 92 
Andrew, St., plan of chapel of, ii. 

24 
Andrewes, Dean and Bishop, iii. 76; 

interest in the Khool, 122 
Anne, Princeae, daughter of Charles 

I., i. 219 
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AMN 

^Anne of BoAemia, Qaeen of Bicbaid 

II., i. 176 
Anne Boleyn, coronation, i. 90 
^Anne of Cleves, i. 100, 208; tomb 

of, 208 note 
Amne of Denmark, i. 103, 218; ui. 

255; vault of, 255-257 
Ann€ Hyde, Duckeu of York, i. 228, 

iii. 261 
Anine Mowbray of York, 1 191 
Anne of Warwick, i. 190, 191 
Anne, Queen, coronation, i. 115, 
230; children, iii. 261; burial, i. 
230; wax figure, ii. 212, iii. 248 
Anne's, St., Cbapel and Lane, iii. 40 
Anointing in coronation, i. 50 
Anselm, Archbishop, iii. 65, 82 
iAnttey, ChrisUpher, ii. 160 
* Antioch Chamber,* iii. 44, 67 note 
Apollo, temple of, i. 11 
Aquitaine, representatives of Dnkes 
of, at coronation of George III., i. 
124 
AraheUa Stuart, i. 217, iii. 259 
Archdeacon of Westminster, his 

privilegeSf iii. 6; first, 10 
^Argyll and Greenwich^ John, Duke 
of, tomb of himself and fainilj, ii. 
82, iii. 253, 253 note 
Arnold, Benedict, ii. 93 note 
^Arnold, Samuel, ii. 164 
Arnold, Thomas, quoted, i. 131 note 
Arthur, King, coronation of, i. 52 
Arthur, Prince (son of Henry VII.), 

i. 203 
Ashbumham House, iii. 98 note, 208 
Assembly of Divines, iii. 148-156 
Atterbury, Dean and BUhop; ap- 
pointment to the Deanery, iii. 
181; love for Milton, ii. 124; in- 
terest in the Abbey, iii. 182; in the 
School, 183, 191 ; letter to Pope, ii. 
73, 79 : interest in the epitaphs, 81, 
121, 123, 124, 182; on Freind, 172; 
interest in burial of Addison, 128; 
of Marlborough, 73; of South, iii. 
181: plots, 188; exile and death, 
191; buried, ii. 143, ui. 191 
Auffusta, mother of €reoig<8 III., i. 
234 



^Aveiine, ComUete of Lauoatier, i. 

165 
Aye or Eye Brook, i. 9, iii 20 
^Ayton, Sir Robert, ii. 116 



BACON, sculptor, ii. 98 note 
^Bagnall, MekoUu, ii. 182 
^BaiUie, Dr. Matthew, ii. 173 
\Baker, ii. 88 
\Balehe)n, ii. 88 
Bangor, Bishop of, iii. 202 
^Banks, Thomat, ii. 167 
Baptisms, iii. 223 
Barking (or Berking), Abbot, i. 149; 

instigator of the Lady Chapel, iiL 

9, 52; 11 
^Barrow, Isaac, ii. 139, 140, iiL ITS 
*Barry, actor, ii. 169 
^Barry, Sir Charlee, ii. 167 
Bath, Knights of the, i. 83, 86; new 

arrangement of, 117-121; first 

Dean of, iii. 210; Lord Dnn- 

donald*s banner, i. 120, ii. 206 
^Bath, PuUeney, Earl of, his funenl, 

U. 84 
* Battle of Ivry,' ii. 30 note 
Baxter, Richard, i. 106; sermon of, 

iii. 148 
Bayenx tapestiy, L 41, 46, 53 note, 

54 note 
fBayne, Captain, ii. 91 
Beattie, quoted, ii. 197 note 
Beaw^rk famUy, ii. 27 
^Beauderk^ Lord Aubrey, ii. 88 
Beaumont, i. 139, ii. 112 . 
Becket, Thomas, i. 62, 68, 169, iii. 

32 
*Behn, Aphara, ii. 127 
Belfiy at Westminster, iii. 29 
Bell of Westminster, iii. 22, 228 
oBeil, Andrew, u. 144 noU 
Bell, Captain H., in the Gatehoosa, 

iii. 26 
Benedict, St., i. 174; plan of chapel 

of, ii. 42 
BenneU, Sir WiUiam Stemdale, ii. 

164 
Benson, last abbot and first dean, iii. 

102 
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Bentlej, Dr., iU. 2W 
BtrktUy, Sir WiiUam, ii. 58 
•BetUrkmy baiial of, iL 157 
Bible preaented at ooronatioiu, i. 96, 

107, 114 
Bible, translation of the EngliBh, iii. 

a06 
^BiUj Dean, iu. 119 
oBiUfm; BiAqp, ii. 159 noU 
iBins/i€ld, Colonel, ii. 59 
^Bingham, Sir J2., ii. 31 
iBirkhead, Anne, ii. 186 
Bisbop of London, i. M, 61, iii. 5, 6 
Bishop of Westminster, i. 96, iii. 98 
' Black Death > at Westminster, iU. 12 
Blagg, Thot., iL 56 noU 
^Blair, Captain, ii. 91 
Blaize, St., Chapel of, iii. 14, 17, 109 
Blake, Admiral, ii. 48, 49 
Blessed heretic, the, iii. 219 
Blomfield, Bishop, L 131 note, iii. 6 

note 
•BUmni, 0,, ii. 208 nofe 
^Bhw, Dr, John, ii. 168 
""Bohun ckHdren, i. 174 
Bond, Deme, ii. 49, iii. 146 
Bonner, Bishop, sings Mass in the 

Abbey, iii. 109 
^ Booth, Barton, the actor, L 125, iii. 

158 
Boecawen, Colonel, ii. 50 note 
^Boulter, ArchhuHuip, ii. 144 noU, iii. 

210 
Bourbon, Armand and CharloUe de, 

ii. 190 
Bourchier,. Cardinal Archbishop, iii. 

36 
^Bourchier, Humphrey, ii. 11 
' Bowling Alley * and gardens, iii. 19 
*BraeegirdU, Mre,, iii. 157 
^Bradford, Dean, first Dean of the 

Order of the Bath, iii. 209, 254 

note 
Bradthaw, John, lives and dies at 

the Deanery, ii. 50, iii. 156; burial, 

ii. 50; disinterment, i. 228 
Brad^aw, Mr:, ii. 50 
Bray, Sir Reginald, i. 89, 198 
Bridges, Winyfred, Marchioneet of 
Wineheder, ii. 19 



0AM 

Brigham, Niektdae, ii. 109 
Brithwold, Bishop, i. 90 
^Bi-oeas, Sir Be^-nard, ii. 10, 16 
^Bromley, Sir Thoi,, ii. 19 
•Broughton, J., 0. 192 
Broughton, Sir £., ii. 58 
iBrown, Tom, ii. 127 
t^rtine^, ii. 178 
Brydges, Frances, ii. 26 
•Buchan, Dr., ii. 178 note 
^Buckingham, Countete of, ii. 86 
<>Buckingham, 0, VUlUre, first Duke 

qf, n. 37; death, 87; tomb, 87; 

monument, 88; second Duke of, 39 
Buckingham House, ii. 77 
^Buckinghamthire, Ducheet of, iL 77 ; 

wax figure, 218 
^Buekinghamthire, Sheffield, Duke 

of, monument, ii. 77; epitaph, 79; 

vault of, iii. St58; second Duke of, 

death, ii. 78; wax figure, 213 
^Buekland, Dean, iu. 223, 234 
Buckland, Frank, quoted, ii. 115 

noU, 174 
iBuUer, Charles, ii. 106 
Burgesses of Westminster, ill. 128^ 

101 
*Burgoyne, General, ii. 92 
Burke, ii. 160 note; visit to the 

Abbey, 1, 183 noU, 196, iiL 280 
t^iiWet^A, Lord, iL 21 
Burleigh, Mildred CecU, Lady, and 

daaghter Anne, Countess of Ox- 
ford, ii. 25 
Burnet, Bishop, iii. 203 
iBumey, Dr, Charles, ii. 164 
Burrough, Sir John, ii. 30 note 
oBusby, Dr,, u. 141, iii. 159, 160, 

163 
^ButUr, Samuel, ii. 125 
^Buxton, Fovfell, ii. 106 
•Byrcheston, Abbot, iii. 12 
Byron, Lord, ii. 151, 152, 199 



pADWALLADER, the last British 

^ King, i. 197 • 

Cambridge, connection of West- 
minster School with Trinity Col- 
lege, iii. 117 
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CAM 

oCamdem, ii. IM; Headnuurter, Hi. 

75, 121, 122; outnge to hi* tomb, 

ii. 46, 136 
oCampbtll, Thomas, ii. 151 
^Canning, Earl, ii. 104 
^Canninfff George, ii. 103 
Canon Row, i. 8. iii. 73 noU 
Canterbury, Archbiahop of, hia 

riKhts, i. 59, 60, iii. 83 
Canterbury Cathedral, i. 174, 179, 

iii. 31 
^Carevf, Lord, ii. 11 
Carer, Dr., Headmaster, iii. 222 
^Carleton, Dudley, ii. 31 
Caroline, Q^ttn (of Georipe II.), L 

231 
Caroline, Queen (of George lY.), i. 

127-129 
Caroline, daughter of George n., i. 

234 
^Carter, Colonel, ii. 50 noU 
Carter, the antiquary, ii. 77, 84 note, 

89 noU, iii. 67 note, 232 
^Carteret Family, ii. 183 
Cary, Henry, ii. 161 
**C(iry, Thomas, ii. 43 
^Casaubon, Isaac, ii. 135, 136, 198 
^Castlereagh, Viscount, ii. 103 
' Cathedral,' applied to Abbey, i. 77, 

96, iii. 98, in, 112 
^Catherine, Princess, daughter of 

Henry III., I. 163 
Catherine of Valois, Queen, i. 87, 

181; her burial, 187; tomb of, 186, 

187 
Catherine, St., chapel of, i. 42, iii. 82 
Caxton, {. 203, ii. 109, iii 92, 279 

note 
0C«ci7/am%, ii. 21, 25, 26 
('eltic races, revival of, i. 197 
t Chamberlen, Hugh, ii. 171 
* Chambers, Ephraim, ii. 151 note, 

199 
"> Chambers, Sir W,, ii. 167 
Champion at coronations, i. 83 
Channel Row, i. 8 
Chapel of St. Benedict, ii. 40 
Chapel of St. Edmund, ii. 23 
Chapel of St. John, St. Michael, and 

St. Andrew, ii. 24 



CLT 

(^pel of SC John the Baptist^ ii. 22 
Chapel of Sc Nichofan, ii 2S 
(^lapel of St. Paul, iL S3 
Chapel of St. Faith, iii. 88 
Chapter fioose, L 34 note, 206, iii. 

62-77; first scene of House of 

CummoDs, 66; Record Office, 74; 

restoration of, 62, 74 
Khardin, ii. 189 
Charles, son of Charles I., i. 219 
Charles Edward, Prince, at corona^ 

tion of George HI., i. 126 
Charles I., coronation, i. 104; his in- 
tended tomb, 224; ii. 33 note ; exe- 
cution of, iii. 161, 282 
Charles II., coronation, i. 107-110; 

coronation in Scotland, 107 note; 

burial, 226 : wax figure, 211 ; vault 

of, iii. 248, 249 
Charles Y., Emperor, requiem for 

him in the Abbey, i. 209 
^Chatham, Earl, ii. 89, iii. 100 noU; 

monument, ii. 98 : wax figure, 21S; 

second Earl, 98 fiole 
^Chaucer, burial of, and monument, 

ii. 109; gravestone, 109 
Cheyney Gate Manor, iii. 41 
Chiffinch, Tom, ii. 61 
Chiswick, house there belonging to 

Westminster School, liL 121, 170 
^ChurckUl, Admiral, ii. 76 
''Gbber, Mrs., ii. 157 
Cinque Ports, privileges of, i. 68 
Circumspecte Agatis, statute, iii. 70 
' Citizen of the World,* Goldsmith's, 

quoted, i. 80, ii. 19 iiole 
City of Westminster, iii. 4, 129 
Civil Ware, close of, i. 196 
Claims of Windsor, Chertsey, and 

Westminster for the burial of 

Henry VI., i. 191 
Clarendon, Earl, ii. 66 
Clavering, i. 33 note 
Claypole, EliMobeth, i. 220, ii. 52; 

vault of, iii. 254, 255 
aeveland, Duke of, i. 226 
Clifford, Sir Thomas and Lady, ii. 12 
Cloisten, the, ii. 207, iii. 9, 50 
Cloveshoe, iii. 82 note 
Clyde, Lord, ii. 94 
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OOB 

iCobden, Richard, ii. 106 

C!ock Inn, in Tothill Street, i. 22 note 

^Colchetter, Wm. of. Abbot, iii. 14, 
38; conspiracy of, 42 

Coleridge, ii. 162 

College or Collegiate Church of St. 
Peter, Westminster, i. 22; estab- 
lishment of, iii. 114 

College Hall, iii. 36, 42, 116, 186 

Collier, nonjuring divine, iii. 26 

Colonies of rats, iii. 92 note 

Colomba, Pillow of, i. 76 

Commons, House of, its origin, i. 
166, iii. 66; first held in the Chap- 
ter House, 67, in Refectory, 68, 
and then in St. Stephen's Chapel, 
72; removal of worship of, to St. 
Margaret's Church, 126 

Commonwealth, the, i. 220 ; disinter- 
ment of magnates of, ii. 60 

Communion Table in Westminster 
Abbey has the only authoritative 
claim to the name of 'Altar,' iii. 
237 note 

Compton, iii. 199 

^Conduitt, John, ii. 170 

Confirmations, iii. 223 

^Congrevt, William, ii. ISO; monu- 
ment, 131, 199 

Consecration of Bishops in the 
Middle Ages, iii. 81 note; after 
the Reformation, 99; after the 
Restoration, 167, 168; in modern 
times, 228 

Constable, Sir Wiaiam, ii. 48 

Constence, Council of, iii. 14 

Convocation of Canterbury, iii. 193- 
208 

•Cooke, Dr. B., ii. 164 

t Coote, Sir Eyre, ii. 89 

Combury, Lord, ii. 66 note 

■fComewall, Captain, ii. 88 

Coronation, ite idea and character, i. 
49-62, 133; service, 133 

Coronations, connection of, with the 
Abbey, i. 63 

Coronations of early English kings, 
i. 49, 61 

Coronation Oath, i. 50, 67, 66, 98, 
106, 111 note, 112, 127, 132 
VOL. III. — 19 



DAN 

Coronation privileges of Abbote and 

Deans of Westminster, i. 68 
Coronation Stone, L 71, 80; represen- 
tation of, 73 
^Cottington, Lord, ii. 41 
Cotton, Sir Robert, iii. 75 
^Cottrell, Clement, ii. 59 
Councils of Westminster, i. 42, iii. 82 
•Courayer, P., ii. 187, 188, 199 
Conrcy, Almeric de, ii. 179 note 
Courtney, Rd,, Bithcp of Norwich, 

ii. 10 
Covent Garden, iii. 21 
Coventry, Earl of, ii. 87 note 
Coverdale, Miles, iii. 102 
^Cotoley, Abraham, funeral, ii. 117, 

118 
Cowper, ii. 106, iii. 217 
Coxe, Dean and Bishop, iii. 102, 111 
°Craggt, his grave, monument, and 

epiteph, ii. 65-68 
Cranmer, Archbishop, i. 94 ; address 

of, at coronation of Edward YI., 

97 
^ Creed, Major, ii. 71, 93 note 
°Crewe, Jane, ii. 84 no^e 
Cripple, legend of the, i. 27 
Crispin, Abbot, iii. 9 
"^Crqfl, Dr., ii. 168 
Crohesley, Abbot, iii. 9, 10 note, 54 
Cromwell, installation of, i. 107; 

death, 221; burial, 222, iii. 161; 

disinterment, i. 223, ii. 64; interest 

in the Abbey, 46, 47 
Cromwell, Elizabeth, i. 220 
Crucifix over High Alter, iii. 16, 86; 

in North Transept, ii. 8 note, iii. 

86 ; in Cloister, 51 
Crull, the Antiquary, ii. 123 
Cumberland, Henry Fredericlc, Duke 

of, i. 234 
Cumberland, Richard, ii. 149 
Cumberland, William Auguttus, 

Duke of, i. 234 
CurtUngton, Abbot, iii. 12 



TTVALRYMPLE, Wm., ii. 183 
-^ Dante, Divina Commedia of, i. 
164 
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DAB 

DarnUyf Jamu, DAtonl ton of 
Jamet II., iii. 962 

^Daubeney, Sir Charles, ii. 11 

^DattmatU, Sir W., ii. 116 

iDavtff Sir Humphry ^ ii. 173 

Dean of Westminster, his oflSce, i. 
58, iii. 9^100 

Dean of the Order of the Bath, i. 119 

Deans enumerated, iii. 119-193, 205- 
222 

Dean's Yard, iii. 41, 158 noU, 168, 
187, 211 

Deane, Colonel, ii. 48 

Deanery {see Abbot's Palace or 
Place), iii. 41, 98, 102, 105, 119, 
181; plan of, 153, 157, 158, 168, 
187, 188, 212 

ti>e Burgh^ John, ii. 28 

De Castro Novo, Sir Ftdk, il. 8 

Declaration of Indulgence, reading 
of, iii. 171 

* Dei Gratia,* origin of, i. 51 

Delaval, Admiral, ii. 72 noU, 181 

DeUval, Lord, ii. 181; Udy, 181 

Denham, ii. 118 

Dickens, ii. 153 

Disbrowe, Jane, i. 220 

■ Discipline of Monks, iii. 85 

Disinterment of the Magnates of the 
Commonwealth, ii. 50 

•Disney, Colonel CDuke'), ii. 186 

Dissolution of the Monastery, iii. 110 

Dolben, Dean, ii. 53, iii. 169 ; Bishop- 
rick of Rochester first united to 
Deanery, 169 ; Archbishop of Tork, 
169 

Domesday Book, iii. 74 

Doncaster, Charles, Earl o/*, i. 226 

Dorislaus, Isaac, ii. 47, 51 

Dormitory of the Monks, ii. 55; Old 
Dormitory of the School, iii. 116; 
New Dormitory, 184 

^Drayton, Michael, ii. 113 

^Dryden, funeral, grave, and monu- 
ment, ii. 119-122, 199 

Duck Lane, iii. 20 

^Dudley, Bishop of Durham, iii. 11 

Damouriez, author of the epitaph on 
the Duke of Montpensier, i. 236 

Dundonald, Earl qf, i. 120, ii. 92, 206 



KDW 

Dunfermline Abbey and Palace, L 28, 

140fio<e 
Dnnstan, St., his charter, iii. 6 ; chapel 

of, 40 
^Duppa, Biskep, ii. 57, 57 note, iiL 

123 note 
Dvppa, Sir Thomas, ii. 58 noU 
Duras, Louis, Earl of Ferersham, iL 

190 
Durham, Bishop of, iiL 225 
Duroure, Sdpio and •Alexander, ii. 

86 

"CHARLES, Dean, iii. 168 

-^ Earls Palatine, L 50 iKrte 

Ebuiy, i. 10, iii. 8 

Edgar, Foundation of, i. 14 

EdUh, Queen, i. 147, iii. 51 

Edmund Crouchback, i. 165 

Edmund, St., Chapel of, 1. 163; plan 
of, u. 23 

Edmund, son of Henry YII., i. 202 

Edric, the fisherman, legend of, i. 24 

^Edward the Confessor: his appear- 
ance, i. 15, and characteristics, 16, 
17, 35, 89; last of the Saxons, first 
of the Normans, 17, 18; devotion 
to St. Peter, 21, 33, 37; veneration 
for St John the Evangelist, 84, 
87 ; journey to Rome to obtain con- 
firmation of privileges, ordered by, 
29; his vow, 19, 29; founder and 
builder of the Abbey, 22, 35; death 
and burial, 37; his shrine, built by 
Henry III., 156; despoiled by 
Henry VIII., 205; restored by 
Mary, 205; his body believed to 
have been last seen, 39 note ; trans- 
lation by Henry IL, 148; by Henry 
III., 159; veneration for his re- 
mains, 148; lastQotioeof, 232; pil- 
grims to, iii. 88 

'^Edward /., coronation, i. 71 ; burial 
and monument, 167; opening of 
tomb of, 169; ii. 84 

Edward II., coronation, i. 81; waste- 
fulness of, 170 

'^Edward III., election and corona- 
tion, i. 82; death, monnment, and 
children, 172, 178 
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Edward lY., coronation, i. 87; death, 
190; his coortierB, ii. 11 

Edward V., i. 88; his birth, iu. 35; 
burial, 1. 190 

Edward F*/., coronation, i. 95; his 
funeral, 206; tomb of, 208; vault 
of, iii. 267-271, 275 ; destruction of 
his monument, 144 

•Edimn^ first Abbot, i. 32, iii. 8, 62 
note 

EgelriCf Bishop of Durham^ ii. 8, 
iii. 87 

^Eleanor of Castile, Queen, corona- 
tion, i. 71; death and tomb, 166 

Elia, Lamb's, quoted, ii. 94 

Elizabeth of Bohemia, i. 225, iii. 261 

^Elizabeth of Torh, Queen of Henry 
VII., i. 89; death of, 199 

'^Elizabeth, Queen, coronation, i. 102 ; 
death, funeral, tomb, and inscrip- 
tion, 210, 211; her courtiers, ii. 
15-31; wax figure, 210; her in- 
terest in the Abbey, iii. 112; vault 
of, 264 

Elizabeth Woodville, Queen of Ed- 
ward lY., takes refuge in the Sanc- 
tuary, iii. 35 

*>Elizabeth, daughter of Henry VII,, 
i. 199 

Elizabethan magnates, ii. 15 

Eliot, Lady Harriet, ii. 98 note 

Elliot, Sir John, iii. 25 

* Elms,' the, in Dean's Yard, iii. 41 

^EUham, John of, tomb, i. 171, ii. 
180 

England, beginning of modem, i. 198 

English, growth of, iii. 85 

Entertainments in the Jerusalem 
Chamber, iii. 131 

Erasmus, i. 203 

Essex, Devereux, Earl of, ii. 45, 52; 
his grave, iii. 14 note 

"^Esteney, Abbot, ii. 26, 203, iii. 14, 36 

Ethelgoda, i. 14, 144, iii. 62 

Evelyn, quoted, iii. 166, 173 

Evans, Bishop of Bangor, iii. 202 

^Exeter, Elizabeth, Countess of, ii.25 

^Exeter, Thomas Cecil, Earl o/; ii. 26 

Eye, manor and stream of, L 0, ii. 8, 
iu.20 



GAT 

•-pAIRBORNE, Sir P., ii. 59 

Falcons in the Abbey, iii. 157 
note 

Falmouth, Lord, ii. 58 

Fanelli, sculptor, ii. 41 note 

^Fanes, the monument of, ii. 31 

Fascet, Abbot, iii. 15 

Feckenham; inscription on tomb of 
Edward III., i. 173 notef last Ab- 
bot, iii. 105, 109, 110 

Feilding family, ii. 37 note 

°Feme, Bishop, ii. 57 

Ferrar, Nicholas, ordained by Laud, 
iii. 135 

Festival, first musical, iii. 132; Han- 
del, 215 

^Ffolkes, Martin, ii. 170 

Fiddes, Dr., iii. 189 

Fire of Houses of Parliament, iii. 76 

Fire of London, iii. 170 

Fire in the Cloisters, iii. 208 

Fisher, Bishop, i. 201, 203, iii. 134 

° Fleming, Genei'ul, ii. 86 

Fletcher, ii. Ill, 112 note 

Flete, Prior, iii. 15 

iFoUeU,air W. TT., m. 99 

Fontevrault, i. 145, 162 

*Foote, Samuel, ii. 159 

Ford, Abbot, ii. 8 

Foreigners, monuments of, ii. 187 

°Fox, Charles James, ii. 100 

Frederick II., Emperor, i. 162 

Frederick Prince of Wales, i. 234 

fFreind, John, physician, ii. 172 

Freind, Dr. Robert, Headmaster, ii. 
123, iii. 208 

""Freke family, ii. 185 

Friends, monuments of, ii. 185 

Froude, quoted, i. 90-94, 98, 99, 100 

Fulk de Castro Novo, ii. 8 

^Fullerton, Sir James, ii. 52 

r5.ALlLEE, the, in Westminster 

^^ Palace, iii. 44 note 

Grarden of Infirmary and College, iii. 

80, 110, 184 
Garrick and his widow, ii. 159, 160 

note; monument, 160 
Gatehouse, the, iii. 23, 25, 27, 28, 29, 

30 
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OAT 

^Gay, John, ii. 132, 138; his epitmph, 

134, 185 
Gent, his odvcntare in the College 

hall, iU. 186, 187 
Geoffrey, Abbot, iii. 9 
George of Denmark, Prince, i. 230, 

iii. 249 
George William, Prince, ton of 

George If., I 228, note 
George I., coronation, i. 116; estab. 

lishment of the Knights of the 

Bath, 117; death, 230 
George //., coronation, i. 121; tomb, 

232; funeral, 232; vault of, iii. 247 
George III., coronation, i. 122; buried 

at Windsor, 234 
George IV., coronation, 1. 126 
^Gervate of Bloit, iii. 9 
^Getkin, Grace, ii. 185 
* Gibbons, Christopher, ii. 162 
Gibl>onR, Orlando, iii. 132 
Gifford, William, ii. 151, iii. 221 
•Gislebert, Abbot, iii. 9 
Glanville, William, bequest of, ii. 88 

note 
^GloueetUr, Duke of (Thomas of 

Woodstock) and Duchess, i. 179 

note, ii. 129 note 
Gloucester, William, Duke of, i. 229 
Glynne, anecdote of, when at West- 
minster School, iii. 160; Mrs. Helen 

Glynne, 160 note 
^ Godfrey, Sir Edmnnd Berry, ii. 60 
^Godolphin, Sidney Earl, ii. 68 
Godwin, Bishop, consecrated, iii. 99 
Golden Fleece, Hi^h Biass of the Or- 
der of the, iii. 104 
i Goldsmith, death, ii. 146; his epi- 
taph, 147; quotations from, i. 80, 

ii. 179, 211 
°Golofre, Sir John, ii. 9 
Goodenough, Dr., Headmaster, iii. 

222 
Good Friday, sermons in the Chapel 

Royal, iif. 214 
^Goodman, Gabriel, Dean, ii. 21, iii. 

39, 114, 120, 121, 124 
fGrabe,u.Ul 

Graham, the watchmaker, ii. 176 
Granary, the, iii. 41 



Grattan, deathbed, ii. 101, 102; grays, 

102 
Grave of an unknown person, iii. 271 
iGray, ii. 185 
Grey, Frances, Duchess of Suffolk, 

ii. 13 
GroBsetete, Bishop, i. 09 
^Grote, ii. 154 
^GMest, General, ii. 85 



fTAKHTYT, ii. 136 note, Ui. 124 
note 

°Bales, Stephen, ii. 176 

^Halifax, Charles Montague^ Earl of, 
ii. 65 

^Haltfax, George Montague, Earl 
of, ii. 89 

^Balifax, SamHe, Marqms of, ii. 65 

Hamilton, Colonel, ii. 58 

Hampden, iii. 25 

^Handel, i. 231, ii. 164; his festival, 
iii. 215 

Hanover, House of, i. 281 

■fffanway, Jonas, ii. 105 

fHarbord, Sir C, ii. 59 

°Hardy, Sir lliomas and Lady, ii. 87 

Hargrave, General, ii. 86 

Harley, Anna Sophia, ii. 182 note 

Harold Harefoot, i. 144 

Harold, i. 37; his coronation, 58 

^Harpedon, Sir John, ii. 11 

^Harrison, Admiral, ii. 92 

^Harvey, Captain, ii. 91 

Hnselrig, Thomas, ii. 50 note 

f Hastings, Warren, ii. 105; cup pre- 
sented by and others to Westmin- 
ster School, iii. 217 

Hat, reception of Wolftey*s, iii. 89 

Hatherley, Lord, iii. 235 note 

°ffattons, the, ii. 31 

Havering atte Bower, i. 34 

Hawerden, i. 14, 15 note 

•HavHns, Ernest, iii. 224 note 

•Hawkins, Sir John, ii. 164 iiofs 

Hawks in the Abbey, iii. 167 

^Hawle, murder of, iii. 88 

Hay Hill, i. 9 note 

Henderson, John, ii. 160 

Henlry, Abbot, iii. 12 
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HXN 

Henrietta Maria, her tnite enter- 
tained, iii. 132 

Henry L, coronation, i. 60 

Henry II., coronation, i. 63; borial 
at Fontevraolt, 145 

Heniy, Prince, son of Henry II., 
coronation, i. 63; burial, li5 

°HtHry III., his two coronations, i. 
68, 69; reign, 150; rebuilding of 
the Abbey, 151-158; his character, 
151-154; translates the bod}- of the 
Confessor, 159; death of, 161; 
tomb, 161; burial of his heart at 
Fontevrault, 162; his children, 163 

Henry lY., election and coronation, 
i. 85; death, 179, iii. 46 

^Henry V., coronation, 1. 86; 'Con- 
version,' iii. 47; death and burial, 
i. 181; character, 181; tomb, 182; 
saddle, helmet, statue, 184, 185; his 
courtiers, IL 10; convention of, iii. 
70 

Henry YL, coronation, L 87; choice 
of tomb, 189: death, 189; devo- 
tion to, 191; controversy as to 
burial, 191; chapel of, 193; iii. 
275f»ote 

^ffenry F//., coronation, i. 89; his 
devotion, 195; his death, 200; his 
burial, 200: his effigy, 201; his 
courtiers, ii. 11; his chapel, i. 193- 
195, iii. 99, 129, 211. 221; plan of 
chapel, i. 199; vault of, iii. 276; 
account of vault, 275, 276, 277 

Henry YIH., coronation, i. 90; his 
intended tomb, i. 204, iii. 268 
note 

Henry of Oatlands, Dvke of Gloucet- 
ter, son of Charles I., i. 225, iii. 
260 

Henry, Frederick, Prince, son of 
James I., i. 217, iii. 260 

Henry, Philip, iii. 162 

Henry, Prince, son of Henry YIH. 
i.204 

Herbert, Abbot, iii. 9 

Herbert, George, iii. 124 

Herie, rector of Winwick, iii. 155 

Herle, Margaret, iii. 155 note 

Hermit of Worcester, legend of, i. 23 



INO 

Hermits in Westminster, i. 174, iii. 
85, 49, 79 

^Herriet, Colonel, ii. 94 

Henekel, ii. 172 

^Hertford, Franeu Howard, Coun- 
tess of, ii. 14 

Hervey, Lord, quoted, i. 121 

Hervey, Lord, ii. 32 

Hetherington quoted, iii. 155 

Heylin, John, iii. 218 

oHeyHn, Peter, iii. 138, 163 

High Steward of Westminster, ii. 21, 
iii. 5, 180 

Historical Aisle, ii. 135 

Holborn Hill, i. 6 

^Holland, Lord, ii. 101 

^HoUes, Frances, ii. 26 note 

^HoUes, Sir G,, ii. 27 

Holmes, ii. 88 

Holyrood Abbey and Palace, i. 28, 
140 

Hooker, on Christian worship, quoted, 
iii. 242 

^Homeck, Antony, ii. 142 

°Homeck, Captain W,, ii. 87 

^Horner, Frandt, ii. 106 

Horsley, Dean and Bishop, iii. 219 

House of Commons, rise of the, iii. 67 

Howard, Frances, Countess of Hert- 
ford, ii. 14 

Howe, Earl, u. 91 

Howe, ViKQUfd, ii. 90 

Hudson, Sir Geoffrey, iii. 26 

Hugh, St., of Lincoln, iii. 82 note, 
225 

•Hugolin, i. 17, 27, 34; his tomb, ii. 
7, iii. 57 

*Humez, Abbot, iii. 9, 83 

^Huntdon, Lord, ii. 20 

^Hunter, John, ii. 115, 174 

fHntt, Captain, ii. 01 

Hyde, Anne, Duchess of Tork, i. 228, 
iii. 261 

Hyde Manor, iii. 21 



IMPET, Elijah, iii. 217 
-^ Infirmary*, the, iii. 80, 81 
Inglis, Sir R* U., quoted, i. 128 
Ingulph, iii. 51 
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InnooeDts' Day, i. 35, 88 
Iiutallation of the Kings, i. 71 
Ireland, Dtan, iL 151 »ol«, iii. 77, 

231, 23i 
IreUm, iii. 47 

Island of Thonu, the, i. 7, 10 
""/dip. Abbot, i. 198, ii. 26, iu. 15, 38, 

186 
Ifllip, Oxfozdahire, i. 28 

TAMEB /., coronation, i. 103; 
ooort of, 81 ; funeral, i. 218, iii. 
134; perplexity respecting grave 
of, and account of search for, 247- 
276; discovery of, 276 

James II., coronation, i. 110; bnrial 
at Paris, 228; children of, 228, 
iU.261 

Jane, iii. 199 

Jerusalem Chamber, ii. 128, 169, iii. 
43, 44, 72, 131, 140, 150-201; plan 
of, 153 

Jewel House, iii. 56, 77 

Jews, sufferings of the, i. 65 

Joan, Qoeen, crowned, i. 86 

John, King, coronation, i. 67; boned 
at Worcester, 145 

John the Baptist, St., plan of chapel 
of, ii. 22 

John the Evangelist, St., beloved by 
Edward the Confessor, i. 84, 85; 
legend of his appearance, 84; plan 
of chapel of, ii. 24 

Johnum, Dr,, his burial, ii. 148; crit- 
icism on Craggs* epitaph, 67; pro- 
poses epitaph for Newton, 160 noU\ 
writes Goldsmith's epitaph, 147; 
criticises Kneller*s epitaph by Pope, 
166; on Watts, 145; ou the Gate- 
house, iii. 27; on the Abbey, ii. 
197; on Cowley's epitaph by Dean 
Sprat, 118 

<>JoAniOfi, Wmiam, ii. 117 

^Jotuon, £m, ii. 114; his grayie and 
inscription, 117 

JuUna II., Pope, u. 192 

JTEBLE, ii. 152; quoted, 900; Ub- 
^^ let of, 152 



UDI 
\KmMe, John Philip, u. 161 
fKempe^fell, ii. 92 
"^KendaU, Mary, ii. 185 
Kennicott, Dr., iii. 219 
o/Terry, Lord amd Ladf, ii. 188 
^KUliyrew, General, ii. 69 
°King, Dr, Wm., ii. 143 
King*8 Bench, the, i. 73 
King's Evil, i. 15, 158 
Kings, plan showing position of tomba 

in chapel of the, i. 157 
King's Scholars' Pond, i. 9, iii. 21 
King's Stone, the, i. 52 
Kingston-on-Thames, i. 52 noU 
King Street, iii. 22, 210 
Kitchin, Bishop, consecrated, iiL 99 
iKneUer, Sir Godfrey, u. 166 
Knightsbridge, iii. 20 note 
*Knipe, Headmaster, iii. 208 
^Knollys, Lady Catherine, U. 16, 28 
Kydyngton, Abbot, iii. 12 
Kyrton, Abbot, ii. 26, iiL 14 

LADIES of the Tudor Court, u. 18 
Lady Chapel, the, i. 69, 149, iu. 
10,82 
Lamb, Charles, quoted, ii. 94, 160 

note 
Lanfranc, Archbishop, i. 59, iiL 82 
^Langham, Abbot and Cardinal, etc., 

i. 180, iii. 12, 50 
Laud, Prebendary of Westminster, L 

58 note, 108, 104, 105; friend of 

Dean Neale, iii. 124; rival of Dean 

WUIiams, 185, 158 
*Lawrenee, Abbot, ii. 9 
Lavatory of monastery, iiL 62 
*Lawet, H,, ii. 161 
f Lawrence, General, ii. 89 
*Lawrenee, W^ iL 192 
Lecky's History of Rationalism, 

quoted, ii. 155 
Le Couvreur, Adrienne, ii. 155 note 
tXe Nete, Oig^tain, ii. 58 
Lennox, Charles, son of Duchess of 

Portsmouth, ii. 33 
Lennox, Ifenry Etme, Dnke of, L 

213 note, iu 83, iii. 263 
Lennox, Bfaigaret, i. 212, iu. 968 
Lennox vault, iii. 263 
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LBO 

Leofric, 1 28 

Le Sueur, ii. 41 note 

iLewit, Sir G. 6'., ii. 108 

Lewisham, Abbot, iii. 11 

Leyeesterf WaUer, ii. 8 

Liber Regalis, i. 8S 

Libraiy, formation of the, iii. 97, 102, 

114, 127; Cotton's, 209 
Liddell, Dr., Headmaster, iii. 222 
lightfoot, Joseph, Bishop of Durham, 

iU. 225 
^Ligonier, Lord^ ii. 69 note 
Lilly, imprisoneid in Gatehouse, iU. 

26; adventure of, in Cloisters, 136, 

137 
Lincoln, President, ii. 159 
Linlithgow, 1. 34 noU 
* Lister^ Jane, ii. 182 
lAttlington^ Abbot, i. 82, iii. 9 note, 

13, 17, 41, 44, 50 
Dturgy, revision of the, iii. 200 
Livingttone, ii 178 
iLocke, Joseph, ii. 178 
London, Bishop of, i. 59, iii. 6 
London, physical features of, i. 4 
Long Acre, iii. 21 

Long Meg of Westminster, iii. 12, 86 
Lord High Stewardship, i. 52; aboli- 
tion of, 70 
Louis, St., i. 152, 166 
Louise, Queen of Louis XVJIL, i. 

237 note 
Lovelace, iii. 25 
Lucas, Richard, iii. 177 
Lucius, Church of, i. 12; King, iii. 89 
Ludlow, i. 34 

Luther's 'Table Talk,' ill 26 
Lyell, Sir C, ii. 172 
Lyndwood, Bishop, ii. 191 
Lytton, Bvlwer, ii. 153 



TUfACAXJLAY, Lord, quoted, i. 
-^ 109, 110, 114, 150, 227, 228, ii. 
9Qnote, 07, 98, 128, 129, 151; his 
grave, 153 
^Macaulay, Zachary, ii. 106 
■\ Mackintosh, Sir James, ii. 101 
Macpherson, James, ii. 140 
Mackworth, Colonel, ii. 48 



MAT 

ICagna Charta, excommunication of 

transgressors of, iii. 84 
Magnates of the Commonwealth, ii. 44 
iMalcolm, Sir John, ii. 104 
*Mandeville, Geoffrey and Adelaide, 

ii. 8 
^Manners, Lord Bobert, ii. 91 
^Mansjieia, Lord, ii. 99 
Margaret, St. Chapel, or Church of, 

i. 32; painted window in, 203, ii. 

32, iii. 23, 25, 92, 149 
Margaret of Anjou, coronation, i. 87 
^Margaret Lennox, Countess o/Bich- 

mond, i. 212 
^Margaret o/Bichmond, i. 89, 90; her 

death, 201, iii. 40 
^Margaret of York, i. 190 
°Markham, Headmaster, afterwards 

Archbishop of York, iii. 218 
Marlborough, Duke of, at Monk's 

funeral, ii. 53 ; death and funeral, 

74; removal of, to Blenheim, 76 
Marlborough, Earl of, ii. 58 
Marlborough, Henrietta, Duchess of, 

ii. 68 
Marlborough, Sarah, Duchess of, i. 

115, ii. 68, 73, 75, 78, 130 
Marriages in the Abbey, i. 138, iii. 

223 
Marshall, Stephen, ii. 45, 50 noU, 

139, iii. 147 
Marten, Henry, iii. 145 
Martin, St, in-the-Fields, iii. 21 
Martin, St, Le Grand, iii. 22, 30 
Mary /., coronation, i. 99; attends 

Mass in the Abbey, iii. 108; grave, 

i. 209 
Mary J I., coronation, i. 113; funeral, 

229 ; wax figure, ii. 212, ill. 248 
^Mary Queen of Scots, her tomb, i. 

213; miracles wrought by her 

bones, 214; removal of body of, 

from Peterborough, iii. 258; vault 

of, 258. 259 
Mary of Orange, i. 225; iii. 261 
Mary, daughter of James I., i. 216 
Marylebone, i. 9 
fil/ojon, Bev. J., ii. 135 
Matilda, Queen, coronation, i. 60 
Matthew Paris, i. 160 
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MAU 

MamU, Qd$m, ooronEtion, i. 62; 

burial, 147 
May, That,, burial and disinterment, 

ii. 50 note, 116 note, 139 
''Mead, Bichard, ii. 173 
Meldmm, Colonel, ii. 00 note 
Mellitus, first Bishop of London, i. 

24,25 
Mendip, Lord, n.lU note 
Men of letters, ii. 146 
^Methuen, John, ii. 106 note 
Metropolitan and Metropolitical, iii. 

98 note 
""Meaitorough, Lady, ii. 181 
Michael, St., plan of chapel of, ii. 24 
^Middlesex, Earl of, ii. 40 
Middle Ages, close of, ii. 196 
Millbank, iii. 19 
""MilUng, Abbot, iu. 14 
Milman, Dean, ii. 105 
^Milton, ii. 124, 196 noU, iii. 229 
* Minster of the West,' i. 14 
Miracles at Chapel of St. Peter, i. 27; 
at shrme of St. Edward, 149; at 
tomb of Maiy Queen of Scots, 
214 
Monasteiy, the, iii. 3; possessioDs of, 

19 ; dissolution of, 97 
""Monk, Bithcp J, H,, iL 144 note 
°Monk, Bishop, Nicholas, brother of 

Geueial Monk, ii. 56 
Monk, Christopher, son of General 

Monk, ii. 56 
°Monk, George, burial, ii. 63; efligy, 
55, 211; his cap, 55; monument, 
56; vault, 211, iii. 251 
Monks, records of the, iii. 16, 17 
Monstrelet, quoted, iii. 47, 48 
i Montagu, Captain, ii. 91 
^Montague. See Halifax 
Montandre, Marquis de, i. 236 
Montelgne, Dean, iii. 125 
Montfort, Simon de, i. 163 
°Montpensier, Duke of, i. 236 
Monuments, changes of Uste with 

regard to style of, ii. 200 
Monuments, gradual growth of the, 

ii. 194 
Monuments of the young, ii. 182 
.Horay, Sir Robert, u. 174 



OFF 

Mors, Sir Thomas, imprisoned in the 

Abbot's House, iii. 48 
^Morland, Sir 8., wives of, ii. 175 
Mosaic pavement, iii. 11 
°Mountrath, Lord and Lady, ii. 63 

note 
Musicians, tombs of, it 164, 165 
Muskerry, Viscount, iL 58 

VTAVE^ i. 180; plan of, ii. 70, 130, 

-•-^ 167, iu. 13, 15, 240 

Neale, Dean, iii. 124; succession of 

preferment, 124 note 
Neate Manor, iii. 21 
Nelson, his saying on the Abbej, ii. 
213; death of, 92; waxwork figure, 
213 and noU 
^NeviUe, Dorothy, ii. 26 
^Newcastle, John EoUes, Duke of, ii. 

28,63 
^Newcastle, Margaret, Duchess of, 

ii. 62 
^Newcastle, W. Cavendish, Duke of, 

ii. 61 
Newton, John, on Sheffield's epitaph, 

ii. 80 
°Newton, Sir Isaac, gravestone and 

monument, ii. 169, 170 
Nicholas, St, plan of chapsl of, ii. 

22 
Nicoll, Headmaster, iii. 217 
"Nightingale, Lady, ii. 184, 202 note 
Noel, ff,, ii. 80 noU 
Nonconformists in the Abbey, ii. 47, 

199, iii. 145-161, 238 
°Nomtanton, Lord, ii. 144 note 
iNorris family, ii. 29, 30 
North, John, Prebendary, iii. 174 
North Transept, plan of, ii. 96 
"Northumberland family, vault of, 

ii. 180 
Northumberland, Elusabeth Percy, 

Duchess of, ii. 180 
"Norton family, tomb of, ii. 185 
Norwich, Abbot,. iii. 14 
Nowell, Headmaster, iii. 121 

</~\FFICE for Consecmting Ghnrchet 
^ and Churchyards,* iiL 204 noU 
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OLD 

Old Bourne, i. 6 

O^fitld, MrM,, gnrt o£, ii. 156 

• Old Windsor/ i. 28 

* Orchard/ the, i. 19 
Ordinations, iii. 135, 223 

Organ room, dispute in the, iii. 202 
Ormond, Duke and Duehen of, ii 56 
Ormomd vault, ii. 55, iii. 258 
Osbaldiston, Headmaster and Pnb- 

endary, iii. 158 
OsMory, Earl of, ii. 54 
^Outram, Sir Janus, ii. 94 
^Outramj Prebendary, ii. 189, iii. 

175, 177 
Owen, John, Dean of Christcbnrch, 

ii. 47, iii. 161 
Owen, Professor, L 10 note 
^Owen, Sir Thomat, ii. 20 
^Oxford, Anne Vere, CounUu of, ii. 

25 
Oxford, connection of Westminster 

School with Christchurch, iii. 117 



•"PACTUM SERVA,' inscription, 
-t i. 168 

Page, Dr., Headmaster, iii. 222 
Painted Chamber, i. 29 
Paintings in the Chapter House, iii. 

63, 64, 69; in the Abbey, 88 
Palace Yard, i. 29 
PaleologtUf TAeocfere, his family, iii. 

188, and note 
Palgrave, Sir Francis, iii. 75 
^Palmeritony Lord, ii. 104 
Pancake in Westminster School, ii. 

159 
tPoo/t, Patcal, ii. 189, 198 
PapiOon, Abbot, iii. 9 
Parker, Archbishop, iii. 75 
Parliament Office, iii. 78 
^Parr, ThomaM, ii. 186 
°Parry, Sir Thomas, ii. 12 note 
Patrick, Symon, Prebendary, iii. 174 
Paul, St., plan of chapel of, ii. 23 
Paul's, St., Cathedral, i. 11, ii. 97, 

196 note, 214, iii. 98 ao(s, 194 
^Pearce, Zackar^, Dean and Bishop, 

ii. 84, 204, iii. 212 
"^PecksaU, Sir A, U. 16 



PRA 

iPeel, Sir B„ ii. 104 

^Pslkam's secretary, ii. 85 

Pepys quoted, i. 108-110, ii. 57 note, 
iii. 165, 168 note; imprisoned in 
the Oatehouse, 26 

^Perceval, ii. 101 

Peter, St, i. 21-27; favourite saint of 
Edward the Confessor, 19, 35, 37, 
174; * robbing Peter to payPanl,* 
iiLlOO 

Peter's Eye or Island, i. 22 

'Peter's keys and Paul's doctrine,' 
i. 87, 105 

* Peter the Roman citizen,' i. 154 

Pew, the Lord Keeper's, i. 175 note, 
iu. 139, 162 

^Philippa, Queen of Edward IU., i. 
82, 172 

^PhU^, John, ii. 123 

Pickering, keeper of Gatehouse, iii. 
27 

Piers Plowman's Vision, iii. 69 

Pigeons in the Abbey, iii. 157 

Pilgrim (John the Evangelist), legend 
of the, i. 33 

Pilgrimages, iii. 88 

^Pitt, William, burial of, ii. 99; 
monument, 101 

Play, the Westminster, iii. 122, 226 

Plymouth, Earl of, i. 226 

Poets' Comer, plan of, ii. 107 

Pole, Cardinal, attends Mass in the 
Abbey, iii. 108 

Pollock, Sir George, ii. 94 

Pope, his burial and tablet at Twick- 
enham, ii. 134; epitaph on himself 
at Twickenham, 134, on Kneller, 
with Johnson's criticism, 166, on 
Newton, 169, on Cragg, with John- 
son's criticism, 67, on Rowe, 126, 
on General Withers, 185, on Dry- 
den, 121 ; on Freind's epitaph, 172 
note ; 73, 76, 99 note, 121. Epistles 
of, quoted, 132 note 

^Popham, ii. 46; his monument, 51 

Popish plot, iii. 26 

Portland, Duke of, ii. 64 

Postard, Abbot, iii. 9 

Prtemunire, statute of, iii. 70 

Prayer Book, revision of the, iii. 198 



Digitized by 



Google 



298 



INDEX. 



Prebendiries of Westminster not in 

Anglican orders, iii. 125 
Presbyterian preaclieni, iii. 146 
Prichard, Hannah, ii. 167 
Prince Imperial, son of Napoleon 

UI., i. 238 
^PrmgU, ii. 178 
°Prior, Matthew, ii. 132; epigram on 

Atterbniy, 82 
Prior*s Life of Burke qaoted, ii. 1, 

183 noU, 196 note 
Priors and Subpriors, the, iii. 49 
Prison, the, iii. 23 
Private monuments, ii. 179 
Protectorate, the, i. 220 
* Provence ' roses (Provins), i. 165 
Provisions, Statute of, iii. 70' 
^Puckering, Sir John, ii. 19, iii. 15 

note 
Pulpits of the Abbey, iii. 139, 240 
Pulteney, Earl of Bath, ii. 84 
*Pulteney, David, ii. 84 noU 
°PurceU, H., ii. 163, 164, iii. 40 fioee 
Puritan changes in the Abbey, iii. 

143 
Puy, Le, L 25 
Pym, burial of, ii. 44; disinterment, 

50 
Pyx, chapel of the, iii. 57, 74 
I^, the, iii. 78 wite 



QUEENS-CONSORT, coronations 
of, i. 51 noU 



t T>AFFLE8, Sir Btamford, ii. 104 
-^*' Raglan, Lord, ii. 95 
Ralegh, Sir Walter, ii. 32, iii. 23 
Recumbent effigies, iii. 200 
Redmayne, Master of Trinity, ii. 139 

note 
Refectory, the, iii. 53, 68 
Reformation in the Abbey, i. 205; 

acts of, iii. 71 
Regalia, i. 56, 57, iii. 61, 145 
Reims, consecration of Abbey of St. 

Remy, i. 19 
Relics at Westminster, i. 36, 174, 183, 

189,205,iu.60,86, 147, 169 



sua 

JtenneU, the geographer, ii 178 
Restoration, the, i. 224 
Restoration, chiefs of the, ii. 53 
Revestr7% iii. 59, 86 
Revision of the Authorised Version, 

Ui.200 
Revision of the Prayer Book, iii 198 
Richard I., his two coronations, i. 64, 
67; his heart at Rouen, 145; his 
body at Fontevrault, 145 
^Richard J I,, coronation, i. 82; por- 
trait, 175 ; tomb, 177 ; his courtiers, 
11. 9; his devotion to the Abbey, 
i. 174, ui. 35 
Richard III., coronation, i. 88 
Richard of Wendover^ ii. 8 
^Richardson, Sir Thomai, ii. 43 
^Richmond and Lennox, Lewis Stuart, 

Duke of, ii. 32, iii. 263 note 
Richmond, Charles Lennox^ Duke of, 
natural son of Charles IL, i. 226 
note, ii. 33 
Richmond, Duchess of, died 1639, ii. 

33; wax figure, 212 
Richnnond, Esme Stuart^ Duke of, i. 

213 note, iii. 263 
Richmond, George, portrait of Rich- 
ard II., restored by, i. 175 
Ricnla, sinter of Sebert, i. 14, iii. 62 
Robbery of Treasury, iii. 58 
' Robbing Peter to pay Paul,* iii. 100 
^Roberts (Secretary of Pelham ), ii. 85 
^Robinson, Sir Thomas, it 85, 85 noU 
°Rob»art, Lewis, ii. 10, 176 note 
Rochester, diocese of, united to Dean- 
eiy of Westminster, iii. 169 ; sev- 
ered from, 221 
Roman Catholics buried in the Abbey, 

iii. 199 note 
Roubiliac, ii. 27, 87, 165 note, 184 
Rouen, i. 145 

Rowe, John, ii. 50, iii. 146 note, 165 
^Rowe, Nicholas, ii. 126 
Royal exiles, i. 236 
Ro3ral supremacy, recorded on ooifin- 

pUte of Edward VI., iii. 269 
Runny-Mede, i. 28 note 
Rupert, Prince, i. 226, iii. 262 
°Rtutell, Fslizaheth, her christening, 
death, and monument, ii. 18 
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RUS 

oRumll, Lard John, U. 17 
oJiiUhell, Bishop, u. IS 
Rymer, ThoooM, iii. 76 



SACRAMENT, legend of the, i. 27 
8t. Albans, Duke of, natural son 
of Charles II., i. 226 note 
°8t, Ewemond, ii. 127, iii. 199 
^St. Joiin, Lady Catherine, ii. 81 
St. Saviour's Chapel, iii. 99 
St. Stephen's Chapel, iii. 73 note, 99 
°SaliAury, Eligabeth Cecil, Countess 

of, ii. 25 
Salwty, Humphrey, ii. 50 note 
Sanctuary of Westminster, iii. 29-<38, 

235 
^Sanderson, Sir W., ii. 188 note 
Sandwich, Montagu, Earl of, ii. 53 
Santa Croce at Florence, ii. 8 
^Saumarez, ii. 88 
SavHge, Richard, iii. 26 
Schomberpf Duke of, ii. 64 
School, Westminster, i. 44; rights of 
scholars, 58, 112 note, 129 note; 
first beginnings, iii. 51; founded 
by Henry YIII., 98; refounded by 
Elizabeth, 118-118; schoolroom, 
115; benefactions to by Dean Wil- 
liams, 128 ; interest of Laud in, 135 
note; under the Commonwealth, 
156. See Andrewes, Atterbury 
Soone, Stone of, i. 78-80 
°8cot, Grace, ii. 52 
Scott, Sir Gilbert, ii. 167 
Scott, Sir Walter, i. 3, 67, ii.82 note, 

100, iii. 106, 253 note 
' Screen * of the Abbey, iii. 289 
°Sebert, King, i. 21, 144; Church of, 

13; grave of, 13, 144, iii. 62 
Sedgwick, Adam, ii. 172 
Selden, iii. 148, 155 
Servants, monuments of, ii. 191 
Services of the Abbey, iii. 120, 236 
Seven Acres, Iii. 21 
Seven Sleepers, legend of the, i. 33 
Seymour, Anne, Duchess of Somer- 
set, ii. 14 
^Seymour^ Lady Jane, ii. 14 
Shackle, iii. 32 



8TA 
iShadwea, ii. 122 
iShai^eare, i. 78, 80 note, 94, 176, 

182, u. Ill, 112, 125, 159, 206, iii. 

14,42 
f Sharp, GranxUle, ii. 105, 150, 199 
Shaving the monks, iii. 52 
Sheffield, Duke of Buckinghamshire, 

ii. 76 ; grave and epiUph, 77 ; vault, 

iii. 258 
Sheridan, R. B,, ii. 149 
•Shield, William, ii. 164 
""Shovel, Sir Claudesley, ii. 71 
iSiddons, Mrs,, U. 161 
Sidney, Frances, Countess of Sussex, 

U. 15 
Skelton, poet, iii. 38, 195 
Smalridge, Dr., ii. 128, 124 
Smiles, 177 fiots 
•Smith, Thomas, ii. 183 
'Solomon's Porch,' i. 174, iii. 182 
^Somerset, Anne Seymour, Duckets 

of u. 14 
Somerset, Protector, i. 205, iii. 101 
^Somerset, Sarah Alston, Duchess of, 

ii. 174 
^Sophia, daughter of James I., i. 215 
""South, Robert, ii. 142, iii. 161, 177 
^Southey, Robert, ii. 152 
""Spankeim, i. 236, ii. 187, 198 
Speaker of House of Commons, the 

first, iii. 69 note 
Spectator, quotations from, i. 79, 135, 

174, 179 noU, ii. 10, 19, 25, 69, 71, 

141, 175, 193, iii. 40, 160, 181 
Spelman, Sir Eenry, ii. 138 
""Spenser, Edmond, his grave and 

monument, ii. Ill ; inscription. 111, 

206 
' Spies of the Cloister,* iiL 60 
Spottiswoode, ArckUskop, i. 107 note, 

ii. 136 note 
Spragge, Sir E., ii. 58 
^8^at, Dean, ii. 118, 119, 124, iu. 

200 
^Stanhope family, monuments of, ii. 

168 
Stanley, Dean, i. 239 
Stanley, Lady Augusta, i. 289 
""Stanley, Sir Humphrey, ii. U 
StapUton, Sir Robert, iL 117 
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RA 

Statutes, iii. 70 

^StaunUm, Sir G,, ii. 104 

Steele, ii. 127; Mn. Steele, 127 

*8ttigerr^ of Berne, ii. 190 

Stephen, King, coronation, i. 62; 
buried at Favenham, 146 

^Stephenton, Robertj his grave and 
window, ii. 177 

oStepney, George^ ii. 122 

Stewardship, Lord High, i. 52; abol- 
ished by Henry III., 70 

Stewart, Richard, Dean, iii. 156 

Stigand, Archbishop, i. 36, 87, 53, 54 

Stone, Nicholas, sculptor, ii. 35 

Stonehenge, i. 52 

Stones, sacred, i. 71, 72, 78 

Strathmore, Countess of, ii. 181 

''Strathmore, Lady, ii. 181 

Strode, Sir W., ii. 45 

Strong, the Independent, ii. 50 note, 
139, iii. 146 

SttMH, Arabella, i. 217, iii. 259 

Stuart, Charles, i. 213 

Submission, Act of, iii. 72 

^Suffolk, France* Grey, Dueheu of, 
ii. 13 

Supremacy, Act of, iii. 72 

^Sussex, Frances Sidney, Countestof, 
ii. 15 

Sword and Shield of State, i. 82, 173 



rpALBOTS, the, ii. 31 

Tapestry of Jerusalem Chamber, 

i. 112 note, iii. 98 note 
Taylor, Jeremy, quoted, i. 138 
^Taylor, Sir Robert, ii. 167 
""Telford, ii. 177 
Temple Church, i. 160, ii. 146, iii. 

125 no<e 
^Temple, Sir William, and Family, 

ii.64 
Tenison, Archbishop, iii. 204 
Tennyson, quoted, iii. 95 
Terence plays at Westminster School, 

founder of, iii. 122 
i Thackeray, W. M., bust of, ii. 158 
Tliames, the, i. 4 
* The King's Bench,' 1.72 
Thieving Lane, iii. 30 



TYN 

Thirlby, Bishop of W« 

96, iu. 98 
Thirlwall, Bishop, ii. 154 
Thirty-nine Articles, iii. 196 
i Thomas, Dean and Bishop, iii. 214 
""Thomas of Woodstock, I 179 note, 

ii. 120 note 
t Thomson, James, ii 135 
*Thomdyke, Herbert, ii. 142 
Thomdyke, John, ii. 143 noU 
Thorn Ey, i. 10 
Thorns, Isle of, i. 7, 11, iii. 242 
•Thornton, BowneU, ii. 160 noU 
Thynne, Lord John, iii. 234 
""Thynne, Thomas, ii. 60 
""Thynne, William, ii. 31 
Tickell, quoted, ii. 1 
tTVemey, ii. 101 

Tillotson, Archbishop, ii. 142, iii. 199 
Toledo, inscription at, iii. 232 note 
Tombs, Koyal, in Westminster Ab- 
bey, peculiarities of, i. 138 
Tombs, plan of, as they appeared in 

1509, i. 198 
""Tompion, the watchmaker, ii. 175 
Torregiano, i. 201, iii. 144, 267, 268 
Tosti, i. 29 

Tothill Fields, iii. 20, 221 
Tounson, Dean, iii. 23, 25, 124 
Tower of London, i. 54; coronation 

processions from, 83 
Townsend, ii. 89 note 
Transept, North, plan of, ii. 96 
Translation of the English Bible, iii. 

206 
Treasury, Royal, iii. 56; robbery of, 

58 
Trench, Dean, iii. 234 
°TnpUtt, Dr., Prebendary, ii. 189 
Tnusel, William, 11. S 
* Tu autem ' service, iii. 54 
Tudor, Owen, 1 197 noU, iii. 17, 88 
Tumult in the Cloisters, iii. 215 
Turton, Dean, iii. 222 
Twiss, ii. 50 note, 139, iii. 148, 150 
^Twytden, Lieut, Heneage, ii. 71; 

John and Jonah, 71 
lybum, a stream, i. 9, iii. 20; the 

chief regicides buried at, i. 223 
Tynchare, Philip, ii. 2 
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ryreomneU, Lady, ii. 181 

^ Tyrrell^ Admiral, ii. 88, 902 noU 



UNCERTAIN distribution of hoD- 
onn, ii. 196 
Ushborne and his fishpond, iii. 79 
Unhtr, Archlntikop, ii. 51, iii. 125 
note, 188 

<> LTALENCE, Aymer de, i. 167, 

'^ 171, ii. 90 
"> Valence, WiUiam de, i. 164 

* Vasta Monstier,' iii. 48 note 
Vanghan, Professor, quoted, i. 68, 

141 
Vauglian, Thomas, ii. 11 
Vere, Anne, Countess ofOstford, ii. 

25 
^Vere, Sir Francis, ii. 26 
t Vernon, Admiral, u. 88 
•Vertue, (?., ii. 167 
Victoria, Queen, coronation of, i. 180 
Villiere, Family, ii. 34-37 
""ViUiers, Sir G., ii. 34 
^Vincent, Dean, i. 237 note, ii. 91 

note, 142; Bishoprick of Rochester 

separated from Deanery, iii. 221 
Vincent Square, iii. 221 

* Vineyard,' the, iii. 19 

Virgin, girdle of the, L 36 note, 149 

note 
•VUalis, Abbot, nx,^ 
Voltaire, ii. 155 note, 169 



° IJTADE, Manhal, monument of, 

^'^ ii. 86 
t Wager, ii. 88 
Wager, his character, ii. 88 
Wake, Colonel, anecdote of when at 

Westminster School, iii. 160 
Wake, Archbishop, iii. 160 note, 204 
^ Waldeby, Robert, ii. 10 
Waller, the poet, quoted, i. 138, iii. 

124 
Walpole, Horace, quoted, i. 121-124, 

134, 170, 232, 233, iii. 100 note, 232 
Walpole, Sir Robert, Earl of Orfoid, 



WIL 

t Walpole, Lady, her statue, ii 83 
Walter, Abbot, iii. 9 
^ Waltham, John nf^ ii. 9 
Waltham Abbey, i. 30 noU 
Walton, Izaak, his monogram, ii. 137 
Ware, Abbot, ii. 141, iii. 2, 11 
t Warren, Sir Peter, ii. 88 
Warren, Bishop, and wife, ii. 144 

note 
Washington Irving, quoted, ill. 1, 114 
Watchmakers, graves of two, ii. 175 
Water supply, iii. 21 
t Watson, Admiral, ii. 89 
t Watt, James, ii. 176; inscription on 

monument, 177 no^e 
t WatU, Dr,, ii. 145, 200 
Wat Tyler, i. 84; outrage of, iii. 34 
Waxwork effigies, note on, ii. 208 
Webster, iii. 241 note 
Wenlock, Abbot, iii. 11 
Wewtworth, Lord, funeral of, iii. 101 
Wesley, S., iii. 193 
Wesleys, the, i. 230, ii. 146, iii. 192 
Wesley's Journal quoted, ii. 183 note, 

202 note 
Western Towers, iii. 211 
t West, TempU, ii. 88 
Westminster, Bishop of, i. 96, iii. 98 
Westminster Bridge, iii. 210 
Westminster, City of, iii. 98 note 
Westminster Communion, iii. 207 
Westminster Conference, temp. ICary, 

iii. 109 
Westminster Confession, iii. 148, 149 
Westminster, or Westbury, in Wor- 
cestershire, iii. 82 note 
Westminster Palace, i. 28, 43, 139, 

iii. 3 
Weston, Dean, iii. 103 
t Wetenall, ii. 173 
° Wharton, Henry, ii. 144, 199 
'Whigs' Comer,' the, ii. 101 
Whipping the monks, iii. 65, 80 
White Hart, badge of Richard H., i. 

175 
Whitewashing, the Abbey exempt 

from, iii. 232 
Whittington, architect of the nave, i. 

180 
Wilberforce, Dean, iii. 5 noU, 222 
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WIL 

°Wilberforee, W., ii. 106, 200 
° WUcocks, Dean, iil. 210 
Wilcocks, Joiepli, ' the bleased here- 
tic,' iii. 212 
Wild, George, ii. 52 
^ William of Colchester, Abbot, iii. 14, 

33 ; his conspiracy, 42 
William the CoDqueror : coronatioD, 

i. 49, 53; buried at Caen, 144 
William Rufos: coronation, L 60; 

buried at Winchester, 145 
William 111,: coronation, i. 113; 

grave, 227 ; wax figure, ii. 212, iii. 

248,250 
William IV., coronation, i. 180 
Williams, Dean and Archbishop, i. 

219, iii. 83, 125-142, 263 noU 
Williamson, Dr., Headmaster, iii. 222 
Wiiliamton, Sir Joseph, ii. 64 
Willis, Dr., ii. 171 note 
° Wilson, Sir Robert, ii. 94 
° Winchester, Marchioness of, ii. 19 
Windsor, i. 19, 206; origin of Castle, 

iii. 8; roj-al burials at, i. 141, 190, 

191, 205 note, 205, 235 
Windsor, Sir John, ii. 11 
Windsor, St. George's Chapel, i. 191 
t Winterinffham, ii. 173 
Wither, George, the poet, iii. 145 
* Withers, General, ii. 185 
t Wolfe, General, monument of, ii. 

90,203 



TO0 

Wolf Stan, Bishop, i. 42; miracle of 

his crosier, 42, 60, iii. 82 
Wolsey, attacked by Skelton, iii. 
38; Legatine Court of, 71; recep- 
tion of his Hat, 89, 90 note; con- 
venes the Convocation of York to 
London, 194 
* Woodfall, Elizabeth, ii. 187 
Woodstock, Thomas of, i. 179 note, 

ii. 129 note 
t Woodward, John, ii. 171 
t WoolleU, William, ii. 167 
Wordsworth, Christopher, iii. 225, 

235 note, 239 note 
t Wordsworth, Willicnn, ii. 152 
Worsley, General, ii. 48; probable 

grave of, iii. 273 
Wragg, W., ii. 92 note 
Wren, Sir Christopher, iii. 212 
t Wgatt, James, ii. 167 



Y^EOMEN of the Guard, i. 90 

-*- York Dynasty, withdrawal of 

burials of, to Windsor, i. 190 
York, Edward, Duke of, i. 234 
° York, PhUippa, Duchess of, i. 179 

note 
York, Archbishop of, his rights, i. 

59, 63, iii. 36, 83 
Young, Dr,, ii. 173 
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